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NEW YORK, Sept
12: Second sced
Pete Sampras ser-
ved his way past
Russian an-
der Volkov on Sa-
turday to his return to
the US Open final and the top
of the tennis world, reports
Reuter.

With his 6-4, 6-3, 6-2 semi-
final victory over the 14th seed,
Sampras regained the number
one ranking and is poised to
become the first man since
Boris Becker in 1989 to win
Wimbledon and the US Open in
the same year.

"l served really well,” said
as, who did not face a
point in the entire one

hour 48 minute match.

"The last couple of mat-
ches... | hit the ball really well,”
added the second seed, who
dropped just two sets on his
way to the final.

To avenge last year's final
round loss to Stefan Edberg,
which he called the most devas-
tating of his career, Sampras

will have to beat surpris-
ing 15th seed Cedric Pioline.

The dashing Frenchman
opened the day with an impres-
sive 6-1, 6-7, 7-6, 6-1 victory
over unseeded Australian Wally
Masur,

Pioline, who picked off top
seed Jim Courier and eighth
seed Andrei Medvedev on his
way to the semis, became the
first Frenchman to reach the US
final since Henri Cochet in
1932.

The men's semifinals of the
super Saturday programme on
a windy autumn-like day
sandwiched the women's singles
final in which top seed Stefli
Graf dismantled 12th seed
Helena Sukova 6-3, 6-3 to claim
her third Grand Slam title of the
year and third career US Open
Crown.

"It is a great achieyement to
have been able to win three
Grand Slams and be in the final

1993

of the other one,” said Gral, who
earned 535,000 for the win.

Sampras moved quietly

his match, keeping the
points short and holding his
serve with ease throughout.

The left-handed Russian

e a far better account of

If than in last year's quar-
ter-final with ﬂlmtlt
American him of quit-
ting after one set.

"He came out ready to play.
He was serving very well”
Sampras said.

But the second sced, who

bgcame the youngest ever US
ﬂpen nhnmpum at 19, three
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years ago, made the most of his
break opportunities.

converted the lone
break point of the first set.
Unfortunately for Volkov, it
came at set point.

The Russian, playing his
first career Grand Slam semifi-
nal, saved two break points in
the second set. But Volkov fell
behind again in the eighth game
and Sampras drilled a back-
hand crosscourt winner that
caught the line for 5-3 and he
served out the set.

"After | won the second set |
could see him kind of lose in-
terest,” Sampras said.

"l could see it in the way he
was himself. | think he
knew he was in trouble.”

If Volkov didn’t know he was
in trouble after two sets, it be-
came painfully obvious when
Sampras opened the third set
with another service break.

He broke Volkov once more
for good measure at 5-2 and
served oul the maitch with a
love game, ending it with his
16th ace, .a 117-mile per hour
(188 kph) sizzler.

CEDRIC PIOLINE

The most inspirational ten-

nis of the day, however, was
provided by Cedric Pioline, who

came out p perhaps the
best tennis of anyone in the
tournament over the past two
weeks.

Like Sampras, Pioline did
not lose his serve once. But the
brilliance of his play, especially
in the opening set, was breath-
taking as he raced out to a 5-0
lead before Masur knew what
hit him.

The depth and precision of

his groundstrokes and passing
shots gave Masur no chance as
Pioline smacked winner after
winner — 17 in the first set to
just two for Masur and 62 in
the match.

"I couldn't beltéve the way he
played in the first flve games

He did absolutely nothin
wrong," said the 24th-rlnh=3
Masur, who did not face a
sceded player on his way to the
semis, g

"He had too much game for
me. He is very dangerous on
both sides.”

Masur played better in the
middle .two sets and Pioline
came down to earth a bit as the
pair split tie-breaks.

But the Australian veteran's
inability to capitalise on break
points continued to hurt him
and when Ploline broke Masur
to open the final set, he was
done for.

Pioline fashioned another
overpowering 6-1 set and stood
on the threshhold of his first
professional title — at the
tuurﬂ'mnt tournament in the

"I said to myself go and hit
every ball you can and try to
make a winner,” said Pioline. "]
really played well at the end.”

The 24- -old Parisian is
only the fourth Frenchman to
reach the US finals. The other
three are the tennis legends of
the 19208 and '30s Cochet,
Rene Lecoste and Jean Borotra.

"I hope they are happy in
France,” he said.

Sampras saild he expects
Pioline to come out swinging to-
day.
ﬂ)’_HE really . has nothing to
lose. It's his first Grand Slam
final and he's going to be swing-

away.”

And Pioline’s impression of
Sampras?

“He is playing, very well.

Good serve, forehand,
good volley, good smash, good
legs, good mental.

"We will see tomorrow.”

Sport
Sampras on top of the world again

HE‘W YORK, Sept
Now that
cnmmunllm and
the Berlin Wall
have crumbled,
tennis players fr-
om the former Soviet bloc are
helping out the countries they
used to fight with, reports AP,
Manuela H:.laﬂl-l?rngnie;:
resented DBulgaria in t
'll?hﬂ Seoul Olympics, although
she also was a Swiss citizen,
and untll, recently donated 10
per cent of her winnings 1o the
Bulgarian Tennis Federation,
And Natalia Zvereva, who
once complained that the Soviet
Tennis Federation kept all of
her prize money, has loaned
money to her current federation
so they could enter teams In
federation and Davis Cup com-
petitdon.
*Communism does not exist

Gigi Fernandez,
Zvereva denied

Grand Slam sweep

NEW YORK, Sept 12: The
Crand Slam women's doubles
bid by Natalia Zvereva of
Belarus and American Gigl
Fernandez ended on Saturday
when they lost to their seeds
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario and
Helena Sukova | -6, 6-3, 6-4 In
the semifinals of the US Open,

Reuter.

The top-seeded Zvereva and
Fernandez, doubles winners at
the Australian, French and
Wimbledon Champienships,
were trying to match the Grand
Slam sweep last achieved in
19684 by Martina Navratilova
and Pam Shriver.

Sukova, who played the
doubles semifinal after losing
the singles championship
match in straight sets to Stefli
Graf earlier in the day, will be

for her second title of the
t when she and her
partner play South
African Amanda Coetzer and
ines Gorrochategut in

s doubiles final.
Czech teamed up with
Todd Woodbridge of Australia
on Thursday to win the mixed

doubles crown.

anymore. [t was a huge h:thll
was buund to cnllap!t
Yulia Berberian Malegva, a
nine-time Bulgarian %tennis
champion whose three daugh-
ters are currently ranked in the
top 20 in the world.
*Unfortunately for Bulp.rh, it
took.about 50

Both Zvereva and Maleeva
say the biggest change in their
lives since the demise of the
lron Curtain has been the case
with which they nbow obtain
visas, neécessary to travel the
professional tennis circuit,

“I travel whenever | want to
or whenever | feel like it~
Zvereva said. "it's getting better
with the visa situation because
in my hometown (of Minsk) a lot
of embassies are starting to
open up.’

A major reason for the
change is that Zvereva doesn't
ltve in the same country any-
more, although she hasn’t
moved.

Before, she was a citizen of
the Soviet Union. Now, she has
a Belarus passport, and Minsk,
not Moscow, is the capital.

"Now that the embassies
have opened up in my home-
town, | go to one and get a visa
in a couple of days,” Zvereva
said.

Mrs Maleeva and her two
youngest daughters — Katerina
and — still call Sofia
home. Manuela is married, lives
in St. Legier, Switzerland, and
now represents that country in
Federation Cup play.

Manuela, sceded 11th,
reached the semifinals of the
US Open for the second con-
secutive year. Magdalena, the
baby of the family, was seeded
the highest No 10, and reached
the fourth round, where she
was ousted by sibling Katerina.
She eventually fell to Helena
Sukova.

“The change is 80 huge that
it's like a different country
now,” Mrs. Maleeva said. “"There
is no more lron Curtain.
Everyone can travel. Everyone
has their travel passport in
their pocket.”

Both Zvercva and Katerina
Maleeva were in the news for
stands they took against their

respective governments when
the Iron Curtnm was still im-
le.

In 1989, when she was I8
years old and ranked fifth in the
world, Zvereva said she was
tired of giving most of her win-
nings to the Soviet Tennis
Federation and wanted to keep
more for herself. She became
the first Soviet tennis player to
sign a professional personal
contract with an American
agent, ProServ, in April 1989,
and came under attack from
members of the Soviet sports
hierarchy.

Katerina Maleeva came un-
der attack in her native land
when she backed the democ-
racy movement.

"Just before the first free
elections in Bulgaria in 1990,
there was a huge euphoria and
everybody was trying to help
the new democratic mowve-
ment,” Mrs Maleeva said. “Rock
stars were giving eoncerts and
Katerina was asked to play an
exhibition match.

“To do something like this
only a few months before that
was unthinkable, to do some-
thing you want to do and you
don't have the permission from
the f(ederation, from the
Ministry of Sports or the KGB
or people there. You know, the
Ministry of Sports, every secre-
tary of a federation is KGB.

So they come to Katerina
and the secretary of the federa-
tion told her. “You're doing
something you don’t hmgr
misajon (o dn She said t
need your permission. ['m doing
this.’ And she did 1t."

Mrs. Maleeva said she was
in Berlin, where Magdalena and
Manuela were playing, when
Katerina was on the car

the officials.
Pd'?yltnt him a fax,” she said.
"This was the first time | ex-
pressed what | felt. The first
time. And | was already 45,

*I told him, "don't you ever
dare tell us what to do and
what not to do. You have your
ﬁ)bﬂtlu.ltﬁtypui you in it. |

ve my job because | carned
it. | worked for it. So don't tell
us what to do.”

The Maleevas were able to

Doing something for native land

keep the money they won on
the worldwide circuit, some-
thing others behind the Iron
Curtain couldn’t do.

Zvereva, the world junior
champion in 1987 after winning
the French Open. Wimbledon
and US Open junior titles, and
other players from the Soviet
Union received only a stipend to
cover expenses, while the
money they won went to their
lederation. — .

Mrs. Maleeva said there was
a reason her daughters were
treated differently.

*The Soviet federation took
complete care of their players,”
Mrs. Malecva said, "airlare, ho-
tel bill, clothes. For us, the min-
ister of sports never paid one
thing. Never, ever.

“So they did not have the
face to come for our money.”

The Maleevas didn’t turn
their backs on their country.

*Until Manuela got married,
she was giving 10 per cent” to
the Bulgarian federation, Mrs.
Maleeva said. At that time,
Manuela was paying for her-
self, for Katerina, for me — and
we bargained for the 10 per
cent tax.

*The minute she married,
her husband said, 'No more
money’

After she was married, she
kept on competing for Bulgaria
for two more years. She won
that Olympic medal from Korea
for Bulgaria although she was
already a Swiss citizen ... Her
husband was very understand-
Ing.

'Friendship Run’

gets underway

TAIPEI, Sept 12: Twenty-four
athletes from China and Tatwan
began a two-week “Friendship
run” from Taipel to Beljing on
Sunday, accompanied for the
first ive KM (three miles) by
thousands of Talwanese ama
teur runners, reports Reuter.

The 12 athletes from China
and 12 from Taiwan were Lo run
through more than a dozen
cities on both sides of the
Tatwan straits before arriving in
Beijing on September 26.

Organisers billed it as a
3,000 km (1,860-mile)] mara-
thon but the schedule reveals
that the athletes will actually
run for only a few hours every
day, catching planes between
cities including Kashiung in
Taiwan and Shanghai and
Harbin in China.

To get to China the runners
will have to fly via the British
colony of Hong Kong as Taipei
and Befjing have had no direct
links since the 1949 communist
revolution that ousted the na-
tionalists from the mainland.

Senior Tatwanese govern-
ment officials joined several
thousands Taipei residents in

rumm-‘.tl';lut stretch.

"We to improve feelings
between peoples on both sides
through this sports activity,”
Cheyne Chiu, secretary-general
of Taiwan's Straits Exc
Foundation, which handies
island's links with China, told

reporters last week
Sports between
Tatwan and China have been
aince
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Black seems

= 9
Briton’s bane
LONDON, Sept 12: Black
threatens to spell death for
British challenger Nigel Short's
attempt to defeat world chess
champion Garri Kasparov, re-

%m&w

leads the 24-game series 2-1/2
to 1/2 on the s of wins

dispose of Short in quick order.

Short will have white pieces
in the pair's fourth game on
Tue

'1.‘?1?' Azeri-born Russian
com the advantage of the
first move in chess with having
the serve in tennis. Many con-
sider this exaggerated, but for
Short it now looks unusually

L.

e Short's results when defend-
ing the black pieces against
Kasparov are disastrous — he
has now only managed a single
draw playing that colour in nine
carcer alttempts against
Kasparov, widely reguarded as
the strongest player in the his-
tory of the game.

The only encouraging sign
for the challenger is that he has
created winning chances in ev-
ery game, a fact hidden by the
lopsided scoreline.

“If I was unhucky the score
could be the opposite. Today
Nigel could draw and he could
have won the first or second
Games,” Kasparov admitted on
Saturday in a press conference

the post-game interview for
television and press. The loser
retires to lick his wounds.

Short has a history of feeble
starts in crucial matches, and
has always fought back. What
makes experts sceptical that

Short's knack for renaissance is
likely to surface here is the
lifetime record between the
players.

In serfous tournament play
before this match, Short had
managed only one win to set
against Kasparov's 10 victories,
with just a handful of games
ending in draws.

now find it hard to

visualise Short mounting a se-

rious challenge, but are not

quite convinced that Kasparov,

despite his strong start, is in
form.

*] think the match will get
worse for Short — but I'm not
sure if the games can get any
worse,” disillusioned English
Grandmaster Lony Miles told

Reuters.

Garri Kaspamv of Runma awaits chal’ienger Nigel Short's next move during the t.thld game of their rebel world championship
at the Savoy Hotel in London on Saturday. Kasparov leads the 24-match series 2 —i

— AFP photo

Short left short of space

LONDON, Sept
12: Garri

rov dtfum
time-troubled
challenger - Nigel
Short in Game 3
to take a substantial early lead
Saturday in their

world championship match,

Short virtually threw the
game away in a [rantic time
scramble as the match's two-
hour, 40-move limit ap-
proached. With just 60 seconds
to go the British champion had
to make four moves. He made
the deadline but suffered heavy
losses in the

"His lttapm not look
healthy. He had to sacrifice too
much, and | felt confident,”
Kasparov told the post-match
press conference at London's
Savoy Theatre.

Ina uurprlsmgly. upbeat, in-

"Short got outmanoeuvred in
the early stages,” said Tony
Miles, the first British-born

Grandmasier, who called the
knight- p swap "a serious
mistake.” Two bishope are con-
sidered a tier pair than a
knight and a bishop.

"After that his went
downhill na .. Miles told

Other observers derisively
described Short’s at-
tack as “the charge of the Short
brigade.”

Short's loss gave Kasparov a
2-point lead in the 24-game

match, which continues

game —
appeared to be winning but ran
out of time on his 40th move —
ﬁdﬂ*iﬂl%ﬂl‘lhhﬂl}
were predicting that the two-
month series would prove a
Kasparov rout. After Saturday,
none felt confident of
a come- hind for
5 seas frues sl visiey

"He's never been two points
down in a match before,” said
British Grandmaster Cathy
Forbs. "But he's very tough,
he's very determined and he's

mthingtnlm:.

Kasparov, who talked at
length with Short on siage after
the match, said it was "
chess” that could have gone ei-

- ther way.
"Iit's what | — what
we promised,” said,

referring to his and Short's
foundation in F of the
Professional Chass Association
in defiance of the international
chess federation FIDE.

Karpov, Timman opt for draw

ARNHEM, Nethe-
rlands, Sept 12:
Dutch Grandmas-
ter Jan Timman
secured an easy
draw for-

mer world champion Anatoly

of Russia in the fourth

game of the FIDE World Chess
Championship on Saturday,
Reuter,

After only three hours’ play
Timan offered his higher ranked
opponent a draw and after five
minutes’ thought, Karpov de-
cided he had no chance of win-
ning and accepted the offer.

The match score now stands
at two points each.

Timman, controlling the
black pieces, abandoned the

solid Queen's Indian Defence

with which he scored a crush-
ing victory in Game Two and
tried the risky Vienna variation
of the Queen's Gambit declined.

Karpov, world champion

from 1975 to 1985, scemed un-

settled. He proceeded cau-
tiously, and soon fell well be-
hind on the clock.

Pundits in Arnhem judged
the position after the ear
moves to be complete
"After the of gqueens
the game will be an early draw,”
Norwegian expert Argold
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Eikrem said.
Sure enough, the shortest
game of the match ended five

For the third consecutive
game, Timman's opening ideas
seemed superior to those of
Karpov and the Russian looked
nervous throughout.

In contrast Timman, aged 4]
and 30 places below Karpov in
the world rankings, appeared
totally at ease, sometimes
brushing his long hair away
from his face, the better to con-
centrate on the position.

"Something is wrong with

Karpov's o ng preparation,”
said IﬂhTtermw Master

Eli Svidler.
"Either that or his seconds
(Grandmaster assistants

Vladimir Epishin and Ron

Henley) are not working prop-

erly. Karpov has got nothing

from any of the openings in this
match.”

"Jan will be very happy.”
Timman's Grandmaster com-
patriot Genna Sosonko said.

Timman will have the advan-

first time in the match.
won the first game
but Timman immedi-
ately with a win in the second
. The third gameé was
B Jldsis licHAss i -..,J-.......
Karpov,42, arrived 10" is-
utes late for the game after his
seconds misjudged the time re-
quired to travel the 24 kms (15
miles) from their hotel In

Apeldoorn.

. Karpov and Timman are
playing for the official FIDE

challenger Nigel Short would
not the match conditions
proposed by the World Chess

Federation.

Kas and Short, who
split from the World Chess
Federation to form their own
contro body, are currently
holding breakaway Time
World Championship iIn
London.

The first 12 games in the
best of 24 game match are to be
;hyedmthtﬁeﬂﬂhlﬂ:—h

., Arnhem and Amsterdam
— with the games

remaining
scheduled for Oman. The win-
ner will the first player to reach

12.5 points.

CRYPTOQUIP
PG vQ)] X2 W si FNGM
N J WNEFV X NACGS Q
YPQINJY PJ] MRS CNAWR?
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: INMINIMUM SECURITY

PRISON, INMATES HELD A HAPPY BIRTHDAY CELL-

EBRATION.

Today's Cryptoquip clue: W equals G

The C
letter stan
will

for another. If

oquip is a sabstitution cipher in which one
you think that X
equal O throughout the puzzle. Single letters, short

equals O, it

words and words using an apostrophe give you clues to
locating vowels. Huﬁnn is by trial lnd error.



