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ATHENS, Sept 9: The ruling heads as part of a nuclear arse-

conservative party lost its par-

Hamentary majority Thursday

when a dissident member

withdrew his support and de-

clared himself an independent,
AP,

The move by New Democracy
pnz'dtputy Theodoros Sim-
bil increased pressure on
Premier Constantine Mitsotakis
to call early elections.

The 75-year-old Mitsotakis
now controls only half of the
300-member unicameral Parlia-
ment.

Simbilides declared his in-
dependence after visiting
speaker Athanasios Tsaldaris.
He is' one of five New
members who su Andonis
Samaras, a former consérvative

foreign minister who was
dismissed and resigned from
Parliament last October.

- a caretaker

Samaras later founded his own
party called Political

With elections looming,
Mitsotakis was scheduled to
meet with President Constan-

tine Caramanlis later Thursday
where he is to submit
his . Prior to his call

resignation
at the presidential palace, the
premier met with his Cabinet to
explain the situation and
outline his strategy.

According to constitutional
procedure, Caramenlis would

g:emﬂltlotlkh three days to
a new t and
seck a vote of confidence from

Parliament. If he fails to win a
majority, elections conducted by

would then
be held within 45
Mitsotakis has warned that if
he lost his parliamentary ma-
jority he would call elec-
early .

o
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Russian President Boris Yeltsin (L) welcomes Turkish Prime Minister Tansu Ciller to the
Kremlin, in Moscow Sept 9. Ciller, Turkey’s first ever female prime minister, is on a two-day
visit to the Russian capital, Moscow where she is expected to hold talks on political and
economic cooperation as well as the situation in Armenia.

— AFP photo

ngl which may be bigger than
Britain's, NBC news reported on
Wednesday, says Reuter.

Citing a range of unidentified
sources, the network said it had
developed "a comprehensive pic-
ture of how Israel could meet a
number of nuclear threats.”

Israel has never officially
confirmed that it possesses nu-
clear weappns. For the record it
says it will "not be the first to
introduce” nuclear weapons in
the region. !

NBC said Israel was hiding
as many as 100 Jericho | and Il
missiles in camouflaged
bunkers in the Judean hills and
in Gallilee. The missiles have
ranges of 700 (1,126 kms) and
1,100 miles (1,770 kms), the
network said. Longer range
rockets are in the test and de-
velopment phase, it added.

Sino-British falks on HK
ends without accord

BEWING, Sept 9: The 11th
round of Sino-British talks on
how to held Hong Kong's last
‘elections under British rule
ended Thursday with the two
sides apparently no nearer an.

L. reports AP.

"We've in substan-
tive discussions, Sir Robin
McLaren, Britain's ambassador
to China, told reporters after
the morning session, "but there
still is a gap between our two

As usual, McLaren declined
to say if was made
or to the contents of the
talks which have been going on
since :

When the 11th round
opened Wednesday, MclLaren
and his counterpart. Vice

Moeen Qureshi
visits Siachen

glacier

ISLAMABAD, Sept 9: Pakis-
tan's caretaker Prime Minister
Moeen Qureshi Wednesday
visited troops stationed on the
22,000 feet high Siachen
glacier, a seen of sporadic
skirmishes with Indian army,
reports AFP.

Troops of the two tountrics
have * Been locked in confronta-
tion on Siachen, in Kashmir,
since the early 1980s and a se-
ries of bilateral talks in past

have failed to resolve the issue,

over control in the region.

Qureshi was quoted by the

oflicial Associated Press of
Pakistan (APP) as saying in an
address to the that the
government would utflise all re-
sources (o meet defence needs.

Foreign Minister Jiang Enzhu,
alluded to one obstacle to
progress: a British proposal to

give Hong Kong's civil servants'

a seat in the local legislature.
Hﬂfi.hltn. opposes the new
proposal on grounds
that it would politicize the civil
service and violates the Basic
tion for Hong after

Kong
m'?mﬁrol'ﬂtﬂﬂﬂﬂi

t it would affect
the political neutrality of the
service.”

civil :
over huw;’gj’l: hl ﬂ#: Fl'.'iﬁ
last

China opposes the plan,
hﬂl}ltmldlaldtnﬂtthc-
tion of more liberal democrats
and to calls for more political
freedom on the mainland. It has
demanded a say in the clections
because those elected would
still be in office in 1997,

Tcljinl“ has threatened to
replace Hong Kong's govern-
ment if the elections are held
under Patten’s plan. But Britain
has repeatedly said a Chinese
guarantee to allow the elected
officials to servé out their terms
essential to an

McLaren was asked whether,
with time running short for the
1994 district board election,
there was a deadline for the
talks.
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Blast kills 3 in Ukraine: a vis: fum-

ace exploded at a Ukraintan steel mill, killing three workers and
injuring 24, the Ukrainform news agency reported Wednesday,

Reuter says from Kiev.

The agency said the furmace was being

stoked up to full

power when the explosion occurred on Tuesday in the central

city of Dniprodezerzhinsk.

A government commission was set up to investigate the

cause of the blast.

Four US marines killed: o vs m

litary helicopters collided Wednesday during a training exercise
in the California desert killing four marines, authorities said,

AFP reports from California.

The AH-I Cobra helicopters were conducting

a shooting ex-

ercise al the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Training Centre
in the Majave desert some 215 kilometers (120 miles) northeast
of Los Angeles, according to the military.

Officials did not immediately reveal the cause of the accident
which killed the four marines who had been assigned to the air

corps state in North Carolina.

Truck kills 2 striking workers:

A truck driver was charged with reckless murder for running

down two s
plant, AP reports

| Standard plant

at some 75 workers as they

steelworkers on a picket line outside a wire
e wheeler
Larry Gray Jr, 24, of Ragland, kept driving in his 18-
after hitting the two men Tuesday outside the National-
, Police Chief Richard Todd said. He was arrested
about 15 miles (24 kilometers) away and jafled without bail.
Todd said police had a videotape shot by a security guard of
Walter Fleming, 55, and Keith Cain, 23,
Afier the deaths, strikers threw rocks, . pipes
left the plant, escorted by law en-

hit.
and tools

forcement officers, Sheriff James Jones sald. Some cars were
damaged, but no one was injured, he said.

Palestinian hanged: 4 racsunian man
comwicted of molesting and then murdering a 5-year-old boy was
hanged in a public square at dawn Wednesday, AP reports from

Damascuas

Mohammed Hussein Deyab, a 29-year-old

from the

Yarmouk Palestinian refugee camp, was hanged in Al-
Abasseyeen square in the heart of Damascus, state-controlled

media reported.

The government-run Al-Baath newspaper said Dr.ylh hured

the boy

o his room on March 4 by

ﬂ""'ﬁ'ﬂh’m money,
abused him and then strangled him with a beilt.

Five new US envoy named:
President Bill CHnton on Wednesday named new US

WASHINGTON, Sept 9:
Defense Secretary Les Aspin
and his Russian counterpart
signed agreements Wednesday
to strengthen defense ties be-
tween the former Cold War foes,
including a plan to hoﬂ.jolnt
peacekeeping exercises set
:E a "defense hotline,” reports

"This is new 1 of the
new ties mmntm"
Russian Defense Minister Paval
Grachev told reporters after
meeting with Aspin at the
Pentagon.

Grachev, a general, later
spoke with President Clinton
during a White House meeting
with Anthony Lake, the presi-
dent's national security adviser.
Clinton reiterated his support
for Russian President Boris

Yeltsin and expressed admira-
tion for the Russian leadership's
determination to make
democracy work, a senfor
Pentagon official who attended
the meeting told reporters al-
terward.

The agreements stem from
last spring’s Vancouver summit
between Clinton and Yeltsin.
Details on tm the ac-
cords are yet to be worked out.

Aspin said the genérals in
charge of the American and

.Russian forces designated to

ate in the joint -
ping exercises Iluukr?:et
Thursday to discuss details. He

said it was too early to know

when the exercises would be
held.

The units picked to

partici-
pate are the 3rd

Infantry

US, Russia sign defence pacts

Division in Germany under the
command of Maj. Gen. Leonard
D. Holder Jr. and the 27th
Motorized Rifle Division com-
manded by Gen. Maj. Anatolty
Sidyakin.

"It is an agreement that rec-
ognizes that the well-being and
security of the United States

and the Russian Federation are

related,” Aspin said. "It is
t that secks to put

the years of superpower rivalry
and nuclear confrontation be-

hind us.”

Among the other elements of
the agreement:

—Establishing what Aspin
called a defense hotline, a
communicatio
e P end e Riaking
Ministry of Defense to permit

easy telephone communication
on routine matters. Grachev

vital
an

said it also could be helpful in
an emergency.

—Setting up joint exercises
between the two nations navies
and other armed forees.

—in 1994, exchanges of en-
listed personnel and officers, to
include arrangement for mili-
tary members to attend each
other's defense academies.

—Further study of ways in
which submarine o tions
can be altered to minimize the
risk of collisions. Aspin said the
US Navy had already made
some changes as a result of re-
cent collisions with Russian
subs, but he would not elabo-

rate.

—Annual visits between the
US and Russian defense chiefs
alternating between the two na-
tions.

ambassadors to Belglum, Austria, Haiti and The Republic of
Papua New Guinea, the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu, the
White House said, reports Reuter from Washington.

Chnton named Alan Blinken, a New York city businessman,

to be ambassador to Belgium; Swanee Hunt, a Colorado
leader, o be te Austria: and Willam Swing a
m--ﬂum'

Chnton alsc chose Richard Teare, a veteran diplomat, to be
US epvoy to Papua New Guinea, The Solomen lslands and
Vanuatu.

The nominations reguire Senate confirmation.

189 Palestinian deportees start
their journey home

ZOMMARAYA, Lebanon, Sept
9: Nearly halfl the Palestinians
expelled by Israel last winter
began their journey home
Thursday, first stopping for
searches, questioning and a
check-up in Israeli army tents
set up in south Lebanon, re-

ports AP.
Israel to take back
189 of the 396 men stranded In

a rocky campsite since they
were banished from the Israeli-
occupied West Bank and Gaza

Strip. are to return
Dec 1%1.?1”1 anniversary
their expulsion.

But eight of the men who

could return Thursday were
missing when an Israeli soldier
called names.

There were rumours, not
immediately confirmed, that
they had disappeared into
nearby Lebanese villages be-
cause they feared they faced life

sentences in Ismaeli prisons.
The rest entered Israeli-oc-

cupied south Lebanon at Zom-
maraya, “iklr:gr lhrnughﬂ:a
gate one one as
to three tents for interrogation
and check-ups.
Ten Israeli buses, with cur-
tains drawn across the passen-

gers windows, waited to carry
the men across the Israeli bor-
der, 12 miles [19 km) to the
south

The joy of going home was
tempered with uncertainty. So-
me of the returning Palestinians
probably face detention camps
or prison cells. Most of the
deportees belong to the fun-
damentalist Hamas. movément.
Others are associated with the
Islamic Jihad in Palestine
movement.

"We filled our stomachs to

the brim,” said Mohammed
Baroud, 43, of Gaza.

Four more drug
barons held
in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD, Sept 9: Police
have arrested four more alleged
drug barons as part of a
stepped up eflort against the
country's powerful drug cartels,
oflicials said Thursday, reports
AP.

Those arrested Wednesday
near the western frontier city of
Peshawar included Haji Qadar
Gul Khan, a former member of
parliament who runs a flour
mill in the region. Also held was
Seth Saifullah, a candidate for
the provincial pariament in
next month's elections.

Many suspected drug barons
have large legal businesses and
are well-connected politically.

North Korea rejects
N-talks with South

SEOUL, Sept 9: North Korea
failed to meet a condition for
further dialogue with the United
States by rejecting inter-Korean
talks on nuclear 1{issues
Thursday, a South Korean offi-
cial said, reports AP,

"We cannot but resort to a
UN Security Council resolution
if problems remain unsolved
through dialogue,” a senfor
Foreign Ministry official said in
a news briefing, referring to the
possibility of sanctions against
the North.

- The Communist North (s
suspected of trying to develop
nuclear weapons. It contends
that its nuclear program is
purely peaceful, but — dcngl::
international pressure —
blocked UN ins rs from two
suspended nuc waste sites.

In an apparent effort to ease
its international isolation, it has
insisted on taking up the issue
in talks with the United States,
with which ft has no @iplomatic
relations. Meanwhile,
stalled talks with rival South
Korea, with which it concluded
a nuclear arms ban agreement
last year.

The United States has said
there must be progress in
North-South Korean dialogue if
its talks with Pyongyang are to
econtinue.

South Korea had called for
vice minister-level talks with
North Korea Friday at the bor-

it has

der truce village of Panmunjom
on exchanging special envoys to
discuss nuclear and other is-
sues.

But on Thursday, the North
rejected the call, insisting its
southern rival should mise
first to halt military exercises
with the United States.

Instead, the North suggested
it might open inter-Korean con-
tacts on September 23 once
South Korea makes a commit-
ment.

"We once again urge the
South side to give an affirmative
reply by then with sincerity,”
North Korea said through its of-
ficial news agency, monitored in

Tokyo.

Becretany o e fEbinumge

Callueci was Lo arrive In Seoul

Thursday for a five-day visit.
South Korean offlicials said

Gallueet, a chief US negotiator

in talks with Pyongyang, would

hear So :
!'El?lrlfrl:‘l':"tﬂl}'l[l ﬂr::'- a.ng l|,'Il.'.t~‘\t.|hl%

of North Korea-US meetings
have not been satisfied.

The tow Koreas earlier had
agreed to reopen dialogue, be-
fore the North raised the unex-

ected demand that Seoul
grnmiu: to discontinue yearly

wir exercises with the United

Stales.
The North also insisted that

South Korea stop secking al-
Hances with other countries to

pressure Pyongyang

adian F
held on Oct 25. Campbe

power since 1984,

me Mimister Kim
House Sept 8 after announcing the federal election will be
II's Progressive Conservative Party
has an absolute majority in the house and has been in

____
e

vernmenyd

ampbell leaves

— AFP photo
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charged he was infected with the AIDS virus by a Roman
catholic priest who abused him in a sexual relationship lasting
20 years, beginning when the'man was in his early teens, re-

ports Reuter.

“I want the church to accept its role in the sexual abuse that
| and others have endured at the hands of priests,” Thomas
Perea told reporters after a lawsuit was filed in his name
against. father Delbert Blong and the Diocese of Pueblo,
Colorado, where Perea said he met the priest.

The lawsuit seeking uns
in state court in the Colo

fed was filed

monetary
town of Buu&rmwhuchm lives

and works as a substitute school teacher.

Perea, who broke into tears several times, said that only

af-

ter he had seen television reports of youths molested by priests
Tdidlmrmjiu}EMhmnnﬂnipuhteT &

He said he was first molested by the priest when he was in
the eighth grade in southern Cph?:dn e

Judge rules lesbian

unfit to be mother

RICHMOND: A lesbian ts unfit to be a mother, a ruled
Tuesday, ﬂmnwmmmmﬂmm
daughter's 2-year-old son iIn a case watched closely by gay-

rights activists, AP

reports AP.
Judge Buford Parsons ruled just half an hour after the close
Ei;gﬂy.—lnng hearing in which the grandmother and mother testi-

The grandmother, Kay Bottoms, had argued that the boy
could grow up not knowing the difference between men and
women {f he is returned to Sharon Bottoms and her lover, April
Wade. The daughter testified that she herself was harmed by
years of sexual abuse from her mother's live-in g

Parsons, an Henrico County Circuit Court Judge, deemed
that Sharon Bottoms' relationship with her live-in partner ren-

ders her an unfit parent.”

"Pearl of Allah"

DENVER: The glant

pearl known as the "Pearl of Allah” goes

on sale Friday as part of a US Marshals Service auction in

Denver, reports AP.

The football-size gem, called the “Pearl of Allah” because one
of its owners thought he saw the face of the prophet Mohammed
in its gnérled surface, was seized by court order following a dis-

pute over ownership.

The Marshals Service already

has one 'lublll.nlﬂl.l' offer

from a Muslim country, Jack Egnor, US marshal for Colorade,

said

He said he’ll be glad to get rid of it and resolve an eight-year

battle over who owns it.

An appraisal by the San Francisco Gem Laboratory sug-
gested the pearl may be worth more than 40 millfon dollars.

The 6,000-year-old pearl

14 pounds, one ounce, (6.4

kgs) and measures 9.5 inches by 5.5 inches (24 cm by 14 cm).

No hugging, no kissing

without 'yes, yes"
DAYTON, Ohio: There may be “yes, yes” in her eyes, but un-

less her lips say the same thing
reports AP,

no at Antioch College,

— over over — sex is a no-

The small liberal arts school in nearby Yellow Springs re-
quires students to give and get verbal consent before any type of

romantic contact.

And one "yes" won't do. Consent must be given for each
specific act, from kissing to intercourse.

ted last January at the school known for
innovation and activism — fs atrried ot date

rape.

* "What this establishes 1s, "1 did say no.” coliege spokesrtian
Jim Mann said. "It also establishes that if someone is drunk or

passed out, they do not have the ability

to consent.”

Antioch developed a "relatively harsh” policy to deal with
sexual assaults after an alleged date rape in 1990, Mann said.
Under the policy, students can be removed from campus within
24 hours if accused of sexual offenses, and the alleged victims

are as advocates to
The expanded policy

represent them.
reads: Verbal consent should be ob-

tained with each new level of physical and-or sexual contact or
conduct in any given interaction, regardless of who initiates it.
Asking, "Do you want to have sex with me?” is not enough. The
request for consent must be specific for each act.

JEDDAH (Saudi Arabia),

Sept 9: Saudi Arabia has agreed
to help finance Palestinian de-
velopment plans under the au-
fonomy deal for the Israeli-oc-
cupied territories, British Fo-
reign Secretary Douglas Hurd
said here Wednesday, reports
AFP.
" *The Saudis have accepted a
contribution,” he told ers
at the end of a one-day visit to
the oil-rich Gulf state. “They
have accepted that the agree-
ment needs support, especially
from Arab countries.”
+ Hurd had talks with King
Fahd and Foreign "Minister
Saud Al-Faisal on the Middle
East peace process, the situa-
tion in the Gull and bilateral
ties.

Israel and the Palestine
Liberation Organisation have
reached an agreement on lim-
ited autonomy starting in the
Gaza Strip and the West Bank
town of Jericho. The Jewish
state hopes it will be signed in
Washington on Monday.

Gulf Arab states cut off aid
to the PLO because of its sup-
pert for Iraq following the 1990
invasion of Kuwait, -

But Saudi Arabia and fits
partners (n the Gulf
Cooperation Council — Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar, Bahrain and the
United Arab Emirates — on
Monday backed the autonomy

agreement.

Riyadh to help finance
Palestinian dev plans

The European Community
proposed on Wednesday a new
ald programme worth 500 mil-
lion ECU (585 million dollars)
over five years to support peace
and stability in the Middle East.

Arafat has said the
Palestinians would need six bil-
llon dollars in aid for the first
three years of autonomy.

Among a series of develop-
ment projects, the Palestinians
plan to build airfields in both
Gaza and Jericho, he told the

Egyptian daily Al-Ahram.

ROK rejects
Jackson's
fresh bid

SEOUL, Sept 9: South Korea
has rejected a fresh bid by US
pop superstar Michael Jackson
to stage a concert in Seoul be-
cause it could have a negative
effect on Korean society,
Culture and Sports Ministry of-
ficials said today, reports
Reuter.

"Jackson's promoters this
week submitted an
to perform in Seoul on
November 13 and 14, but we

rejected it.” a ministry official
said.

Jackson's first request o
perform this month was re-
jected three weeks ago

Fresh attacks

JOHANNESBURG, Sept
Gunmen renewed attacks on
black commuters Thursday af-
ter a night of deadly ambushes,
bringing the death toll to 23 In
a pattern of violence that has
clouded political breakthroughs,

AP.

Two blacks died and three
were wounded Thursday in two
separate attacks near the town-

p of Katichong and in the
arcas as Wednesday

s killings. The death toll
attacks was 23, in-
2] killed when a gang

5

it
Ei‘

Violence claims 23 in two daa;rs

opened fire with automatic rifles
on hundreds of people waiting
in line for taxis.

No arrests were gnade.

The African National Con-
gress said the trators’ aim
was to delay multiracial
elections and disrupt progress
being made by black and white

groups negotiating the end of

“Like all previous incidents
of violence, the latest seems

timed to coincide with
sais ot e o0
gotiating m.” said ANC

on black commuters

spokesman Ronnle Mamoepa.

The latest attacks began
hours after political parties ap
proved the formation of a mul
tiracial council that will help
run the country until elections
and force the white government
to share power with blacks for
the first time.

Police Maj Eugene
Opperman satd it was oo early
to say if the killings were politi-
cally motivated or if they were
inked to violent feuds between
rival taxi operators that have
led to ambushes in the past.

of transportation for blacks,
and there is often ruthless

competition for fares and good

Taxi vans are a major

routes that often erupts in vio-
lence against commuters.

Attacks on black commuters
also have been part of the polit-
jcal violence that has killed
thousands of blacks in recent
years and hindered reforms to-
ward endl heid.

Police errww: power feud
between the ANC and the rival
Inkatha Freedom Part for the
violence,

SRINAGAR, India, Sept &
Muslim rebels stepped up at-
tacks on Indian forces in
Kashmir Wednesday on the
anntversary of a local leader
revile as a traftor, as 16
more people died in separatist-
related violence, reports AFP.

Some 22 Muslim rebels were
also arrested overnight in a
stepped-up security operation
to dismantle militant strong-
holds in the troubled valley,
police said in Srinagar, an

urban hub of the secessiontst
campaign in the northern

state.

Kashmiri rebels step up
attacks on Indian troops

Militants sniped at security
patrols at several places in the
e g
mark 11
the death of Shetkh Mohammad
Abdullah, Xashmir's first Chief
Minister after 1947.

Sheikh Abdullah earned the

sobriguet the “Lion of Kashmir®
I'rhﬁmh':hh lﬂ-:i
m 1 _ ruﬂ a

in 1947,

Police satd an army solder
dicd and four others were
wounded in an ambush outside

Srinagar.



