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The Sino-Indian Accord

The accord between India and China reached In
Beijing on Tuesday should be welcomed by all for a
number of reasons. In the first place, it marks a
major step forward taken by two glants to adjust to
the mood, indeed to the new climate, in the post
cold-war era, both dealing with the only remaining
superpower in the world, the United States, in a
new frame of references and with caution and some
distrust. On issues which touch on regional and in-
ternational affairs, much remains to be done after a

start. much that will put the Sino-Indian re-
lations on durable, enduring basis.

The immediate gains on the visit of Prime
Minister P V Narasimha Rao to Beijing are of
course of bilateral nature. The most important of
the four ents signed in the Chinese capital
relates to the complex border issue on which the
two countries fought a short but a fairly bloody war
in 1962, both sides differing over the demarcation
of the frontier between the two nations in the

Himalayas.
Under the new accord which follows not-unex-

ed pragmatic line. both countries agree to re-
m agd observe the “line of actual control” that
separates the troops of the two countries and
promise not to resort to force or to threats of force.
The need for further talks on the details of the
agreement is there. However, neither side has
shown any urgency for these talks. So, unless
these talks take place, the 30-year Sino-Indian
border dispute remains frozen. So does such con-
troversial issues as Tibet and Kashmir on which
there were no public declaration during the visit of
Rao to China.

Other agreements, on trade, exchanges in the
cultural fleld and cooperation in the protection of
environment should bring the two countries to-
gether. With the two countries following dereguia-
tions in their economies, their present total annual
trade of $ 350 million should show a dramatic in-
crease, perhaps sooner than most people expect.

desh which is a close friend of both India
and China will, like other South Asian countries,
watch further developments in Betjing-New Delhi
relations with keen interest. Here, we have other
and broader expectations. We believe, with the
easing of tension and the freezing of the border
dispute with China, India should explore the pos-
sibility of slowing down its defence build-up which
has now reached an alarming proportion. However,
we sincerely hope that any such move taken by
New Delhi will be matched by Islamabad.This will
be a major gain for South Asia from the Sino-
Indian agreement reached in Beffing.

Of Roof Passengers

Th;gmrcnnnmt has on Tuesday asked the own-
ers and workers of ‘trucks and buses’ not to carry

‘unauthorised ﬁwm on roofs and goods be-

yand u nty maunds including pas-
seng:rj'gf:ltﬁage Inf: nt of this 'order’ will be
met with 'stringent 1 action'.

The phrasing, as published in The Daily Star, is

most piteously garbled but what it wanted to mean
is a most timely and much needed action. No pas-
sengers on bus roofs anymore and not more than
20 maunds — what happened to the metric sys-
tem?.— of goods ngu the self—sarilg&mklé, very easy
to guess why. Any bus carrying or S-
stgg:rs ﬂnh?:'oof with another 1000 kg of oocﬁl is
sure to topple through sheer imbalance. If the au-
thorities can enforce their instruction, the risk of
accidents could be radically reduced. The problem
is here one of enforcement, as clearly shown by
harking back to the 'stipulated 20 maunds'. In fact,
there are existing instructions against buses taking
a ers on roofs too. The bus operators have
Eom those by flouting them very consistently.
The present order is a reiteration of the instruc-
tions coupled with warning of stringent legal action
— wmctglng which may or may not lead to pun-
ishment. What would this whole exercise lead to?
Why hasn't the government let itself be con-
cerned with the mumber of the passengers travel-
inside the hull of the vehicle? A large-sized bus
b;'h-lgBangadesh standards must not take more than
60

persons — which should mean anything be-
tween 3000 and 4000

of load, not taking into
account the stipulated 380 kg of goods on the roof.
In practice any bus of this magnum size carries a
load of 5000 kg and upwards. Not to speak of un-
comfort and degradation heaped on the passengers,
how can a bus drag the load of a five-ton-plus
truck with any semblance of responsibility? From
the first day of their plying, buses lose very fast
their compression of engine-power. From the first
day of its commissioning, a bus starts travelling
towards premature death — for itself and for its

Easscngcrs. Government must act against over-
ing of buses by any means.

What is there in the 'order’ for the truck ﬁlc
to take heed, what w is there for them o
is_an 'unauthorised passenger'? No commercially
operating truck can take any passenger whatso-
ever. There can be no 'authorised’ passengers for
them except the driver's helps and the loaders. But,

in practice, trucks do take on passengers by

e dozen. And these passengers run a very great
risk of life.

At the very root of all our transport problems is
the fact of the quantum of our travelling people and
goods for surpassing the seats and space available
on buses and trucks. This is at the root of cram-
ming and overloading, speeding and lack of main-
tenance — and res in unending procession of
‘accidents’. The whole series of challenges to move-
ment in esh should be seen from this point
— something that the t has worsened by
increa train fare and neglecting local trains.
What canbe the harm {f a tru whennntcarglﬂng

oods, takes on 50 at half the usual
, don't heed the fleecing buswallahs and 'order’
that only a loaded truck will, under pain of severe
punishment, not take a single paying passenger.

When the nation has already made the plunge
into a land-communication system from the tradi-
tional water-borne one, it must have good roads.
Given that the nation must use bigger buses trav-
elling at ensured speeds. A ten times bigger double-

decker fleet for Dhaka would be a most welcome

thing but not at the speed the present ones ply.

Why cannot the double-deckers be made to service

a 100 km-radius area around the capital bringing

Mpuhtmn centres within a good and humane
less risky daily reach?

HE fourth national co-

uncil session of the

ruling Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP), held
in the city from September 1
16 3, was an impressive show,
especially in terms of
managing the big gathering of
several thousand people.

Attendance of political
leaders from several Asian
countries added colour to the
inaugural session. The rela-
tions thus developed could
help the government in pro-
nﬁrln" our n-ﬂ:;nnl cause, at
the level.

T!?:::t significant point
of the whole affair was that the
councillors were allowed to
discuss everythin they
thought important lor dlht
party during the closed door
sessions of the council. The
councillors deliberated on Is-
sue ranging from the limita-
tions of party leadership to the
ways of solving problems of the
country's teeming millions.

BNP chief Khaleda Zia net
only gave a patient hearing 1o,
these field level party activists,
she also extended the sessions
to a third-day to accommodate
the views of all the party units.
The BNP chief also did not
hesitate to come forward to
make a commitment that the
councillors views, delivered in
the closed door sessions,
would be duly reflected in the
party's future policies. The
BNP chief also clearly an-
nounced the need for replac-
fng the different levels of party
leadership with "fresh, ener-

I er Mao's leadetrship is

today giving way to a
more colourful and prosperous
nation.

A free market economy of a
sort is the new buzz word. Byt
scholars insist this is not blas-

as the country has never
departed from Mao Zedong
Thought.

"We continue to adhere to
the ideclogical line of seeking
truth from facts and the mass
line he laid down for us,’ says
Wang Yuyao who heads the
Mao Zedong Study Group of the
Communist Party of China's
(CPC) Research Centre on Party
Literature.

You can trace many new re-
form programmes to Mao's the-
ory on socialist construction.
The t line is a logical out-

HE China und-

| come of inheriting and carrying

forward Mao Zedong Thought.
Such soul-searching, eften
painful, is common in this year
of Mao's centenary. He was
born December 26 100 years
ago and died at the age of 83 on
September 9, 1976. )

Li Rui, author of several
popular works on Mao and
noted for his sharp criticisms of
his 'Leftist’ errors, says Mao
was such a complex person that
'‘even his mistakes constituted a
valuable legacy te us.’

He observes that nobody
could match Mao in terms of
understanding China's reality.
'Mao was outstanding in com-
bating dogmatism within the
Party and resisting the mis-
taken leadership of the
Communist International and

ATRIC 10 Aylwin, who

took over the Chilean

presidency from military
ruler General Pinochet in 1989,
sent a bill to parliament just
two months after the army
staged a demonstration of force
in response to what they called
"a systematic harassment
campaign against our institu-
tion.”

It was May 28th when the
army staged its limited but
clear display of strength. Less
than a hundred members of the
elite "Black Berets” Battalion
were deployed around the
army's general headquarters,

wore full combat gear and -

SO the generals who arrived
for an important meeting of the
council of generals.

Their anger had been
aroused by the possible reopen-
ing of a corruptipn case involv-
ing Pinochet's son, who has al-
legedly recetved more than a
million dollars from the army
for an industrial complex he ac-
quired through obscure deal-
ings. The case had been shelved
after the army staged its first
power display in December
1990.

More significantly, however,
the army was {rritated by the
wide press- of human
rights violation cases involving
army oflicers. They felt: ha-

BNP Puts its House in Order?

by Nurul Kabir

getic and tested ones.”
However, despite all these
positive trends in the party,
the other side of the coin was
also there. Although the
councillors spoke on many is-
sues, they seemed to be quite
unhappy about the for
énsuring conformity between
the 's words and deeds.
party chief Khaleda Zia,
in her pre-clection pledges,
assured the nation that the
BNP, if voted to power, would
repeal the undemocratie
Special Powers Act, and en-

' sure autonomy to the state run

electronic media. Everybody
knows that the BNP govern-

ment has, so far, not taken any -

step to fulfil these pledges.
Besides, the BNP had passed
another controversial law —
the Curbing Terrorist Crime
Act, 1992 — in parliament by
the sheer strength of its ma-
rity.
e Tl"yht' councillors failed to
take to task the party's policy
planners for their inconsis-
tency between pledges and
practices. The councillors’ in-
difference to this inconsis-
tency was further evident
when they remained silent
over the party high command’s
failure to meet the party's
constitutional obligations, ac-
rding to which, the BNF's
tional council is supposed to
meet once a year. The just
concluded session was the

fourth, since the party's incep-
tion 15 years in 1978,

The councillors approved,
during the last session, an
amendment to the party con-
stitution seeking 'atleast one
mecting of the national execu-
tive committee every three
months.' A member of the sub-
committee for amendment to
the party constitution, while
talking over the practicality of
the provision, admitted that it

was also there. To begin with,
about the formation of the
council preparatory commit-
tee, allegations are there that
Tanbir Ahmed Siddiki was
made convenor of the bedy
without any prior consultation
with the party chief. An influ-
ential leader of the party told
The Daily Star, on condition of
anonymity, that Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia endorsed

the committee only after the

BEHIND THE HEADLINES
R T 5 I A

would be difficult to hold the
party's executive body meet-
ings ‘at least once every three
months.’

When asked why did the
committee propose such an
amendment, the BNP leader
told this correspondent that a
few such 'utopian’ proposals
were made without adequate
understanding between the
members of the commitiee
concerned. He also blamed the
committee chief for submitting
the proposed amendments to
the party standing body with-
out seecking final consent of
every members of the sub-
committiee,

Allegations of favouritism

body had been formed by the
party General Secretary. She
was not very happy with the
original committee and asked
the Secretary General to co-
opt some leaders including
Works Minister Barrister
Rafiqul Islam Miah and Post
and Telecommunications
Minister Tariqul Islam.

Earlier, the works minister
developed an open dispute
with Tanbir when the lattgr
proposed, on the occasion of
the formation of a party fund,
named after BNP's founder
Chairman late president Ziaur
Rahman, that only those able
to contribute money for the
fund would be allowed to speak

on the occasion. Tanbir him-
selfl contributed an amount of

Taka ten lakh for the fund.

Barrister Rafiq instantly
protested Tanbir's position on
the issue and that the
financial contribution could
never be a significant criterion
for determining anybody's sta-
tus in a democratic political
organisation. Tanbir, who al-
legedly loves to boast of his
feudal background, did not like
Rafiq's idea of democracy.
Alle s are there that his
original dislike for ‘s out-
spokenness dissuaded him to
include the Works Minister in
the original list of the mem-

bers of the preparatory
committee.
identical allegations of

favouritism came up during, -
and following, the closed door
seassions of the council. A top
ranking BNP leader informed
The Daily Star that a large
number of representatives
from many districts and thana
level units of the party were
of the chance to ad-
dress the councillors, while
there are examples that more
than four representatives of a
single unit had been deliber-

ately given the opportunity to
speak on the occasion.

The council session was
over on September 3 without
resolving a crucial issue — se-
lection of the new set of lead-

- China Ponders Mao's Legacy
Xiong Lei writes from Beijing

China’'s celebration of Mao's centenary in
December will have none of the cult fervour of

It was a tragedy that Mao had a
blind belief in will power and
acted arbitrarily in his later
years, causing great political
and economic disorders iIn
china.'

Studies on Mao started in
the 1930s, when he became the
leader of the Communist Party
of China and extricated the
poorly armed Red Army from
the enemy's stranglehold by ac-
complishing the tenaclous
12,500-km Long March to
northern Shaanaxd.

In the last 80 years about
20,000 papers and anthologies
on Mao's life and thinking have
been published at home and
abroad,” according to Wang
Yiqui of the Institute ol
Marxism-Leninism and Mao
Zedong Thought under the
Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences.

Shi Zhongguan, a noted
scholar in the field, says
China's study of Mao "has en-
tered its best period with un-
precedented development’ since
the country embarked on re-
forms and opening to the out-
side world in 1978.

‘Previous studies emphasised
promoting Mao and his works,
tinged with the cult of
personality, especially during
the Cultural Revolution,’ he
says. 'But in the past 14 years
his life and thinking have be-
come a subject of scientific re-
search.’

the Cultural Revolution

thologies on Mao came oul in
China between 1979 and 1991,
Dozens of institutes were set up
lo s lise in Mao study and a
variety of academic journals
launched.

Studies cover almosl every
aspect, Mr Wang says. They
range from Mao's thoughts on
politics, philosophy, economics,
military strategy, international
strategy, literature and art to
his leadership style, command
of language and calligraphy.

‘Researchers have dealt with
many unexplored areas such as
Mao's thinking as a youth,' Mr
Shi says. 'For instance, reviews
and analyses on influences of
various schools of Chinese and
Western cultures on Mao in his
early have enriched our
recognition of the formation of
his ¢haracter and mentality,
pointing to the important role of
China's fine cuitural tradition in
nurturing Mao Zedong

% .

This has revised the tradi-
tional concept that Marxism
was the sole theoretical origin of
Mao Zedong Thought.

Another breakthrough is the

" conclusion that Mao Zq:dun%
o

Thought is a crystallisation

retical exploration in the
Chinese revolution in relation
with Mao's pursuit have con-
vinced us that Mao Zedong
Thought was not one ns
creation,’ Mr Shi says. "With

multiple resources, Mao Zedong .

Thought is an open-ended sci-
entific, ideological and theoreti-
cal system.’

Progress has also been made
in studies on Mao's search for

“the way to build soctalism in

China, the most controversial
subject in Mao study, he says.
'Some very valuable ideas were
wrapped in, or interwoven with,
Mao's erroneous theories and
practices. We have to analyse
and distinguish his brilliant
ideas from his errars very
carcfully.

For those devoted to the
study of one of history's most
complex figures, Maeo's cente-
nary marks ‘a year of bumper
harvest.’

'Scholars are presenting the
results of years of research,’
says Mr Wang Yuyao of the Mao
Zedong Study Group. 'More
than 100 new works on Mao are

§
§
5
8
¥

lications are 'Chronicle of Mao

Acr::‘.:rdlng to Mr Shi, more collective wisdom. ‘Surveys on Zedong's Life Up to 1949, ‘A

Stalin in the 1930s and 1940s. than 6,000 papers and 300 an-  other Communist leaders’ theo-  Collection of Mao thor_;l'l year year?

Chile still Hiding its Monsters in

Luis Tricot writes from Santiago

Remarks on Reading Ancient
Books,' collections of Mao's
works on military and foreign
affairs, and even a compact disc
recording of seven speeches
made by Mao.

All over China, there will be
symposiums and exhibits on
Mao's life and thin a dozen
new movies and TV films por-
traying his revolutionary career,
concerts and public readings of
his poems.

It is a year of commemora-
tion,’ says Yuan Baoying an
army historian from

in Hebel province.
He is editing a book entitled 'l
Turn Ten in Chairman Mao's
Centenary,' a collection of 100
children's essays on their views
of Mao. It will be produced by
the Hebei People’'s Publishing
House later this year.

However, none of the activi-

tyes will be characterised :? the
ty cult fervour of the
Cultural Revolution (1966-76),
when Mao was extolled as
China's 'saviour and
‘helmaman, Mr Yuan says.

Still, ‘the 'interest on Mao's
legacy eontinues. Since Mao's
mausoleum opened a year after
his death, it has recefved more
than 80 million local and for-

“eign visitors. 'Some visit out of

curiosity. But most come be-
cause they cherish the memory
of Mao,' says Wu Yaoping, the
memorial's public relations offi-
cer. '‘Bow else can you explain
the long queues day after day,

. The Chilean government’s proposed bill to speed up the processing of human rights abuse cases
during the Pinochet regime has received angry criticism from human rights qgctivists. They say the
bill will legalize impunity for those responsible for violations of human rights. The activists argue
that the motivation behind the bill is pressure from the army.

ernment and the population at
large. Their demand was simple:

. put an end to all trials involving

violation of human rights and
apply, without further ado, the
amnesty law decreed by the
Pinochet dictatorship in 1978.
What followed was nothing
but another ression of the
peculiar nature of Chile's tran-
sition from military to civilian
rule. The democratically elected
government negotiated with the
military, thus giving legitimacy
to the 's claims.
In a 15-minute televised
speech to the nation, Aylwin
explained that as a statesman,
"l have a duty of combining the
virtue of justice with the virtue
of prudence.” However, rather
than showing true statesman-
ship, the president's eu-
phemism seems to recognise
the might of the armed forces
_and the weakness of his gov-
ernment.

The government has opted
for a judicial rather than a polit-
ical solution to the problem. It
insists that the ordinary courts
will, eventually, settle all ques-
tions concerning violation of
human rights that took place

" under military rule. But critics

point to the sad record of the
judiciary regarding the protec-
tion of human rights and the
Supreme Court's unconditional .
support of the dictatorship.

They argue that the so-called
"Aylwin Doctrine” — truth and
justice as far as it is possible —
would lead to impunity for
those responsible for crimes
against ordinary Chileans.

Sola Sierra, chairwoman of
the Association of Relatives of
the Disappeared, has said that
"any proposal that does not

contribute to the application of .

justice and to the identification
of the culprits, i{s nothing but a
concealed impunity.”

Abolishing the 1978 amnesty
law was included in the present
government's political platform
for the 1989 general clections.
But now, President Aylwin un-
ambiguously recognises the va-
lidity of the amnesty currently
in force.

Soon after taking office,
Aylwin announced creation of a
special eight-member commis-
sion to investigate human rights
abuses during the military rule.
The report of the National
Commission on Truth and
Reconciliation, headed by a.re-
spected lawyer and former
Senator Raul Reltig, was pre-
sented to the President in
1991. The commission stopped
short of naming names.

The new bill proposes to
speed up trials involving the
military by appointing ad-hoc
judges from the Appeal Courts
to deal with, on a full-time ba-
sis, around 200 cases.

The government proposes
-also to guarantee the secrecy of
the trials by ensuring that the
identity of those giving testi-
mony, either as witness or di-
rect participants in criminal
acts, is not to be revealed.
Officers will also have the right
to give evidence in places other
than the ordinary courts,
namely, military barracks.

Human rights 1 claim
that this bill "demolishes the
principle of equality before the
law.” There is a widespread
Iulirﬁ:mnngﬂ the population
that military were and con-
tinue to be a privileged cast,
above the law and the constitu-
tion.

They also point out that no
members of the armed forces
can be held responsible for any
of the thousands of killings and
kidnappings committed between
1973 and 1978 because the pe-

Military

didates.
Meanwhile, Khaleda Zia

had an informal sitting with
four of senior party leaders
on Septegiber 2 and dis-
cussed, among other issues,

sources, Khaleda
tioned two names for the post
who had been serving
politics of the country since
their student days.

However, sources close to
the party chief informed The
Daily Star that Khaleda Zia,
while ting the Secretary
General of the party, would
consider the aspirants’ politi-
cal career, efficiency in run-
ning a ministry, capability in
handling organisational mat-
ters and most of all, perfor-
mance in parliament.

Whatever the case may be,
the tensions of the aspirants
for different party offices will
most likely be over by the end
of the current month.

Pilgri to Shaoshan,
Mao's birthp and hometown
in Hunan province, in south

China, has also picked up In re-
cent yeags. In 1992, Mao's old
residence recetved 1.2 million
visitors compared with 230,000
in 1980.

Mr Yuan, the historian, says
despite the serious mistakes
Mao committed in later years,
he ltves in the Chinese people’'s
memory as a national hero and
a great leader. It was under his
leadership that our nation
shook off the humiliations of
tm t aggression and op-
pr:mg. for more than 100
years and gained independence.

'No matter how times
change, his merits and moral
integrity will always shine.'

Wang Yigiu of the Chinese
ac of Social Sclences sees
‘'rational elements' even in what
is considered to be Mao's mis-
taken theory. 'For one thing, he
was correct to point out the ex-
istence of class struggle in the
socialist period. He was only
mistaken in his estimate of its
scope and in measures he took
to deal with it' At 34, Ms Wang
is among the youngest re-
searchers in the field. She is
planning to delve into details
about Mae's work and
tn his prime in the 1940s

1960s.

'Some c seeds were
¢sown in this , and | wish
to dig them out,’ she says. 'For
several decades China's millions
shared with Mao pleasures and
angers, sorrows and joys. And
he was so successful in reshap-
ing Chinese values. Isn't that

amazing?” — Depthnews Asia

The nt argues that
its proposal is not a political
solutien but a judicial one, and
that the courts are the ones
who will settle all questions of

rights violations during military
rule

The government, despite its
unfulfilled elections promises
still commands popular sup-
port, however, and the vast ma-
jority of Chileans, weary of the
dictatorship and its criminal
record, do not want to return to
the past. .

Human rights activists
demonstrated against the bill
have been repressed by the po-
lice while murderers, rapists
ands torturers walk freély

through Chile's streets.

The ment has made
huge efforts to convince
Ch that "we are a country

on the verge of development, the
'tigers’-of Latin America.” Jorge
Correa, executive sgcretary of
the now extinct commission,
has said that "rather than worry,
about whether we are tigers or
jaguars, we should never forget
that we have also been mon-
sters...” The ment bill
clearly forgets who the real
mondters are. — GEMINI NEWS

LUIS TRICOT is a Chilean

Jreelance journalist who regu-
larly writes and broadcasts on

Whither
compensation

money?

Sir, | would like to draw the
attention of the present demo-
cratic government to a long-
pending matter relating to the
non-payment of compensation
to the owners of land acquired
by the government under

Dhaka Collectorate LA Case No.
20of 1974-75.

Acting fully on whims and
sentiments, the then
Government enquired about 7
&1/2 acres of land in Pathalia
Mouza of Savar PS belonging to
ten families and handed over
the possession to the

‘Gonoshasthya Kendra' at Savar -

without observing the official
formalities required under the
law.

As a result, subsequently,
complications and problems
cropped up in processing pa-
pers in connection with pay-
ment of compensation to the
owners and the Ministry of
Land put embargo on the pay-
ment of compensation to the
owners without putting any
embargo on the Gonoshasthya
Kendra on the possession of*the
land. Despite running from one
corner o antther during these
nineteen years, the owners have
not been paid the compensation
money till today.

I, therefore, earnestly appeal
to the Honourable Prime
Minister and Minister for Land
to look into this long pending
malter to expedite the payment
of compensation money to the
owners without further delay.

M A Asad
New Elephant Road, Dhaka

To build a house

Sir, One of the greatest sul-
ferings, hardships and difficul-
ties faced by the 120 million
peaple of Bangladesh is the
acute shortage of residential
houses for them. How many
people in our country live in

houses made of bricks?
We have a few real estate or-

ganisations and housing soci-
eties both in the private and in
the public sector but their activ-
Ities and performances are sim-

ly scanty in the face of the

uge need. Moreover, those are
plagued with frregularities and
often corruption. Unfortunately,
there is no authority, as appar-
ent, to look into and supervise
and control the activities of
those real estates and housing
societies. As a result, the mem-
bers of the public are constantly
under gotng untold harassment
and financial losses for a long

time and as such the innocent

souls are easily falling victims
to somie unscrupulous elements
here and there.

There are a, thousand and
one hurdles in purchasing a

lot of a land and building a
use. It is therefore said that

the number of concrete houses
in our country is the lowest in
the world and the pace of work
for construction of concrete

houses is the slowest in the -

world. Can’t we see what USSR,
China, Italy, France, lsrael,
Lebanon are doing in the hous-
ing sector?

We do not know when and
what national housing policy
would our government declare.
However, our government may
kindly take the lollowing steps
immediately in the greater in-
terest of the welfare of the peo-

le.
2 1) A house building coordina-
tion committee consisted of offi-
clals of various relevant gov-
ernment organisations and the

formed in each and every dis-

trict to encourage the people to

construct concrete houses; to
look into their problems and

_difficulties and to help solve

those problems collectively.

if) Relevant authorities may

provide water supply, sewerage

line, electricity, gas, telephone

line ete. and construct public
roads at the government ap-
proved housing estate site
within three years of the com-
missioning of the housing es-
tate.
iff) Arbitrary cancellation of
allotment of plot of land of an
allottee may be stopped and
withdrawn forthwith. If an allot-
tee fails to complete the con-
struction work of his house
within a stipulate period which
may be extended up to twenty
years, he (the allottee] may be
Ev:n the full right to transfer
is plot to a person of his
choice.

ernment approved housing es-
tate may be given a house
building loan not exceeding 10
lakh Taka for construction of a
single-storied buflding. The
amount of the loan together
with interest would have to be
refunded by the allottee/owner
of the land within a maximum
period of twentyfive years failing
which the land and the entire
buflding, no matter if the owner
has constructed a building of

more than one storted from his
own source, would be forfeited
by the loan giving bank.

v] Government may frame
necessary rules and regula-
tions, with time factor, for pur-
chase, sale, payment, registra-
tion, mutation, cancellation of
allotment transfer, out
site plan, grant of HBFC loan
etc.

O H Kabir
Dhalkea- 1 203.



