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Education is a fundamental
right of the people. In the past
no effective programmes were
| wundertaken to ensure this
right in Bangladesh. No
Posistive plan was also
formulated to turn the ever
increasing populatien of
Bangladesh into human
resource. Ass a result at the fag
end of the century our literacy
rate according to 1991 census
is only 24.8%. As the world
Approaches the last decatle of
the 20th century the
supremacy of new technology
and widespread knowledge is
reigning high all over. To
" participate in the ever
ning process by human
civilization we are to
strengthen our educational
base. The present government
has given highest priority to
.| education with a view to
developing creative and
productive human resource in
order to meet the demand of
time. In the formal education
there are three recognised
tiers namely the primary.
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its importace by providing
highest allocations for both

physical and qualitative
improvement of primary and
mass education and also for
bringing about a social
mobilisation in this respect. A
scparate division has also
been established under the
name of Primary and Mass
Education Division in order Lo
strengthen the activities ol
primary and mass education
sector and for increasing the
rate of literacy. The Primary
and Mass Education Division
has been placed under the
charge of the Honorable Prinw
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PRIMARY & MASS EDUCATION

Educai:i;n for all: The role
and Mass

Executive Director
I NFEP ] Dil-kai

the wvonlerence held in
September™ 1990 in New York
on ensuring the development
of children. their rights,
security and educatuion. In
pursuance of the commitment
of Bangladesh government at
national and international
level and for ensuring EFA,
comprehensive programmes
have been undertaken and
targets fixed which interlies.
stipulates achievement of
adult literacy rate of 62%
from its present bend of 34%.
Education for All in
Bangladesh (EFA).

Less than seven more years
are left to enter the 21 century.
According to governement
statistics in the 30 years
between 1961 & 1991 the

- increase in the rate of literacy

has been 7.8 percent.
According to.1981 census the
rale of literacy on the total
population of Bangladesh was
19.7 percent which has gone
up to 24.82 percent according
to the 1991 census. Against the
backdrop of our present
literacy scenario we have to
take a hard look to the
practicability of the
achievemnt of EFA target by
the year 2000,

Primary Education:
The Tfollowing (types of

educational institutions now
cater for primary education in
Bangladesh.

1. Govt:. Primary Schools
37.740 numbers.

2. registered Non-Govern-
ment Primary School. 8.830
3. “Schools’ awalting “fere
registration 4 688

4. Primary branch. of
Secondary School 2.583

5. Kinder Garten 2.500

6. Ibtedal Madrasha 16.028 7.
Ibtedia Higher Madrasha
Branch 6.086

B. Mosque Toll & othrs 239
According to school 1apping
only one school in every 2 sq.

k.m. offers primary
education. Arrangement has
been made to established 4000
new schools in unschoold
areas. Steps have been taken
to reconstruct and repair govt.
and non-government schools
all over the country. The
fourth five year plan has
provisions for reconstruction
and rapairs of about 25.000
thousands schools. Following
the implementation of
compulsory primary
education through out the
country the enrollment rate in
primary schools has
increased. This Increase will
be sustained so that 95% of all
school going children are
covered by primary schools by
the year 2000. In the year 992
out of 1 crore 73 lakhs and 50
thousand school going
children 76% studying in
primary schools. By the year
2000 the number of primary
going children will reach |
crore 96 lakhs 40 thousand.
The access now available has
toe be increased for this
number. A [ull scale survey
has to be undertaken in this
respect. It has been estimated
that by the year 2000 another

one lak additional
classrooms need to be
constructed

The number of children that
are enrolled in Schools. a
lion's share of thal. about G(%
give up studying before
reaching class V. This drop out
lactor Is a menacing waslage
in our educational system.
The lem of retaining a
child in school to complete his
education up to class-V is
much more acule than
a child within the
ambit of the school through
enrollment process. This
problem is being tackied at
diflerent leve. In this regard a
liberal promeotion pelicy at
classes [ and Il. production of
attractive reading materials
and novel ways ol imparting
lessons. sulicient supply of
safe drinking water,
constructiéion of lollet
Lacilities & tube well are some
of the arcas that are receiving
attention. Besides. in order to

prevent the drop outs & arres
repetition in the same class.

the following arrangements
have been made: -

a. As incentive o the children
to go to school satalite schools
are to be established at a
comvenient place to

home to school.
b. The apointment of 609% -
femadle teachers and

remodeling of the teaching
learning materials.

d. Adoption of different
methods to create an interest
in the child in scool and
proviling necessary facilities

for the completion 5 years

education cycle.

e. Creation of
awareness at all siages.
. Along with govt.activities

social

environment of various NGOs *

to impart primary edcation.
£. SMC and PTA on have been

activated and energised.

h. The envolvement of people
at local level in education
management is under active
consideration.

i- Introduction of Food for
Education programme. "
Besides the above mentioned
activities in order to made the
primary education more need
based & eflective. following
steps are also being under
active considaration. 1:
Construction of more low cost
houses. 2. Social awareness
for enceasing demend for
education with particular
emplement on participation
of gril child.

3. In order to strenghten as
well as making the education
system more dynamic demand
productive steps are also being
taken to bing accountability
and transparency from top to
grass roal level in education
4, More allocation for
primary and mass education
ad ministration, ~

" 5. Eduweation materials are to

be much more life skill based
and methods of imparting
education to be made effective
and attractive,

General Education Project:
With a view to improving the
quality and infrastructure of
primary education and
unversalising the education
for the rural poor mass
General Education Project is
an importanl sicp towards
right dircction. The lollowing

are the important
programmes under this
project. -

1. Improvement ol physical of
the primary schools. 2.
Development of educational
materials and text bobks.

3. Established of satelite

schools,
4. Introduction of non-formal
education t NGOs

5. Free distribution of text
books among the students of
primary schools.
6. Training of teachers.
1.Strengthening of education.
administration.
It is hope that the above
actions will Increase
enrollment rate in Primary
and arrest the oputs,
FOOD FOR EDUCATION
PROGRAMME.
Food for education
programme of the govt. s a
revolutionary progranune, As
one of the poorest nations of
the world the opportunity cost
lor education Is a luxury In
our coumtry comfpared to
income generation activities.
In consideration of this
reality govt. has introduced
the programme of food for
education [rom this year.
This will induce the children
from poer families to come to
school. This year government
has allocated | lakh 24
thousand tonn's of wheat for
this programme. The Hon'ble
Prime Minister has formally
inaugurated this e,
The target lor this year Is
seven childrens from 5
lakhs families. In the coming
years the target for this
will be increased.

O —
The govt. has plans to bring

the entire country under this

programme .
Expansion of Integrated Non-
Formal Education

Programme:

“It Wil not be possible to

increase the rate of literacy in

Dangladesh only through
formal education. With a view

to covering the vast number of
people that are there outside
the ambit of formal education
the govt. has by restructuring
the Mass cducation
I'rogramme introduced the
Iintegrated Non-formal
Education Programme to
bring litercy to the illiterates.
The purpose of Non-Formal
Education is not only to offer
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but to convert the illiterate
mass into huimnan resource
keeping in view the needs &
objectives of life. The object of
non-formal education is to
intégrate them in mainstream

tonformity
prevailling socio-econamic
norms and conditions of the

country. The existing vast '

number of illiterate people
have been divided into age
groups for the purpose of
educating them. These are:-
a. Introduction of a pre-
primary education scheme for
motivation and school
prepared mass for 4-5 age
group children coming from
disadvantaged families.

b. The 6-10 age group is
intended for both non-
participants and dropouts of
the formal schools system. It
will provide them with an
opportunity for aecquiring
some basic skills and may
also give them a second
chance in formal primary
school at class [II level.

¢. Creation of a channel for
the boys and girls of the 11.14
age group to enable them in
preparatory
knowledge for engaging in
profitable work or
occupations and preventing
them from growing into

- {lliterate adults.

d. The litcracy camipaign for
15-35 age group is to be further
s ;
3. Activate life long learning
process,

Separate text books &
educational materials have

been  prescribed  for "all~

categories of ({lliterates

" mentioned above. The scheme

of INFEP is a pilot project for
spreading education on the
basis ol evaluation of the
success of scheme after June,
1994. Wider scheme will be
undertaken for the 1994-2000
period.

There was no primer or book
for general adoption in the
literacy campaign. Various
NGOs were using different
types of primers introduced by
themselves in a disjointed
manner. These Primers were
written in a routine way &
could not serve much useful
perpose except to helpliteracy.
By eliminating these
disjointed eflorlts Input
through the co-operation of a
team of experienced experts of
differenf govt. and non-govt.
institutions has published the
following books:-

I. Pre-Primary education.

i} Khelte-Khelte- Shekha.

(4-5 years) i) Choluw Shikhar
Jannya Ek Shathay Kaj Kori
iii) Prashikhan Module

iv: Curriculum.

2. Non-formal basic education
(6- 10 yrs)

. Bangla Primer.

2. Ganit Primer,

3. Poribesh Porichiti

4. Bangla Primer Shahaika

5. Ganit Primer Shahaika

6. Shekkhokh Prashikhak
Manual

7. Supe

8. Curriculum
3. Adult literacy

1. Chetona-Primar 1st part.

'y 2nd Part.

S 3rd part

. Sikhak Sahaika 1st part

5 2nd part.

f 3rd part.

. Supervisors Man

8. Teachers Manual

Primers for the adolescents
age group (11-14 years) are
under preparation. It is
expected that in about the next
two months those will be

Manual

P Te

~ &

Integrated Non. for non
Education Programme Lite-
racy Programme Is being
both by Govt and
non-govt. with the above-----
rimers Under the adult
tmry programine a total of
459,000 learners have been
made literate in 1720 eentres
of 43 thanas directly by the
Government. Stmilarly 101
NGOs have literated 56395
illiterate persons through
2470 literacy centres.
In the current year adult
education is being introduced
among 4 1000 persons
83 NGOs. Upto June |
under the Infep a total of
8.37.000 person will be
imparted literacy through
govi & NGOs, At the pre-
primary level. on an
experimental basis, this year
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receive school preparedness
lessons through 5.25 centres

by 30 NGOs. At the primary
level 37 BOO are being made
literate by 33 NGOs in their
1220 centres.

At present district coordi-

.nators have heen appointed

for supervision of non formal
education at grass root jevel.
The district coordinators have
already joined and are
supervising « the field
achivities. The district
coordinators are responsible
for . the successful
implementaiton of the
programme run by both the
govt & NGOs. These district
coordinators are responsibie
for coordination of literacy
programme. running resource
centres to be established under
the literacy ecducaion
programme, training &
distribution of need based
education materials, coordi-
nation with the Deputy
Commissioners and TNO'$
and regularly sending reports
to the central office. For the
successful implementation of
mass literacy programmes
committees have been formed
at thana level under the TNO's
with all govt. officials of

nation building departments.
local representatives, teachers

guardian and persons

interested in education.
Besides, at the central level
steering committee has been
formed for interministrial
laison.

Social Mobilisation
Social Awdreness:
Under the auspices of the
Primary & Mass education
Division publicity activities
have been taken up through
all media units for creation of
social awareness for mass
lite racy sh Radio &
Bangladesh Television
produce regular programunes
on mass literacy.

There is scope for launching of
wide spread campaign for
lite-racy in this country where
the curse ol illiteracy is
prevailing through ages. Itis a
matter of satisfaction that the
present democratic govern-

ment is proceeding In this

maitter earnestly. It can not be

denied that in this complex &

vast undertakuing active
participation and tion
of prople of &l shades and

epiniens is essentially
rguired. Let us all take the vow
for education for all for the

survival ol the nation which.

will have to s depend on

skilled human resources

based on the technology of the

21st country.
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