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Miserable State of Our
Medical Colleges

Afraid of losing support among so-called stu-
dents — for those who turn educational institu-
tions into virtual battlefields can hardly be termed
as genuine students — the ruling party has fol-
lowed a disastrous policy of 'laissez-faire' resulting
into the prevailing chaos in every branch of our ed-
ucation.

The latest account of the damage caused by the
government's policy comes from no less a person
than the health minister, Kamal Ibne Yusuf, him-
self. In replying to a question from an opposition
member, he informed the Parliament yesterday.
that from November '92 to June '93, over a period
of seven months, our six medical colleges put to-
gether, were closed for' a period of eight months.
The reasons? Recurrent violence and political un-
rest. What lies behind this violence and so-called
political violence? , conflict and factionalism
of the students’ wings of the different political par-
ties. To put it bluntly, medical colleges in question
are, literally, hostages in the hands of these stu-
dent wings of political parties. The worst hit were
the Chittagong and Sylhet Medical Colleges which
were closed for more than 35 per cent of the time,
while the average for the six makes for 20 per cent
of the time, that the colleges were supposed to have
been open.

If for a period of seven months, the government
is obliged to keep these institutions closed for any-

thing between 20 and 36 per centof the time, then

it does not need much of an imagination to
understand what sort of doctors these institutions
are going to produce. Is there any guarantee that
for the next seven months, the record is likely to be
better? The minister gave a one sentence answer in
the House. "We are taking all necessary steps”,
This standard reply, without bothering to elaborate
a single step that the health ministry has taken to
prevent further disruption of classes, is perhaps an
evidence that future may be just as bad.as the
past. What will happen in these medical colleges
will be determined by the student parties con-
cerned. and not by what the authorities will do or
not do. That is the bottom line. Again when the
minister was asked as to whether or not any of the
miscreants were caught, or any disciplinary action
taken against anyone, he promptly replied that #t
was not the job of his ministry. .

The public s not interested in such glib and
technical replies. We want our future doctors to be
able to study peacefully and uninterruptedly for the
period that is specified for the course. We hold the
government responsible, and especially the relevant
ministry, to ensure that. What we published under
the heading "Grim statistics”, has the potential of
leading to long term national disaster. In an envi-
ronment of such indiscipline and lack ef account-
ability, it Js obvious that rigorous pursuit of medi-
cal science is hardly possible. There was a time
when students from Malaysia, , Thailand,
and Nepal would come to our €s, es-
pecially the one at Dhaka. for studies. All these
countries, save perhaps one, have long surpassed
us in medical education, and have turned their
medical colleges into renowned institutions, and
their medical services, into foreign exchange earn-
ing business. We had the potential, perhaps still
do, of doing the same,

To go in that direction, we need a government
that does not to pander to the wishes of hooligans
and terrorists for short term political gain. A de-
termined drive to clean our medical colleges of all
anti-social elements, and restoring academic atmo-
sphere in all these institutions, is the legal and
moral responsibility of the government. They can-
not shirk this basic responsibility.

The faster this government learns that
'‘performance’ is a far greater guarantee of public
support, than harbouring terrorists and anti-social
elements, the better we all will be.

No Polythene Bag, Please

The Parllamentary Standing Committee on Jute
Ministry, at a meeting on Saturday, has come up
with a courageous and laudable decision in that it
has sought to ban the production of polythene bags
in the country. The committee decision, still in a
recommended form, must receive the affirmative
nod from other concerned ministries and go
through several formalities as required in the par-
llamentary system, before becoming a law. Whether
lobbies favouring continuation of polythene bag
production will be able to reverse the decision or
not is an outcome eagerly to be awaited in the
meantime. But there is no doubt that the commit-
tee has shown its pragmatism and environmental
consciousness by arriving at a conclusion we have
for long been urging the authority to move towards.

Once again we take this opportunity to lend our
strong support for the Parliamentary Committée's
move and earnestly hope that the recommendation
will be well recetved by other concerned authorities
for its early implementation. C the move
will not be without some complicacies, chief among
them li:_iemgthe reallocation of roles for the closed-
down factories now manufacturing polythene bags.
But one hopes the settlement of these claims will
not be very difficult. Even if all these prove quite
costly, in the ultimate analysis it's as costly as
could be due to the environmental damage
wrought by the continuation of production and use
of the innocuous looking substance called polythene.

The strongest reason we have in favour of a total
ban on the substance is that we boast the best re-
placement one could ever think of. The advantages
ﬁ:;m Chwhatt:umm the natural fi-
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haps in terms of But this is one dlmthl:llr-
tage we must bear with to save us form pains in a
number of other areas. Not only will our jute re-
- cetve a boost through its use-as bags but envi-
ronment-friendly fibre will spare us of a catas-
Mttering . ﬂhnnperum'mc i

polythene bags.
however will be in demand is more research
for ou::tmu up with thinner and more dunlz’ler Jute
bags a competitive , not only the
domestic market but also m foreign markets.

currency convertibility,
| made a passing reference to
the nexus between gold am-
uggling and illicit drug trafl-

ficking. Roughly about a week
earlier, about 130 grams of

smuggled gold valued at around
one crore Taka, had been setzed
in Chitiagong from two
members of the crew of a
foreign flag vessel. At about the
same time:, two consignments of
heroin, each valued at roughly
one crore Taka, were seized in

scparale raids on two
buses — also in Chitta ﬂ:
These could be just isolated

events or one could read a con-
nection, howsoever tenuous it
is, between the two cases. What
deserves notice is that both
hard drugs and gold are being
smuggled In.

When internationally traded
currency is not available freely,
gold wsually serves as the only

acceptable medium of exchange
for transactions in hard drugs

or for payments on account of
goods smuggled. Gold can be
sold for clean money too. It's all
scen as.a part of money laun-
dering process. Payment in gold
for drug transactions could be a
more important requirement
when the stuff s meant for con-
sumption at home. Considered

vin this perspective, reports of
increase in the number of drug
addicts in the country are in-
deed disturbing.

Setzure of illicit drugs by the
law enforcing agencies is not
exactly a new phenomenon in
this country. However, it used
to be thought earlier that this
country was mainly serving as a
transit route for hard drugs.
Recent developments ‘~nd to
take away this consalation _.o.

The number of drug addicts in
the country is said to have in-
creased four times in' the last
five years. As for hard drug ad-
diction, the fihdings of a survey
conducted by the World Health
Organisation on heroin addic-
tion in this country, suggest

HE Middle East is in
ferment over the se-
cret deal done by the
Palestine Liberation Organisati-
on and Israel in thg accords
signed in Oslo on August 19.
Supporters consider the "Oslo
Accords” an historic break-
through after a century of
Zionist-Palestinian warfare,
while opponents call them a
"betrayal,” of both Palestinian
national rights in their home-
land and of Muslim rights in a
part of Dar al-Islam, the "House
of Islam”.
The fact that the deal was
done in the deepest secrecy has
itself given rise to suspicion and

. concern that the PLO may have

given too much for too little.

-Hutﬂimwnuldhawbe:nm.

"Oslo Accords™ if the circle of
men in the know had been
widened beyond half a dozen an
each side.

Publicity would have gener- .
ated debate on th¢ details of
any accord gnd almost certainly
would have torpedoed it. On the
other hand, if Arab leaders had
been informed, they would have
suspected that the PLO was
doing a separate deal with

Israel and tried to disrupt it. -

Thus, the accords had to be

reached in sec if they were
to be reached at all.
It was a United States official

who suggested to Israeli Foreign
Minister Shimon Peres the idea
of holding direct secret talks
with the PLO. These talk began
nine months ago, in Oslo. Two
officials from each
side met 14 times and ham-
mered out a 23 page
"Declaration of Principles” set-
ting forth an agenda for a stage-
by-stage Israelf withdrawal from
territories captured in 1967 and
the implementation of
Palestinian self-rule over the
two million Palestinian inhabi-
tants in the Gaza Strip and the
West Bank.
The first of this process
{s Isracli withdrawal from Gaza
and the town of Jericho in the
West Bank, within six months
of the formal signing of the
declaration. The second stage,
to occur over the next three
months is Israeli military evac-
uation of the centres of
Palestinian population in the
West Bank, excluding East
Jerusalem, in preparation for
elections to a Palestinian
Interim  Self-Governing
Authority to take over the ad-
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Stock Exchange
Sir

two columns are

, Nearly
devoted regularly in indicating
the transactions of Dhaka Stock
Exchange, current selling price
against issue price, index of all

» comments etc ete, In
your esteemed daily. But
analytical reports against
performances of previous years
are also essential so that small
investors can understand about
their investment and possibili-

ties of return on investment in
future. "

The current index of all
shares involving 142 public

Hmited exceeds 400
and thus in case one investor

Letters. for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

Of Drug Trafficking, Smuggling, Money
Laundering and the Golden Connection

that no less than ten per cent of
the addicts are hooked to hard
drugs. Heroin is said to have
been first detected In this coun-
try in 1983 and since then, over
56 kilograms of this hard drug
were scized by the law enloreing
agencies. Lately, cocaine also
has joined the stream of hard
drugs being smuggled into the
country. Over the past three
years, more than seven kilo-
grams of cocaine were setzed
And, as Is well known, setzures
usually represent only a [rac-
tion of the total quantity being
smuggied.

Proximity to drug producing
areas, particularly the borders
along Myanmar- Thalland - Laos,
the so-called Golden Triangle, is
cited as the immediate reason
for rendering this country vul-
nerable to drug trafficking

. Drugs from the so-called Gol-

den Crescent, especially the
north-western region of Pakis-
tan, is also considered as
another source. With addiction
on the rise, drugs will continue
to flow In through clandestine
channels [rom these sources
until production is stamped out
in the areas where these are
grown. And, this is easier said
than done! Thailand Is said to
have come down heavily on
drug trafficking. Now, foreign
media reports say, alternate
routes for smuggling heroin
produced In the Golden Triangle
have already been established,
further to the north and east.
Last year, seizure ol heroin in
China is said to have increased
nearly eight-fold to a quantity
exceeding 2,000 kilograms.
However, most of the heroin is
reportedly being routed through
Laos to Cambodia and also
Vietnam from: where the drug is
being shipped oul. The virtual
closure of the traditional Thai

conduit has not stopped the

flow of heroin to addicts all over
the world.

Drug and
hundtﬁml}l tm
discussion at a
sium held In Si last
April. The Commonwealth Sec-
retariat was a cosponsor of the
meet, attended by experts from
23 countries including Bang-

United Nationa [nternational
Drug Control Programme
(UNDCP) and Interpol, were also
present. The three-day sym-
postum analysed the connection

n narcotics trafficking
and money laundering with
particular emphasis on the Asta -
region. The meeting noted that

include requiring financial insti-
tutions to report suspicious and
large cash transactions, effec-
tive and identical supervision of
both bank and non-bank finan-
cial institutions, monitori
cross border flow of funds
developing legal framework and
efMicient methodology to trace,
freeze and confiscate the pro-
ceeds of crime.

In this country, drug
trafficking is perhaps yet to
assume the serfous proportions
that smuggling has. The
number of drug addicts is still
said t6 be below one million.
The volume of transactions also

perhaps is not quite staggering.
However, all these do not make

the phenomenon less alarming.

profits Irom ({llicit drug
trafficking were being funnelled
into the financial system by
using the legitimate financial
institutions, as also the
informal money markets. In
order to prevent the use of the
banking system for laundering
drug money, experts called
upon the financial institutions
to play a key role in the
detection of flow of {llicit funds.
They stressed the need for
effective customer identification
and updating record keepin
practices within the flnanu
institutions.

The symposium made sev-

_eral recommendations for Hmit-

ing the use of the banking sys-
tem for legitimisation of {llegal
earnings from drug trafficking,
smuggling and similar other
serious economic crimes. These

Apart [rom the other evils that it

mlﬂ, drug addiction also
to serfous and vicious

crimes. Besides, drug
functions as part ufu:m
chain. As a financial expert of
the UNDCP suggested at the

Singa symposium,

ot Sier g trafBeiing gt
erated between 300
billion 500 billon US dol-

. Is big business.
In the context of the
ing currency convertibility,

ideas for deterring use of the
legitimate system for
purposes of money

as emerging from the discus-
sfons and s made at
the Singapore symposium,
merit consideration. Money
lau forms a nexus with

drug king, smuggling of

gold and merchandise. Freeing

movement of from ex-
such activity in the initial phase

take the existence of the vibrant
informal money market into
cognizance, Rather aptly desig-
nated in local business pariance
as dul nombori taka, literally,

the secondary quality Taka, this
money generated outside the

I ittance by the workers
abroad Is perhaps
another area which might call
for more intenstve moni
during the initial phases of
currency convertibility. Through
the medium of the so-called
hundi business, funds gener-
ated by the earnings of our
wrhtnm-hrmd. are also used
to smugghing and
ably the traffic inf druglprt:z

Under the hund{ mechanism
being practiced now, the
worker's foreign currenc
eamnings remain abroad -rhll
his nominee at home recetves
payment in Taka, usually at a
rate more favourable than the
official conversion rate. The
service is reliable and more
prompt that the bank’s.

According to official figures,
the number of Bangladeshi
workers who went abroad with
legal permission from the gov-
ernment during the last finan-
clal year (1992-93) was 28 per
cent higher than that of the

preceding year. Total amount of
remittances through official

Why the PLO Opted for Peace

Michael Jansen writes from Tunis

m
PLO leader Yasser Arafat has attracted storms of controversy over the “Oslo Accords.” the
secret deals reached between his organisation and Israel. Caught between Palestinian
opposition to the ugreements on one side, and traditional Israeli suspicion of Palestinians
on the other, he must tread very carefully if he is to make something of this unprecedented
breakthrough. A Gemini News Service correspondent who met the PLO Chairman reports

on the state of play.

West Bank &
E. Jerusalem

ministration of health, educa-
tion, welfare, culture and jus-
tice, and the levying of taxes.

Discussions on the
"sovereignty authorities,” con-
trol of water, natural resources,
land, electricity and communi-
cations, are underway and are
expected to result in an agree-
ment for joint administration.
Talks on the “final status of the
territories and East Jerusalem,”
which the Palestinians insist
must become the capital of their
state, are supposed to begin two
years after the interim authority
takes office.

However, a Palestinian
source who took part in the
Oslo talks said permanent sta-

desires to purchase shares
worth Tk 1000/- in each of the
142 com . he or she is to
pay at least 142x1000x4 l.e Tk
568,000/~ for an tssued value of

Tk 142,000/- only. Under the
above backdrop if he or she did
purchase in June '92 and sold
in July '93 what is the real rate
of return on investment through
income of dividends, sale of

right shares and sale of bonus
shares during one year ‘period
as above? Let your concerned
correspondents also report
kmn group wise le.

. textile, jute, neering,
pharmaceuticals i.':ﬂl‘;:-l.’i fnrﬂ?hlc
benefit of small investors.It is

| The Palestinian diaspora

Total: 5.dmillion

ity could not be separated from
the interim arrangements and
an enormous amount had al-
ready been discussed, and even
settied.

The source outlified the
PLO’s major gains. Israel, for
the first time, has recognised
the Palestinians as a distinct
"people” with national rights,
The PLO has also been recog-
nised as the “"sole legitimate
representative of the Palestinian
people,” a step taken by the
Arab governments 1974.

[sracl has, also for the first
time, committed itself to the
implementation of Security
Council resolutions 242 and
338 calling for Israel's with-
drawal from«he territories oc-

worth mentionable that a of
number of banks and others.
Companies could not pay divi-
dend four to seven years at a
stretchl

Sadiq Alee
Maghbazar Dhaka

Re-conditioned cars

Sir, Every year we import
hundreds of secondhand HP;:!-
cles popularly known as 're-
conditioned cars’ at the cost of
our hard-earned foreign ex-
change. :

The engine, , nuts and
bolts of those :;:ly and dilapi-
dated vehicles give in in no time
and we are required to repair
and replace those either with

imported new spare parts or
withy our home made 'Dholai
products.

Most of those vehicles are
carlier discarded and sold out
by the original owners to the
secondhand automobile deal-

ers-cum-exporters believably at
throw away prices. The body

‘Jerusalemites in

cupied in 1967. Palestinians
interpret this as [sracl evacua-
tion of all these terri-
tories because the preamble to
242 affirns the principle of the
"inadmiss of the -
tbnnft:rﬂtnmmr;yby hmw

The West Bank and Gaza are
two separate territories. But the
"Gaza-Jericho first™ with@rawal
makes it clear that the two are
to be seen as "one territorial
unit” which should not be split
up and shared out either in the
“interim period” or in the final
settlement.

.The participation by
the
Palestinians’ "electoral process,”
in which they are to vote and,
perhaps, stand for office, links
Arab East Jerusalem firmly to
the Palestinian self-government

and an eventual

arrangemerits
Isracli withdrawal from the Arab

portions of the city. Yossi Beilin,
Israel's Deputy Foreign
Minister, has suggested that a
sector of East Jerusalem should
be given limited au —
the first time that a member of
the Israeli government has
made such a suggestion.

The US, its allies in the Gulf,
the European Community and
international lend institu-

tions have all p financial
assistance to up the in-
frastructure in and the

West Bank, and to provide for
Inng-t;;:: economic develop-
ment. US has promised $50
million, the EC $100 million,
Scandinavian countries $125
million and Japan $100 million.
The World Bank has pledged a
soft loan, at one per cent inter-
est, of $4.5 billion over five
years.

The PLO also seeks to free
hundreds of millions of dollars
in taxes collected from expatri-
ate Palestinian workers by Gulf
governments and frozen in their

out most of the cars to public
sector and mini-buses to the

private entrepreneurs. It is in-
deed a lucrative and prof-

We feel that the import of old
and secondhand motor vehicles
may be banned in our country.
Wt:g.hnwmr. chas-
sis spare parts of the vehi-

banks because of PLO opposi-
tion to the US-led war against
Irag. .
PLO Chajirman Yasser Arafat
said that urgent, massive fi-
nancial assistance was essential
if the peace process was to take
root in the territories, particu-
larly Gaza where, he told thi
correspondent, "Our people are
suffering from kidney and liver
sickness because of the salinity
of the water.” Rapid progress on
the economic front, he asserted,
would defuse political opposi-
ton.

Hnthrmpnmnumﬂuppu~
nents ol the "Oslo Accords”
agree that what Israel is offering
the Palestinians is too little, too
late. It comes after 100 years of
suffering and struggle and the
E.:knfhnﬂ'ﬂtl’:hunhnpm-
ple.

The two sides also agree that
Israel cannot be relied upon to
implement either the letter of
the accords or their intent.

k.

Proponents argue that the
Palestinians have no choice but
to make peace because the
armed struggle they have
waged for so long simply has
not won them one inch of terri-
tory. m the PLO must
accep can get in -

' gc nego

All PLO officials, those in

favour of the proposals and

* those against, insist that there

must be absolutely firm inter-
national tees on the im-
lementation of the "Accords”
use it is true that Israel
cannot be trusted to abide by
its signature.

Arafat told this correspon-
dent that he was satisfled with
the " between the vari-
ous phases of implementation:
"full autonomy” in Gaza and
Jericho would lead to "full au-
tonomy” in' the West Bank and

-the Ministry of

Commerce, Ministry of Indu-

stries and Small and Cottage
Industries Corporation may
kindly examine and consider
the matter,

O H Kabtr
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Lalmatia roads

Sir, Lalmatia is a ‘posh’ resi-
dential as well as commercial
area. It is the only area where
roads have no footpaths.
Whereas just it is the
residential area
that boasts of both good roads
and footpaths. The Lalmatia
roads are in a most deplorable
econdition. Yet, when our Dhaka
City. Mayor visits the area and
finds ponds and such bodies

. {

the workers earnings abroad
being funnelled into fllicit

Taka on a free float, reflect-
ing fts market value, could ac-
tually encourage workers
abroad to remit their funds
through official channels,
However, channels for remit-
tance of funds by workers
abroad through banks and

i-

panded substantially. Other-
wise, the reverse could

Even more of an immediate
need is to tone up the existing
facilities for remitting funds
through offictal channels. It (s
reassuring to note that the

their
eamings home through legal
means, as an Area reguiring

_ t. Proximity of the
date set for currency convert
ibility, calls for expediting ac-
tion on this front.

To accommodate a topical
article on -PLO-Israell accord, we
had to hold over “Along my Way”
which normally appears every
Monday, for a day. We regret
this unannounced change.

- T —

the creation of a Palestinian
state with East Jerusalem as its
capital. "The Palestinian flag
will soon fly over the mosques
and churches in Jerusalem ...
Palestinian claims in Jerusalem
will never diminish”, he said.

Radical Palestinian group-
ings based in Damascus, which
oppose the deal, and the lslamic
resistance groups In the terri-
tories [(Hamas and [slamic
Jihad) say they will fight im-
plementation of the "Oslo
Accords” in the same way that

they have fought the oecupa-
ton

They claim that the "Accords
legitimise the Israeli occupa-
tion” because they do not call
for an immediate Isracli with-
drawal from all occupted
Palestinian land and the trans-
fer of authority to a Palestinian
administration. Furthermore,
the opposition says it is not cer-
tain that Israel will ever with-
draw from the territories. And
PLO supporters of the "Accords”
agree with them but say that
the Palestinians must act
quickly if they are to prevent
Israeli colonisation of all the
land in the occupied territories.

So far Arafat has secured the
support of the governments of
Tunisia, t, Sudan, Jordan
and the states while Syria
and Lebanon, two of the PLO's
partners in the peace process,
remain coolly neutral. Iraq and
Iran have voiced opposition and
could lend their support to
Palestinian opponents deter-
mined to use violence to wreck
a settlement.

There is also a wrecker coali-
tion on the Isracli side, of set-
tlers, Jewish religious funda-
m;ltﬂintl and jmembers of
right-wing parties all violently
opposed to the ceding of any of
“the Land of Greater Israel” to
the Palestintans.

The major problem with the
;]thu;:?dl' is precisely this,

t propose to repartition
the "Land” between Israelis —
who have the power to hold on
to ltl::rﬂ Palestinians, who do
not the power to take it
force. The Palestinians will bcz
as great a disadvantage {n win-
ning the peace as they were
when waging the armed strug-
gle they lost.
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the owners of dire conse-
quences if those are not cleaned
and made into "hatcheries” for
fish cultivation.

However, the uncleaned
drains of this area perha
huutnf'fhhmlnnunn'ﬂmp;
is small boys and girls are
found to be engaged in catching
quite a number of small fish by
mdmlntnﬂm

Who shall clean the drains
and repair the roads is a million
dollar question that the Mayor
needs to answer and solve the
problems facing the dwellers as
well as others who have to use
the roads for going to and re-
turning from schools and col-
leges, markets and workplaces.

If the Mayor really means

improvement, he please have
the roads and foot-
paths constructed first. The
miseries are too much to be ig-
nored.

A resident,



