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China calls Washington
‘hegemonic bully’

BEIJING, Sept 7: China
criticised the United States for a
third straight day Tuesday, call-
ing Washington a "hegemonic
bully” for forcing the search of
a Chinese freighter suspected of
carrying chemical weapons in-
gredients, reports AP.

A 10-day secarch of the
freighter Yin He failed to turn
up the chemicals, which the
United States said were bound
for Iran.

A commentary in The
People's Daily, the Communist
Party newspaper, said “"the
United States has once again
put up an inglorious show of a
‘world cop’ and revealed its true
look of a ic bully.”

The Chinese media have
carried out an all-out attack on

UN peacekeeper
from Cameroon
killed in
Cambodia

PHNOM PENH, Sept 7: A
United Nations peacekeeper
from Cameroon was killed
Tuesday when his vehicle ran
over a mine near the Angkor
temples in northwestern
Cambodia, a UN spokesman
said, reports AP.

The soldier was on patrol
with two other UN military ob-
servers. The mine exploded as
they were driving around a
small bridge a few kilometres
(miles) north of the temples in
Siem Reap province, said
spokesman Eric Falt.

the United States since the ship
inspection was completed
Saturday.

The incident highlights the
recent deterioration of Sino-US
relations, which already were
strained by disputes over hu-
man rights, trade and other
arms proliferation.

China's legislature, in a
statement released by the offi-
cial Xinhua News Agency, said
improved bilateral relations
"require more trust by the
United States ... and no more
troublemaking.”

"The United States must
change over to new ways, aban-
doning hegemonism and power
politics, undertaking to abide by
international laws and the
norms governing international
relations tn future international
contacts,” the legislature said.

The People’'s Daily commen-
tary said the US claims that the
Yin He was at least 24
containers of iglycol and
thionyl chloride, which can be
used to make mustard gas and
nerve toxins, " is nothing but
5ruund!_en and deliberated

It said the United States was
acting out of "ulterfor motives
... des to undercut our

international credibility
) undermine our friendly re-
lations with other countries.”

Both the commentary and
the legislature reiterated
China's that the United
States compensate for the
losses suffered by the Yin He.

"As this incident is the sole
making of the US it is therefore
logrical that the US shall bear all
the consequences,” the com-
mentary said.
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Yasser Arafat (R) hugs

President Hosni urnh (L) upn.n.an'ival to
Arouba Palace in Cairo Tuesday. Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Mussa voiced
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optimism after

talks with Arafat Monday that the accord of autonomy starting in the Gaza Strip and West
Bank town of Jericho would be signed around the target date.

— AFP photo

Maldives to

hold national

referendum

COLOMBO, Sept 7: Maldives
will hold a national relerendum
on October 1 1o confirm
President Maumoon Abdul
Gayoom's election by the coun-
try’s Parllament for another

five-year term, officials said to-
day, reports AFP.

Some 100,000 men and
women over the age of 2] years
will be eligible to vote either in
favour or against Gayoom who
has been President since com-
ing to power in 1978, officials
in the Maldives capital Male
said by telephone.

“The referendum will be on
Friday the first of October
which is a public holiday. We
expect the results to be known
in three (o four days because
ballot boxes must be trans-
ported from remote atolls,” an
official said.

Gayoom needs at least 51
per cent of the popular vote to
remain President in the tiny
Indian ocean atoll nation,
which has a population of
2,05,000 Sunni Muslims in-
habiting 202 of the 1,192 coral
islands across the equator.

At previous referendums,
Gayoom had polled over 80 per
cent of the “yes"” vote in sup-
port of his elections.

He was chosen as the sole
candidate for the job at a secret
ballot in the 4B-member
Parliament last month. He gar;
nered 28 votes, three more than

the required minimum.

NATO’s next leadership
- summit Jan 10

BRUSSELS, Sept 7: The
North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
sation (NATO) has pencilled in
-January 10 next year as the
date for its next leadership
summit to be held at NATO
headquarters here, officials said
today, reports AFP.

They said that the date
would be formally announced
after all 16 NATO counties had
endorsed it

US Secretary of State Warren
Christopher said last month
that the summit would concen-
trate on the alliance’s changed
role in the Post-Cold War era;
and on how to project security
into Ceéntral and Eastern
Europe.

He called for better coordina-
tion with such international or-
ganisations as the Unfited

Outlining the tasks of the
summit in an article published
by NATO's in-house ;
Christopher added: “We face no
more urgent security threat

than the }:otcnttnl spread of

weapons of mass destruction.”

On the Campaign by Poland,
H and other countries of
the former Soviet bloc to be-
come members of NATO, he
said: “At an appropriate time,
we may choose to enlarge NATO
membership. But that is not
now on the agenda.”

NATO leaders have often
cited Russian opposition as a
reason for keeping the new
democracies of Central and
Eastern Europe out of the US-
dominated alliance.

Russian President Boris
Yeltsin undercut this argument

Nations. The two bodies have
been criticised for their inability
to stop

the conflict In ex-
to Russian interests.”

Policeman shot dead in Egypt:
Suspected Muslim extremists Tuesday shot dead a plainclothes
policcman as he left his home in southern Egypt, police said,
reports AP from Egypt

Mohamed Younis died instantly, sald a police official,
speaking anonymously under departmental guidelines. The
gunmen gol away, and a scarch was mounted in Nckefla village
south of Assiut, 200 miles (320 km) south of Catro.

Police have been among the main targets of Muslim
extremisis secking to turn Egypt into an Islamic theocracy. The
radicals also have largeted foreign tourists and government
officials. Also, scores of uninvolved bystanders are among more
than 200 people killed in the violence over the past 20 months.

b
Attack on Russian border guards:
Russian border guards patrolling the Turkish-Armenian border
were fired upon late Monday from Turkey, the Itar-Tass news
agency reported Tuesday quoting Russian border officials In
Yerevan, AFP reports from Moscow.

Turkish forces had fired across the border into Armenia with
small-arms fire for the first time late Sunday but Ankara had
said only that shots had been fired in the air for a marriage.
Muslim Azeris are fighting with ethnic Armenians in Azerbaljan.

Three Israelis hurt in blasts:

Three fircbombs were thrown into the courtyard of a Jerusalem
hotel during a wedding on Monday, injuring three Israclis,
police said, Reuter reports from Jerusalem.

The victims, two women and a child, were only a slightly hurt
and were being treated by medics at the site.

Radical Palestinian groups opposed to an Isracli-Palestinian
settlement have vowed (o attack Israclis

Road mishap kills 41 in Vietnam:

Forty-one people died when their inter-cily bus was caught in a
flash Nood as 1t forded a stream in Quang Ninh province,
northern Victnam, the Vietnam News Agency [VNA) reported
yesierday, AFP says from Hanol.

The driver was among those killed in the August 30 disaster
Nineteen passengers survived.

“As the accident occurred al 2 am, rescue was very difficult,”
the agerncy said

- w e e
Filipino policeman killed:
Suspected Muslim separatist rebels ambushed a military jeep
in the southern Philippines, killing a policeman and wounding
five others, police said yesterday, Reuter reports from
Philipptnes

The policemen were attacked while driving along a mountain
road in Dinaig Maguindanao province, 900 km (560 miles)
south of Manila, on Monday.

Police sources said the attack was probably launched in

response v a military operation being conducted against rebels

and injured on Monday in separate attacks in Belfast, police
said, Reuter reports from Bellast

Three hooded men shot a8 man believed to be in |.s early 30s
in the west of the city as he sat in front of his home. Neighbours
said they heard |2 shots.

On the eastern outskirts of the city a 43 yearold man was
wounded when he was gunned down in the doorway of his

last month when he said In
Warsaw that Polish membership
of NATO would “not be counter

Fighting forces thousands
to flee central Bosnia

SARAJEVO, Sept 7: Thou-
sands of ctvilians are fleeing
their homes throughout central
Bosnia, on the run from battles
between Croat forces and
Bosnian government troops, UN
officials said Tuesday, reports
AP.

While the battlefield situa-
tion was relatively calm, the ef-
fects of the recent fighting were
evident: up to 10,000 Muslim

b refugees crowded the town of

Jablanica, while up to 2,800
Croats fled to Livno. .
Word of the latest refu

exodus came a day after UN of-
ficials claims of torture
and brutality made by Muslim
detainees freed last month from
two Bosnian Croat detention

A UN High Commissioner

for Refugee field worker saw
about 100 of the estimated 400

released inmates, She reported
chilling tales of terror and tor-
ture, beatings and random
shootings, bestial living condi-
tions and inmates drinking
their own urine to survive.

UNHCR spokesman Ray
Wilkinson, who relayed the re-
ports on Monday, said the
agency's filed representative
had urged that “the strongest
pressure be placed on Bosnian
Croat authorities™ regarding the
breaches of international law.

Croatian President Franjo
Tudjman sent a letter Monday
to Mate Boban, the Bosnian
Croat leader he has supported,
urging him to “respect human
dignity in all your actions, the
respect basic human rights and
values, and to most strictly ap-
ply international war and hu-
manitarian law.” &

UNHCR officials were told by

former detainees that up to
2,500 men, including teen-
agers, remained in one Croat
camp at Dretelj, south of
Mostar. The prisoners are kept
in five hangars and two am-
munition: storage tunnels in
barbaric conditions, the freed
Muslims said. '

UNHCR officials say they be-
lieve there are several other
Croat camps, holding an un-
known number of prisoners.

Aid convoys were again pre-
vented from reaching Jablanica,
which is jammed with up to
10,000 mostly Muslim refugees

lled from Croat territory,
Wilkinson said. Jablanica lies
between Sarajevo and Moster,
scene of heavy Croat-Muslim
fighting that has trapped
65,000 Muslims for months.

"We're still at the mercy of
the various authorities,” Wilkin-

son said. “As soon as they can
give us the basic guarantees of
safety, we'll send it (a convoy)
in.”

Wilkinson said in the past
week between 1,800 and 2,800
Croats had fled fighting around
the Croat-held town of Vares,
north of Sarajevo, and crossed
Bosnian Serb lines to salety.
They were taken by bus and
truck to Livno in Croat-held
western Bosnia, and two elderly
women died during the gruel-
ing, 48-hour journey, he said.

In addition, Wilkinson said
his agency was receiving reports
from central Bosnia of “Hun-
dreds, possibly thousands® of
Croats and Muslims moving
across the patchwork of front-
lines around the central town of
Fojnica, heading to arcas held
by their ethnic brethren.

Aideed's stronghold stormed

MOGADISHU, Sept 7: Two
US army rangers were slightly
wounded Tuesday in a pre-
dawn airborne assault on a
sus command and con-
trol center of fugittve warlord
Mohammed Farrah Aideed, re-
port AP.

About 50 of the elite
American troops stormed a
dozen bufldings within a walled
compound the size of a city
b at 2:30 am (2330 GMT),
engaging in several briel ex-
changes of gunfire with armed
Somall guards.

Two Somalis escaped after
being wounded and 17 others
were captured and detained for
questioning, said Capt. Tim
McDavitt, a UN military
spokesman_ He described them
as militamen.

McDavitt and other officials
would not say whether Aideed
was believed to be in the com-
pound at the time of the raid,
but acknowledged that no high
officials of the warlord's faction
were among the detainees.

The Somali National
Alliance, the political wing of
Aideed's clan-based militia,
claimed five unarmed civiians
were killed in the raid an 14
wounded.

That could not be indepen-
dently confirmed. UN officials
instated that r=ly adult males
were found in the compound,
most of them armed, when the
rangers afsaulted it from
Blackhawk helicopters.

A dozen helicopters were
used in the raid, including
Cobra gunships and small spot-

ter craft, .

The compound i{s near and
old military parade ground used
by Aideed's faction to stage al-
most weekly anti-American and
anti-United Nations demon-
strations. UN troops have come
under small arms fire in the
area on several occasions,

McDavitt said a number of
small arms were confiscated in
the raid, but declined to say
whether any communications

, documents or other evi-

was found to support the

suspicion the compound was a
command center,

The wounded rangers were
not identified, but McDavitt said
one was treated and released
from a military hospital and the
other was expected to be re-
leased later in the day.

Indian troops
kill 9 Kashmir
militants

SRINAGAR, India, Sept 7:
Indian border guards shot and
killed nine Muslim militants as
they attempted to cross the
India-Pakistan [rontier, police
said on Monday, reports Reuter.

A police spokesman In
Srinagar, the centre of a
Kashmiri revolt against Indian
rule, said a group of Muslim
rebels who tried to sneak across
the ceasefire line from neigh-
bouring Pakistan were asked to
surrender by the border guards.

The rebels instead opened
fire on the Indian troopers and
in the exchange of fire at least
nine Muslim rebels were killed,

he said.

GOP challenger to Democratic Gov, Mario Cuomo
world came crashing down with his arrest Nov.7, 1992,

The Baily Star 5
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Kidnapped girl
flees to safety

NEW SALEM (Pennsylvania) : An 11-year-old girl who was
kidnapped from a school bus-stop and tied to a tree for two
days, hnmg:dtuwﬂggkh:ncﬂﬁo-turdﬂ:b-kty. au-
thorities said, AFP.

Cassie Pennington escaped Sunday afternoon and after hid-
ing overnight among some weeds a few kilometres from where
she had been tied up, she called home Monday morning, her
mother Michaelene Pennington said.

"She seems like she's holding up a lot better than the rest of
us. We're amazed, just amazed at the strength she has,~”
Pennington said. ! :

Police have made no arrests.

Pennington said her daughter was kid at knife-point
by a man who was waliting in a car by her school bus-stop
Friday moming.

She said her daughter told her that she was driven to some
woods and left tied up to a tree. The man returned on
to say there were people searching for her, Pennington added..

The girl told her mother that at one point she could hear he-
licopters apparently from the search parties that were scouring

the area.

4,802 centenarians to

celebrate longevity

TOKYO : A record 4,802 Japanese 100 years or older will cel-

ebrate their long life this month, the government said Tuesday,
AP.

mh:;:nmcr of centenarians, which rose by 650 as of
Septem 1 from last September, was the in23
the Health and Welfare Ministry said. S dey

Women centenarians accounted for 3,850, or 80.4 per cent of
the total, and the top 12 centenarians were women, according to-
»A ministry report released in advance of the Respect for the
Aged national holiday on September 15.

Japan's oldest living resident, Tane [kai, {s 114 years old.
She lives at a home for the aged in Nagoya, central Japan.

Ja of both sexes have the world's longest average life

AJa femalé born in 1992 can expect to live

82.22 years, while men in Japan are likely live 76.11 years, ex-
perts say.

According to the Population Research Institute of Nithon
University, Japanese 65 or older are expected to total 21.6 mil-
lion or 17 per cent of the nation's population in the year 2000.

Chinese gets $1,750 in

noise-pollution suit

BEWING: A man who fell sick due to incessant industrial
noise has been paid 10,000 yuan (1,750 dollar} in compensation
in what is being called China's first noise-pollution suit, reports
Reuter.

Zhang Chaunliang of the northern city of Harbin lived in a
rented a t above a company pump house, and first feit
sick in 1988 after the co brought new, noister machines.

"At times he suffered pains and light fever, with weak-
ness in his legs. Sometimes, he was unable to walk,” the official
China Daily said on Monday.

The Court's verdict attributed Zhang's fliness to “the -
sure of long-term nofse” and ordered he be mntpen-lur:l.!
newspaper said.

Judge acts like :

crazy lover
MANHASSET, N Y: The former chiel fudge of the state’'s high

court, his career in ruins and a jail term pending said

Wednesday his bizarre Lthreats against his former lover were a
sick attempt to win her back, reports AP.
Sol Wachtler was considered a briliant jurist and a ible

his

He was charged with extortion and other crimes for waging a

harassment campaign against Joy Slflverman, a Manhattan so-
cialite, and her 14-year-old daughter.

Wachtler, 63, began
their four-year affair.

the campaign alter Silverman ended

He has pleaded guilty to a felony count of sending a letter
containing a threat to kidnap Silverman's daughter.

Italy to delay pullout
from Mogadishu

ROME, Sept 7: Italy agreed
Monday to delay #s pullout

from Mogadishu after a Somali
ambush killed seven Nigerian
UN troopa, an incident that
sharpened Rome's rift with
Washington over peacckeeping
efforts in Somalia, reports AP,

The last few hundred troops,
part of a 2,400-member Italian
contingent, were to be out of
Mogadishu by Tuesday but will
now stay indefinitely as a result
of a UN request, an army
spokesman said on condition of
anonymity.

Defense Mintster Fabio
Fabbri rejected charges his
troops failed to help the
Nigerians, members of a more-

red contingent who were at-
" tacked as they prepared to re-
place the Italians.

Italy also replaced its com-
mander in Somalia on Monday
afternoon, saying it was a nor-
mal rotation. But the move fol-
lowed calls by UN and US offi-
clials that Gen. Bruno Loi be
removed hw-ﬁ:

-tough policy against
furlnrﬂ ':ah-med Farrah
Aideed.

Gen. Carmine Firore who as-
sumed command, has praised
Loi's work.

Italy, backed by Germany,
Arab and African countries, has
pressed for talks with Aideed
supporters

MPs from C'wealth states call
for jt action on human rights

LIMASSOL, Cyprus, Sept 7:
Parlfament members from Co
mmonwealth states on Tuesday
urfed joint action to confront
major international problems
like human rights viclations,
environmental hazards and

poverty, reports AP,

The call was made by several

at the inaugural ses-

sion of the annual conference of

the Commonwealth Parliamen-

tary Association, grouping Bri-

ain and its former colonies and
dependencies.

"] propose that we work to-
gether to develop our won
Commonwealth Sustainable

t Agenda,” Cyprus
President Glafcos Clerides told
ts from 50 Common-

wealth nations.

"We could develop this
agenda in the best tradition of
Commonwealth solidarity, co-
operating in good faith, and
considering that peace, respect
for human rights, development
and environmental protection
are interdependent and indivis-
fhie,” Clerides said.

"It is now accepted that some
countries the flouting of
human is and blame it on

ancother speaker, Baroness
Lynda Chalker, Britain's minis-
ter of state for foreign and
Commonwealth affairs and
overseas development

Several speakers from devel-
oping African and Asian states

3 Vietnamese
immigrants

killed in US

PENSACOLA (Florida), Sept
7: Three members of a Vietn-
amese immigrant family were
stabbed to death allegedly by a
suspect arrested a short time
later, police said Monday,
reports AFP. '

The victims included a
mother and her two children,
girls aged eight and 11, were
slashed and in critical condi-
tions.

A neighbour in the CG'TAE
community, Steve Vatsolakis,

said the injured children ran to
his house after the attack.

Vatsolakis said he went to
the house and found the walls
covered with blood.

Police released few details
about the killings, and the mo-
tive was unclear.

said the association should
strive to eliminate what they
called "double-standards” fre-
quently adopted by the United
Nations in dealing with interna-
tional problems and the imple-
mentation of Security Council
resolutions. These issues will be
discussed separately during the
four-day conference.

Cypriot pariiament deputy
Alecos Markides cited the oocu-
pation of north Cyprus by
Turkey which in 1974 as
"an example of double-stan-
dards.”

"While the UN liberated
Kuwait from Iragi occupation it
has yet to ensure implementa-
tion of Security Council resolu-
tions calling for the withdrawal
of the Turkish occupation
troops from Cyprus®, he said.

"Any nation invading another
nation should be more than
roundly condemned. There
should L United Nations action
against it, as the UN d 1t
could do In the case of Kuwait,”
said Elias Chipimo, the leader
of the Zambian delegation.

“It is not enough to meet and
talk about these issues, we
musi use our influence to put
mm-cw.ﬂf

Children listed to the teacher in their fi

mmmmmm

.....

P

. clﬂllﬂlr

the summer break Monday in a classroom still decorated with
a portrait of former President of Yugoslavia, Marshal Josip

Broz “Tito”, in a school in Sarajevo.

— AFP pheto

Jackson in Japan
on ‘Dangerous’

concert tour

FUKUOKA (Japan), Sept 7:
Michael Jackson arrived in
Japan Tuesday for the fourth ’
leg of his worldwide "Dang-

erous’ concert tour, and a
convoy ol shrie fans tailed
him straight from airport to

an amusement park, reports
AP.

Jackson, surroundet by sev-
eral bodyguards, was rushed
from the exit into a bbs
that wh him away.

*That was terrible,” cried a
hysterical young woman, one of
about 150 fans, many of whom
had waited at the airpoert for
about eight hours. "1 could
barely see him. He left s0

quickly.”

But some 25 taxis filled with
reporters and fang followed
Jackson's bus “;-:k two-hour
trip to the theme

When the bus stopped for
highway toll booths, women put

Fukuoka, 900 kilometres
miles) southwest of Tokye on
's southern

Japan's main tsland of
‘,h::;nnmuntththﬂ

minute plans to make a short
stopover in Tokyo.



