MSC march strongly on

Sports Reporter

Mohammedan Sp- minute when a Murad header  league, Youngmen's Club ol
Club moved  off a Shabbir throw-in left him  Fakirerpool maintained their
one step closer to  with enough leverage (1-0). :uhlndht lowly Ada
the Star Premier In the 30th minute, Aslam  SCC by 20 at the Hoc
B Division lootball doubled the margin when he  Stadtum.
league title yester-day with a outleapt every Rahmatgan] de- Fakirerpoo! dominated the
confident 4-0 win over [fender to head home a Shabbir  maitch all through and scored

both the goals in the first hall.
Asil put the winners ahead

free-kick (2-0).
One minute away from the
short whistle, Jivotnikov scored

Rahmatganj Musltm Friends
Soctety at the floodlit Dhaka

Stadium.
With the victory, their

eleventh in this year's league,
the DMFA Cup winners upped
their tally to 24 points from 14
outings, three points clear at
the top of the table off their tra-
ditional rivals Abahani Krira

Chakra, who lost their sixth

point on Monday when they
were forced to a goalless draw

by Agrani Bank.

Rahmatganj, on the other
jéeepdmwﬁh
defeat in the league
so far and they would certainly
need a miracle to turmn back and
avoid the ignominy of relegation

hand,
their eighth

to the Star First Division.

Rahmatganj, with a win and five
losses, remairned glued
bottom
tion of scven

position with a collec-
points from 14 en-

to the

his 11th goal of the league

when the Russian dodged past
Tareqg, the Rahmatganj goal-
keeper before placing the ball
neatly into the net (3-0).
Rummon-bin-Wali Shabbir,
the hard working, wily Moham-
medan skipper, who designed
the first two goals, again camp
up with a gem of a pass in the
19th minute of the second half
that left Arman only

_|ob of guid
I-.-'.ll goal with a well-
mlﬂd f-volley (4-0).

It was a pity that Aslam

could not score a hattrick al-
though he had only himself to
blame for failing as he missed
two easy chances in the 38th
and 40th minute. A yellow card
in the later stz

with the
guiding the ball into the

ge of the match

in the 32nd minute by a nice
header off a Shamsu corner (1-
0).

Askar Babu increased the
margin in the 41st minute by a

good placing shot (2-0).

Fakirerpool have so far
carned 18 points from 13 en-
counters while Adamjee SCC
are almost certain of relegation
with only three points, also
playing 13 matches.

TEAMS

FAKIRERPOOL YC: Kawser,
Lokman, Muktar, Gobinda,
Sohel, Hassan, Masud [Babu),
Askar (Shamim), Asif (Alamgir],
Rana and Aril.

ADAMJEE SCC: Sakhawat,
Hiad thcl ?alr.ir Mllu

______
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Action from yesterday's Star Premier Division football league match between Mohammedans
and Rahmatganj MFS at the Dhaka Stadium. Mohammedans registered a facile 4-0 victory.

SUUEleTS.

Aslam, playing for the black
and white after nearly a decade
with Abahani, found the net
twice while Russian Jivotnikov,
who notched up a spectacular
treble in his Premier Division
debut and Arman scored once
each for the winners, who led
the first hall by three goals to
one.

Aslam, the ever-agile striker
who took his individual tally to
seven with yesterday's goals,
opened the account for
Mohammedans in the sixth

offered no comfort to the frus-
trated striker.

TEAMS

MOHAMMEDAN SC: Lahul,
Roman, Kaiser (Peter), Jewel,
Barun, Tito [(Roxy). Arman,
Murad, Shabbir, Aslam and
Jivotnikov (Naquib).

RAHMATGANJ MFS: Tarck
(Raju), Sufian (Pappu), Jaglu,
Rubel, Badal, Nazimuddin,
Azim, Alfaz, Siraj, Makbul and
Ranjan.

FAKIRERPOOL WIN

In the Star First Division

— Star photo

(Zamirul) (Abul), Dolan, Sharif,
Babu, Nasir (Salam), Akmal and
Igbal.

Two Premier Division and

one First Division [ootball
matches will be held today.

Sadharan Bima KS will take
on Bangladesh Boys Club in the
First Division league at the
Hockey Stadium while Victoria
Sporting Club will meet Wari
Club and Brothers Union face
PWD SC in the Premier
Division, both at the Dhaka
Stadium.
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Karpov grinds Timman down

ZWOLLE, Neth-
erlands, Sept 7
Former world
chess champion
Anatoly Karpov,
wielding the black
with clinical precision,
Dutch Grandmaster Jan
Timman in the first game of the
FIDE World Chess Champion-

ship on Monday, reports
Reuter.

Timﬁaan—Karpuv tie:

Facts and figures

ZWOLLE, Netherlands, Sept
7: Facts and figures of the FIDE
World Chess Championship
match which began Monday,
accumulated by AP.

PLAYERS:

Anatoly Karpov, 42,
Russfan, gained the World
Championship when Bobby
Fischer refused to defend it in
1975 and held it for 10 years
before losing to Garri Kasparov
in 1985. He is regarded as sec-
ond only to Kasparov, who also
beat him in the last World
Championship in 1991,

Jan Timman, 41, Dutch. He
lost to Nigel Short in the World
Championship qualifier to
challenge Kasparov but was in-
vited to contest the title with
Karpov aftér Kasparov and
Short absconded to form the
renegade Professional Chess
Assoclation.

PREVIOUS COMPETITION:
In 67 games against each other
before this match, Karpov won
23 games, Timman 5 and 39
were draws.

AT STAKE: The world Chess
title as sanctioned by FIDE, the
game’s ruling federation since
19024. This year's title will be
badly tamished because of the
rival Kasparov-Short champt-
onship match.

PRIZE-MONEY: Dirs 1.4
million. The winner gets five-
cighths and the loser three-
eighths.

SCHEDULE: 24 games, 12
played over three weeks in the
Dutch cities of Zwolle, Arnhm
and Amsterdam. The maich
then moves to Oman for the

concluding 12 games.

Karpov, world champion
from 1975 to 1985, ground the
Dutchman down in a dour
technical end game and takes a
1-0 lead in today's second
game, when he has the advan-
tage of the white pieces.

. The first 12 games in the 24-
game match are to be played in
the Netherlands — in Zwolle,
Amhem and Amsterdam — and
the second 12 in Oman. The
winner will be the first player to
reach 12 1/2 points,

Today Garrl Kasparov and
Nigel Short play their first game
in London in the rival Times
World Chess C nship.

FIDE, the world chess body,
disqualified reigning champion
Kasparov and official
Short in March after they re-
jected FIDE's planned venue
and formed the breakaway
Professional Chess Association.

Timman started with a king's
pawn opening, giving Karpov
the chance to use his tried and
trusted Caro-Kann defence.

The opening went down
known lines for 14 moves until
'l"lnuET produced an innova-
tion that watching experts said
made for a sharp and exciting
game.

“It's a very nerve-racking

Double crown
for Loba

Loba of Rajshahi Division
won double crown in the
Litmond first women's bad-
minton tournament, lifting both
the singles and doubles titles
yesterday at the Dhanmondi
Women's Sports Complex, re-
ports UNB.

Loba clinched the singles ti-
tle beating Liza of Dhaka 11-5,
11-0 and then shared the dou-
bles title with compatriot Zeenat
defeating Noori and Ruma pair
of BKSP by 15-7, 15-10.

Post and
Telecommunications Minister M
Tariqul Islam witnessed the
singles final as chief guest and
later distributed the prizes.
State Minister for Youth and
Sports Sadek Hossain was pre-

sent as special guest.

position,” said Dutch Interna-
tional Master Paul Boersma.

But Karpov's powerfully-
posted central knights over-
shadowed white's position, de-
priving Timman of any real ad-
vantage for his innovation.

"This is 's bread and’
butter defence, Timman should
really have researched it," said
Australian Grandmaster lan
Rogers.

Deprived of any forceful
strategy Timman s lati
sacrificed a hishuppﬁ:l un:wnl}.l'
Karpov's king side pawns.

The Russian uncharacteris-
tically missed the best continu-
ation and in a quickfire series of
piece exchanges found only a
small advantage in the
endgame. It was enough.

"This is Karpofu tydpe of po-
sition,” gers sald as he
watched lhe Russian ruthlessly
fashioning a superior position.

Timman resigned aflter move

66 when it became clear he
could not save a crucial pawn.

BCCB Eleven
take on Chemplast
today

Bangladesh Cricket Control
Board (BCCB) Eleven, now visit-
ing India, will take on
Chemplast team in thetr second
and last group tie of the Moin-
ud-Dowlah Gold Cup cricket
tournament today at the
Hyderabad Lal Bahadur Shastri
Stadium, reports UNB,

On Mo , BCCB Eleven
defeated Hyderabad Cricket
Assoctation President Eleven by
52 runs in their first group
match at the same venue,

Romario hailed

MADRID, Sept 7: Brazilian
Romario is being hailed as one
of the world's greatest strikers
just one match into his new
Spanish league career with
Barcelona, reports Reuter.

The dollar 4 million forward,
who scored all three of the
champions’ goals i a 3-0 home
win over Real Sociedad on

Sunday, attracted lavish praise
from both managers on

Monday.

"Romario is brilltant in the
penalty area. His control means
he can score at any moment,”
said Barcelona coach Johan
Cruyfl, delighted with the per-
formance of the former PSV
Eindhoven player.

Opposing coach John

Toshack agreed Romario had |

been the difference between the
h?'o teams.

"It is clear that he was the
one who stood out. When the

. team {s not playing that well, he

can score three goals. There are

few players who can finish off a
move like he can,” said
Toshack.

Real Madrid, pipped at the

post by Barcelona in the title
race for the last two seasons,
also made a good start as 21-
year-old striker Alfonso Perez
scored twice in a 4-1 away win
at Osasuna on Saturday.

Madrid had not won on their
opponent's ground by a three-
goal margin since 1935,

Fatal festival

BOGOTA, Sept 7: Wild
celebrations of a spectacular
5-0 soccer victory over
Argentina left 20 people dead
and 100 injured in brawls,
car crashes and shootings
across Colombia, police said
reports Reuter.

the avenues |
of Bngnta on Sunday night,
honking their hﬂrﬂﬂ fur- |
ously, waving jumbo red,
gold, and blue Colombian
flags and hurling bags of
flour at pedestrians.
Fireworks exploded across
the sky and parties broke
out across the city.

Groups of drunken
youths filled the streets;
jum in front of cars and
screaming: “Five, five, five® in
reference to the unprece-
dented number of goals
scored in Colombia's victory,
which qualified the country
for next year's World Cup in
the United States.

Police set up barriers to
block cars from streets
where the celebrations were
most intense and hospitals
across the city were put on
full alert.

“We estimate that at
least 20 people were killed
Ia.nd more than 100 injured

in the five major cities,” a
Bogota police spokesman |
said on Monday morning.

"Most of the victims were
drunk and either crashed
their cars or were run over.
Some died of gunshot
wounds after bar brawls.

Police said the country's
Marxist guerillas took advan-
tage of the game, played in
Buenos Aires but telecast
live in Colombia, to blow up
two police posts in the

northwest of Bogota and de-
Illl‘ﬂ}' a bank automated
teller machine in the city
centre. One policeman died
in the blasts,

Rebels from the National

| Liberation Army (ELN) later

called newspapers and radio
stations to claim responsi-

bility for the attacks.
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" Jean-Louis Levreau (C), ﬁu-prr;{dent of Ol yn; piqti_e de Marseille, addresses staflf members and plj"lr. among them Alen

Boksic, Jean-Christophe Thomas, Bernard Casoni, Jean-Mare Ferreri and Rudi Voeller, few moments before the start of a
training session yesterday. UEFA banned Marseille from this season's European Cup on September 6 following a match-

rigging scandal.

UEFA anathema for Marsex]le

ZURICH, Sept 7:
Ewropean cham-
plons Marseille
were thrown out
of this year's
Euro Cup co-
mpetition on Monday after
UEFA decided bribery
allegations against the the
French club were damaging
soccer’'s image, reports Reuter.

Marseille, the Mediterranean

rt which lives and breathes
or f{ts beloved club, was
shocked and angry, while the
lawyer of club president
Bernard Tapie said the million-
aire soccer boss would take
French football authorities to
court over the ban

With the Arst round of the
cup only nine days away, the
governing body of European
soccer said it had acted to pro-
tect the integrity of the game.

UEFA . president Lennart
Johansson said after a six-hour
meeting in Zurich: "The execu-
tive committee felt the affair,
which has been waiting for
more than three months to be
dealt with, was bringing in-

creasing prejudice to the foot-
ball movement and that further
delays would damage directly
the international competitions.”
Marseille, who are also the
French league champions, have
been mired in match-rigging
allegations that centre on a

league game against
Valenciennes last May.
Valenciennes players

Jacques Glassman, Christophe
Roberd and Jorge Burruchaga
have accused Marseflle of offer-
ing them a 250,000 francs
(50,000 dollars) bribe to play
poorly and lose a key game on
May 20, a few days before their
European Cup final against AC
Milan.

Johansson said UEFA were
confident they had made the
right decision based on reports
of players’ testimonies to the in-
vestigating judge.

However, Tapie's lawyer
Francis Szpiner said the
Marseille club president would
take legal action today to de-
mand that the French Football
Federation (FFF) and French
soccer league insist that
Marseille represent France in

this season’s European
“UEFA's decumn is lntllhr

against all the principles of
law,” iner said, H.lnﬂ]lt

was not and no appeal is
possible. Marseille was not able
to defend itself. Such justice is
contrary to the most elementary
rights.”

FFF t Jean Fournet-
Fayard, who was in Zurich as a
member of UEFA's executive
committee, said the decision
could have grave consequences

for French soccer,
This decision will lead us

look at the which
coyld be very damaging for
French foothall.,” he said.

Fournet-Fayard said he regret-
ted UEFA appeared (o have paid
more attention to media reports
than to a report presented by
French soccer authorities.
UEFA have given the French
federation 48 hours to nominate
a replacement for Marseille in

the European Cup. though
runners- up Paris ST-Germain
and Bordeaux, fourth in the
French league last season,
have already said they would
not take part if asked.

Levreau fears fatal effect

MARSEILLE, Fra-
nce, Sept 7: Eur-
opean champions
Marseille said on
Monday UEFA's
decision to ban
them from this season's
European Cup because of a
bribery scandal could have a
catastrophic effect on the club,
reports Reuter.

Vice-president Jean-Louis
Levreau said in a radio inter-
view shortly after hearing the
deciston: "I'm afraid there will
be catastrophic consequences
for the future of the club.”

Club president and owner
Bernard Tapie, a millionatre
businessman who saved the
club from ruin séven years
said before the decision
Marseille would go broke if they
were barred.

"Two years ago we had diffi-
culties after being eliminated in
Prague and we only faced up to
it thanks to the personal in-
vestments of Bernard Tapie,”
Levreau said. .

"But the club cannot be
permanently dependent on
Tapie's bank account and I'm
afraid that tomorrow people will
sec that Marseflle are in great
difficulty. |

“It's the whole of Marseille
and the whole of French football
which will suffer.”

Levreau said he had been
optimistic before the decision. "]
had confidence in the wisdom of
the UEFA officials who have
just disappointed us very deeply
and done us great, great harm.”

Tapie's office said he had no

immediate ecomment to make

but he has said in recent inter-
views that he would quit soccer
and place the club in liquida-
tion if Marseille were thrown

out of the European Cup.
Asked in an interview pub-

lished on Monday with the

BERNARD TAPIE
sports daily L'Equipe what
would happen if the club were
barred, Tapie said: "Marseille
will explode.

"It will go into liquidation, be
relegated to the Second Division
and the capital in terms of play-
ers which | estimate at between
220-250 million francs (40-50
million dollars) would be zero.

"One could estimate that the
total cost of the sanction would
be 380 to 400 million francs (65
to 75 million dollars) for a fault
which has not been proved. It's
Crazy.” :

French league president Noel
le Graet, who travelled to Zurich
to try to persuade UEFA to re-
serve judgment, said the
European body had relied too

On rUMours.

"French football defended its

procedures, it defended its own

" rules before UEFA, the rules of

law. UEFA didn't want to hear
our arguments. They estimated
that the rumours were too per-
sistent that the media furore
could harm football.
hgl-vm‘ press cut have
ped UEFA take a negative
decision for Marseille.”
Marseille pla:,rcru were
equally shocked by the news.

"It's as if the sky is falling in

on our heads,” said interna-
tional midficlder Jean-Philippe
Durand. "It's very, very sad. We
wanted to defend our trophy
but they've taken away the
means to express ourselves,”

German striker Rudi Voeller
said he could hardly believe the
decision. "It's terrible for the
club and the town,” he said.
"T'm shattered.”

Defender Bernard Casoni
said: "There's no future for
Hmta:l lle, nothing. We're devas-
tated ”

— -

Minister for Posts and Telecommunications Tariqul handing over the champmnihmmphy to

Loba and Luna, who won the title in the Litmond badminton tournament, at the

| Women's Sports Cmnpla: yesterday.
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Marseille mired
in melancholy

MARSEILLE, Fra-
nce. Sept 7;
Soccer-mad Mars-
cille was deeply
shocked, bitterl
angry and overi-
lowing with tears on Monday
aflter UEFA's decision to ban the
European champions form this
season's European Cup, reports
Reuter.

The Mediterranean port,
which lives and breathes for its
beloved club, was shaken by
the news from Zurich that the
team was being thrown out over
a bribery scandal.

Groups of fans gathered in
the main street, La Canebiere,
to talk about the decision and
bars, cafes and shops were
abuzz with indignation at the
UEFA move.

"We didn't expect this. It's
the worst thing which could
have happened. This is the end
of Marseille,” said one fan.

"They didn't have the right
to do that,” said a tearful young

female supporter. "Marseille
gave France its first European
Cup and now we are

An celderly docker sat
slumped and In tears outside
the Ill Bar, headquar-
ters of one of Marseille's main
fan clubs.

"Marseille is nothing any
more,” he said. "The port has
died. There are no industries
and today they kill the only
thing which us reasons to
be proud of being Marsefllais.”

Most Marseille fans have ac-
cepted that a fault was commit-
ted but think the response s
too severe and aimed mainly at
the club’s millionaire boss
Bernard Tapite.

"They wanted to kill Tapte
and they've killed lel-elfe
said one season ticket-holder.
"They wanted to identify a whole
town in one man because he
was the boss of a big club.”

One waiter said the fans
would not take the decision ly-
ing down.

— AFP photo
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Monaco join
the club

PARIS, Sept 7: Monaco on
Tuesday became the third
French club to say they would
refuse to take the place of dis-
graced champions Marsetlle in
this season’'s European Cup,
reports Reuter,

The European Football
Unton (UEFA) on Monday
banned Marsetlle from this sea-
son's competition because of
the bribery scandal and gave
the French federation 40 hours
to nominate a replacement.

Monaco, third in the French
league last season, issued a
statement they did not
feel able to enter a competition
for which they had not qualified
and would remain in the UEFA
Cup instead

Paris St Germain, second in
the league, Bordeaux, who were
fourth, announced on Monday
that they would refuse any invi-
tation to compete in the
European Cup.

Alimentary

weapon

COPENHAGEN, Sept 7:
Denmark’'s national téam took
ofl on for a vital World
Cup soccer qualifier against
Albania with a secret weapon
stowed away in the cargo com-
partment —1,100 kilos of
Danish food, reports Reuter.

+ "The food packages contain
meat., fish and salad among
other We've brought all
the food for all the meals, even
the cake for our c\tniniﬂ
soccer federation s man
Lars Berendt said. 'I‘h: decision
by the European champions to
being their own food for the
European group Three tie in
Tirana on Wednesday was made
after a scouting tour to Albania

by the squad's chef, Flemming
Larsen.

Danish coach Richard
Mocller Nielsen said: "The food
of the south holds different bac-
teria from Danish food ... we're
not taking any risks. The situa-
tion awaiting us is like night
and day compared with what we
are used to.”

Denmark, who need a win
against bottom-placed Albania
to stay on course for a place in
the 1994 finals, fear primitive
conditions in the country and
Moeller Nielsen decided to pre-
pare at home and leave for
Tirana as late as

"We will have an :rhtm:ly
difficult time against Albania,”
Moeller Nielsen said.

“Our plan s to go for victory
with a controlled offensive. We
won't throw everything forward
from the start. Many good sides
have run into trouble in
Albania,” he said.

Z.siboras

- 1NNO MOre

BUDAPEST, 7: Hunga-
rian goalkeeper Gabor Zsiboras,
who suffered serious brain
da.maq: after collapsing before

a training session, has died,
the MTI agency reported on
Tuesday, reports AFP.

Zsiboras, 35, would have
won his 15th cap against
Russia in a World Cup qualify-
ing match on Wed - He
played for the MTK club.

ASF fixes dates
for WC playoff
with Argenfina

SYDNEY, Sept 7: Australian
Soccer Federation (ASF) officials
said today they had selected
two dates for a two-match play-
ofl with Argentina for a spot in
next year's World Cup finals in
the United States, reports
Reuter.

Former World Cup champi-
ons Argentina, who will meet
Australia after finishing second
in the South American
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