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NEW YORK, Sept gave Grafl a 4-1

Youngmen's Club at the Hockey Stadium. The match ended in a one-all draw.

Ambrose amerces
Derbyshire

LONDON, Sept 12: Six-
wicket Curtly Ambrose returned
his best Engitsh country figures
for three years on Saturday to
ltft Northamptonshire into sec-
ond place in the championship
behind winners Middlesex, re-
ports Reuter.

England's selectors, who
name their squad on Wed-
nesday for the Carfbbean tour
early next year, were given a

also among the wickets
at Bristol
Notts, 117 for one as they

chased Gloucestershire's 277
for nine declared, slid to 153 for
filve as Walsh four
wickets in five overs r lunch.

But the visitors weathered
the storm and recovered to 251
for eight before skipper Tim
Robinson declared 26 behind.
Gloucestershire were 58 for two
at stumps, a lead of 85

At Lord's, E 's Mark
Ramprakash tient,
unbeaten ll?un:r
ons Middlesex reached :Hﬂior
seven off Lancashire.

Asian men's v'ball

results

BANGKOK, Sept 12: Asian
Games champions China dow-
ned Qatar in straight sets 15-6,
15-7, 15-4 in their Group D
first round match in the 7th

Asian men's volleyball champi-
onship . reports AFP,
In the Group D match,

in Nakhon Ratchasima 260
kilometres (160 miles) northeast
of here, Australia beat Ban-
gladesh 15-4, 165-4, 15-9, 15-
11, while Japan downed Iran

15-3, 15-2, 15-8. :
in Group C, India edged
scts to two, 3-

15, 15-6, 8-15, 15-7, 15-4.

TT course now

from Sept 28

An | 1-day Olympic solidarity
course on table ténnis, organ-

ised by the h Table
Tennis Federation (BTTF), will
begin on September 28, three
days later than the ecarlier

sh Olympic Association

A) and International Table
Tennis Federation (ITTF)., was
earlier scheduled to start on
September 25.

British coach Tony Tefl,
nominated by ITTF, is due to
arrive in the capital on
September 27, to conduct the
course to be participated by 26
representatives from across the
country,

Prize giving

ceremony

The prize-giving ceremony of
the second annual chess com-
petition of the Dhaka Deafl
Sports Association will be held
on September 14, at 5.30 pm at
the National Deaf Assoctation
auditortum.

mmnmnhramp
Harun al-Rashid will be (ke

chief guest.

Madrasha meet

commences
RAJSHAHI, - Sept 12:

h-dql:ll‘lﬂlrﬂm.

summer football, handball and

Hdbydtﬁcﬁdmm

Sports Association, began at
Physical Education
today, reports BSS,
« Divisional Comissioner of
Rajshahi M Aminul Islam tnau-
gurated the competitidn.

Fnkirtrpml You-
ngmen's Chub dro-
pped a valuable
point in the Star

First Division foot-

ball league as

their encounter with Eskaton

Sabu ended in a one-

all draw at the Hockey Stadium
yesterday, rts UNB.

Despite draw, Fakirer-

pool YC maintained their solo
lead in the league table with 19
points from 14 matches while
Eskaton Sabuj Sangha imp-
roved their chances of avoiding
relegation upping their
collection to 13 points from 14
. The league leaders led the
first half 1-0.

Mehdi Masud put Fakir-
erpool ahead in the 36th minute
of the first half by a nice chip
over onrushing Nizam, the
Eskaton custodian, after recefv-
ing a pass from Askar Babu [1-
0).

Dabloo, playing as substitute
for Wakil, scored the equaliser
in the 22nd minute of the sec-
ond half from a spot kick (1-1).

Eskaton got the penalty

when Ibrahim of Faki
handled tl’:hllllnﬂltdnnger
zone while tackling Rinku.

Mehdi of Fakirerpool spoiled
two good chances — in the 13th
minute of first half and the fifth
minute of the second. On both
occasions, he failed to drive the
ball home from vantage posi-
thon.

Mizan and Rinku of Eskaton
SS and Ibrahim of Fakirerpool
were cautioned with the yellow

card.
TEAMS
FAKIRERPOOL YC: Kawser,
Ibrahim, Masum, Hassan Ma-
mun {Sohel) {Shahid), Lokman,
Gobinda, Mukter, Asif, Askar,
Mehdi and Arif Mamun.

ESEATON SABUJ SONGHA:
Nizam, Wakil (Dabloo), Rafique,
Ruhul, Mizan, Litu, Mokhles
(Archi), Asad, Hlnku Watana
and Kushit (Don).

Releree : R Alam.

In the Star Premier Division
league, Agrani Bank Club
shared points with Wari Club as
the league tussie between them

ended in a goalless draw at the -

Dhaka Stadtum.

y's Star First Division football league match between Eskaton Sabuj Sangha nnd Fakirerpool

— Star photo

Fakirerpool stay on top

The match appeared to be a
fixed with nei of the two

outfit making any serfous move
to score,

The first-phase match be-
tween the two teams also ended
in a 2-2 draw for which DMFA
fined both teams Tk 5,000 each
on charge of playing an ar-
ranged game.

Agrani Bank earned 14
points and Wari Club 13 points,
pldying 16 matches each.

TEAMS

AGRANI BANK: Totum,
Bishu, Shahinoor, Kala, Raj,
Shamsu (Mangol)., Bakhtiar,
Badal (Igbal), Jahangir, Munna
and Akhter.

WARI CLUB: Tony, Mansur,
Partha, Ripon (Chanchal),
Haran, Yusuf, Shankar, Babu,
Bazlu, Siraj and Makbul.

Referee; Nazir Hossain.

Sadharan Bima KS will take
on East End Club in the First
Division tie at the Hockey
Stadium while Victoria SC will
face PWD SC in the Premier
Division at the Dhaka Stadium
today.

| mark in a

BEWING, Sept 12:
Known at home as
the "Ma Family
Army,” China's
; women runners
waged a war over
the weckend to smash world
records in the 1,500 and 3,000
meires and underscore their
emergence as a world athletics

moniker — their syrprise at-
tack, which began at the World
Championships in Stuttgart last
month, went ballistic here at
the national track and field

Wang Junxia, the 10,000m
world n who set a world
record at the distance here last
Wednesday to become the first
woman to go under 30 minutes,
bettered the 3,000m world
record by 10 seconds Sunday.

In two semifinal heats, Wang
and four other runners broke
the previous rhark of 8:22.62
set in 1984 by Tatyana
Kazankina of the former Soviet
Undon.

With coach Ma screaming
out encouragement and split

Wang sprinted home in a
time of 8:12.19. ‘

Running in the same heat,
newly crowned 3,000 metre
world champion Qu Yunxia,
who broke the world record in
the 1,500 metres final

ond with a time of 8:12.27.

Both athletes, holding a
huge Chinese national flag be-
tween them, embarked on a
victory lap after the race at the
Games Village.

Ma came in third in
8:19.78.

Zhang Linli and Zhang
Lirong also beat the old 3,000m
te heat, clock-
ing 8:22.07 and 8:22.44 respec-
tively, the final was to be run

In a dizzying five days that
saw records fall ke ninepins,
Qu shattered the oldest stand-
ing record in women's athletics
on Saturday, taking two sec-
onds off the 1,500m record, also
sct by Kazankina in 1980, with
a time of 3:50.64.

Wang finished behind Qu in
a time that also betted
Kazankina's record.

The sudden emergence of
China's women runners as a

new dymg has left the world
BDR v'ball ends

SYLHET, 12: The inter
seclor tournament of

B-.nt:k h Rifles 93, organ-
Sylhet sector cong::ld
here today at the Sylhet Sector
gml.m:l reports BSS,
nine-day competition,
nrhich commenced on Sept-
ember 4, was participated by 12
sector teams of BDR.
Champions. Rangpur Sector

15-5 and 15-10 in the final.
Major General Mohammed

Anwar Hossain bp, psec,

Director General of

Rifles witnessed the

as chief guest and gave away

the prizes among the plr!ici-

pants. .

Magical

Ma Janren — inspiration for the ™~

Saturday, came in a close SeC:  pr———

run of Ma's girls

gasping, with athletes and
coaches suggesting it would
have been highly unlikely with-
out the use of performance en-
hancing drugs. No one on the
Chinese team has ever tested
positive for drugs.

Ma, who bas set up a rigid
training programme with 18
women disciplines in China's
northeastern Liaoning province,
angrily denied the allegations at
a press eonference Saturday.

"China firmly bans the use of
steroids. The "Ma Family Army”
has never used steroids. We rely
on our ewn talents,” he said.

"Whenever we what to pull
off another world record, we will
Just do it", he said wﬂh his
usual bravado.

Flanked by his top stars, Ma
attributed the success to team
work, a rigid training pro
gramme involving f{requent
stints at high altitude and con-
coctions of Chinese food, in
cluding a “caterpillar fungus”
tonic, dog stew and jujube

paste.

'The coach had said after
Wang's stellar 10,000m perfor-
mance — which dcal.my:d the
old record by 47 seconds — that
his runners were tired and that
world records in the 1,500m
and the 3,000m were unlikely.

But after President Jiang
Zemin extended his congratula-
tions over Wang's run, he said,
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defeated Comilla Sector 15-8, -

"I decided to repay the
[Communist) Party and state by
breaking more world records.”

Wang and Qu also said at
the conference they had never
used drugs.

“This kind of talk makes me
really angry,” Wang said.

Ma denied that trainers from
the former East Germany, noto-
rious for using performance en-
hancing drugs, had been re-
cruited by China.

But he refused to reveal his
training secrel, saying it was
"my patent and | have to protect
my patent right.”

The faiflure of Chinese men
runners to match the success of
their female counterparts has
also been cited as a cause for
suspicion, but Ma said he had
already started training men
with initial success.

The euphoria over the run--
ning spectacle was reflected in
China's state-run media, with
all major newspapers, including
the Communist Party mouth-
piece The People's Daily, leading
with it on their front |

Still, the stress of being at
the centre of a new running dy-
nasty has obviously n its
toll on the coach, who often has
insomnia and has come down
with pancreatitis.

After the 1,500 race
Saturday, Ma was seen holding
his stomach and vomiting.

Wnng Jun:u, wearing number 13, on her way to setting a
new world record in the women's 3,000 metres at the
seventh Chinese national games in Bamng with a time of
8:12.19. Following her is Qu Yunxia, who slashed ten
. seconds off the 1,500 metres world record on Saturday, was

also well ingide the previous mark.

— AFP photo

blasting Helena Sukova in
straight sets on Saturday to win
the women's singles cham-
pionship at the US Open, re-
ports Reuter.

Graf's rocket forechands and
precise groundstroke place-
ments the netc
Sukova, who fell 6-3, 6-3 in one
hour and six minutes on a
risp, clear day at the National
Tennis Centre.

The victory was Gral's 36th
in a row on the women's tour
and added a third US crown to
her collection of 14 Grand Slam
titles.

The 24-year-old Gral has
been unstoppable since the
forted absence of Monica Seles,
who was stabbed in the back
during a tournament iIn
Hamburg last April and has yet
to return from muscle and
nerve damage she sustatined.

Gral, who was beaten by
Seles in the final of the
Australian Open, the
top ranking tn June from the
recovering Seles, who had held
the number one spot for 9]
wee ks,

Gral graciously remembered
Seles during the awards cere-
mony,

"I had an incredible
am very happy,” G
"But | do know that there is one
player who is not around the
last three Grand Slams and
that is Monica. And | hope she
will soon be back.”

The victory was worth
535,000 dollar 1o Graf. The
12th-seeded Sukova, who be-
came a Grand Slam runner-up
for the fourth time, more than
doubled her year’'s earnings
with the runner-up prize of
267,500 dollar.

Grafl carried a 19-1 career
advantage over Sukova, and
had not lost against the tall
Czech since their first meeting
10 years ago when the German
sensation was a mere 4.

But it took some time before
the German Juggernaut got
rolling and Graf benefitied flom
Sukova's inabflity to take ad-
vantage of opportunity.

Gral held in the opening
game but needed filve more

ints after racing to a 400

. The two then traded ser-
vice breaks in the next three

* games with Gral emerging with

a3-1 lead

The 28-year-old Sukova
nearly brought the set back on
serve in the fifth game when on
break t she lifted a lob that
landed just beyond the base-
line. She held off Graf in the
next game finally prevailing on
her sixth game point with a
sccond service ace to make it 4-
2' - [

The 6-foot-2 (1.88m) Sukova
squandered three more chances
to break back in the next game
but Graf powered in some big
serves when she needed them
most.

Gral saved one more break-

— the sixth lost chance

r Sukova — in the final game
before belting a deep drive into
the backhand comer that the
Czech could not return.

- B;Lthln time, the German
was hitting her stride, ripping
wlru:rhnndfm:tmtlngﬂutm
by sending balls at her feet as
the Czech tried to rush the net.

Service breaks in the first

fff

.....

irkigver g mhum B o h*.ﬂ'h“w
gamered her third  break for 4-2, Grafl held serve in lﬂlﬂu-ﬂ“bn::
Grand Slam title the eighth game and broke in 16, 6-3, 6-4.

of the year the next to claim the title. The loss

e, 3
A

World number one Steffi Graf of

holds aloft her US Open

trophy after henhng Hl.-hnl

Sukova of the Czech Republic in the women's singles final at the National Tennis Center on
Saturday. It was Graf's third Grand Slam of the year.

"I had chances but | wasn't
as sharp as | needed to be at
the important stages of that
match,” sald Sukova, who said
she [elt a half-step too slow.

Sukova missed a chunk of
the year with a broken bone in
her right foot but has enjoyed a
revival at the Open. She ousted
four-time open champion
Martina Navratilova’ in the
round of 16 and eliminated
doubles partner Arantxa
Sanchez-Vicario, the second
sced, in the semifinals.

On Thursday, she teamed
with Australian Todd Woo-
dbridge to capture the mixed
doubles, defeating Navratilova
and Australian Mark Woo-
dforde. Sukova and Arantxa
Sanchez Vicario were the third-
sceded pair in the women's

match streak in Grand
Slams for Fernandez and
Zvereva and ended their hopes
of a of the four Slam ti-
ties this year.

“I'm definitely going to be
back next ," Sukova said at
the awards presentation. And
g0 one more i

Graf said it was difficult to
be at her sharpest in the breezy
conditions at Louis Armstrong
Stadium.”

"In windy conditions when
you're playing someone who
Tlh‘lallﬂ't time, it's diffi-
cult,” she said. *To perfect
is impossible.” .y

Graf, whose last Open tri-
umph was in 1989, was over-
joyed to have tasted victory

n in New York, where she .

anﬁ:rjhaaanapartm:nt

— AFP photo

Gral said she had given no
thought to how close she had
come to a second Grand Slam
sweep to match her 1988
achievement and that her re-
marks about Seles had been
spontaneous. ;

*It's a fact. It's just obvious,”
Graf said about mentioning the
missing star of women's tennis.
*It's nothing | had to say.”

*I'm usually very nervous
when | have to make a speech. |

had no idea what | was going to
say. It just worked out that

way.

“It's a great achievement to
win three Grand Slams and be
in the fihal of the other one. |
had it once (1988) and that's
fine with me.”

Chinese runners
lashes out at
~ drug charges

BEIJING, Sept 12: China's
leading women runners on
Saturday angrily denied their
repeated toppling of world
records was due to drugs, re-
ports Reuter,

Qu and Wang Junxia, who
lowered- the women's 10,000
metres world record by 43 sec-
onds on Wednesday, both de-
nied they had used stimulants.

"l can say here firmly that we
have not used [drugs).” Qu told
a news conference,

"l get very angry at this kind
of talk. It's impossible for us to
have taken (them),” said Wang,
adding she and other Chinese
runners had repeatedly tested
clean.

Qu, 21, clocked three min-
utes 50.46 seconds at China's
National Games in Beijing to

eclipse the 3:52.47 set by

Tatlana Kazankina of the former
Soviet Union In August 1980.
Wang was second. Her time
of 3:51.92 was also inside the
old world mark.
The performances of Qu and
Wang underlined China's emer-

gence as a major force in

women's middle and distance

running.

Qu won the 3,000 metres at
last month's World Champt-
onships in Stuttgart.

Ma Junren, coach of the
record-breaking runners, hit
out at the drug rumours.

"The Chinese people don't
rely on anything. .. sc two
(Qu and Wang) didn't rely on
anything,” he said.

Ma said western reporters
who expressed surprise at the
wide margins by which the
records were tumbling did not

understand the development of
athletics.

New Delhi meet in jeopardy

NEW DELHI, Sept
12: World-class
athletes will face
more than just
competition when
a two-day interna-
tional athletics event begins
here Monday — s rain, a
dilapidated track and jet lag will
be their other worries, reports
AP.

Pole-vault star Sergel Bubka,
runner Michael Johnson and
lo Mike Powell will be
a.t:E:'Em ti:rnmr: than 200 ath-
letes who are scheduled to per-
form at the ITC International
Athletics Meet.

But the

Palestine may
compete in

Atlanta Games

TERRASSA, Spain, Sept 12:
Palestine could take part in the

Atlanta Games Iin 1996, Inter-
national Olympic Committee
president Juan Antonio Sama-
ranch sald here Saturday,
reports AFP,

"The 10C would have no ob-
jection to Palestine the
Olympic movement, he said
while attending the junior
women's hockey World Cham-
pionships here.

Samaranch said recognition
would be dependent on the
Palestine Liberation Organi-
sation and Israel signing their
agreement in Washington on
Morniday.

The [0OCY |leader said a
Palestine delegation could take
part in the 1996 Games in the
United States.

He added that the IOC was

=

Indian capital,

still studying the possibility of
includi women's football,
beach

and mountain
bike racing at the Games.

lashed by incessant monsoon
rains since the last one week, is
not likely to_get a respite soon,
the Weather Office said Sunday.
Last week, rains disrupted
the World Badminton champi-
onship in New Delhi when the
roof of the indoor stadium

sprung leaks and water dripped
on the courts.

*Monsoon has been vigorous
in the region and heavy rain is
likely during the next 48
hours,” a Weather Office
spokesman said.

Besides, the red Olymprene
track at the Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium {s “dilapidated and
worn out in several places,” said
Suresh Kalmadi, sident of
the Amateur Athletics Fede-
ration of India.

He blamed the government-
run Sports Authority of India
for not repairing the track that
has been in use since the sta-
dium was buflt during the
1982 Asian Games.

“If they cannot have a new
track, what is the use of having
such a big stadium,” Kalmadi
was quoted as saying by Press
Trust of India news :

“So II'.-.ny mrl:l and

-E:-bnrﬂ]t!uyhne?'h:

Most athletes have arrived in
thtupital but four Us
stars — Johnson, Powell, Butch
Reynolds and Gwen Torrence —
mhadthﬂrﬁ.:.lndhﬁ@ﬂun
Saturday and not arrfve un-
til a few hours before the tour-
nament starts at sundown.
Bubka and half-milers
Paul Ruto, the current world

champion, and Willam Tanui,

are also expected on Monday.

The events kick off with the
200 metres in which Johnson s

will be seen in the long jump

Buhk.n will not have to per-
form until Tuesday evening.
Fresh from his Grand Prix vic-
tory at London, Bubka's main
competitors here will be elder
brother Vassily, American Scott
Huffman and Igor Potapovich of
Kazakhstan.

On Saturday, stadium offi-
cials found the pole vault run-
way in a poor condition and
shifted it to the long jump pit
after breaking its concrete run-
way, The Ploneer newspaper re-

pt_:rtecl. "
Volkov snaps
at reporters

NEW YORK, Sept 12: Weary
nﬂcr[ndngﬂﬂmphﬂﬂ:!kplﬂ
serves from Pete in his
semifinal loss at the US Open
on Saturday, Alexander Volkov
Wﬂwmmtuﬂl
No. 1 player in the world, re-
ports AP.

*If you want to ask questions
about Pete, he's going to be
hrtlnﬂvenﬂnut:-lndynu
can ask him," Volkov said. "You
are always asking questions
about clse. OK, he
mbehtﬂ:mhnlnuﬂhk

"He is the No | player. What
else do you want me to tell you?
He's No 1. He serves more aces
than else. You want
me again to tell you he served
well. Yes, he served well
Everyone on the court can tell
you he served well And you
*volkov

v also was unhappy
about playing on the Stadfum




