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Politicians' Role in

Development

| BNP Secretary General Abdus Salam Talukdar
" told newsmen the other day at a press conference
' en the concluding day of the partys council ses-
' sion. that from now on political leaders wouild over-
| see all development work undertaken In their re-
spective areas for proper tmplementation of pro-

ects.
) Addressing a workshop later in the week,
Planning Minister AM Zahiruddin Khan appeared

quite critical of the performance of the bureaucracy
in the implementation of development programmes
Do these events portend a major change in the
oputlook on grqcct implementation st rate%r?

The Secretary General of the ruling panty, w ile
explai the decision. is said to have observed
that development projects, usually taken u and
supervised by civil servants, reve ed a lot of flaws
after completion. The Planning Minisier was
speaking at a workshop on structural reform for
self-reliant development, organised by the
ladesh Economic Association. As the media
reports have it, he blamed the bureaucracy for
failing to give any positive direction to the country,
saying that less bureaucratic control encourages

more development.
Slow progress in the implementation of public

sector investment programime, particularly the
Annual Development Plan (ADP). gives the appear-
ance of a nearly intractable problem. Government
claims to have introduced a
in the policy framework for development planning,
project preparation, sanctioning procedure, fund
release and so on. A system of continuous monitor-
ing at top levels has also been instituted. Yet, pro-
ject implementation continues to lag behind.

ADP implementation in the last fiscal year was
no better. could even turmn out to be worse, than In
the preceding year. The first quarter of the current
financial year is drawing to a close. However,
hardly any information is available about perfor-
mance during the first months of the year. It will
probably take the Planning Commission several

months to get full information on the pace of pro-

ject implementation du rlnphthis period.

To add to the woes of the policy makers, Inter-
service rivalries in respect of field level coordination
and monitoring of development projects, are heat-
ing up. Professional bodigs of the civil services
mﬁer than the administrative cadre, continue fo

protest against empowering the Depu Com-mis-
sjioners to coordinate and monitor development ac-

tivities at district level. One can easily imagine, how
smooth and effective coordination and monitoring
of implementation of projects would be, if the tussle
keeps on at the field level.

e need for people's participation in planning
and executing development projects is increasingly
being recognised as an essential element in ensur-
ing success of public sector investment pro-

ammes. The donor community also seems (o
avour the idea of assessing the social tmpact of a
development project through a process of consulta-
tion with the people who would benefit from it or
are, for that matter, affected adversely.

Any change in the policy framework for project

tion should not only aim at improving
y and of its execution but also at

people’'s rticipation in the process.
Entrusting the job of supervising implementation of
development projects to the elected representatives
of the people could well be a policy option in this
regard. However, current thinkings on the subject
do not visualize a direct integration of the politi-
clans in government projects. Rather, it will be a
voluntary supervision for improving quality of pro-
jects. At least, this is what the reports on the press
conference say. Read as a tentative foray into the
domain of bureaucracy, even such an approach
could help bring failings of the present system to
light. However, unless the parameters of voluntary
supervision are clearly defined in advance, the
move could also degenerate simply into interfer-
ences bringing more harm than good.

The Censors’ Umpteenth
Folly

The Censor Board is up to the same mischief all
over again, You make a movie on the Liberation
War and try to bring forth the true spirit behind
that gory and glorious thing, the Censor Board will
throw its weight to kill it in vitro, that is within the
cans. ‘Dhusar Jatra' was only a short documen-
tary. And the censors thought the movie-makers
were perhaps committing aggression on a sovereign
land or demolishing something
souls. After much ado and proving well the farsight
behind the naming of the film, the CB let go of the
piece of celluloid — a dear black and white thing
with flashes of near-greatness both as a film and as
a recreator of the reality of the Liberation war.

‘Ekattorer Jishu' was a bore of a repetition of the
same shameful conduct of the censors not many of
whom can perhaps pretend either to having a deep
film-sense or extraordinary respect for that war.
The director of that film, a leading personality in
the Bangladesh theatre arena and a freedom-
fighter of eminence, was all too conscious of the
dangerous ground he was trudging by shooting
even a foot of anything that had to do with the
Liberation War. In a fantastic attempt to outflank
the CB's pet phobias he deliberately chose as the
locale of his story a Christian church and his main
dramatis personae — churchmen. Even that failed
to get the picture past the censor portals. Not be-
fore a sizeable segment of society, The Daily Star
included, started moving against the totally un-
called for presumptuousness of the CB, the film
could be release for public showing.

This time the censors are sitting tight on Smriti
Ekattor — a documentary on the intellectual mar-
tyrs of the Liberation War who fell as victims to a
murder package executed by the Al-Badr and Al-
Shams. By so acting are the censors adding to the
good name of our first democratically elected gov-
ernment in ages or improving upon the image of
the same? :

The problem clearly lies in the faflure of many of
the agencies and organs of the government to go
with the best thoughts and feelings
all for some mysterious backward pull as if to
please quarters that were on the other side of
fence during the Liberation War. The government
should wake up to the dangers of this and caution
the Censor Board and such other agencies against
acting in their foolishness in a manner that shakes
the very basics of our entity. And also never again
to repeat these follies.

ost of improvements -

dear within their

in the land —

debate is no longer L
Arafat has finally given oltve

branch to Rabin and dropped
his gun, In return, the

Palestinians are about to get
back some of the land lsrael
| occupied. "Gaza-Jericho first or
last® — a valid question but
needs to be put aside for the
time being. Grab whatever has
been offered and continue to try
for the rest. So long PLO's fight
was from Jordan — then from
‘Lebanon and finally from Tunis
— all fore lands. Now the
fight tho of different kind
could start from Jericho — a
city in Palestinian homeland —
SO very dear to them. A
I-u:::‘_'m is very dear o any
one but particularly so to the
Palestinians who have been

in others' land for far too
long a period and that also in
unacceptable conditions. The
situation since Gulf war was
most agonizing — almost a
Bosnian sftuation with the dif-
ference that here all involved
were not only Muslims but also
Arabs. More or less abandoned
by majority ol Arab countries
the Palestinians had to go for
the minimum which undoubt-
edly has sown the seeds of a
Palestinian state. The process
has started with Gaza —
Jericho; it may be hard to stop
it now.

It is totally utopian to talk
about destruction of the Jewish
state. The thought of war of any
sort Including Saddam—
Gaddafi's nuclear bombs (still
in their dreams) for recovering
the lost land is nothing but

madness. Isracl has already a
couple of nuclear bomba in its

stock and would be enougi.
destroy the entire Arab world.
Therefore, for Palestinians
dropping of the relevant parts
that mentioned destruction of

ARCOTICS trading has

become a big issue in

Pakistan as its general
election campaign hots up.
Both major political forces led
by former Prime Ministers —
Benazir Bhutto's Pakistan
Peoples Party and Nawaz
Sharif's Muslim League — have
accused each other of using
drug money to campaign for the
October poll.

Pakistan, along with Afgha-
nistan, forms the world's
.second largest source of heroin
production and trafficking.
Poppy is cultivdted in the
North-West Frontier Province.
Laboratories to extract heroin
from opium thrive in the so-
called Federally Administered
Tribal Areas (FATA), where the

nt has little control.

The International Narcotics
Control Board estimates that
the anmual illicit manufacture
of heroin js mere than 70
tonnes. Its 1992 report says :
“The total area under illicit cul-
tivation has fluctuated around
8.000 hectares since the 1988-
89 growing season: it rose lo
approximately 9,000 hectares in
the 1991-92 growing season,
producing an estimated 180
tonnes of dpium.”

Despite practical difficulties
in enforcing law in these remote
arcas, government efforts to
control heroin production have
shown some success. But the
big fish of the trade have not yet
been caught.

The drug business gained
international focus with the
onset of the Afghan war. In
early 1980s around three
million Afghan refugees made
Pakistan a base for guerilla
warfare against the Soviet

OR months, a plan by

six South-east Asian

countries to put up a
free trade area has been dogged
by private business fears that it
goes too far in opening up their
economies to potentially ruin-
ous competition.

Economists say these fears
are overblown. The real danger,
they add, is that the-free trade

t of the Association of
South-east Asian Nations
(ASEAN) may fail because it
does not go far enough in pro-
moting free trade among its
members.

"As things now stand, very
little is really being opened up,”
says Jacques Pelkmans, a
Dutch ‘economist of the
University: of Maastricht who
has specialised on regional eco-
nomic blocs, "Five from
now, we will still see very little

L

The ASEAN Free Trade
Agreement (AFTA) could have a
substantial impact in the long
term, Pelkmans adds, but only
if ASEAN takes bolder measures
to open up their economies to
each other and thus achieve not
only ‘regionalism’ but also

Sir, At this critical hour of
history, we must stand behind
the Bosnian President Alija

and the PLO leader

Yasser Arafat for their heroic

and relentless efforts

for the solution of the problems

of Bosnia and Palestine on the

basis of on the one.

hand, and no retreat, on the
other.

We also urge the people all
over the world to extend their

full support to and Arafat
for and | settlement
| of the two international burning

Arafat's Fateful Decision

Isrne]l was a foregone conchu-
sion. Indeed, Chairman Aralat
renounced terroriam through a
statement in 1988 and later he
declared that the articles in the
PLO Charter alluding to de-
struction of Israel were "null
and void”. But Prime Minister
Rabin wanted Chatrman Arafat
to do it officially by dropping the
relevant parts of the charter
and also disavowing all forms
of arms struggies including
Intifada. Though only the PLO
Parliament In exile can take
such deciston, a short-cut
method through a decision by\
the Executive Council was
adopted. Even this smaller body
of 18 (only 12 participated] had
acrimonious debate on this is-
sue of momentous importance.
However, the majority present
agreed to authorize Chairman
Arafat to sign declaration that
Isracl wanted. Even Arafat's
Foreign Minister Farooqg
Kaddomi who is known (o be a
moderate did not agree with the
text but decided not to®resign
and work from within. The
PLO's declaration — rather a
long one recognized the right of
the state of Israel to exist in
pecace and security and chose
the path of peaceful negotia-
tions for setting all problems
thereby renouncing all forms of
viclence arms struggle. PLO
also assumed the responsibility
to discipline its dissident fac-
tons.

Norwegian Foreign Minister
Johan Joergen Holst who has
been assisting the PLO-lsrael

* secret peace talks (n Oslo for

several weeks and was waiting
in the wing during PLO
Executive Council meeting did
not waste any time in carrying
the PLO declaration to Prime

Minister Rabin. Israeli cabinet
in a briefl meeting ecarlier de-
etded to recognize PLO. Prime
Minister Rabin the dec-
laration and said, "It is an his-
toric moment that hopefully will
bring about an end to 100 years
of bloodshed, misery between
Palestinians and Israel. Rabin
in his reply confirmed that
Isracl has decided to recognize
the PLO as the representative of
the Palestinian people and
commence negotiations with the

ugly face of M-East and usher
in a new era of understanding
and | co-existence.

Amid mixed reactions in the
occupled territories and lsrael
—apparently majority support-
ing and welcoming present
developments in the M-East
peace process, one can easily
detect the helplessness of the
PLO and indeed very little
Palestinians recetved out of the
K:'enl deal. Israel exist and

the right to exist — some-

SPOTLIGEHT O MIDDLE BAST

Muslehuddin Ahmad

PLO within the M-East peace
process.” Thus the mutual
recognition added a new chap-
ter in the PLO-lsraeli relation-
ship — a relationship that may
perhaps change the present

The Israel-PLO package
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thing obvious but not so to its
immediate neighbours — the
Arabs. [t was extremely impor-

tant for larael to t this
recognition and it got from
the Palestinians, but what

Palestinians have got? Just
recognition of their representa-
tive organization PLO and not
even mention of their right to
sclf-determination let alone a
Palestinian state? One may ar-
gue that PLO stands for
Palestinian peopie and recogni-
tion of PLO means recognition
of the right of the Palestinian
people but such argument does
not mean much to the lsraclis.
But as the sftuation stands PLO
had no alternative but to grab
whatever is available and hence
Gaza and Jericho where they
can have their legal presence.

However, one may say that
Israel recognized PLO as the
representative of the Palestinian
people to which Gaza and
Jericho are being handed over
thus marking it the legal au-
thority or even the "Govern-

ment” in Caza and Jericho.
Though these suggestions may
seem much wha! israel
has agreed, PLO should stand
firm on its position and
continue to work ahead.

in this column | commenied
on March 15, 1992 — "The US
efforts in the M-East peace
seem to have the best chance . .
. it is historic opportunity for
the Americans to settle the M-
East problems and make their
position safe in the region.’
Mutual by PLO and
Israel created the right atmo-
sphere for settling the M-East
. President Clinton has
rightly decided to assembie all
the concerned dignitaries in-
cluding five former Presidents of
the US (2 reportedly declined) in
the White House for Monday,
September 13 (13 is unhucky for
some) ceremony for signing of
the M-East peace agreement be-
tween PLO and lsrael. [t is tm-
portant that both Arafat and
Rabin attend the eeremony in
the White House. This ceremony
would give necessary In-
ternational support to both the
leaders who have to implement
the peace accord.

US's continued role in the
days ahead appear crucial. The
tee” for should
be in the form of inancial sup-
r:lrl. to the Palestinians and po-

itical pressure on Israel for
steady withdrawal of Ilsraelt
forces from the agreed areas of
the occupied territories. The ul-
timate has to be total
Israeli withdrawal from the oc-
cupied territories with the pro-
vision for the security of lsmael.
Israel’'s inftial offer of Gaza-

Jericho is not without purpose.
This will put Palestinians to test

— weather they can live In

Drug Money Taints Pakistan Poll Campaign

Javed A Malik writes from Islamabad

Pakistan is one of the world’s largest sources of heroin production. Money from the drugs
trade is increasingly being used to fight elections. The country’s two main leaders, Benazir
Bhutto and Nawaz Sharif, have accused each other's party of using drug money for
campaigning. As politicians bicker hatred for drug-pushers among the ordinary people (s

growing.

Main routes of Asian drugs trade

forces in Kabul. Along with
them came the international
drug traders. Increasingly,
Afghan-grown poppy was
processed in Pakistan and
smuggled abroad.

The West, keen to control the
illegal import, ignored the drug
dealings of the Afghan muja-
hedin, as they were fighting a

ng
1lv::m.::ltng United States agencies,
the ‘Central Intelligence Agency

(C1A) and the Drug Enforcement
Agency (DEA), were pursuing
conflicting goals in Pakistan
and Afghanistan. While the CIA

was patronising the drug
barons to ensure their loyalty

and finances for the war, the
DEA was trying to reduce the
production of narcotics in the
region. After the withdrawal of
the Soviet army from Afgha-
nistan in 1990, the West
became less willing to let heroin
smuggling go unnoticed. The

continuing war among mu',--
hedin groups and absence of an
effective in war-torn

government
Kabul, has inecreased the
Western pressure on |slamabad
to check drug trafficking.

For Pakistani society the ef-
fects of this "export” are alarm-
ing. The heroin addict popula-
tion has grown from virtually
none to 2.5 million today. The
enormous economic and social
costs are becoming increasingly

for a poor country with
few treatment and rehabilitation
facilities, The most productive
section of society — the youth
— are becoming increasingly

Society also has paid the po-
litical costs. The drug barons
have become too rich too soon
for to sustain and have
become politically influential
because they need the political
patronage to keep their busi-
ness.

| ported

In the 1985 election, held af-

held on non-party basis, so
money became an important
factor and narco-money was the
casiest to spend. This pattern
was followed in the 1988 and
1990 eclections. Many drug
barons or politicians s

by them were elected to parlia-
ment. Sl

Drug barons also joined the
mainstream political parties
and are now important mem-
bers in almost all of them.
Ironically, when Sharif and
Bhutto publicly accuse each
others' party of being financed
by drug money, they are sup-
by drug traffickers in
their own ranks.

At the popular level concern
for drug abuse is increasing.
People are demanding that the
political parties expel the drug
mafia.

The caretaker government,
in power for two months now,
has already started taking steps
to ensure drug barons are de-
nied the opportunity to enter
parliament. It has directed the
local administration in FATA to

AFTA: Regionalisation, Not Regionalism

ASEAN comprises Indonesia,
Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore,
Brunei and the Philippines.

Under AFTA, tariffs on
manufactured goods will be
gradually reduced from highs of
aover 40 per cent of five-to-zero
per cent by 2008.

Goods in 15 selected cate-
gories — including such items
as vegetable oil, pharmaceuti-
cals, plastics and textiles — are
supposed to reach that target

‘by 2003 under a ‘fast-track’

programme.

Prodded by fears that the
world was splitting into rival
trade blocs, ASEAN mment

sct aside years of ling and

struck a deal on AFTA in

January. . .
ASEAN is betting an

integrated market of 330

people with a combined gross
domestic product (GDP) of
US$300 billlon will draw the
trade and investments the

group needs to keep growing at
rates of about seven per cent of

year,
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issues for the sake of world
peace and humanity.

We wish Alfja and Arafat, the
USA, the OIC and the UNO god-
speed and all success.

OH Kabtr
Dhaka- 1203

Accountability in
Administration

Sir, In a city daily it has
been published that in a pri-

mary school in Tangail district,
the headmaster resorted to

some dishonest and he
failed to account for some fund
of the school and the

commitiee of the school re-

South-east Asia’s proposed free trade zone
needs to promote more economic regionalisa-
tion. Ramon Isberto of Inter Press Service

explains from Manila.

nomic realities are lkely to frus-
trate the ASEAN's still doubtful
political will.

Protectionist sentiments re-
main strong as evidenced by the
lengthy ‘exclusion ists’ put to-
gether by ASEAN governments
at the behest of powerful busi-
ness lobbies. Products in these
lists will not be covered by tarifl
culs.

The Philippines’ exclusion
list contains more than 3,000
product categories. Politically
influential manufacturing lob-
bies have succeeded in putting
many of the goods of the sensi-
tive industries like appliance
manufacturing on the list.

Doomsday scenarios where
in industries are wiped out by

moved him from the post of
headmaster and appointed a
substitute in his place by pro-

moting the assistant headmas-

ter. The headmaster after re-

maining away from duty for one
and a ‘hall months joined the
school and accordingly there
has been dual administration in
the institution causing positive
chaos.

The situation has given out
in u:“rren is totally mislead-
ing unwholesome. The au-
thority responsible for the su-
pervisory administration of the
school has to account for as to

confusion has been allowed to

Dios, executive director of
Manila's AFTA Advisory Commi-
ssion. "Industries will have five
to six years to make the
necessary adjustments,” he
stressed.

Analysing AFTA's J:;r.nlpmtl,
Pelkmans makes a distinction
between ‘regionalisation’ and
‘regionalism’. He described re-
gionalisation as the process in
which economies in a region be-
come increasingly integrated
through market forces with or
without formal trade agree-
ments between governments.

‘Regionalism’ refers to the
process of formal integration at-
tained through the sort of pacts
that has created the European
Community or is gradually
forming the North American

The t democratic gov-
ernment now at the helm of af-
fairs, has very often repeated its
commitment to remove cormup-
tion and give to ad-
ministration. If the headmaster
joined his duties after a break
of one and half months, the au-
thortty permitting him to join
ought to have given a clear cut
order so that the officlating
headmaster was to step down
and there was no ludicrous sit-
uation like that reported.

I think it is time that gov-

ernment do start the process of
why such situation creating accountability from somewhere

and award exemplary punish-

According to Pelkmans, East
Asia is a prime example of re-
glonalisation.

Dospite the absence of for-
mal agreements, intra-regional
trade and investment has
flourished in the last five years
between Japan and the newly
industrialised countries [NICs)
of South Korea, Tatwan and
Hong Kong, on the one hand,
and would-be NICs of South-
east Asia, on the other.

In contrast, intra-ASEAN
trade has actually declined
since hitting a peak in the early
19808, The share of intra-
ASEAN trade out of total ASEAN
trade has fallen from about 25
per cent in 1982 to between 10
and 15 per cent In the early
1990s.

Past ASEAN efforts to pro-
mote intra-regional trade have
flopped, largely because mem-
ber countries were exporting
similar goods to Western mar-
kets.

ment to persons resorting to
unholy practices. Mere words
and threats that stringent ac-
tion would be taken do no more
sound nice.

N. Rahman
Tejgaon, Dhaka

Due place in history
Sir, In your issue of 2nd

September there were two very
startling headlines on the front

page. One was regarding the

Middle East talks. That
Isracl was to the PLO at
long last and mutual

recognition was in the offingl
, out here on the

Domestically
Ist of September while address-

peace with Israclis. The
Palestintans will have to for
all types of confidence
measures. [sraclis inc
Jewish settlers will have 1o
safe in the midst of
Palestintans. Only such an en-
vironment can help the future
negotiations .

it will be necessary to have
total cooperation between PLO
and [sracl executives and intel-
lgence agencies with a view 1o
controlling the agitatjons and
violence of the rightist elements
of larael and Palestinians.
Extreme patience has to be
shown in dealing with these ei-
ements. Any excess will only
strengthen rightist hands and

they are already too many.

The present peace arrange-
ment, once it is signed n the
White House, will be only a
small step in the peace domain.
Vast areas are still to be tra-
versed — some and particularly
the Syrian one immediately,
otherwise, even the step
may soon meet 1 sHppery
ground. Lebanon is another. It
is not Lebanon — it is Iman and
the Hezbollah. Best course for
Israel would be to get out of the

self-declared security zone
which is no security at all; it is
indeed the source of all troubles
for northern Israel. Once lsrael

jeaves that strip of land, it will
find cooperation from Lebanon.
Hard tasks are ahead for

both Rabin and Arafat. Arafat

has taken the biggest risk and
put a step into the total dark-

ness. No single political soul
has ever taken so much upon
himself. If US (the reason for
putting the US first is obvious),
Rabin and the international
community keep Arafat's hands
empty for too long a period even
the moderates will turn radical
and pick up the "gun” Arafat
dropped and M-East will again
bum.

stop drug barons contesting the
region's eight parliamentary
seats, traditionally won by
them.

Says Fateh Khan Bindyal,
Minister for Mmnterior and
Narcotics : “With reduced polits-
cal influence because of remain-
ing out of the assemblies, it will
be easter to prosecute them.”

Although the known drug
dealers may be barred from the
elections, the law cannot stop
their relatives taking part in the
electoral process. There are
other cultural factors. The pe-
culiar practice in FATA, with
only tribal clders, the Maliks,

having the right to vote, means ‘

drug traffickers can openly buy
the Voters.

The government has also
promised to compile a list of
politicians known to have links
with the drug business. It says
when the links are established
they will be arrested. Says
Bindyal : "We cannot do much
as far as effectively stopping
this killing business is con-
cerned because of our limited
time in office and the primary
responsibility of holding free
and fair elections.”

In Pakistan elections have
become so costly it is extremely
difficult for genuine political
figures to contest elections. In
the last decade the drug mafia
has continued to sponsor
politicians willing to be of help
once elected. This trend is un-
likely to change. But, given the
media exposure of drug-run-
ners, public hatred against
them is lkely to grow.

— GEMINI NEWS

JAVED A MALIK is on the
staff of The News, Islamabad.

ASEAN Preferential Trading

t (PTA), was dismissed
as a joke: it lowered tarifls on
such s like snowmobiles
which ASEAN states did not
trade among themselves.

AFTA goes much farther
than the PTA. But some ana-
lysts warn that given the rapid
changes now transforming the
international economic land-
scape, like the emergence of
China as a major trading power,
AFTA is not moving fast
enough. ‘

Economists say AFTA's best
hopes lie in promoting trade be-
tween different segments of the
same industry. But that will
take off only if ASEAN m-
ments prune down fts
exclusion lists and remove the
protection it gives to favoured

Pelkman argues that ASEAN
governments should give these
exclusion lists a limited life &nd
require industries in these lists
to restructure and become more
in competitive.

The Dutch economist says
without these, AFTA is likely to
go the way of other fafled at-

tempts to build regional blocs.

ing a huge gathering of
members among other
tributes

the leader of PLO, who has
come a long way from his

mﬁumwlﬂmttn{
tine and in time installed

as its first Head of State. And
let us also hope that

hu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman gets, his due plaee in
the history of Bangladesh,
which he so ﬂlht]y and gen-
uinely deserves.

Faruber Anwar
Chittagong



