Halder says BNP has

breached Constitution

By Staff Correspondent
Awami League pariiamentar- than one-tenth of their number
jan Sudhangshu Shekhar may be chosen from among
Halder clai in Parliament persons qualified for clection as

yesterday that constitutionally
there was no government in the
country between September 11
and 13 since the ratio between
MPs and technocrats in the
cabinet was not in keeping with
the constitutional fol-
lowing the resignation of the
Industries Minister last Sunday.

Rising on a point of order
immediately nm:r the tion-
answer session, Halder said
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia formed her cabinet with 41
ministers in which four were
non-elected technocrat minis-
ters. The number of Jatiya

members in the cabi-
net came down to 36 after State
Minister for Establishment
‘Nurul Huda resigned on June
12 and Industries Minister
Shamsul Islam Khan resigned
on September 12.

As a result, a 39-member
council of ministers with four
technocrat ministers was un-
constitutional as per Article
56(2) of the Constitution which
specifies the number of elected
and non-elected members in the
cabinet.

“The appointments ol the
Prime Minister and other minids-
ters and of the ministers of
state and deputy ministers shall
be made by the President, pro-
vided that not less than nine-
tenths of their number shall be
appointed [rom among members
of Parliament and not more

members of Parliament,” Halder
from the Constitution.
"The constitutional
has been violated and all func-
tions of the government be-
tween September 11 to 13 are
uniawful,” Halder claimed.
Halder informed the House
that a similar situation had
been created in 1979 and late
President Ziaur Rahman had to
dismiss five technocrat minis-
ters to meet the constitutional
He hoped that this BNP gov-
ernment would also set up a
similar instance by reopening
all the files processed during
the three days. Halder sought a
ruling from the Chair regarding
the matter when Deputy
Speaker Humayun Khan Panni
was presiding over.
The Deputy Speaker drew at-

tention of the Deputy Leader of
the House Prof. Badruddoza

Chowdhury and asked him to
explain the Treasury Bench po-
sition.

Prof. Chowdhury said that
Halder had raised an important
constitutional issue but "1 will

not say anything now."
"We will answer later on after

proper study of necessary pa-
pers,” the Deputy Leader con-
cluded.

The Dtpuly er then
:wltch:d over to the next

Akbar takes

new seat
By Staff Correspondent
¢ The newly-inducted Minister
for Environment and Forests
Col (retd) Akbar Hossain i:r:-
leasantries with a
f::mmhﬂurm i':lr tl:t second

day yesterday and took his new
seat on the second row of the

I'reasury benches.
He was towards his
original seat in third row

but an usher showed him his
new position near Jute Minister
ASM Hannan Shah and In-
dustries Minister AM Zahiru-
ddin Khan.
Lt Gen (retd) Mir Shawkat Ali
who also the cabinet as
Minister briefly entered
the House yesterday but the
new State Minister for Planning
Dr Abdul Moyeen Khan did not
attend the session since taking
oath of office Monday.

‘Only 450 Royal
Bengal tigers

2 3
in Sunderbans
By Staff Correspondent
There are about 450 Royal
Bengal tigers remaining in the
Sunderbans, a tropical rain-for-
est located in the north-western
part of the coun

'l"hll wWas di::.iued by For-
ests and Environment Minister
Abdullah al-Noman in reply to a
question in Parliament on
Tuesday.

The minister also informed
the House that a wildlife man-
agement programme {s being
undertaken alongwith the Sun-
derbans Development Project
under the technical assistance
of the United Nations Deve-
lopment Programme and the

Food and Agriculture Organi-

sation.
In his written ly, Noman

said that in 1977 Sanc-
tuaries were created in the
Sunderbans to protect the

Royal Bengal tigers.

JS debate on jute sector
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the budgr.-t mn initiated the
debate yesterday twenty legisla-
tors — six including the minis-
ter concerned, from the
Treasury Bench and fourteen,
_including the proposer, of the
tion took part in the de-

liberation while Speaker Shaikh
Razzak Ali presided over the
discussion.

Initiating the discussion,
Menon said that jute sector had
been exposed to the deliberate

and of
the Bank other in-
ternational agencies which

wanted destruction of

the newly developed prospect of
the goiden fiber.

Substantia his observa-
tion, Menon, , the jute sec-
tor in India was financial
supports from the United
Nations Development Progra-
mme (UNDP) but at the same
time it was pressuring
Bangladesh to shut down the
jute mills and retrench the
workers.

Menon in  this connection
read out several ‘documents’ in
the House accusing the WB of
conspiring against the country's
jute sector. The WP lawmaker,
quoting from WB documents,
said that the urﬂ.nimum was
patronising India to produce

more jute while dissuading

Bmﬂadcsh to grow the natural

Thc WB policy would not
only affect the country's
pmlpect of future foreign cur-
rency carning, it would defi-
nitely hit more than 30 million
people involved directly and in-
directly with the jute sector.

Menon adécused the govern
ment, especially its Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman, for
succumbing to WB instructions
and thus betraying the national
interest.

Miah Mansoor All of the
Treasury Bench also criticised
the present jute policy of the

ment and proposed that
the ministry should immedi-
ately sit with the representa-
tives of the jute growers, work-
ers in the Jute sector and jute
traders to chalk out a
“pragmatic policy’ to restore the
sector from "man-made catas-
trophe.”

The Treasury Bench MP felt
that the sector was being de-

systematically because
of rampant corruption of a
section of officials and employ -
ees, jute sector workers' reluc-
tance to increase productivity
and conspiracies by a neigh-
country.

Miah Mansoor demanded
that the corrupt officials who
made money at the cost of na-
tional interests be tried imme-
diately.

The other MPs who took part
in the deliberations also made

clally with the growing aware-
mﬂnfﬂnwrufﬂt use of
artificial fiber all over the world,

‘In that case, we have to re-
duce the production cost and
ensure guality products’, the
Minister said adding ‘Presently
the sector is burdened with a

large number of unnecessary
workers and low quality prod-
ucts’.

Despite sincere feelings of
the opposition regarding the
jute sector, we would not be
able to compete our rivals, es-
pecially India, at the global
mn.r‘.hct. the Minister explained.

India had been offering jute
goods at the international mar-
ket at price much lower than
our production cost with a view

to replace Bn.nghdclh as jute

m try, the Minister
1? rc!'uun,g allegations
lhnt the government is surren-

to the World Bank pre-
scriptions, the Minister said.
the government was yet to sign
a final t with the =
tution. He however, said t
the jute sector needed a total
restructuring and for that mat-
ter it also needed financial as-
sistance from donor agencics.

The Minister informed that
the government was frantically
trying to mobilise fund from a
few donor agencies with no in-
terest for three years and only’
three per cent interest for the
next 15 .

The Minister listed the im-
mediate measures taken by the
government to improve the sit-
uation as:

1} the jute mills will be al-

lowed to utilise themselves the
foreign exchange earned by
them from the next month,
. '2) composite jute mills will
be restricted to produce yarn for
export from 30th of this month
— it will be done by jute twine
mills,

3) a revolving fund of 2.5
million dollars is being raised to

face the uneven competition
from India and to cover the loss

‘Ctg BCL leader
killed in clash.

CHITTAGONG, Sept 14: A
pro-Awami League Chhatra
League leader was stabbed to
death in an internecine clash in
Bashkhali thana today, reports
UNB.

Morshed Alam Chowdhury,
24, former president of
Bashkhall Degree College unit
of BCL, was stabbed by rivals in
the organisation while returning
home {rom a party meeting.

He succumbed to his stab
injuries on to hospital.

" Witntsa;a:aid the E*ilﬂnh en-

sued when two factions of BCL
brought oul processions after
their separate meetings chant-
ing slogans against each other
on the college campus. The

identical allegations against the s to adjoinin
'"':.,“"'"“'d"'w' ﬂshﬂns pread to adjoining ar-
te Minister Hannan Shah, H-utl':ﬂu-rhralgmu of BCL
while winding up the discus- south district unit, an: led by
sion, admitted that Bangladesh Nurul Afsar Chowdhury and the
could be optimistic about its other by Abdul Gaffar, blamed
‘Jute and jute products espe-  each other for the trouble.
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sustained by the jute mills —
fgpm this fund mllll will be

interest free loans for first
3 years and at 3 per cent inter-
est for 12 years,

4) ban on production of
polythene and such other syn-
thetic bags and produects,

5) aggressive marketing for
regaining markets in African
and other countries,

6) screening out excess
manpower and raising effi-

Earlier, Begum Malia
Chowdhury [AL) said jute and
jute goods were being smuggled
to India across the border. She
criticised the Finance Minister
for “sacrificing country’'s inter-
est” through winding up jute
mills. She blamed successive

nts for their failure to
take steps for the protection of

vitally important jute sector.

Biman's fhght
regularity on
int'l routes
only 46.4 pc

By Staff Correspondent

Biman Bangladesh Airlines
failed to maintain its interna-
tional flight schedule more than
fifty per cent of the time during
ﬂuca] 1992 93.

Disclosing this in reply to a
written question in Parliament
yesterday, State Minister for
Civil Aviation and Tourism
Abdul Mannan, while answering
a separate question, also re-
vealed that three private com-
panies have so far submitted
proposals to operate air services
on domestic routes. However,
the minister was unable to pro-
vide details about the individu-
als making the offers.

Replying to a tion from
Md Shahiduzzaman, an
Opposition member f{rom
Naogaon, Mannan said Biman
could only maintain 46.4 per
cent of its t schedule on the
international routes during the
last financial year.

Replying to a question from
Awami League member Mirza
Azam, the minister informed the
House that the government is
planning to allow private sector
participation in domestic air
transport and hoped the service
can be started this year.

Answering another question,
the minister disclosed that
three private sector companies
— Orient Aviation Services,
Borak Travels Ltd. and Natavia
Afr Services Lid.— have submit-
ted "complete” proposals to
start short take-ofl and landing
(STOL) air services on domestic

JS body examines
draft bill on CPC

The parllamentary standi
committee on the Ministry o

Law at its ninth yester-
day examined a draft bill seek-
l;g amendment to the Criminal
ures Code of 1898 for
separation of the Judiciary from
the executive, UNB.
Law, Justice and Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister Mirza
Golam Halfiz over the
meeting held at the Sangsad
Bhaban yesterday afternoon.
The meeting was adjourned
till 3-45 pm to fur-
ther discuss and examine dif-

) ferent aspects of the draft bill.

Prlmn Minister Bcplm Khaleda Zia ldd:ruumg the inaugural mrﬂmnn}r of & three- day

symposium on "Poverty Eradication i

n South Asia” at the BRAC Centre at Rajendrapur in

Gazipur yesterday. Among others, Finance Minister M Saifur Rahman and Industries Minister
A M Zahiruddin Khan are also seen.
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establishing the SAARC was to
alleviate poverty on the basis of
regional cooperation, Begum Zia

said.

She said during the Seventh
SAARC Summit held in Dhaka
this year the report of the
Independent South Asian
Commission for Poverty
Alleviation has been approved
and in the light of the report a
coordinated strategy and action
programme for allevia-
tion in South Asia by the year
2000 has been adopted. “This hi:
a significant development in t
context of South Asia,” she said.

“Now the Dhaka Declaration
for eradication is to be
imp ted in true sense and
for this welfare-oriented pro-
poor plans are to be adopted
and executed,” Begum Zia said.

She said, "A new tide ol eco-
nomic prosperity is sweeping
through the Asia-Pacific region
and South Asia will also have to
keep pace with this, There is no
room for failure because failure
would lead to disaster,” Begum
Zia said quoting late Shri
Lankan president Ranasinghe
Premadasa, "Deprivation any-
where in South Asia means in-
security everywhere in South
Asia "

Begum Zia said the South
Asian nations should keep in
mind that the region was now
at a cross-roads and the cata-
lyst for regipnal stability is
progress and prosperity,
“Together we have to make con-
certed efforts towards that
goal,” the SAARC Chairperson
said.

Detailing her nt's
plans for the eradication of
poverty the Prime Minister said,
“We realise that in order to con-
solidate democracy we first have
to reduce our all-pervading

The Prime Minister said
Bangladesh has identified

‘ also addressed by

PM : Eradicate poverty

poverty as its main national
pruhltm and taken varfous
programmes to overcome this
problem.

She mentioned the block al
location of Taka 1500 crore in
the current year's budget, lop
priority to education— the tool
for poverty alleviation— and in-
troducing the Food-for-
Education programme.

The Prime Minister congralu-
lated the BRAC for arranging
the symposium, which she
termed very timely, and hoped
that exchange of opinion and
ex s would take place to
provide new direction to poverty
alleviation efforts in South Asia.

The inaugural session was
Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman,
Industries Minister A M
Zahiruddin Khan, Execulive
Director of the BRAC F H Abed
and adviser of the BRAC Faruq
A Choudhury.

The session was presided
over by Dr P Wignaraja from
Shri Lanka. Fifteen delegates
from other SAARC countries are
taking part in the three-day in-
ternational symposium.

— PID photo
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Montu-backed BCL

leader arrested

Police arrested a student
leader of Montu-backed Chha-
tra ¢ from Kotwali thana
area in the city yesterday,

reports UNB.

The arrested Abu Jamal
alias Rajib, 28, an accused in
the Badal murder case, was
earlier released on bail.

Protesting the arrest, leaders
and activists of the Montu-
backed Chhatra League brought
out a procession on the DU
campys demanding immediate
release of Rajib.

One beaten to
death in Pabna

PABNA. Sept 14: A young-
man was beaten to death over a
family feud at Shukhchar vil-
lage in Sadar thana this morn-
ing, reports UNB.

The victim was identified as
Abdur Rahim Ranu, 25, son of
one Momtazuddin Pramanik.

Villagers said Ranu was
taken into a house and beaten
to death, allegedly by Rahim
Mandal, and Jhantu Mandal, at
about 9 am.

Villagers said Jhantu Man-
dal had a long-standing enmity
with Ranu's father.

Police recovered the body
and sent it to thé morgue for
autopsy. None ‘was arrested in
this connection.

Mitterrand
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ficials said planned summit

talks with South Korean
President Kim Young-Sam were
delayed by 30 minutes lo give
Mitterrand time lo recover.

Mitterrand vomited heavily
affer signing the visitor's book
at the Blue House and was im-
mediately taken to a nearby
room where doctors treated
him, witnesses and officials
said.

His aide de camp., Yan
Taingui, was earlier seen sup-
porting him as he walked up
the stairs into the Blue House
afier making a speech during
the welcoming ceremony.

Before becoming ({ll,
Mitterrand reviewed an honour
guard on the lawn of the Blue
House under a blazing sun,
saying the post World War II
division of the Korean Peninsula
was a "Thing of the past.”

Kim welcomed Mitterrand,
who arrived earlier in the day
for the three-day state visit, as
the first French head of state to

wisit here since the two coun-

trics established ties in 1949,

Move quickly to implement accord,
C]Jnton tells Arafat

WASHINGTON, Sept
President Bill Clinton mld PLD
chairman Yasser Arafat on
Monday the Palestinians had to
move quickly to implement their
new peace agreement with
Israel, a White House official
said, reports Reuter.

Clinton strongly emphasised
to Arafat at an unscheduled
meeting after the signing of the
peace accord that the United
States expected rapid results,
said Martin Indyk, chief Mideast
adviser on the National Security
Council.

"The President made the
point with some emphasis that
it was absolutely essential to
move quickly now to seize the
moment and take advantage of
the momentum created by this
incredible event and to start

getting thtnga moving on the
ground,” Indyk told reporters.

Clinton had "made that point
quite s " to Arafat. who
agreed, the official said.

The Clinton-Arafat meeting
lasted five to 10 minutes and
took place in the White House
map room, which is adjacent to
I.he entrance to the grounds

where the si fthe peace
agreement tn&%

After tnlkmg with Arafat,
Clintan held a 15-minute
meeting with Israeli Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres
in the Oval office, then lunched
with Rabin alone, Indyk said.

While the president's meet-

with the Israelis had been
scheduled, the White House
had said on Sunday that

Clinton would not be meeting

separately with Arafat, noting
that Israel was a longstanding
ally but Washington was just
bcg:nning a dialogue with the

But Clinton just went up to
Arafat aflter the peace accord
was signed and ‘took him aside’,
Indyk said. :

Clinton on Monday called
the peace agreement between
Isracl and the PLO a ‘very big
deal’ and said the United States
must go all out to make it work.

‘l am convinced that the
United States must bear a very
heavy role of responsibility to
make this work and implement
the agreement, Clinton told a
group of prominent Jewish and
Arab-Americans who earlier in
the day saw the aceord signed.

Israel, Jordan sign accord
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Rabin arrived aboard an
Israeli air force plane on his
way home from Washington.

His visit was expected to last
six hours. Rabin was to meet
Hassan at the airport's VIP
lounge, Israeli radio reported.

Israeli Minister for Economic
Affairs Shimon Shetreet, asked
in Jerusalem by lsraeli radio
whether Israel and Morocco
would announce normalisation
of relations, said, ‘It is nearly
certain that this will happen'.

Rabin, asked on board his
plane if formal ties would be
announced, said, 'This visit is
not intended for the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations
with Meroeco. But the fact that

from Wi we are coming
to Rabat are with
the king, perhaps i{s another

forward in everything that
is linked to establishing rela-
tions.’

An Israell source said f
Rabat and Jerusalem establish
ties . Rabin hopes to
within the day to Tunisia wh
had said it wouldn't be the first

North African state to
| Israel, but would fuilnw

Morocco's lead.

But Hassan Il could have
problems normalising relations
at this point as he is head of the
Al-Quds [Jerusalem) Committee
of the Islamic Conference

tion.

The status of Jerusalem was
not resolved in the interim
agreement with the PLO, and
remains a sensitive issue that
could slow down the normali-
sation of relations with Muslim
countries.

-~ Rabin said he stopped in

- Morocco to pay respects to

Hlll;n'l contributions to the
Middle East peace .
"I believe that this visi

one of the many great things
done by King Hassan Il to ad-
vance peace between the Arab
nations and peoples and Israel,”
Rabin said.

Rabin, accompanied by
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres,
was meét by Moroccan Prime
Minister Karim Lamrani,
Foreign Minister Abdel Latif
Filali and other Cabinet officials
with a full mud:

' Security was extremely
with the sealed off from
all road

[sraelf officials said relations

with Tunisia would come soon if
Israel and Morocco established
ties. Rabin might stop iIn
Tunisia after leaving Morocco
on his way back to Israel, Israeli
radio reports said.

The snowball effect appeared
to extend beyond the Arab
world, with Zimbabwe also re-
portedly announcing it planned
to form ties with the Jewish

state. :

In Jerusalem, Ilegislator

Aryeh Dri, a leader of the,

Moroccan community in Israel,
said Rabin would invite Hassan

to Israel. = o :
Palestinians in

Gaza attack 2
Israeli targets

JERUSALEM, Sept 14:
Palestinians in the occupied
Gaza Strip attacked two [sraeli
targets Tuesday, one man blow-
ing himselfl up at a police sty-
tian and another trying to stab
a soldier before being shot to
death, AP.

The ths were the first
since the PLO and Israel signed
a peace accord in Washington

on Monday.

l
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Jerusalem problem

WASHINGTON, Sept

14: Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat de-

clared Tuesday that he and Isracli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin can resolve differences over the status of Jerusalemt

through good will and negotiations. "Wthmﬂ'.lﬂtlllpr-h
lend and we are not going to put our heads inside the sand.” he

said. In an a

at the National Press Club, Arafat con-

ceded that he and Rabin have fundamentally different positions

on the biblical cfty, reports AP.

Croatia, Bosnia agree to
halt fighting

GENEVA. Sept 14: The presidents of Croatia and Bosnia

agreed Tuesday to halt fighting immediately and allow free pas-
sage for aid convoys in Bosnia. They also promised to resolve

territorial disputes, clearing

the way for renewed peace talks.

“We have signed a joint declaration whereby all hostilities will
cease immediately™ as a prelude to a full truce, said Croat

President Franjo

After four hours of talks with Bosnian President
lzetbegovic, Tudjman told a joi

Tudjman, speaking through an interpreter

Alija

nt news conference that both

Muslims and Croats would also disband all detainee camps. re-

ports AP

All 70 survive plane crash
BONN, Sept 14: All 70 passengers and crew were evacuated

altve from a Lufthansa Airliner that crashed on land

today at

Warsaw Alrport, an spokesman for the German airline said.
“Our information is that all persons were evacuated alive from
the airplane,” the spokesman tbld Reuters by telephone from

the airline's headquarters in Frankfurt.

Mostafiz
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committee meeting criticised
the appointment and promotion

of some 'unacceptable people’ in

Clarifying his ministry's Pﬂ-
sition, the Foreign Minister
said: “The composition and in-
ter-seniority among officers ol
the cadre evolved out of historic
circumstarices as well as duly
formulated rules and regula-
tions laid down by the Public
Service Commission(PSC) and
Establishment Division.”

He said the tion list is
prepared by the PSC and that
promotions are not made by the
Foreign Office but by a consid-
ered precess involving in se-
quence the Senior Services
Board of Secretaries, the
Council Commitiee of Ministers
and finally, the head of govern-

ment

Mostafiz further said that
posting of officers is governed
by due consideration of senior-
ity, merit and duration in a
post.

He said the present govern-
ment has formally laid down
that 70 per cent of ambassado-

rial postings will be from the
professional cadre and 'no pre-
vious government had formu-
lated such a rule.’

Discarding the allegations
raised by opposition MPs in the
JS standing committee meeting,
the Foreign Minister denied the
Foreign Office was a dumping
place for unacceptable peop
that rules were flouted.

"The practice of every gov-
ernment around the world is to
reserve some ambassadorial
posts for political persons, se-
nior civil servants, defence per-
sonnel or eminent personali-
ties,” he said.

AL call to make
Sept 18 programme

a SuUCCess

Awami League general secre-
tary Zillur Rahman yesterday
called upon the people to make
the Bcpl:mbcr 18 countrywide
rally and demonstration pro-
gramme a success to strengthen
the demand for scrapping the
Indemnity Ordinance, reports
UNB.

The countrywide demonstra-
tion programme was called by
the Awami League also demand-
ing removal of "corrupt” minis-
ters, trial of Jamaat leader
Golam Azam as “war criminal,”
cancellation of the Anti-
Terrorism Act and implementa-
tion of four-point agreement be-
tween the Opposition and the

L

In a statement, the Awami
League leader alleged that the
defeated anti-liberation [orces
under the protection of the pre-
sent t were out to
jeopardise country's liberation

and sovereignty.

JS probe body
discusses terms

of references

The special parliamentary
probe committee at a meeting
yﬂtcrday held detailed discus-
sfons to finalise its terms of
reference for investigating the
charges of corruption against
Irrigation and Flood Control
Minister Majid-ul-Haqg, reports
UNB.

Chairman of the 15-member
committee Speaker Shaikh
Razzak Ali presided over the
meeting held at the Sangsad
Bhaban.

The next meeting of the
commitiee will be held in the
Sangsad Bhaban tomorrow at
1030 am.

Cholera-type
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Physicians say that besides
ntive measures, like use of
safe drinking water immediate
treatment, initially with' oral
saline followed by intravenous
cholera saline, is essential to
save the patient. Tetracycline
has also been found effective for
the treatment of patients at-
tacked by the new bacteria.

JS to discuss JU
incident today

The Jatiya Sangsad will dis-
cuss the recent incidents of vio-

lence in the Jahangirnagar
University , reports BSS.

The discussion will be held
as the Treasury Bench and the
O'PW.!IHBI"I l.ll’llntl'l'm w
to conduct a discussion Lo in-
form the nation about the vie-
lent activities there.

14 killed
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Chandina thana rushed to the
spot for rescue,

Of the injured, 40 were ad-
mitted into Comilla Adhunik
Hospital, 16 in the Comilla
Sadar Hospital, 10 in the CMH
and eight in Chandina Thana
Health Complex, the ADC said.

UNB adds: Two people were
killed and 30 others injured
when a passenger bus hit a
roadside tree at Charatala on
Jessore-Benapole highway yes-
terday.

Of the victims, Rustam Ali
(60) died on the spot while
Mizanur Rahman died at the
Jessore Sadar Hospital.

Among the injured, 20 were
admitted to the Jessore Sadar
Hospital and 10 othems 1o
Navaran Health Complex in
Sharsha thana. -

BEA regrets
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tional Tk 300 crore per annum.

“The nation will thus be re-
quired to further subsidies loss-
making public sector enter-
prises without any guarantee
that the concession will help
work efficiency or contribyte
towards better industrial rela-
tions,” the BEA statement ob-
served.

The stidtemenl says, there
should net be any uniform,
across the board salary increase
for the public sector because
not all units are equally viable
econo 3
The BEA forecasts that fur-
ther wage increase in sectors
like jute, textiles and sugar will

their financial prob-
lems and more units will be
forced to shut down.

*This will go against the in-
terests of the workers t.h:m-

jeo
petitiveness of fationally lmpor—
tant industries,” the
- ; " forum also
The

mﬁm the more viable
umm like oil, gas, chemical
and fertiliser should be allowed
to negotiate with their respec-
dive unions on pay increascs

while the non viable sectors
should be satisfied with their

present level of wages.

Shantibahini
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have reportedly changed their
:r-ﬂtemr. highly placed sources

The refugee delegation com-
prising 21 ntmm
pected to arrive at
through the Ramgarh outpost
this moming to see for itself if
the prevailing conditions in the
CHT are favourable for the repa-
triation of over 50,000 Chakma
refi ‘
‘El:ﬁhc refugee leaders sud-
denly deferred their visit, possi-
bly to monitor the outcome of
the next round of meni-
PCJSS dialogue, the sources
added.

PLO Israeli

Mlﬂnla

a historic first step towards a
just, comprehensive and du-
rable settlement of the Middle-
East problem’,
The spokesman also paid
tributes to the PLO and lsraell
leaders — the co-sponsors of
the peace process as well as US,
Russia and Norway for their vi-
sion and cou in to
thhirrporhnt o

accord has evoked
reconciliation and co-existence
among the of the region
that has them for gener-
ations may now be in sight.



