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PM tells NASIB team

Prime Minister Begum Kha-
leda Zia yesterday asked all
concerned to identify the prior-
ity areas in the small and cot-
tage industries sector and take
up viable projects by minimis-
ing administrative and infras-
tructural expenses, reports
UNB. _

Care should be taken to
avoid heavy administration
which hinders progress and
growth of any sector, she said.

Begum Zia was addressing a
delegation of National Associ-
ation of Small and Cottage Ind-
ustries of Bangladesh (NASIB)
who called on her at the Prime
Minister's office in the
afternoon.

The Prime Minister said that
while identifying the priority in-
dustries, consideration should
be given to dairy, poultry, pisci-
culture, horticulture and flower
cultivation in the backdrop of
the counyry's socio-economic
needs.

Linkage industries like fish,
cattle and chicken feed should
be developed to cater to domes-
. tic needs, save foreign currency
and create employment oppor-
tunities, she added.

Referring to the existing
credit facilities to small and cot-
tage industries, the Prime
Minister stressed the need for
proper implementation of the

interest rate which has been re-
duced by the present govern-
ment to attract entreprencurs,

She also emphasised proper
marketing facilities for the
products of this sector.

The delegation apprised the
Prime Minister of various prob-
lems faced by the dmall and cot-
tage industries and urge her to
raise the cefling of investment
to Tk 10 lakh ffom the existing
Tk 4 lakh. They also suggested
extension of special facilities to
underdeveloped areas.

Begum Fia assured of all
possible steps to solve the
problems.

Police denies
any drowning
By Staff Correspondent

A Fire Service: team
yesterday recovered only a bro-
ken louds r from a lake in
Madhubagh, Maghbazar, in the
city where a boat carrying a
picnic party of around two
dozen people got entangled with
a live electric wire Friday.

-Police confirmed that no one
was drowned.

Of the ten le who re-
ceived electric shock and were
admitted to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital, seven were
discharged yesterday after
treatment.

Self-rule deal Monday
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Christopher telephoned Rabin
early this merning and invited
him to attend the signing cere-
mony at the White House. "l am

the fact that Rabin

will be flying to Washington to

pate in the ceremony on

the White House lawn on
Monday, Ben-Ami said.

- by Fbreign Minister Shimon

Peres, would leave Israe]l for
Washington on Sunday.

In Tunis, Arafat's aide Ha-
kam Balawi announced that
the PLO chairman would also
go to Washington for the sign-
ing ceremony.

"PLO chairman Yasser Arafat
will head the PLO's delegation
which will go to Waul'dr?lon to
sign the peace deal for the
Palestinian said, Balawi told
Reuters.

Arafat will fly to Washington
tomorrow.

Rabin and Arafat are due lo

sign an agreement for early
Palestinian autongmy-in part of
the territories israel occupied in
the 1967 Middle East war.

Under the agreement, Isracl
will withdraw [irst from the
Gaza Strip and the West Bank
town of Jericho.

The meeting between Rabin
and Arafat be the first offi-
clal meeting between the two
leaders, Isracl radio said.

Arafat told Isracli reporters
in Tunis on Friday that there
was no truth to reports that he
had met with Rabin in

US President B#l Clinton
announced in Was on

that the United States
resume contacts with the

*Today marks the dawning of
a new era,” Clinton said In a
Rose Garden statermnent.

"Now there is an opportunity
to define the future of the
Middle East in lerms of
reconcillation and coexistence
and the opportunities that
children growing up there will

have, whether they are Isracli or

Palestintan

Within hours of his an-
nouncement of a resumed dia-
logue with the PLO, Clinton

from his tal
jet to Saudi Arabla's King Fahd,
Syrian President Halez Al-Assad
and Lebanese President Elias
Hrawi. -

He later had a briel conver-
sation with Jordan's King Hu-
ssein , a White House spokes-
woman sad

The White House said it had
invited more than 1,000 people
to the signing of the peace ac
cord between Israecl and the
PLO. Five former US presidents
are included in the guest list.

While flyirlg from Washing-
ton to an évent in Caltfornia,
Clinton from Air Force
one with his predecessors and
asked them to attend the
signing ceremony .

Former presidents Jimmy
Carter and Gearge Bush — who

both spearhcaded efforts that
ced break s in
East peace — ar-

cepted the invitations
Gerald Ford said he could

Dhaka hails
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o Palestinians. The autonomy
accord is set for signing in
Washingion on Monday
Meanwhiic, Foreign Minister
ASM Mostafizur Rahman said,
"The dramatic development will
not only help establish a
durable peace in the Middle:
East but also consolidate inter-
nattonal peace and security.”
The Foreigri Minister referred
to 's aclive role and
firm stand in inernational fora
for regaining the homeland of
the Palestintans and withdrawal
of lsrach troops frem the occu-
werritories. inchuding the
city of Jerusaiem.

not attend the ceremeny. but
plans to show up for a dinner
that night. Richard Nixon and
Ronald Reagan turned down the
offer.

Meanwhile, Jordan's King
Hussein told British TV that
Jordan and Israel could agree

on an agenda for peace next
week. A senior US official said

in Washington the agreement
would be dnnounced on
Tuesday.

Hussein said it would be

"some time” before Jordan and
Israel could hope to negotiale
an overall treaty, but that they
could on a to re-
solve their problems "very, very
soon.”
Clinton stressed that his
administration would try to ex-
tend the breakthrough on. the
Palestinian front to Israel’'s ne-
gotiations with Syria and
Lebanon, the other two Arab
countries in the Middle East
peace talks.

Meanwhile, Isracli soldiers
shot dead two Palestinians and
wounded at least 10 others dur-
ing clashes in the West Bank
with demonstrators protesting
against the PLO-1sraeli accord,
medical workers said.

The deaths in the town of

gnize .
Nidal Abul Al, 21 was hit in
the heart and lyad Abdecl
Tamimi in the head as troops
opened fire after being stoned
by demonstrators, witnesscs
said. They died on their way to
hospital.

The army declared the arca a
closed military zone.

The Islamic resistance
movement Hamas and the
Popular Front for the Liberation
of Palestine called the protest

against the autonomy deal.

AlIT services
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Dhaka. The abandoned airstrips
at Comilla and Feni can also be
used for the purpose after some

repair, the source said.
Biman's domestic network

covers Chittagong Cox's Bazar,
Sylhet, Jessore, Rajshahi and
Saidpur

The state-owned national
airlines, which has been incur-
ring huge losses in its domestic
operations, is not in a position
to expand its services within the
o , the source said.

The Ministry of Civil Aviation
and Tourism some time ago
proposed the government per-
mit the private sector to oper-
ate STOL and even helicopter
scrvices on the more remote
roules.

The Cabinet, in a meeting
last month, only approved the
introduction of STOL services in
the private sector and not the
helicopter service since, accord -
ing to the policy-makers, this
might create various ms
which would be difficult to
handle under the present cir-
cumsiances

Muggers snatch
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A group of snatched
a sum of Taka 7Q thou-
sand at gunpoint from a gar-
ments factory official al

Bijoynagar in the city yesterday
ng.
A pedestrian, Abdul Matin,
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discussion meeting

Deputy Leader of the House Prof. Badruddoza Chowdhury
and his Opposition counterpart Abdus Samad Azad during a

on reasons and solutions for
backwardness of education in Bangladesh, organised by the
‘Bangladesh Literacy Samity in the city yesterday.

Star photo

Awami League Member of
Parliament (MP) Mirza Azam
has demanded removal of LGRD
and Cooperatives Minister
Barrister Abdus_, Salam
Talukder and Deputy Minister
for Health and Family Welfare
Sirajul Haque, accusing both of
being corrupt. .

Addressing a news conlfer-
ence in the Jatiya Sangsad of-
fice of the Opposition Chiefl
Whip afternoon, Azam
further alleged that the two
ministers, by abusing their
powers, were harassing him
and ing AL leaders and

The AL MP also demanded
immediage scrapping of the Anti
Terrorism Act, which he said, _
was being used by the ruling
party leaders against their op-
ponents in the AL.

The AL legislator charged
that the two ministers started

filing ‘false’ cases against him

-relation to corruption and ir-
regularities by them in the
House. -

Elaborating his allegations,
the AL MP said a warrant of ar-

after he raised different issues

rest and an order for confisca-
tion of property were issued
against him following an
'unfounded’ case of misusing
corrugated tin sheets last July
15. "However, the court granted
me bail, which infuriated Salam
Talukder. He lodged four more
cases under the Anti-Terrorism
Act on baseless charges,” he
remarked.

Moreover, the declaration of
the "Weekly Jamalpur,” owned
by Azam, was cancelled on
August 22 because of the mag-
azine's role in 'revealing mis-
deeds’ of the ministers, he said.

The AL MP said cases under
the Anti-Terrorism Act were
filed t 28 leaders and
workers including himself in
connection with the observance
of a half-day hartal called by his

party on August 15.

Azam blamed Salam Talu-
kder for ing the Officer
in-Charge [(OC) of Madarganj
thana who, he said, was
harassing the local AL workers
and his own family members.

"All these heinous acts were
being done by using the local
administration to belittle and .
defame me,” he claimed.

MP accuses ministers

By Staff Eorresfmndent
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(Shamim), Kazi Nurur Rahman
Babul, Shahi Alam Munna and
Habibur Rahman (Liton) have
been assigned to organise the
youth front of the party as co-

. %l Islam Rakfb and
Omar Faruk Kamal have been
made the student affairs coor-
dinalors. ;

The Central Committee has
announced coordinators for the
five divisions of the country,
which are as follows:

Dhaka Division: Former MPs
Principal Abdur Roul Khan,

L } Almas Hossain, Ali Osman

Khan, Nuresh Maksud, Fakhrul
Islam and Harun-ur-Rashid.
Deserted JP leaders Chowdhury
Abdul Mannan, Golam Moshi,
Sharfuddin Khan Mukul,
Helaluddin Ahmed, Mesbahu-
ddin Khan, Noorjahan Kamal,
Syed Hafizur Rahman and MA
Hakim have also been included
as coordinators for the Dhaka
Division. -

Rajshahi Division: Igbal
Hassan Mahmud, ex-MP, Maj
(retd) Asgar Al Khan, ex-MP, A
Jalil Pradhan, ex-MP, Salim
Sarder, former Deputy Mayor of
Rajshahi City Corporation,
Feroza Zaman, ex-MP, Kamal
Haider, ex-MP, Abdul Khan
and Akteruzzaman Khokon.

Chittagong Diviston: Syed
Mohammad , fJormer Slate
Minister, Abdul Wadud Khan,
ex-MP, Dr. Nurul Alam, Maj
(retd) Sirajul Islam, Kazi Siraj,
Haji Salahuddin and Wahed
Asghar Chowdhury.

Khulna and Barisal Divisi-
ons: Nazimuddin al-Azad, for-

'BL College closed

KHULNA, Sept 11: Author-
ities today closed the BL
University College for five days
to avoid clash between the
Islami Chhatra Shibir and
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal, re-

ports UNB.

Benazir, Murtaza
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eharges and lives in Syria, has
registered as an independent
candidate for next 's gen-
eral elections in a move that
could split the vote for his sis-
ter's party.

Both brother and sister
‘claim to have inherited the
mantle of PPP leadership from
their father, former Prime
Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
who was hanged in 1979 alter a
controversial conviction for con-
 spiring to murder a political op-

ponent
- Murtaza in a telephone in-

terview from Damascus late gn
Thursday, issued a veifled de-

.‘l‘[il.l'ldhl'

Youth from the rival wing of the Pakistan People's Party,
and chanting slogans in his favour, took over the stage where Benazir Bhutto was due to
deliver an election speech in Karachi Friday.
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JS: ORDER OF
THE DAY

By Staff Correspondent

* The House will nominate a
panel of chairmen to preside
over the sittings of the Jatiya

(JS)'s eleventh session
in absence of the Speaker and
Dq:uI]r Speaker.

Adoption of condolence
resolution.

* Introduction of four ordi-
nances in the House by Law,
Justice and Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Mirza Golam
Hafiz.

+ The ordinances are:
1. The Supreme Court Judges
Leave, Pension and Privil-
s, Ordinanee, 1993,
2 Arthik Pratishthan Ordi-

nance, 1993,

3. The Bangladesh Jute Cor
poration Act (Repeal] Ordi-
nance, |1993.

4. Acquisition and Requisition
of Immovable Property (Am-
endment) Ordinance, 1993.
* Question-answer period

scheduled for one hour.

* pPlacement of two bills In
the House by Ll::‘f and
Manpower Minister | Man-
nan Bhutyan for consideration
of the legislators.

*The bills are:

l. The Industrial Relations

Ordinance |Amendment) Bill,
1993; and
2. The Industrial Relations

(Amendment) Bill, 1993,

JS session today
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. ston, will be laid before the

House today in the form of
bills.

The Parliament secretariat

has so far received 3,132 no-
tices for resolution, 39 call at-
tention notices, 30 notices for
short discussions, seven for
general discussions, 22 notices
for adjournment motion and
seven breach of privileges no-
tees.
The secretariat also received
six private members bills and
2.402 questions from MPs of
both Treasury and Opposition
benches.

Meanwhile the ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) and the largest opposition
in Parliament the Awami Lea-
gue (AL) held meetings of their
respective parliamentary wings
yesterday afternoon.

The MPs of different parties
scparately discussed their
strategies for the session re-
garding different socto-political
and economic issues,

The BNP Parliamentary
Party, however, sat for less than
hall an hour and discussed the
proposed District Council Bill,
1992

Presided over by Prime
Minister and Leader of the
House Begum Khaleda Zia, the
meeting resolved to sit again
within the next two or three

According to sources in the
BNP, the Prime Minister asked

her party MPs to do their

homéwork on the District
Council Bill for the next meet-

ing.
The AL parlHamentary wing

felt that the opposition should

strongly press for repealing the
Anti-Terrorism Act. The meeting
also decided to press for the
repeal of the Indemnity Ordi-
nance and expedition of the
Special Parliamentary Com-
mittee's report on alleged
corruption in the Agriculture
Ministry and the minister con-
cerned.

Abdus Samad Azad, Deputy
Leadér of the Opposition and
presidium member of the AL,
presided over the meeting of the
party's parliamentary wing.

The meeting of the JS
Business Adyisory Committee
was attended by Matiur Ra-
hman Nizami of the Jamaat ¢-
Islami, LGRD Minister Barrister
Abdus Salam Talukdar, Chief
Whip Khandakar Delwar Hos
sain, Works Minister Barrister
Rafiqul Islam Miah, Deputy
Leader of the Opposition Abdus
Samad Azad, Mohiuddin Ahmed
bf the Awami League, Munirul
Hagq Chowdhury of the Jatiya
Party, Mohammad Shams-
uddoha of the CPB and Deputy
Leader of the House Prol AQM

Badruddozza Chowdhury.
Begum Sa Chowdhury
represented Leader of the

Opposition Sheikh Hasipa.
Opposition Chiefl Whip -
ammad Nasim also at the

meeting.

| ndey. ¢ Rao, 71, introduced _

mer Religious Affairs Minister,
Korban All, former State Mini-
ster for Inland Water Transport
and Shlprlng. Hasina Banu
Shirin, former Whip, " Sk.
Wahidul Islam, ex-MP, Manirul
Islam Munir, Azizul Haque and
Al Afzal.

JP (N) sources said more
names would be added to the
lists later.

Saifur
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ment [lank and Japan Overseas
Economic: Cooperation Fund
(OECF) who are co-financers of
the project were present in the
meeting.

Tt government is very sin-
cere and would do cverything
possible for smooth and cxpe-
ditious implementation of the
bridge project, the minister said
and advised the World Bank
appraisal mission lo reciprocate
the sentiment of the govern-
ment and not to impose any

unnecessary conditionalities
which may create unwanted

- problems.

Regarding resettlement of
the people who are affected by
the JMB project, the Finance
Minister said the government
had already made satisfactory
arrangements to resettle the
affected people, which should

be acceptable to the World
Bank. The government has al-
ready allocated Tk 54 crore for
the resettlement programme.

L -
| ot

Rama Rao weds

HYDERABAD, Sept i1: The
thespian of Telugu cinema and
National Front Chairman, N T
Rama Rao, found his lady love
in his biographer and fan, Ms
Lakshmi , whom he
married at a simple function at
his hills residence here
PT1

Rama
his new bride to the newsmen
and said, "She nursed me at the
crucial hours. The three sug-
cesaive strokes | survived dur-
ing the past couple of months
was only because of her”.

A beaming Ms S thi,
a divorcee in her thirties, was
beside Rama Rao all through
the press conference helping
him out in revealing finer de-
tails of their association which
culminated into thefr marriage.

Rama Rao chose Tirupathi,

the abode of Logd Balaji, to dis-

close his association and will-

ingness to marry Sivaparvathi
at a function organised ygester-
day to celebrate the 100th day
of his recent movie Majo
Chandra Kant. :
At the end of his speech,
Rama Rao declared, "l am will-
ing to marry Ms Sivaparvathi if
she is willing.” His biographer
came to him this morning and
gave her consent and that was

I lead

Gaddafi dismisses Western
ultimatum

BONN, Sept 11: Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi was
today as dismissing a Western ultimatum to hand over for trial

two Libyans wanted by Britain on suspicion of

out the

1988 Lockerbie airliner bombing. The United States, Britain and
France want the United Nations Security Council to pass a

resolution on or around October 1

tightening its air and arms

embargo against Libya if the suspects are not handed over

before then, reports Reuter.

Aristide's leading

Satu
in a military

Haiti next month, reports AP,

supporter killed

PORT-AU-PRINCE (Haiti), Sept 11: Gunmen assassinated a
supporter of exiled President Jean-Bertrand Aristide on
, breaking up a mass that commemorated those killed
-backed massacre five _
was killed and one wounded in Saturday's attack, the
challenge yet to a UN peace plan calling for Aristide’s return to

years ago. Another person

Blast rocks Zagreb suburb

ZAGREB, Sept 11: An explosion rocked a southwest suburb

artillery rocket which
source in
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Rasul yesterday, the inspections
would be conducted by the
Chief Justice and judges of the
Supreme Court and the High
Court division during the
annual vacations of the court
from September 12 to October
25.

Justice Mahmudul Amin
Chowdhury will hold an enquiry
from September 13- 16 into alle-
gations of irregularities in the
civil court of 5

He will also inspect the civil
and criminal courts of Narail
district between September 18-
21. '

The courts of some other dis-
tricts will be inspected by other
judges of the High Court
Division.

The Chief Justice Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed himsell
will inspect the courts of a few

districts including Sylhet,
Sunamganj, Comilla and
Tangail during the annual vaca-

| Soil fertility
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do not exist. They do not also

as a result of
which the soil was being de-
prived of any real benefit from
the use of urea or TSP.

Lac of nitrogen and sulphur
in the soil retard the photosyn-
thesis process of plants and
their leaves become grey.
Absence of potash and zinc
stunt the growth and regenera-
tion of plants while the stalk
and roots are affected by the
absence of phosphates in the
soil, the researcher explained.’

Describing the water leve
situation especially in the
northern region as alarming,
Igbal blamed it on the Farakka
dam and over consumption of
water.

*THe rainfall pattern has also
become erratic in recent years,"
he said and added that of late
dryness was prevailing, much to
the disappointment of the
farmders, for longer periods.
Rainfall, though occurring in

amounts, often comes at
the wrong time and doesn't al-
ways serve the needs of the

of Zagreb today and UN officials said they believed it was caused
by a ground-to-ground missile. “We think it was a Lunar 17
near the suburb of Lucke,” a UN
said. Local residents said there was damage to
the centre of Lucko and some people had been injured and
taken to hospital, reports Reuter.

! SC judgés

Woman set on
fire for dowry
" dies at DMCH

By DMCH Correspondent

A pregnant woman who was
reportedly set on fire by her
husband for failing to bring'
dowry from her parents, suc-
cumbed to burn injuries at a
hospital in city yesterday.

Selina Akhtar, 22, who was
in her seventh month of preg-
nancy; gave birth to a still born
child only two days before her

death. ,
Daughltl'nfhttm.hﬁuf
Chandipur, Keraniganj, Selina
was married to Mohammad
Moslem Uddin of Shial, of the
same thana, three years ago.
Even since her marriage, her

her for dowry. On September 6,
severely and asked her to go lo
her parents’ house to bring
dowry. But Selina refused to

That night Moslem report-
edly set her on fire and admit-

S e v

yesterday.
Moslem is reportedly ab-
sconding since her death.

TriEura Lhakm

receiving the returping Chakma
refugees on June 8 under an
agreement with India. But the
repatriation was stalled when
the refugees refused to return
until the fulfillment of their 13-

point demands placed earlier.

Minimum wages
From Page 1 Col 3

it also in principle

the draft of the Protection and

Observation of Fish (Amen-

dment) Act 1993 secking to
F‘l'ﬂh.'lbit ll-lluhl:ll!t- mll.

or possessing of any fishing net,
traps, gear and other such
contrabands to stop the use of
current net or amy such
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