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NE major advantage from the restoration
Odldumn'ltt system of government is
that the country concerned openas its doors
to the outside world and invites leaders of other
nations, with similar commitments, to come over
for a visit on the right occasion.
There may be nothing new in this in the con-
world. However, we are glad that the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) fol-
this procedure in asking over prominent
leaders from within the region and outside.to the
inaugural session of its recently-concluded
Council meeting. As we know, many of the
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A boost for Begum Khaleda Zia ? Surely.
However, too much emphasis on this aspect of
the exercise would divert our attention from

Furthermore, it adds to the nation-to-nation
interaction, the need for which has been emph-
sised by concerned individuals in countries in
South Asia — even outside. To maintain some
kind of a continuity of this exercise, we need a
mechanism, a loosely structured body which, in
turn, should have a modest funding support.
Well, here we are into a field with ques-
tions which defy easy answers.

To keep the discussion at where we started,
we wonder If any of our local research bodies,
say, the Institute of Strategic and
International Affairs tried hard enough to get
some of the visiting leaders to address a hall-day
seminar on regional issues. May be they tried. It
won't be right to be uncharitable to any of them,
without knowing what went on behind the scene.
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HERE are several regional dignitaries we

have liked to listen, but two more than

others. The two are a former Finance
Minister Sartaz Aziz and Afr Marshal [Rtd)

S. M. Ali

friends of Bangladesh.
During his speech at the opening session of

the BNP council, Asghar Khan created a stir and
rightly earned & rousing anhu-t from the audi-
ence when, | believe, became the first
Pakistani politieian to offer a public "apology” —
or was it condemnation ? — for the genocide
committed in Bangladesh by his country's armed
forces — and their local allies — during 197 1.

I 'wonder if it would be right to say that the
retired head of the Pakistani Air Force created a
stir by his statement. Perhaps, it was for the
younger section of the nuditnc'l.' to whom Asghar
Khan has become something of a distant figure.

Asghar Khan and Sartaz Aziz, two good

part of history of Pakistan virtually unknown in
this country.

However, people of my generation and pro-
fession who have followed his al activities
right from the sixties, with the twists and
turns, know [ull well that f there is a single
Pakistani politician who would offer public apol-
ogy for what the government of his country did
in Bangladesh, during the War of Liberation, it
would be Air Marshal Khan. Again, |, for
one, have the u e the lead

in Dhaka would

given Khan at the
not be lollowed by other politicians in his coun

try. Here, | would like to be proved wrong

The former Air Force Chief has always been in
something of a category of his own during his
political lile. | did not get a chance of seeing him
this time. But | had found myself sitting next to
him at a well-attended dinner when he was in
Dhaka a year on a short visit, unfortunately
too short for Daily Star to do a full-page
Conversation pilece on him.

An impressive-looking man, with greying
moustache and thinning hair — he looks much,
much younger than his seventy-plus years of
age, when in his conversation then, turned to
politics from small talks, he emphasised the
need for creating a new political culture in South
Asia, something that we had been talking about
for Bangladesh during the past two years.

It is far from a footnote in history. It had the
potential of being a major development that
could well change the course of events in the
country. During the twilight years of the Ayub
regime, in the late sixties, two persons most

talked about as sucoessors to the General whose
days were numbered were the late Justice
Mahbub Murshed of erstwhile East Pakistan and
Asghar Khan. Either of them could head an all-
t;:n-rt_v;rlntu!ﬂm.u-u-«:rnm-.-nl—-nrnevnm-p-lulv:lnm
tial system as an elected leader —

?

not be surprised that Asghar Khan offered

public apology for the genocide in 1971. With
some — alas, only a few — deeply-held

and that unknown quantity, political ty.
dnnntdlupp:-rlnthcmm:tﬂm
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ART‘AJ Ariz, a Pathan, has been a good firi-

Bangladesh right from his days in
the UH system, before he returnmed to
Pakistan in the eighties from a top-level post In
the International Fund for Agricultural
Development (IFAD). Soon after Dhaka became a
member of this Rome-based organisation,
Bangladesh was one of the main beneficiaries of
small and medfum-sized soft loan assistance,
with Aziz playing a pivotal role in ensuring that
our needs were well-looked after, in agriculture
and in the reduction of poverty. At its early
stage, the Grameen Bank was one of the
beneficiaries of [FAD. And sowas BRAC.

The commitment of Sartaz Aziz to agricultural
development is very strong During one of our
meetings in Rome, the Pakistani ex p:ﬂ
sented me with an autographed copy hunh
titled, "Learning from China” mﬂn}y dealing with
the way the world's most populous country has
altered the face of its agriculture. An official of
the United Nations system, Aziz did not go into
politics, but he handled what we { call the
whole range ol projects, from building small
dams to setting up co-operitives which gave a
boost to food production. to education for
women. | must surely go through the book again
and see how far it is relevant to the present sit-

uation in Bangladesh.
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Asghar Khan, both of Pakis an, and both good

friends of Bangladesh.

VIVEKANANDA: A HUNDRED YEARS SINCE CHICAGO PARLIAMENT OF RELIGIONS

The Essence of

His Mission

by Dr Aminul Islam
NE hundred years ago in may all sensient beings. "So
1893 a young long as was a single dog in my
monk from India, Swami{ country is without food, my
by name, hitherto whole religion®, said

unknown to the world commu-
nity, luckily got a chance o
address the World Parliament of
Religions in Chicago. The effect
of the l]:lt-oth was instant and
lta.rl'.lirg audience was

med. There was insis-
tent demand for some more
speeches to which Vivekananda
agreed rather gladly. The mes-
sage thus delivered hurled
Vivekananda from obscurity to
world fame. He, however, did
not stop there, but cafried on
conveying his message till his
premature death at the age of
39. His life, though short, was
nevertheless active and event-
ful. He toured around the world
almost in cyclonic speed, deliv-
ered scores of wrote
many articles and poems and

plane of a
person and turned into an
institution.

What, one may naturally
ask. was mission of this

pro
regard for Islam and was in all
E—:ifufurtuequlhtylndiei-
ecling. The Prophet of
. Was a true

for Christianity, especially its
humanitarian aspect. He
specifically admired Jesus
Christ's admission of every good
man to the family of God. As for
Hinduism, the religion of his
birth, he had no fllusion about
its substance of humanism.

Nevertheless he was sharply
critical of the social inequities of
the caste-ridden Hindu soctety
which run counter to the idea of
the unity of man and all other
species of creation. Moreover,
he could not see eye to eye with

that otl-:r-uﬂd
-tﬂtww ich neglects tFIE

mundane needs of man. The
spirit of Hinduism, he empha-
sizes, is not renunciation of life,
but the affirmation of human
power. To him, freedom is the
essence of Hindu s ty.
Religion, it is often enou

sald, is for man, lndmlnﬁ:
for religion. Vivekananda's view
of religion lends support to this
view. Hence his obser-
vation: Il religion cannot wipe
off the tears of a widow and give
a morrel of bread to the hungry,
Il:nnuli:n'crh:lt.ﬂcwnn
lo say: First food and then reli-
ﬂnnh:nrﬂttnutinodnnthiq
can be accomplished. The prin-
cipal lesson of religion consists
not in supermatural exercises,

Vivekananda, "will be to feed iL."
What a humanitarian spirit en-
shrined in the heart and tongue
of a spiritual monk!
Vivekananda's philosophy
was, to all intents and pur-
. humanitarian in charac-
ter. He had a lofty vision of
mankind. Hence he character-
ized man as the noblest of all
noble beings. the personifica-
tion of Brahman, the Absolute,
Nothing is ter and nobler
than man; each soul is es-
sentially divine. Our goal con-
sists in manifes this divine
within, by controlling nature,
external and internal. To control
external nature man uses
science and to control internal
nature he neegds to have re-
course to religion.
Vivekananda's philosophy of
life can justly be characterised
as synthetic in character, in

that it lays equal emphasis on
the material and spiritual as-
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Mankind ought to be ta
varied expressions o

ht U‘I'.-‘.I! rehgims are bur. the
The Religion. which is
Onéness. so that each may choose the path that
suits him best. — Swamt Vtuekananda

A Philosophy for Man

by Md Mahbub Hassan

1 have found this unkno-
I wn Hindu monk more

learned than all our
learned men put together’. This
evaluation and ensuing lectter
from a renowned Harvard
Professor enabled Swami
Vivekananda to address at the
World Parliament of ns in
Chicago on 11th September,
1893. Having got the
opportunity to begin his work in
the United States; within a
short time he became the guru
or preceptor of a number of
truth-secking people belonging
too and exhausted by
mechanical lifestyle of Western
world. Outwardly religious, it
was the initiation of dissemina-
tion of a philanthropic philoso-
phy..While the soul behind this
philosophy was Sri Ramkrishna
Paramahansha, it was the
dedication, sigcerity and en-
deavour of his disciple Swami
Vivekananda that carried the
greal message of philanthropy,
fraternity and integrity to the
peoples of the world.

Leading the life of a
Sannyasi and referring to and
explaining the verses from
Vedas in solving intricate prob-
lems [aced by mankind in the
present world, should
Vivekananda be as a
dogmatist? Or, was philoso-

rhy intended to tnspiu- pmplc
d -

a ascetic life where in

The Preacher of Harmony and Oneness

by Swami Aksharananda

WAMI Vivekananda's pre

monastic name was Nare-

ndranath Dutta. Naren--
dranath was born in Calcutta
on Jan-uary 12, 1863, His
father Visw-anath Datta was a
promin®nt lawyer. In his
childhood Naren-dranath was
dynamic and smart, but was
truthful in all his dealings and
a leader among the fellows. He
was kind to the poor and re-
spectful to the monks and
mendicants. He was intelligent
and brilliant in his leaming. His
inquisitiveness took him into
the subtle matter so easily. In
all his manners he was distine-
tive.

Narendranath started his
college education in 1879.
Having a versatile mind he
could not remain confined to
the textual subjects only. He,
therefore, started studying dif-
ferent matters. This way he ac-
quired knowledge In the
Eastern as well as Western sys-
tems of education. He: got at-
tracted also to the study of
philosophy and science and
earned commendable profi-
ciency therein. He could Izm-d

u:::gtu::yﬂﬂngwhﬁ&mmt
I'ndhy-rguntnulmd

W'.huc studying, Narendra-
nath came in contact with
Brahma Samaj. There he
wanted to know God in reality.
Brahma believed in wor-
shipping God with at-
tributes. Narendranath showed
his interest in that system of
worshipping God, but that did
not satisfy him for long. So he
;d.‘mnmd further to God

frectly. To quench his spiritual
thrust he met a number of reli-
gious leaders and scholars, but
none could satisfy him. Later
his college Principal William
Hastie directed him to Sri
Ramakrishna who remained
absorbed in God irtoxication.
Narendranath was moved to see
such an ecstatic mood .

The Bed-rock
One day Narendranath

asked Sri Ramakrishna, ‘Have

but in service to God fn man, | you seen God, Sir?" He an-

swered promptly, Yes, | see
Him just as | see you here, only
in a much intenser sense. God
can be realized....' The words of
Sri Ramdkrishoa touched him
deeply. He was attracted by Sri
Ramakrishna intensely, But
tragedy came in 1884 —
Narendra's [ather passed away
all on a sudden. All the family
responsibilities fell on him. He
was bwildered at the moment.
His spirftual aspiration was
about to shatter,

Very soon all the problems
faced by him were over by the
grace of God. He asked Sri
Ramakrishna to help” him so
that he can remain absorbed in
ecstasy day and night. Instead,
Sri Ramakrishna scolded him
and said, 'How selfish you are}
To seek salvation for oneself is a
selfish motive, you have to work
both for the good of the people
as well for your own liberation
simultaneously: Remember,
your coming on earth is pre-
destined to work for the well-
being of the people. 'On the
16th August, 1886, Sri Ram-
akrishna entered into Mahas-
amadhi giving the respons{bility
to Narendranath to look alfter all
his disciples. Soon after all
congregated in a place and took
Sannysasa, a life discarding

worldly things and enjoyments.

Narendranath toock the mona-

stic name Swami Vivekanada.
In 1884 Swami Vivekananda
set out for and came
in touch with the suffering
masses in different parts of the
country. During this time he
took shelter in the houses of the
poor and had share of their
meals. Sometimes he was
princely recetved by the kings
and the scholars. He travelled
[rom one part of the country to
the other extensively to know
the condition of his country-
men. He was shocked to see
such a miserable condition of
theirs. He narrated these to one
of his brother disciples, 'l am
still unable to understand any-
_thing of your so-called religion.
But my heart has expanded
very much, and | have learnt to
feel. Believe me, 1 feel intensely
indeed." An expression of deep
sorrow on his countenance was
apparent and intense emotion
shook his . his voice was
choked, he could say no more.
After completing his tour, he
arrived at Kannyakumari, the
last tip of the land in southemn
Indfa on the sea. He swam to
the: rock nearby and sat there
and had a vision of the condi-
tion of India’s past, present and

At the Parliment of Religious, Chicago, Sept 11, 1893

future. He felt, ‘We as a nation
have lost our individuality and
that is the cause of all misery in
India. We have to give back to
the nation its lost individuality
and raise the masses. The
Hindu, the Mohammedan, the
Christian — all have virtually
trampled them wunder foot.
Again the force to raise them
must come from inside. In every
country the evil exists, not with,
but against religion. Religion is
therefore not to blame, but
men.

At the Parliament

During his tour he came to
know that ‘The World Parliam-
ent of Religions’ was going to be
held in Chicago, America.

quiﬂﬂ:l then Tﬂ]ﬂﬂtﬁd by
his admirers to go there to
represent thduhm Initially he
was hesitant, but he decided to
attend the Parlfament later and
on the 31st May, 1893 boarded
the ship. He reached Chicago
via China, Japan and few other
countries. There he came to
know that the Parliament would
sit after one month. As Ch
was a very costly place, he had
to move to a cheaper place,
Boston. Again he came back to
Chicago to attend the
Parliament of Religions. Here he
had heard that no one could be
a representative without any
credentials. Besides, the time of
entry was also over. He was ut-
terly perplexed. He wrote in a

letter, ‘Now | have to fi
against odd. | am not finding
out the path. But the Lord can

show that path. Do or die. | will
have to be firm at my determi-
nation.’ It seemed by the grace
of God all the difficulties had
been withered away.
Mtraculously an old he
him. She tnlrndtmdw
Professor John Henry
Harvard Untversity. Pro
Right was very much
to see the depth of Swami
Vivekananda's scholarship in
all fields of learning. He, with-
out any hesitation, gave a letter
of introduction to the authority
of the Parliament of Religions
Continued on page | |
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stincts should be extinct?
Ramkrishna-Vivekananda phi-
losophy, or to say In a wider
sense, ancient Indian philoso-
phy does not show any inclina- .
tion in favour of this. While an-
nihilation of instincts is impos
sible or impracticable, sublima-
tion is the only acceptable way
for mankind. Once when
Vivekananda expressed his de-
sire to his guru Ramkrishna
for leading an fsolated life to get
perfection in meditation, the lat-
ter rebuked him calling 'a self-
ish guy. And (it was
Vivekananda who in later period
devoted himself to the great
cause of preaching the philoso-
phy of love, peace and integra-
tion among Indians as well as
peoples throughout the world. A
virtuoso in Indian music,
sculpture and fine arts,
Vivekananda held religion, sci-
ence and fine arts as different
means of expressing the same
truth.

Vivekananda's discussions

and suggestions on issues ltke ,

education, eradication of
poverty and ignorance, tackling
population problem and various
contemporary pragmatic as-

pects show his attitude towards
life to be modern, not
‘western’. He was truly a mod-
ern, rational-minded man,
searching the soul in the past.
Doing so was not parallel to at-

tempt of turming the clock of
history back. Because, in the
language of Vivekananda,
"knowledge exists eternally and
is co-existent with God. Then
man who discovers a spiritual
law is inspired and t he
says is revelation: but revelation
too is eternal, not to be crystal-
lized as final and then blindly
followed.” And also “the sum to-

tal of knowledge is ever the
same; only sometimes it is more

‘manifested and sometimes less.

The only source of it is within;
there alone it is found.”"
Within the 'sell being the
only source of knowledge, for
the manifestation of it
Vivekananda says, ‘consciousn-
ess of self is essential. When
this consciousness comes, man
can feel the presence of God in
his self. Thus comes a s
when man can see the si
existence of God everywhere
and extend his narrow ego
everywhere, That is a situation
where man sees his own self in
varfous forms and self seems to
be omnipresent. Then loving all
becomes loving oneself. And “to
such lovers there is no
distinction of caste, learning,
hcnuty. birth. weather or
tion because all are His."
‘U’Ivt nanda’'s conception of
God and conception of hu-

manity are mingled in one.

3-H Formula

‘Consciousness of self inter-
preted by Vivekananda is a
state which makes us able to
love the whole world truly and
flourish supreme human quali-
ties. He emphasized on the
endless expectation of man.
"Know you are infinite and fear
will die.” And also, “We are what
our thoughts have made us; so
take care about what you think.
Words are secondary, Thoughts
live; they travel far. Each
thought we think is tinged with
our own character.” In this
connection 3-H formula formed

by Vivekananda can be re-
membered. 3-H or the simulta-

neous culture and utilisation of
head, hand and heart can make
a man perfect in true sense. The
formula recognises the neces-
sity of sincerity, motivation and
practical action in attaining
Continued on page 11
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rrel over the kind ufql;ﬁ
which actually the first man ate
at the behest of his consort
Since the eater or his instigator
is not available to wouch or
reject the claims, the discord
has attained some eclement of
controversy and therefore
earned same commercial value.
And the [rult vendors joyfully
quoted Adam as the first eater
of the fruit they oflered for sale.

Some Americans however
believe that the original tempta
tion which overwhelmed the
first’ man came astride a
tomato, the shiny bright-
coloured (ruit-vegetable com-
bine. It lures, appetizes and
gastronomically soothes the
system. Had there been no
other better substitute,
American artists would have
painted the Cupid’'s arrow over
the tomato. But they did not. It
was the apple pterced by the
Cupid's arrow,

The second claim was in
favour of apple which some
consider as doctor's substitute.
They say that (f one eats an
apple a day, it keeps the doctor
away. Its assorted eye-catching
colours emit some kind of ap-
peal besides the hidden fron-
rich meat inside. How Adam
lost his sense of iInnocence alter
munl:'htn? this fruit God alone

although 1t is claimed
that the fecling to become tipsy
might even come from distflled
waler if drunkenness is a state
of conscious mind. It is difficult
to refute the argument.

Some men, now encouraged
by the newly lound democracy
in Bangladesh, view Adam’'s
eating of the lorbidden fruit
from a different and discerning
angle. The argue, by asking
Adam to eal the [ruit, Eve at the
first instance, encroached upon
the democratic right of her hus-
band. She should hawve left it to
his free choite in true demo-
cratic spirit. Understandable,
his love for the consort befogged
and blinded his sense of judg-
ment and he [ollowed the wilc's
bidding unquestionably. Often
we also do so as a legacy. It
could be assumed that the first
casualty of democracy was at
the hand of Eve. If you follow or
obey your consort, you just fol-
low the traditions, don't break
them.

The legacy ol obeying the
wifle, with example set by the
first father, has not ceased yet.
Consequences for disobedience
to wile are also disastrous.
Small pecople we ignore, big
oncs we quote. Laby Clementine
Churchill once hurled a dish of
spinach at her husband.
Because Winston did not listen
to Clementine and persisted in
remaining s thrift. It how-
ever fafled to hit Churchill as it
was wide ofl the mark. In such
situations husband's safety lics
in wife's failure to hit the target
Failure of one is the success of
another.

The jackiruit, belicved to be
the poor man's aphrodisiac, has
also entered the arena of Adam
rcontroversy. Some people hold
that the forbidden fruit which
Adam gorged at his wife's be-
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hest was jackfrutt — cellular,
juicy and sweet. Knowing of fts
potency to keep husbands
roadworthy and mebfle, rural
wives often encourage hus-
bands to take jackfruit and, af-
ter all, Eve was a woman with
all womanly demands and
?.aliﬂﬂ Having swallowed the

ruit, the first father was visited

by the feeling which his
ntln undergoe d’llnnup-:rrl-z
shame I.nd ln the process lost
innocence.

But the. jackfruit theorists
are not many although they
have named an urban area eu-
logising the fruit — the
Kathalbagan, a perverse
diminutive to the garden of
Eden so [ar jackfruit is con-
cerned. A jackfruit eater from
the [rontier however does not
agree to the assertion that
Adam ate this fruit. For one
jackiruit performed a sacreli-
glous act by paying way to the
extermination of a Pathan's
beard which is considered a pi-
ous installation. His evidence s
not direct, but circumstantial
Since Adam, unlike him, was
not reported to have lost his
whiskers after eating the jack-
fruit, the claim was unfounded.
Let us claborate the point. A
Pathan visitor to Bangladesh
was once presented with a jack-
fruit. This being the first en-
counter with a jackfruit he did
not know how to eat it. Bit
on the jackiruit peels he tlrz
to reach the cells inside. This
way the sticky stufl of the jack-
frutt smeared all his whiskers
and finding no way out of it
some one advised him to shave
off his beard. The jackfruit hav-

done this to the Pathan,
am too could have faced the
same ordcal alter eating the
fruit. Since the jackiruit caused
his whiskers wipe ofl, the
Pathan considered this fruit as
*najaye]”. one which s forbid-
den or not permitted. Despite
the Pathan's ordeal and his
conscquential judgment on the
sacreligious act of the jackfruft,
the {ruit continues to attract all

varicty ol caters — heaven
seckers or heaven

There is still another claim
on Adam’s fruit, It was Durian
which abound in South East
Asia. Almost like the small
cousin of the jackfruit with
pointed exterior cell tips and
strong stinking odour, Durian is
another aphrodisiac which di-
vinity did not approve to be
eatcn in the garden of Eden for
obvious moral reasons. About
Durian the people say, one may
love or loathe it but none can
ignore it. In hotels both Durian
and dog is forbidden and since
its consumption s indicative of

particular deficiency, most
eaters do it privately. For these
reasons perhaps God forbade

Adam to eat Durian if at all 1t
was the (ruit.

Ever since the tomato, apple,
jackfruit and durian are claim-
ing that the first bite on either
of them was due to Eve's insti-

gation. And democracy always
had a perilous shadow.

The above column will feature
in the Weekend Magazine onte
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Alfter the demise of my

did small jobs In G

The day the

addressed to my aunt?” |
Auntl At last | am

Thakur®,

One day | asked him, "What is
hesitation he said, *| am Mochammad Thakur Dhan Ullah”. It is
one of the greatest surprises | had in my lifel How could he
carry such a name and still live in East Pakistan in the early
yurnul'l.h:ﬂt’tiﬂ Alter lots of persuasions he gave me his

/ *l was born in a small village
Noakhali district. My father was a sailor on British ships
countries of the world.

used to die in infancy, so when | was born

she took me to the local temple of mother goddess Kali and
dedicated my life to her and the priest named me “Thakur

Dhan®, meaning the property of God. Before the creation of

Pakistan the name was innocuous but after the partition it

became a positive nuisance in my personal life.

father while on duty
also took to saflor’s profession. Unluckily once while in England
he had an accident and his right leg had to be amputated, so he
. He married an En
settled down in Glasgow. The uncle and aunt d
children. Now he is also old, so he had called me to help him
out in his flourishing catering business.

poor man, almost totally uneducated, | do not speak a
word of English, | am dead scared to face my
He held both of my hands and shedded tears! His life story was
so poignant that [ felt deeply for him.

ship was scheduled to stop at Algiers in north
Africa, Thakur came to me with a piece of paper and said,
*Doctor Babul would you kindly write a letter in English

coming, but you would be
me as the flliterate, {ll clad farmer from a remote village in East
Pakistan. Please have some compassions on me; whatever you
would teach me | shall try my i
Please pray to the Almighty for me! Yours affectionate A

When the ship berthed at
attained uncle and aunt holding aloft a
Thakurdhan Ullah. The met at last on the pler and Thakur
sobbed on the chest of his ambient uncle.

Probably a traveller in G today may find a business
utlbhlhntnt'rmhhh!nm

prosperity and assimilation into a foreign soctety.

The Chlld of God

by Asoke K Bagchi

of MV Jal Azad was quite commod-
jous. On the star board side there were a few squirish
glass windows. Under the last window a person always
day of our departure from Bombay. He was young but
mpressions of hard labour etched on his face. He was
always dressed up in a check shirt, a brown woollen jacket and
gray trousers. For some reason unknown to us, he

his face looking downwards and slowly played
Theére was a hotelier from Tottenham Court Road named

he said that the boy was from Noakhali district of East

sat .

with his

your name?" After lots of

island of
and
My mother had
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sh lady and
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, the theme was: "Most revered
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