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Arafat's Gamble

The decision by the PLO and Israel (o

each other, marks both an historic end and a mo-
mentous . It marks the probable end ol
violence, death, that have been on
ever since the United Nations voted to partition
Palestine into lsrael and Arab states in November
1947. Six months later, in May, 1948, Israel pnl;o_'-l
claimed its ence. which started the

Arab-1srael war that lasted for seven months.

Subsequently, there was the six-day war in 1967,
the Yom Y War in 1973, and the invasion ol
Lebanon by Israel in 1982. In addition to these

wars. there has been constant violence between the
Jewish state and the Palestintans.

However. the end of this incessant violence will
be durable if the of the accord marks the

genuine and sincere qunlb fngumpmh;nsm
negotiations (o a via secure home-
land for the an There is no reason (o be
eu aboutthcnmurdwhichtabeimﬁned. It
too little to the Palestinlans Lo salisly any-
. The autonomy over the area in Garza and
Jericho can never, never be the final settlement.
However, on the contrary. the agreement is not
that should be written-oll as a ‘'defeat’ or
‘capitulation’ by the ageing PLO chief, Yasser Arafat.
at we must understand is that, it is the out-
come of the reality of the day. With the collapse of
the Soviet Union and the Socialist bloc, the PLO
Jost a very powerful and dependable group ol allies,
without whose sup the resistance against the
Israel would have been practi-
le. The disintegration of the Soviet
Union. especially, was a devastating blow for the
Palestinian cause. This was [ollowed by the e
tconomic might of the Arab countries due, both to
the decre oil revenue and greater domestic
eeds. The eight-year Iran-Iraq war and the
Ruwalti invasion by Iraq further whittled away
Arab resources, a large portion of which could have
one to the Pdlestinians. The final writing on the
all for the PLO was the emergence of the United
States as the only superpower in the world. The
hold of the Jewish lobby on the US policy towards
the Middle-East., as evidenced over the last four
decades, left no doubt in anybody's mind as to
which way the US would tilt now that it was, liter-
ally, the 'sole arbiter’ of the events there. :

So. what the veteran Palestinian leader did was
to bow to the reality of the day, and open up doors
for peace negotiations which may lead to the
Palestinian people getting a homeland for them-
selves. The most important feature of the deal that
has been worked out is that of Israel recognising
the PLO as the sole representative of the
Palestinians and ntgnlialln% ace seltlement
with them. It was back in 1988 that Arafat ac-
cepted Israel's
nition, PLO gains. But this gain comes at too big a
price in terms of lost land — at least for the mo-
ment. What this deal brings is peace, but not jus-
tice. So the durability of this peace will depend on
how quickly the two sides — foes for decades —
can move forward to bring justice to the

Palestinians.
- of the mutual recognition agreement is

cally

of which is mutual hatred. The root of t

Fnes back several centuries. But the history of the
ast 45 years has made it extremely bitter and
b . Now the process has to be reversed. It is as
if the ‘clock of history’ has to be turned back, so
that it nﬂcmuvc forward in the direction of

peace and ju

There are many enemies of this process on both
the sides. The List Jews would want no conces-
sjon to be made to the PLO. The militant
Palestinians consider this accord to be a surrender.
Yasser Arafat has, no doubt, taken the b risk
of his life. by signing this nt, H tried
the way of force since 1 .when the was
formed. he has now gambled his future in the ﬁ{h
of negotiations, to see whether this provides a bet-

ter future for his beleaguered people.

DCC Goes Private—Partially

Mayor of the Dhaka City Corporation, Mirza
Abbas has revealed that a plan for delegating some
of the corporation’s responsibilities to the private

sector is under consideration. This shows that the .

Mayor is quite alive to the fact that not all is well
with the services in the sprawling city he adminis-
ters. His concern for improving conditions in some
of those areas — where service is next to

— he has in mind should be shared by every well-
meaning citizen. That he does not want to jump for
a wholesale privatisation drive — he envisions the
shift in phases — in his corporation looks prag-
matic enough.

Yet in a world where denationalisation and mar-
ket economy have become the catchwords, there is
no reason to jump on the bandwagon without
preparing a comprehenstve plan for the same. Most
of the time such steps — fashionable as they are —
are taken without considering the local conditions
and formulating appropriate guidelines and legal
provisions so necessary for restraining the private
bodies from taking undue advantages. Under no
circumstances can they be allowed to degenerate
into profit-mongering ventures from which only a
few get the opportunity to enjoy the cream or
worse. just leave those {n ruins.

The mayor certainly will not be ready to savour
such an appalling prospect for any of the city ser-
vices, rather will feel elated to see that in private
hands those will continue to prosper. As the first
mayor to think of privatisation for city services,
Mirza Abbas therefore has the added responsibility
to see that his plan does not start with a bang
and end in a whimper. The plan he has hit upon
will depend largely on the competition he will be
able to infiltrate in services concerned. One prob-
lem he is like to face is the lack of expertise in the
private sector for handling the responsibilities in
our city situation. The job becomes considerably
easier if the citizens are also responsible in using
the varfous facilities. This s almost an impossible
proposition. Therefore, any private body’s task will
be harder with the continuation of the trresponsibie
behaviour of the consumers — be it in the
disposal, use of gas, electricity, water, public toflet
or coin-box telephone. -

So we come to a point where rules and guide-
lines are needed — more importantly, enforced —
both for the enterprises as well as their consumers
to make them competitive enough, a key to suc-
cessful tmplementation of the privatisation pro-

gramme
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| Competition has im

garage 0 a tatlor, Within

a short of three
months, he organized himsell
with five mri l:li a
steady supply of orders from
customers within the locality.
planned to secure
some addittonal accommodation

| by inducing me to construct

another foor on top of the

and start operating un-

ﬁ subcontract to the regular
nt manufacturers.

Unfort nolh.luht
pened. He not last
more than two — he had
o vacate the since munic-

ipal authorities in their infinite
wisdom gave me a notice that
no such business can be carried
out in a residential locality. |
was . Karam Al Master
Taillor had to leave. This was
about six months back, now |

often find him in the

home

delivery, alone from his

small living at Mirpur

with the help of one assks -

tant. True, my local -

ity has been left pure, un-

| touched by small time working

group of clients and delivery
#undnnu:m, He has tried

for six months and failed. "] am
to a tailor, no
the taflor master.,” he

100,000 such tafloring enter-
mn in suitably located shop-

ses where they could realize
‘their dreams of cutting and

making garments for exports

under subcontract tnmrpro-.
‘ducers as well as tvidual

buyers. In fact, the number of
such enterprises could be a

HE Cumnmﬁwullh has
hit the buflfers in pur-

I suit of fits policy to

imprpve democracy and secure
multipartyism among its 50
member countries. The military
government of Nigeria has
ignored the rules sctting
aside the results of its election
and installing a ctvilan govern-
ment nobody voted for.

The crisis comes after a pe-
riod of considerable success for
the Commonwealth in helping
to move several of its states to-

de :r'lﬁ‘t'
m s ot
ya

helped in the last two or three
years to hasten the end of one-
party, military or autocratic
rule. Now has bucked
the trend, in the process it
has arrested many people and
tried to stop freedom of expres-

| Juil.

The Nigeria situation is likely
to be a main focus of attention
when Commonwealth leaders
meet for their summit in Cyprus
' at the end of October. The sub-
ject of “good government” — a
phrase capable of many inter-
pretations — will be very much
on the agenda,

Already suggestions have
been made that Nigeria should
be excluded from taking part in
the summit or even that it
should be pushed out of the
Commonwealth. Nothing like
that is likely to happen. But
there has been criticism that
the Commonwealth has not

Sir, We are indeed gravely
concerned to learn that our
ceiling fan industry, which has
grown and developed over the
recent years under the protec-
tion of the government by way
of total ban on import, s now
under impending threat of clo-
sure, Should import be allowed
in any form under the free mar-
ket economy?

Since banning import of ceil-
ing fan in 1984- 1985, our own
fan industry has develo sig-
nificantly. Presently, are
as many as well over seventy-
five celling fan factories in the
country, ca to the domes-
tic needs in (ull and with satis-

faction. C » many al-
ljed m.m raw ma-

terials, like super enamel wire,
etc. have developed side by side.
the
quality of our cefling fan, the
prices have come down without
any with the stan-
dard and ‘after-sales-services’
have also improved, — much to
the advantages of customers.

With continued support of our
government, our [an manufac-
turers would be able to embark
upon export in the foreseeable
future, belore long.

1

Ceiling fan industry

the sarme lamily

The government initiative
would then be a true
o the challenge posed by the
potential of ¢ labowur. It is

nol necessary that garments
must be manufactured by only
large scale enterprises employ
ing several hundred workers. It
could be family based enter

BSOS WOI under contract
with the big buyers and large
manufacturers. Yet we have no
idea of help to Kardm

© Al Master Tatlor who had to

close down his shop and with 1]
shatter his dream.
Similar is the casc ol Mofe:
All who had a roadside shack
where using the pavement as
the workplace, he set up his en-
terprise to manufacture iron
grills for doors and windows —

" an essential item for any house

under construction. He was an
excellent craftsman: him
any complicated design and he
would come up with its exact

on frons. | know it since
| was his customer once.
However, he could not survive
as a roadside vendor. The un-
derhand dealings that he had o
ity ineman and municipal bill

proved too much and one
fine morning he just melted
away — vanished into thin air.

Lack of Suitable

w
The pro of Mofez Al
and Karam Ali are very similar.
cannot find a suitable
workplace conveniently located,
[rom their business point of
view, where they can benefit
from utility services as well.
RAJUK is keen to develop resi-
dential areas and business dis-
tricts but suitable areas for
small or micro enterprise devel-
opment are lacking everywhere.
Here the basic characteristics of
the enterprise that | am talking
about must be borme In mind:
there are no distinctions be-

- Cheap Labour P

tween the entreprencur, man-
or the master cra

in the work of skill

adds value to the prod-

ucts under manufacture. With

extremely low overhead, some-

time free labour, such

enterprises are highly -
tive. Yet recognized work

for the taflors or metal welders

are few and far between in the

urban areas of our country,

Dhaka in particular.

The major problem, however,

tlates to the fAinancing of such

ses. They have hardly

llateral. In faect it is

if they have any bank

wint. In several instances

standards, foundries and metal
workshops are capable of
wonders in the manufacture
machinery components and
spare -paris. However, attention
of the present government
scems to have diminished. We
don't hear of the Dolad Khal any
more. Since lotus bloom in the
mud and slush, it is possfble
that the small/micre enter-
prises might flourish in spite of
the utter lack of attention given
thus far to their development.
The Dolai Khal continues as
before, languishing as a

VWINDOW ON ASIA

1183
i5
1
H

i
!

;EEE
; §i=
H
EF
33

a‘
:
:

providing such capital assis-
tance should also include a
compon
further skill development so
that the quality of products can
casfly come up to the compets-
tive standards.

The concept of the develop-
ment | am talking about got
some attention from the gov-
ernment as the Dolal Khal ap
proach when it was found that
small, primitive by modern

ent for training and

. Also 1t has got some-

wr . .
you ask the handful of

successiul businessmen if their
sons and daughters should fol-

by Derek Ingram

otential: Response to the Challeng

low in their footsteps, many of
them would no. Such an

efforts shall,
among others, consist of tech-

ganizational

of
interest is feastble although
strong su jon will always
be needed so that the repay-
ment standards of Grameen
Bank could be achieved.

The same principles should
hold good for the potters com-
munity who at present due to
the onslught of aluminugm
and pans are [acing a Mg
market. The traditional sun-
baked, unglazed potiery indus
try cannot survive and there is
no scnse in pining over it

After annulling the general election and taking Nigeria through a period of confusion and
repression, military ruler Ibrahim Babangida has stood down and handed over to a ctuil-
ian leader. The man thought to have won the general election, Chief Mashood Ablola, has

been ignored. Many believe Babangida and the army will still be the real rulers of Nigeria.

For the Commonuwealth, reports Gemini News Service, this is a big test.

been strong enough in voicing
its opposition to t has been
going on in Nigeria.

We have 'been here before.
From time to time excesses in

. other Commonwealth countries

have brought forth charges of
double standards, particularly
in relation to the Common-
wealth's strong stand against
the apartheid regime in South
Africa.

But all this was in the days

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters

are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
address.

Whilst welcoming Lhe, con-
cepl ol free market economy, we
would carncstly urge our gov-
ernment to careflully examine
the question of lifting ban on
import of consumer goods. As
for the celling fans, let there be
no doubts lurking in anybody's

mind, for any move towards -

lifting ban on import would be
pregnant with danger of total
collapse of our local industries.

Abu Rafed

Gulshan, Dhaka 1212

BTV-bashing

Sir, BTV-bashing scems 1o
have become quite a popular
sport over the last couple of

years, the scrutiny bcmmin1_ {; has
0

mose intense with the onset
free elections and the coming to
power of a democratic govern-
ment. Sometimes, though by no
means 8, the criticism is
well justified. At other times,
questions should be asked thal
reach beyond the perimeters of
the Rampura centre.

| go a month back. The
evening news bulletins of the
7th of August reported on a
purportedly surprise visit by the
Prime Minister to a primary
school on the outskirts of

when a country's internal af-
fairs were regarded as sacred
and intervention of any kind
from outside was scorned.

the international climate
is different. Intervention, if not

yel accepted as the norm, is at

* least beginning to be lived with.

Al its Harare summit two
years ago the Commonwealth
for the first time laid down

idelines for members' be-

viour and decided to help its

Dhaka. Evidently it was not a
surprisc visit 1o the that
be at BTV who were miracu-
lously able to anticipate her and
be there waidting in the cramped
classroom to witness her ar-
val— fA'm enmerm Mehting
and sound equipment mad all
that. .
Does this mark a stunning
prescience on the part ol BTV? |
regrel the answer Lo this ques-
tion is: No. What this and other
such ncws items do in fact is
allow the government to betray,
scmiconsciously and witlessly,
its own sensc of [ragility
through the very mecans it

wishes to extend its ability to
convince.

The French commentator on
contemporary life, including the
media. Daudrillard, descerfbed
the evolution of print media
coverige as comprising of four
stages: 1) reflecting news, 2)
masking news, 3) masking the
fact that the news s being
imisked and 4) presenting sim-
ulacra as ncws. Even under the
present democratic regime, BTV
nol been allowed Lo
progress even o the [irst of
these stages. This is due plainly
lo the continuing control ex-
eried over our television service
by the Ministry of Information,
which, it secems, enthusiasti-
‘cally subscribes to the Goebbles
school of communication.
Goebbles' first and last com-
mandment was that if you re-
peat the same thing to people
often enough, eventually they
will bedin Lo belicove it

| am confident of the talent
and potential that rests within

members phase oul one-party
government and military rule. It
agreed that certain rules should
be mmﬁﬂﬂ coun-

= tries were fo jolis the -

The Commonwealth Secr-
, Chiel Emcka

important coun
Saharan Africa one of the

Commonwealth's most influen-

Television Bhavan. And yes we
are an infant democracy. But
for how long will the infantile
paranoia dull our television
screens with its shadow?

Abdud | lannan

Crescent Road,

118
i
Eonak
Hi

¥

K]
3
X
:
g
i

* fected officers. The High

tﬂﬁmh'in’mlﬂmuonn.lw+
ganisations into disrepule —
somcwhat unfairly since their
is the voice of the mem-

The UN fo the butt of all.

criticism, yet it is not the organ-
isation itself, or its deals,
is at fault, but the member
countries which make it up.
They are responsible and the
Secretary-General and his
are their servants. It s t
same with the Commonwealth
and all other international bod-
s

A Secretary-General has to

articulate what he believes to be

the consensus view among his
member countries. With skill,
he can be one jump ahead of
them. In the Commonwealth the
first two Secretaries-General,

. Armold Smith, of Canada, and

Shridath Ramphal, of Guyana,
had a good record of outspo-
kenness, but the times did not
allow them to criticise much the
behaviour of individual member
counitries.

Since Anyacku took over as
Commonwealth Secretary-

General in 1990 and a
mandate in 1991 to push ahead
mmmﬂm

and human ts, he

has been able to

Promotion scandal
Sir, The heinous promotion

Council Committee in early
1992, Is very wellknown
throughout the length and
breadth of the country. The
matter came under scathing
criticism in the press. The PM

was embarrassed and she ad-
mitted in a with the of-
ficers a few d alter the Inci-
dent thal there could have been

nol go to court. But that was
not to be. The matter was soon
forgotien by the actors of the
drama and eventually writs
were flled in the High Court and
cases in Administrative
Appelate Tribunal by the afl-
Court
is yet to deltver fts judgment. In

ﬂ.ﬂ.ﬂﬂ.l

Instead . should be or-

terprise-based
manufacturing of numerous

goods services primarily
red to export markets.
les in respect are

manufacture of hand-woven

carpets, gems and jewelry,
dolls. artificial flowers

abroad for the competitive
manufacturers.

The cheap labour potential
and chal to the response
basically the Grameen
Bank model but the training

will be a new add)-
tion, loans per unft should be of
a larger scale and very intensive
supervision is a must. There
will always be certain
ness to the course of .
ment of any nation. Ours would
be a course of micro-enterprise
development by a class of pro-
motes from the ranks of skilled
workers and artisans and not
the so called mountaineers who
only know to make hay while
the sun shines

The cheap labour potential s
there The appropriate response
is the rightful challenge that
faces the nation today.

Nigeria: It's a Tough Test for the Commonwealth

these lasues and he has done
so. When a military coup took
place In Sterra Leone linmt
year he was quick to condemn
the soldiers and 0 call it & se-
rious sethack o the Common-
. He

democracy and Commonwealth
countries musi be an example.

So when General Ibrahtim
Babangida annulled the
Nigerian elections in June

Anyaoku appealed to the coun-
try’s leaders to *

Ernest Shonekan he called

events there “incomprehensible”

and urged the new

to “weigh very — for

the sake of present future

E:nmn.n{ — the
of

setting aside and that

across the traditional divides of
tribe and religion.” For the
Commonwealth set

the meantime, the main sup-
poscdly actor of the drama was
forced out by the PM from the
cabinet. But the superseded
affected officers remained where

they were. *

People are looking to the
High Court for justice.
Hundreds of officers with excel-
lent service records were super-
seded for no fault of theirs
through an eyewash ‘interview’
lasting two/three minutes,
Unless the High Court and
Supreme Court rise to the oc-
casfon and rectify the high
handcdness of the Council
Commiltee, people will have the
fecling that even the semblance
of justice is gone for good from
this country.

Here s an humble sugges-
tion. From each cadre a number
of officers were promoted. If the
same number of officers are
promoted from that very cadre
on the basis of senjority, dossicr
and ACR's that will be just, fair
and cthical and there s be
no reason for heart burning
from any quarter. It may not be
impertinent to mention here
that {f the Supreme Court of
Pakistan can annul the order of
the President on dissolution of
Cabinet and Parltament in the
interest of justice and fairplay,
it should not be much of a
problem for our High Court to
annul an unjust and uncthical
promotlion order. That will
enhance also the image of the
Supruenwe Court enormously.

Mrs Joynab Begum
Malibag, Dhaka



