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gz:ptlan writer Na%uib dies:
P

hilosopher and writer Zaki N Mahmoud, whose
n;rticln and bunlu were widely read in the Arab world, died
Wednesday of complications from diabetes. He was 88, AP re-
ports from Cairo.

Mahmoud suflered from diabetes for years and had been in a
hospital for a week before he died, a spokesman at el-Safa
" Hospitgl told.

Mahmoud wrote extensively in books and articles about Arab
cultural and political aflairs. He recently finished his autobiog-
raphy, "The Harvest of the Years.”

Russian FM in Kabul: russian roreign

Minister Andria Valadimirovich Gozirov flew into Kabul afrpori
early yesterday, for a two-day visit and talks on bilateral issues

including conflict on the border with Tajikistan, an aide said,
AFP rtpurtl from Kabul.

to discuss different issues including thc
an aide

got
:itu:tinn on r:.gc hfghln Tajik border,” said

However, Gnuhwdld not state any specific reasons for his
vhinmmnﬁngmﬂyﬂut.ﬂimﬂ.rbrmmntm

PO e in Latvia: Pope John Paul Il took his
Baltic pilgrimng: to this heavily Protestant country Wednesday,
bringing with him a message of reconciliation in a region
emerging from Soviet rule, AP from Riga.
The Pope flew from Viinjus, Lithuania, arriving in a down-
r. But tens of thousands packed the streets, waving white
mkérchhfs as the Pope's motorcade went by,
As he did in Lithuania, John Paul
trials” Latvia underwent during five decades of Soviet occupa-
tion. :

Riots leave 12 hurt in Panama:

At least 12 people were hurt and 60 arrested in protests after a
top aide to former dictator Gen. Manuel and six other
soldiers were cleared in the 1985 killing of a t leader,
authorities said Tuesday, AP reports from Panama City.
Thriutnhml:euulhhndqnﬂhlmth:mmm
David after the verdict in the 1985 slaying of Dr
Spadafora. Police used shotguns and teargas to
crowd. No darrests or were reported in protests
Panama City and the of Chitre.
Noriega and two other o ﬂunhnutchm'pd
"killing have chosen a trial without l]urjr.mm
scrving a 40-year drug sentence in the United States, is
tried in absentia. A verdict is expected by the end of the month.
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Israeli court asks Rabin
to fire two ministers

JERUSALEM, Sept 8: In a

decision that could threaten the
Middle Bast peace talks, the
Supreme Court on Wednesda
asked Prime Minister Yitzha
Rabin to fire a minister and a
deputy minister who are under
investigation for corruption, re-
ports AP.
. The two, Interfor Minister
Arveh Dert and Deputy Minister
of Religious Affairs Rafael
Pinchasi, belong to the ultra-
Orthodox Shas Party,

Shas has thredtened to bolt
Rabifi'd ruling coalition I Derd
and Pinchasi are fired. Shas
has six seats in the 120-seat
Parliament.

Without Shas, Rabin could
continue to rule with a thin
one-vote margin since his coali-
tion would still control 56 seats

and have the support of five
Arab legislators who are not
part of the coalition.

But Shas’ d re would

rob Rabin of his Jewish major-
ity lor making peace with the
Arabs and weaken his ability to
grant econcessions in the peace
talks.

A police investigation against
Deri began more than three
years ago. When Rabin formed

*

his government in July 1992,
Deri gave him a letter promis-
ing he would suspend himsell
the moment an indictment was
submitted against him in court.

Last month, the attorney
general asked that Parllament
lift Derf's immunity so he could
be indicted for bribery and
fraud. Deri allegedly funnelled
some dirs 250,000 in state
money to the party and into his
own pockets and used his posi-
tion as interior minister o ex-
port favours from municipali-
ties. [

The attorney general said
Deri should step down. But Deri

- refused, pointing to the earlier

agreement with Rabin which
said he could stay in office un-
til an indictment was submitted
in court.

But the Supreme Court
ruled 5-0 on Wednesday to can-
cel the agreement, saying it was
fllegal. The high court ruled in
response to an appeal by clean

government activists.
The judges said that {f Dert

stayed in offlice while such

charges were pending against
him, it would have serfous con-

for the lml# ol gov-
:rnnn'-nl.

International

' Repatriation of 189 Palestinian
deportees begins today

MARJ EZ-ZOWIOUR (Leba-
non), Sept 8: Some 189 Pales-
tinian Munhm fundamentalists
expelled to South Lebanon by
Israel last year will start to
return on Thursday, their spo-
kesman sald Tuesday, reports
AFP,

Abde]l Aziz Rantissi of the
Islamic Resistance Movement
(llamas) sald he had been in-
formed the International
Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) in Israel that he would
recefve a list of the 189 names
on Wednesday.

They would be repatriated
starting the next day, after nine
months at their Marj Ez-
Zouhour camp, he said.

There are 396 Palestinian
deportees stranded in no-man's
land just north of Israel's self-
declared "security zone"' in
South Lebanon, where they
were dumped by Israeli author-
fties on December 17.

Israel ex
tinians, sus to be mem-
bers of the radical Hamas ard
Islamic Jihad groups, before
taking back 19 people who were

in error.

Defence Ministry s
Oded Ben Ami said Monday
that 189 of the deportees would
be repatriated before September
17. The rest are to return before
the end of the year. Their return
begins as Israel and the PLO
are on the verge of mutual
recognition and signing a his-
toric deal for Palestinian auton-
omy starting in the Gaza Strip,
a Hamas hotbed, and the West
Bank city of Jericho.

Both Hamas amfl the Islamic
Jihad are fierce opponents of

pelled 415 Pales-

the Mi-ddit Easl peace proces

In the makeshilt camp nl‘.
Marz Ez-Zouhour, preparations
are underway for the departure
of nearly half the occupants,
with deportees writing letters to
be taken back home by those
leaving.

The Israel army is also

making preparations at the
Zemraya cmuinf point, where
the deportees will pass into the
scecurity zone.

Three tents have been set up
to be used for medical examina-
tions and some 50 Isracl sol-
diers have arrived at the post,

2 +

Ruth Nitzan, owner l}f a ﬂag fﬂttﬂl’}" in Jerunntem

puts

together Sept. 7 the first prototype of a Palestinian ﬂag
made by Israelis. The Berman factory was assigned, by a
Palestinian-American company from Denver, to produce

2,000 Palestinian flags.

— AFP photo

which is usually held by Israel's
proxy South Lebanon army
militia.

 Reuter adds: British Foreign
Sderetary Douglas Hurd said on
Tuesday he was sure Gull Arab
statcs would give the Pales-
tinifans money to finance a
proposed self-rule agreement
with Israel,

"1 think the political support
is there," Hurd told a news
conference in Abu Dhabl. "The
financial needs are not yet spe-
cific (but)...l don’t doubt there
will be a specific response.”

Hurd, who spent more than
90 minutes In a meeting with
UAE President Sheikh Zaid Bin
Sultan Al-Nahayan, said the
proposed agreement between
Israel and the Palestinians was
"deserving of full support in the
Arab world."”

The British Foreign Secre-
tary, who was [lying to Saudi
Arabia late on Tuesday, said he
had been “heartened and
encouraged” by his talks with
Sheikh Zaid and a meeting he
had in London on Monday with
King Hussein of Jordan.

He hoped there would be
reconciliation between Arab
states divided over the Iraqgi in-
vasion of Kuwait in 1990.

"The situation is changing.
The Arab world ltke the rest of
the world was to some extent
divided about the Gulf War.
Now there is another situation.
The prospect of ending a very
long ... dispute is changing the
situation,” he said.

Hurd said  the role of the
Gulf Cooperation Council in
hacking the Arab-Israeli agree-
ment was an "important factor.”
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Clinton talks to Yeltsin
on ME, Bosnia 1ssues

WASHINGTON, Sept 8: Presi- -

dent Bill Clinton discussed
Middle East developments and
the situation in Bosnia during a
telephone conversation on
Tuesday with Russian President
Boris Yeltsin, the White House
said, reports Reuter.

Clinton spoke with the
Russian leader for about 40
minutes on several bilateral
foreign policy issues, White
House spokeswoman Dee Dee
Myers said in a statement.

“President Clinton reiterated
strong U.S support for Russian
political and market reform and
the work of President Yeltsin
and the Russian t to
keep those reforms on track,”
Myers said.

The two leaders discussed
peace talks between Israel and
the Palestine Liberation
Organisation and pledged to
work together to promote peace
in the Middle East, Myers said.

They also discussed the
Russian decision to withdraw
troops from Lithuania, and
Clinton affirmed U.S support for
a “ rapid and complete with-
drawal of forces from Latvia
and Estonia,” Myers said.

Myers said Yeitsin briefed
Clinton on his recent trip to
Ukraine, and Clinton affirmed
U.S interest in working with the

two in resolving out-
nmn:rl:rigdi:uu concerning nu-
clear weapons' now deployed in
Ukraine. _
Clinton and Yeltsin also
talked about efforts to
peace in Bosnia, Myers said.
Bosnia and developments in
the Middle East were also dis-
cussed on Tuesday in a tele-
phone conversation between
Clinton and German Chane-

In a 40-minute te
mﬁm Clinton and Kohl
also talked about progress on
Russian economic reforms and
trade issues including
negotiations under the
Agreement for Tariffls and
Trade, Myers said.

Students raid
USIS centre

in S Korea

SEOUL, Sept 8: Several
hundred South Korean stu-
dents, hurling rocks and paint,
staged a surprise raid on the
USIS center in the southwest-

crncltyanWueu'lrbdq
mﬂinurdump

Fuli::c ﬂrh'lg tear gas dis-
persed the students, most of
whom were from Chonnam
Humumuﬂu
university, after they to
gate of the US Information
Service facility, a US official and
ﬂmlthl{ntﬂnpullﬂznﬂ.

rlﬂdl:ng “Yankee, mm-m

"No lnt:ltigcnce gathering.”

an intercom system
and smashed the windows of
patrol cars and police buses
parked nearby, the US offictal in
Seoul said.

No casualties were reported.
Kwangju, some 250 kflometres
(150 miles) south of here, was
the scene of a bloody army
crackdown on pro-democracy
lmdentlhlﬂﬂpiﬂﬂchkﬂlt
least 200 people dead.

Dissidents alleged the US
commander of the combined
forces command freed up front-
line South Korean units to con-
duct the crackdown.

UN mission leaves behind
nothing but AIDS: Khmers

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia,
Sept B: The radical Khmer
Rouge said Wednesday. that the
U.N peacckeeping mission is
leaving behind nothing but
AIDS in Cambodia and sug-
gested that people throw facces
in the mission chief's face, re-

ports AP.

The Khmer Rouge, which
defied the peacekeepers’ at-
tempts to bring democracy to
Cambodia, has béen relatively
quiet on the battleficld but
stepped up its anti-U.N rhetoric
in recent wecks as the 18-
month mission prepares to

The U.N peacekeepers ~ did
nothing™ except leave behind

the AIDS virus, “the main para-
site to poison the nation,” the
Communist guerilla gmup s
radfo station said.

It said students have sug-
gested that Cambodians reward
U.N missfon chief Yasushi
Akashi by throwing facces at
him before he leaves this
month.

The Khmer Rouge said it
would unite with Cambodia’s

newly elected government after
the UN mission withdraws.
The mission s to wind up in
the next few weeks, after the
newly elected national assembly
adopts a constitution and forms

a new government.

The government wants to
avoid further bloodshed and
end the civil conflict through
negotiations, government
spokesman Ek Se told
a news conference Wednesday.

* Our idea is that the Khmer
Rouge should return to the
Cambodian community,” Ek
said. “ It's not good for them to

stay in the jungle.”

He said Cambodian leaders
agreed to provide for a king in
the new constitution tn hopes of
ending the war with the Khmer
Rouge, which has supported the
idea.

Head of State Prince
Norodom Sihanouk is to be
named king but only with pow-
ers to n criminals.

Ek indicated that Sihanouk
might on the Khmer Rouge
for killing hundreds of thou-
sands of Cambodians during

its fanatical rule in the 1970s,

Sthanouk is to hold talks
with the Khmer Rouge in
Phnom Penh in October,

The Khmer Rouge signed a
1991 accord to end 13 years of
war with a Vietnamese-installed
government. But it violated the
accord and boycotted U.N-or-
ganised elections in May.

When its former battlefield
allies won the election, the
Khmer Rouge made overtures to
join the new administration.

Sthanouk’'s son, Cambodian
government co-chairman Prince
Norodom Ranariddh, indicated
that the Khmer Rouge's hatred
of the Vietnamese was widely
shared.

In an interview broadcast
Tuesday night over the U.N ra-
dio, Ranariddh said that, as
king, his father would not let
the Khmer Rouge's protests
against the numerous ethnic
Vietnamese in Cambodia go
unanswered.”

Ranariddh said many people,
not just the Khmer Rouge, are
worrfed about the problem of
the Yuon, a derogatory word for
the Vietnamese.

ROK rejects DPRK's demand
to halt 1]::)mt war games

SEOUL, Sept B: Sou
rejected Wednesday a North
Korean demand to halt military
exercises with the United States
but said it will dispaich dele-
gates for inter-Korean border
talks on Friday, reports AP,

Restarting inter-Korean dia-
logue after 10 months of silence
is a key US condition for further
high-level talks between the
United States and Communist
North Korea.

There was no immediate re-
sponse from North Korea

The Koreas earlier had
agreed to reopen dialogue, but
prospects were clouded by an
unexpected North Korean de-
ll'l-l.l\r':hil week that Seoul
promise to discontinue
war exercises with the United
States.

The North also insisted
South Korea stop seeking al-
Hances with other countries to
pressure to resolve
suspicions about 1t8 nuclear

programme.

“l hope your side will come
without making conditions,”
South Korean Prime Minister
Hwang In-sung said in a mes-
sage 10 his North Korean coun-
terpart, Kang Song San.

Hwang suggested South and
North Korean dele meet on
Friday at Lhe border truce vil-
lage of Panmunjom for talks on
exchanging special envoys.

Such talks could satisfy one
condition for a third round of
high-level talks between the
United States and North Korea,
tentatively scheduled for
Geneva later this month. The
other condition was that North

Korea cooperate with
International Atomic Energy
Agency inspections.

The first breakthrough in in-
ter-Korean relations in months
came last week when North
Korea, changing its hard-line

policy, agreed to discuss nu-
clear issues with South Korea.

o
Regl -

-\.r
R ]

Pakistan's former prime minister Nawaz Sharif addresses a public meeting in Hawhnn,

town 98 km from Islamabad yesterday. Sharif vowed that if he was voted to power he would
resume economic reforms in the country.

— AFP photo

US action against
Chinese ship
illegal:Iran

NICOSIA, Sept B: Iran said
on Tuesday U.S nt:tinnu t
a Chinese ship it wrongful
cused of carrying chcmh‘:ﬂ]
weapons materials for Iran was
illegal and urged international

measures to secure freedom of
navigation, reports Reuter,

A Foreign Ministry
spokesman quoted by Iranian
television said U.S forces, which
had shadowed the Chinese ship
Yinhe for nearly a month de-
manding that its cargo be in-
spected had violated freedom of-
navigation and breached Inter-
national law,

A team fncluding U.S repre-
sentatives searched the Yinhe's
cargo last week at the Saudi
port of Dammam, but it found
no trace of the chemicals
Washington said it was carry-
ing.

" International bodies should
deal with such illegal actions
and guarantee freedom of inter-
national trade,” the Iranian
spokesman said,

He said the foreign ministry
would support any Iranfan in-
stitution that wanted to file a
complaint against the United
States because its car-
ried by the Yinhe was delayed.

11th round of
Sino-British

talks opens

BEIJING, Sept 8 : The 11th
round of Sino-British talks on
how to hold Hong Kong's last
elections under British rule
opened-Wednesday, the second
session this month, reports AP,

The 10th round, held Sept, 4
and 5, ended with little appar-

ent progress. Britain's chief ne-

gotiator, Robin McLaren, said at
the time that he expected at
least two more rounds in
September.

"We now need to make the

best possible use of the time

remaining before our foreign
ministers meet at the end of
this month,” McLaren told re-

porters before going into closed -
door talks with his Chinese
counterpart, Vice Foreign

Minister Jiang Enzhu.

"We for our part are pre-

pared to work as hard as neces-
sary in order that we can make
lhe maximum progress,” he

Iran may call off
death threat,
says Rushdie

LONDON, Sept B: Salman
Rushdie said Tuesday he be-
Beves Iran may soon bow to in-
ternational pressure to call off

the death threat against him

made by the late Ayatollah
Ruhellah Khomeint in 1989, re-

ports AP
It seems to be now or never

six or nine

'Half of

MANILA, Sept 8: AIDS infec-

tion is approaching "emergency”
propoirtions in Asia, posing a

serious threat to the economics
of the reglon’s poorer countries,
experis attending a conference
here said tcday, AFP.

reports
David Bloom, Chairman of

the Economics Department of
Columbia University, warned
that by 2000, hall of all
Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome (AIDS) infection
cases could be in Asia, the
world's most populous region.

"The centre of gravity of
AIDS is moving towards Asia,”
Bloom said, adding that this
could seriously affect the
economies of countries in the
region because it was
to treat aflected people in thetr
“prime working years.”

John Dwyer, Head of the

School of Medicine of the
University of New South Wales,
said Thailand has lost 1.9 bil-
on dollar due to AIDS.

AIDS, caused by the Human
Immunodefictency Virus [HIV],
is an incurable disease which
attacks the human body's im-
mune system, rendering it vul-
nerable against infection.

The Asian Development
Bank and the United Nations
Development Programme
(UNDP) are sponsoring the
conference, which centers on
the effects of AIDS on the econ-

omy.
Although AIDS detection

came much later in Asia, ex-
perts told the conference the

mwm
and Myanmar.

There could be as many as

one million HIV-positive people
in India and between 2,50,000
and 450,000 in Thafland, they
sald. Myanmar which has de-
tected 1,50,000 chieflly lrnnr;g
intravenous drug users, cou
actually have as many as hall a
million cases, they added.

James Chin, an
professor at the University of
California at Berkeley, said that
only Thalland has a systematic
collection of data so far.

Dwyer declared that “It's too

late to avoid an emergency situ-
atjon in Asia.
We already have one.”
"History will judge us

harshly for rtlpundln not
quickly enough,” -ddeg

He warned that by 2000, a
million people in Asia could be
infected each year, and that the

incidence of infection in the re-
gion could overtake Africa.

Chin said a "reasonable es-
timatc” was that there would be
between 30 and 40 million peo-
ple infected with AIDS at the
turn of the century.

The experis cited World
Health Organization (WHO) fig-
ures which showed that the

cost of AIDS prevention in de-

veloping countries would reach
2.58 billlon dollars, and that
1.015 billon dollars would have
to be allotted to treating sexu

ally transmitted diseases, 800

milhﬂn dollars to condom mar-
n?nond 260 millton dollars

| education.
W}Iﬂ adviser on sctentific al-
fairs Lars Kalling said that

"what s needed s political will,"
and that even countries with
relatively low AIDS incidence at

Roman Catholic c
accept
and allow condom promotion,
while Shri Lanka must fight

AIDS infection cases can be in Asia by 2000’

discrimination against AIDS
victims, Dwyer said,

this time must act to combat it.

Dwyer called for a "Lesser of

two evils® approach, but cau-
tioned that control measures
should be adopted to each

country’s culture.

He warned that New Delhi

would have to find ways to raise
the status of women and said

that in the case of Indonesia
and South Korea, "Cmﬂp_ lacency

must disappears.”

Bangkok would have to

change attitudes ol tourists vis-
iting
Yangoon would have to change
its attitude towards intravenous

drug users, he added.

while

the country,

In the Philippines, the
urch must

“the lesser of two evils”

~ Tupelo, Miss,

"eruel blessing” because social

. lors thal are wrong with society

|are changed), we are not going
to beat HIV,”

supporting orphans, increased ing
absenteeism and fewer skilled
labourers.

increase the poverty level of

ellor Helmut Kohl, Myers said.

Off the Record

Groundbreaking
'Food Biography'

NEW YORK: A pound of bacon, a loafl of Italian bread,

peanut butter and jelly, OK, Mr. Presiey, dinner is served, re-
AP.

Elvis’ dietary needs — and they made his other pursuits ap-
pear tame — are the topic of "The Life and Cuisine of Elvis
Presley,” a no-rolls- account of the meals that stretched a
thousand jump suits.

The groundbreaking "Food Blography™ is the tongue-in-
cheek work of David Adler, an Elvis fan who tracked the King's
chow from cradle to ... well, you know where he died.

Adler murﬂe“d EMI ﬂml:rhnd E.Jg.: nvI'J;Lhtg_

school. And the Army. And Llchlllhnlch He hung out with
Elvis stepbrothers. And Elvis’' croner. And Barbara Eden.

The "l Dream of Jeannie” star worked with Elvis on the for-
gettable film "Flaming Star,” where Presley played a half-breed
who protects his Indlan mother from white ranchers.
(Remember?).

Barbara was his love interest. Her mealtime recollections of
Presley: "Good table manners. If he didn’t (have them], | would
remember that.”

Marital strife results

in castration

MANASSAS: A woman who said she cut off her husband's
pcrﬂlnﬁcr:h:ruﬂkgedlyhmdmhlwmmhﬁctd
on a malicious wounding charge, reports AP.

Lorena Bobbitt, 24, will appear in Circuit Court on
Wednesday for a trial date, md Prince Willlam County

Commonwealth's Attorney Paul Ebert.

Bobbitt told police that she was awakened by her husband in
theenrlymin;nfdumﬂnndfnmdtuh-wlu.ﬂlﬂnhﬁ
told police that after she cut off Her husband's penis with a
kitchen knife she threw it out her car window as lh: drove to
the police station to report that she had been raped.

Police recovered the organ and surgeons were able to reat-
tach it in a nine-hour operation.

John Wayne Bobbitt has been charged with marital sexual
assault and a 27 trial date has been set.

Bobbitt has denied the , and his version of the events
nndune‘zﬂdiﬂ'en markedly from Mrs. Bobbitt's, said his attor-

%iﬂhlnﬂtmddﬂtﬂlﬂhﬂhﬂﬂ

Jackson hides away

»
from fans, media
HUIS TEN BOSCH WJapan): Michael Jackson hid away yes-
terday from adoring fans and intrusive media, hold up in a fake
17th century Dutch village Theme Park on the coast of south-
ern Japan, reports Reuter.
The embattled Pop superstar, plagued by child sex abuse al-
legations and reported illness on previous stops of his
"Dangerous” Asian concert tour, arrived in Japan on Tuesday
ahead of two scheduled weekend in Fykuoka.
Within minutes, he had boarded a bus for the 27 hour jour-
ney to the fantasy village of Huis Ten Bosch, erectdd last last year
outside the city of Nagasakt at a cost of 225 billion yen (2.16
billion dollars).
There, Jackson and his entourage, including heavyweight
s, boarded boats to glide a reproduction Dutch
canal 1o the palace, the fanciest of the Park's five hotels
used in the past by members of the imperial family.
The Americans spent the night there, in suftes costing a cool
300,000 yen (2,900 US dollar} apiece.

Moscow plans to
set up hotline
with Turkey

MOSCOW, Sept B: Rusaia
phn-tnulupllwlhntﬂﬁ
Turkey to ease tension on the

borders of Armenia and
Azerbafjan, which are locked
in undeclared war, and their
lnuth!rnmwlhnurllunlli

Turkey, ﬂpﬂl‘tlﬁ'\iﬁ.r

He said AIDS could be a

forms would be needed to
mbat it. "Unless so many fac-

he added.

Kevin McGrath, the UNDP " We must p efforts to
resident official here, sajd that | _.iile the HIIM to
aside from the cost of treating prevent the conflicting sides
AIDS, there was also the cost of and thetr neighbours from turn-

this into an mmuﬂ
-:h ute,” Foreign iry
;poL“l' Georgy Karasin said

5 , HIV I
Ultimately impact may o

countries already experiencing | died in the conflict be-
poor health care, inadequate | tween Karaba Armenians,
sanitation and in some cascs, | with support from Yerevan,
famine,” he said citing th¢ | and Azefis over Nagorne-
African experience. Karabakh.



