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Upset

*
ago through

semifinals, the US Open has
been a wild and wacky aflair,

nearly two weeks
the women's

with favourites swept sut of the
year's final Grand Slam tour-
nament with — for them —

alarming regularity, writes AP.

On Day 1, ninth-seeded Petr
Korda was an upset victim: No
No 16 Andre

6 Michael Stich,
{ and the women's No 7
seed. Jennifer Capriati, fell the

next day.
No. 13 lvan Lendl, a three-

time US Open winner was gone
on Day 3; Ne. 3 Stefan Edberg,
the two-time defending cham-

Open. |
From opening day

plon, mdhpﬂcl‘uﬂ on Day 4:

and No |1 Goran Ivanisevic and
women's No 9 Anke Huber were

sent away on Day 5.
Et cetera, et celera, et

cetera,
Helena Sukova, a "golden
oldie” in this age of teen-age

noms, continued the trend

riday by picking off second-
secded Arantxa Sanchez-

Vicario 6-7, (7-9), 7-6, 6-2 to
grab a spot in Saturday's
women's f[inal. Sukova, seed
12th, will meet top-seeded Stefli
Gral, who eliminated upset-
‘minded Manuela Maleeva-
Fragnicre 4-6, 6-1, 6-0.
Saturday's first men's semi-
final sends 15th-seeded Cedric
Pioline against unseeded Wally
Masur. The second semi, follow-
ing the wnmen'a title match,

pits No. 2 Pete ras
No 14 Alexander Volkov.

"1 believe I'm a better player
now,” said Sukova, making her
fourth carcer Grand Slam final

and her second trip
to the title match at the
National Tennis Centre, "And |
deserve it. I'm more ready, bet-
ter than | was in '88."

Against Sanchez-Vicario, it
was the same Sukova who
knocked out No. 3 Martina
Navratilova in the fourth
round. Now she is the lowest
seeded women's finalist at the
US Open since 16th-seceded
Pam Shriver in 1978,

Sukova began to assume
control in her semifinal midway

through the second set as a few

rain drops splattered on the
court. A hard rain drenched the

Plohne s routine

A HE‘W YORK, Sept

: Cedric Pioline

mHn't be a full-

Nedged member of
the men's (gnnis

community il he didn't have a
t about the US Open.

So Pioline, who phy:sd Wally

Masur in a men's semifinal

, enthusiastically an-
nou hil with the
secason's final Grand Slam
event, reports AP,

“It is a hard tournament be-
wvsgegind doiong Iy foidns
city,” he is not
so good. It's noisy and the PI"-!F
ers lounge is so small.”

And then there is th::
scheduling. No. 2 Pete &Iﬂ‘tl::
and No. 14 Alexander Volkov,
the other half of Saturday's
men's semis, were off Thursday
and Friday. Pioline, the first
Frenchman in the semifinals of
th!: tournament since Henri

Cochet in 1932, was unhappy
with that.

"1 think it is not fair,” said
Pioline, who burst into promi-
nence when he knocked ofl No.
1 ranked Jim Courier in the

round of 16. “Sampras and
Volkov two days. rest and |
have one.”

None of this bothers Masur,
who at age 30 is thoroughly en-
g the most successful Open

of his career.

After dropping the first two
sets and then trailing 0-5 in the
fifth set against countryman
Jamie Morgan in the round of
16, Masur squirmed off the
hook and somehow won the
match. After staging that es-
cape, he can’t complain.

Masur nearly pulled the
same kind of getaway against
Pioline in their only previous
meeting, earlier this summer at
Wimbledon. He lost the first two

gripes
sets, then won the next two be-
fore losing the fifth 8-6.

Volkov and Sampras have
split two matches this year.
Overall, the American holds a 7-
2 edge in head-to-head meet-
ings.

Because he's an unseeded
underdog and a senior citizen in

the tenny-bopper world of ten-
nis, Masur has become a crowd
favourite.

"They can make as much
noise as they want as far as
he's concerned. '

“The crowd got behind me,”
he said. "] have a good feeling
here. The New York crowd is a
vocal crowd. It's great when
they're on your side.”

That could complicate things
for Pioline, the No. 15 seed. °I
will try to do my best,” he said,

"and we will see on Saturday.
And mayhe we will see on
Sunday.”

Chinese dream run unabated

BEWJING, Sept 11:
Chinese women
continued their
astounding domi-
nance of distance
running Saturday
as Qu Yunxia slashed more
than two seconds off the world
record in the 1,500 metres,
reports AP.

Qu, the 2)-year-old world
champion in the 3,000 metres,
ran the 1,500 metres in 3 min-
utes, 50.46 seconds, the oflicial
Xinhua news agency reported.
Xinhua at first reported her
time as 3:50.1, but later issued
a corrected time.

Earlier this week, teammate
Wang Junxia set a new world
for the 10,000 ;

were competing in C
7th National Games.

Ma Zunren, their coach,

another world record
Monday in the women's 3,000
metres.

Qu broke the previous
record of 3:52.47 set by Tatanya
Kazankina of the former Soviet
Union, on Aug. 13, 1980 in
Zurich, Switzerland. Wang

came in second in 3:51.92, ll.lln
beating the old record, Xinhua
said. '

Their teammate, Liu Dong,
1,500-metre world champion,
set an astonishing pace at the
start. of the race, with Qu and
Wang on her heels. The three
finished the first lap in 57 sec-
onds, well ahead of the world
record, and completed the first
two laps in 2:0.01.

With Liu fading away for
good, Qu and Wang maintained
their record-breaking pace,
running shoulder to shoulder.
Qu surged ahead at the bell,
with Wang one metre behind.
With 200 metres to go, Wang
tried to caich up, ]:rut Qu re-
fused tn give in.

Tha: sudden dn-mt:unm- of
Chinese women in the distance
events has raised questions of
possible drug use.

The first question Qu faced
at a news conference after win-
ning the gold in the 3,000 me-
tres at the World Champion-
ships in Stuttgart, Germany
last month was, "How many
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. seconds off the
record, also has raised suspi-

times have you been tested over
the last few months?" She said
three times, all negative,
Wang's time for the
10,000 metres, 29:31.78, or 42
us world

cions of drug use.

A newspaper Friday reported
in detail Wang's post-race urine
collection for drug testing, in an
apparent altempt (o counter
foreign criticism.

Her time, which showed her
running particiilarly fast in the
final 5,000 metres, also has
raised speculation that she ran
only 24 laps rather than the 25
needed to make 10,000 metres.

But a spokesman for the

his surname, Qi, dismissed the
possibility that Wang was one
lap short.

"That's impossible. There
were a lot of people watching,”
he said. _

Qi added that judges and
professional timekeepers from-
the Swiss watch company,
Dn:ga all were on hand timing
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Sukova shuts door on Sanchez

NEW YORK, Sept
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wasn 't tﬂr
day. I'm happy lor her. One
or the 'other has to win.”

In the second semifinal,
Maleeva-Fragniere, who has
said this be her last US
Open, almost fellowed Sukova
into the winner's circle.

Playing with a broken little
finger on her left hand,
Maleeva- lere broke Gral
twice to start the match and
survived an incredibly long, in-
tense 28-point game to hold to
5-3. She closed out the first set
with a love game, the final point
coming on a wicked backhand
slice cross-court that Gral just
stared at.

"l just couldn't get going.~
Gral said. "] made a lot of easy
mistakes. | was surprised | was
tight in the beginning, not ready
for the match. Sometimes | have
to remain mysell of who | am
and how [ can play tennis.”

Gral, who made 19 errors in
the first set, pounded balls into
the corners in the second set
while working on Maleeva-
Fmgnicrcu two-handed back-
i Inﬂ:chc second set, Gral

st jus points on her serve

'L.ld nine unforced errors.

"l felt pain on the backhand
return,” Maleeva-Fragnierre
said. "] was p jult to put
the ball in some

Once Graf took control at 3-
0, she never let go.

"It seemed she put every
ball one inch over the net, one
inch inside the baseline,” Mal-
eeva-Fragniere said. "It was
diﬂ]cult going for shots,

ically, she's stronger. | had
thc fcc I had to hit threc
than usual. It just

'I:nuk too much out of me.”

Papa Becker

NEW YORK, Sept 11: Boris
Becker ended weeks of s B
tion on Friday when he told a
German reporter he will become
a father in January, reports
Reuter,

Becker, who on Thursday
said. he and Flancee Barbara
Feltus plan to marry by the end
of the year, pass up
Junumy‘:hulﬁthmopem He

is planning on playing the
GmﬂShmEu at the end of

December and thm will stay
home for the birth of his first
child.

Rumours have been rampant
throughout the summer that
Becker's Filancee was pregnant,
but the German tciinis star had
repeatedly denied the impend-
ing birth.

The three-tim« Wimbledon
champion and 1989 US Open
winner claimed his last Grand
Slam title at the 1991
Australian Open. a win that
briefly made him the number
one ranked player in the world.

Flach, Leach win
US Open doubles

NEW YORK, Sept 11: Ken

i

Flach an Rick Leach, who have |

each piled up major titles with
other partners, teamed up on
Friday to claim the men's dou-
bles crown at the US Open
tennis championships, reports
Reuter,

The 12th-seeded American
pair rallied to beat the unseeded
team of Martin Damm wand
Karel Novacek of the Cech
Republic 6-7 (3-7), 6-4, 6-2 and
will spltt 200,000 dollars.

Damm and Novacek shared.

100,000 dollars.

"We got momentum after
hrﬂkinlg service in the first

of the second set,” said

Flach after claiming the Open
trophy.
. That momentum continued
to snowball into the third set as
the Americans began to domi-
nate, rolling to a commanding
5-1 lead in the decider.

"We'r a team. We both
have a lot of experience. We
clicked right from the start this
year.

“We won the second tourna-
ment we ever played together at
Tokyo,” Flach ﬂ

Experience may have been
the key as both players have
En in big doubles matches be-

Flach and longtime partner
Robert Se u::hwere twice
Wimbledon c .
1088 Olympie ol medaltofs
and 1987 US Open doubles
winners. They also won 10 suc-
cessive Davis Cup matches dur-
ing a stretch in 1988s.

Leach has also enjoyed his
share of past doubles success
with former partner Jim Pugh.

Leach an Pugh won

semifinal match

Wnrld nurnb-rr one Btlfﬁ Grlf of Gcrma lh-mt to mlke a hlckhlnd rﬂ.urn durinl hlr
against Switzerland’s H:nu-]l Maleeva-Fragniere in the US

tennis at

thl National Tennis Center on September 10. Graf made it to the final with a 4-6, 6-1, 6-0

— AFP photo

CHICAGO, Sept
11: The latest up-
date on the phy-
sical and mental
health of Mike
Tyson comes from
‘the man who some day may
have to fight him.

. "He said he feels fine and
he's talking about getting his
high school degree, then maybe

going to college when he gets

eut,” heavyweight -:hampinn
Riddick Bowe said Friday, re-
ports AP.

"At this point, it sounds like

is the farthest thi
from Mike's mind. Maybe
thinks that if he gets back into
boxing right away, he'd fall into
the same predicament he's in
now."”

Bowe visited with Tyson for
an hour Thursday night at the
Indiana Youth Center In
Plainfield, Ind, where the former
heavyweight champion is serv-
ing a six-year sentence following
his 1992 conviction on rape
charges. Bowe, who hails from
the same corner of Brooklyn, N
Y a8 Tyson, had promised to
make the visit shortly after

_taking the heavyweight title
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from Evander Holyfield last
Noveimber.

He said the two shared a few
laughs and memories about
growing up in their to
26-year-old Bowe also said
the older of the two
fighters by 14 months, re-
minded him that he was too

Bowe stopped off in Chicago

y en route to Lake
Tahoe, Nev, where he will begin
training in earnest for a Nov 6
rematch with Holyfield. While
taping some promos to the
pay-per-view coverage ol that
fight, Bowe wore the same "Free
Mike Tyson” T-shirt he had
worn during his meeting with

Tyson.
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Bowe says Tyson feels fine

"The more information | got
about what happened to him,
the more | was convinced that
he was railroaded... But what's
going on with him and the
courts is his businesss right
now,” Bowe said. "1 just wanted
to lift his some, let him
know that people still support
him."

Bowe said he was impressed
with Tyson's apparent htck of
bitterness over fate and that
he received several warnings
from the former champion
about how to conduct himsell.

"He said to respect the posi-
tion | have and not to abuse it
the way he did,” Bowe said.

Bowe's current career plans
call for him to fight until he
reaches the age of 30 or betters
Rocky Marciano's feat of
after 40 bouts without a defeat.
He is 35-0, and given the lack of
quality contenders in the

heavyweight division, he stands

a good chance of still being
around and still being cham-
pion when Tyson leaves prison,

"And after ' whup him...
Bowe began w Lypical blus-
ter, then caug!.. himself.

e

eration is buried in the bowels
of the stadium and affection-
ately labeled The Bat Cave by
the 20 or so technicians who

d the information.
room helds 35
IBM ters that mea -

ttrﬁ]mﬁ-nmlﬂ the courts and
it anyone with acceéss to
any match in

sing IBM hardware and

software from Information and

ground to service speeds.
For those who didn’'t make it

to Flushing Mcadows, IBM
installed a phone line
that allowed tennis fans to
phone in for match information
during the tournament. More
than 13,000 calls were received.

Open, there was the IBM Speed
Zone, a fast serve contest. For a

dirs 3 contribution to the
Arthur Ashe Foundation for the
Defeat of AIDS, fans took their

the middle of the
second week, the contest had
raised dirs 10,000 with [astest
serve by Christian George of
Murrysville, Pa., who hit one
128 mph (208 kphl]. That was
mph (1.6 kph) faster than the
f[astest recorded serve in the

Open, going Into the quarterfl-
nal round.

Netherlands nip
Norway to win
World Open
bridge
SANTIAGO, Sept 11: Cha-

nship favourites the Nethe-

mpio
rlands won the World Open

brhigt tournament in Santiago

Friday in a close, sometimes
‘I"‘"d match with Norway,
reports Reuter.

The Netherlands, which won
the Bermuda Bowl tournament
350 to 316,.-went into the final
of the open 32 boards, 39 up
and were pleased to discover a
fairly quiet first 16 hands on
which it lost two points to lead
by 37 international match

(IMPs).

But I the final
hand:l became
Norwegian pair Geir He
and Tor Helness — two of the
world's strongest individual

— took full advan

The pair bid a small s
but got it wrong, an then they
went down a game that could
have been made. =

The Netherland's team, one

nl'th:g t observers can

had consider-
able success in E and
world junior events over the last
seven years and has been a
force in open events for the last
few years.

Earlier on Friday, USA-2

"won the women's World Bridge
Championships when they beat
a tired German team by 53
"IMPs.

USA -2, which led Germany
by nine IMPs at the half of the
Venice Cup, put on 63 IMPs in
the third quarter and led com-
fortably there after to become

s

| the tournament champions.
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: WOUNDED WHILE

E CARPENIER CALLED HIS

HURT FINGER HIS RIP SORE.
Today’s Cryptoquip clue: $ equakﬂ

Wimbledon in 1990 and the
Australian Open title in 1988

TheC
letter stands for another. If

p is a substitution cipher in which one
you think that X equals O, it

Qu Yunxia, world 3,000 metres champion, crosses the finish line to set mr world rd n | and 1969.
the women’s 1,500 metres at the seyenth national games with a time of 3 minutes and 50. -;E They also tasted Davis Cup will equal O throughout the puzzle. Single letters, short
seconds. glory, clinching the 1980 Cup words and words using an apostrophe give you clues to

— AFP photo

title against Australia. locating vowels. Solution is by trial and error.



