Nawaz Sharif sacrificed two and
half of his remaining term
of , and agreed to new

role phy‘lng indirectly
make the army the ‘'king
maker'? No, said Aziz. Pakistan
army has certain influence
which one cannot ignore. But in
this instance, it-uu-ulh
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Democracy now stronger
than ever in Pakistan

m-:-rgmenthe democratic pro-

Ahnut the elections,
the Muslim League leader felt
quite optimistic. He said that
his party’s approach was to ask
for continuity, rather than new
mandate. Whole set of dramatic
changes and reforms were

interrupted by the President's
action. "Now we want a re-
newed chance to finish the un-
finished work. If those policies
were good for Pakistan, as was
evident by the dramatic im-
provements in the economy,
then we should be re-elected to
thoncclum"

Aziz said that, .it is for the
first time in 23 — mean-
ing after the election of 1970,
followed by the birth of
Bangladesh —sthat the Pakis-
tan Muslim was contest-
ing the elections under its own
party banner, "This time we are
not going for any alliance, but
for adjustment of seats.” What
is the difference? "For example
ANP (Awami National Party) led
by Wali Khan in NWFP (North
West Frontier Province) is our
partner in this election. It will
contest in 10 seats, under its
own banner, where we
will not put up any candidate.In
this ' manner we have made
‘adfustment’ in 30-35 seats. For

‘asFeature;

— A 71Z
the rest, we will contest on our
own. In the alllance system,
when there is differences of

nion on some, issues — say
the Gulf War— some part-
ners quit, and the alliance be-
comes smaller. "As it happened
with us in the IJI (Islamic
Jamhuriya Ittehad] alliance.
Now we will know our s
If others join, then we bm:rn'rc

The PML s going to the polls
on the platform of making Islam
the focal point of national unity,
with the Islamic principles of
social justice receiving high
priority in the future policies of
the government.

Arziz explains that according
to Islamic Principles, one's
"Janaza" is not proper, if he or
she leaves behind debt. This

ple could be used to col-
lect bank debts, taxes etc. The
Islamic Principle of helping the
poor as an obligation is su
to the western principle of
“charity”. The idea is to use the
Islamic principles to bulld a

pmgrunwe and just society in

Tl‘m is also the objective of
democracy. For

thtl. all in the pre-
sent Constitution that under-
mine thq- supremacy of the par-
liament wlll be amended, in-
cluding abolishing floor cross-
ing. Wil I.htr: be attempt to

and Sharif. It was his last dismissal that
al disaster. The overtu
harif's reinstatement, eflective
in a confrontation course that made army
"Honest-Broker,” and not
negotiated an a

the role of an

m:r: ]gztlga.rh'lg
ani, Member of
D to attend the BNP council session.

replace

and

cut the power of the President?

"Any provision that challenges
the supremacy ol the parlia-
ment, will be changed,” Axziz
repeats. What about the

of the President? "We will spell
out our policy later. That is our
negotiating point. We do not
want to show our hand at this
stage,” the PML leader replied.

As for the chances of win-
ning, Aziz seems to have a lot of
faith in Nawaz Sharif's popular-
ity. He said he is more popular
now than he has been ever be-
fore. Ghulam Ishaq's action,
and the subsequent ruling by
the Supreme Court, and the
decision by Sharif to sacrifice
the remainder of his term so
that the political crisis is re-
solved; all this has added pres-
tige to Sharif. His leadership
m:ﬂth: have now been tested

the crisis. His popular-
ity will be a big factor in the
election.

The fact n}the matter is that
Nawaz Sharif was a product of
the former President's manipu-
lation.It was Ghulam Ishaq
Khan who handpicked Sharif to
Bhutto in 19980.
However it is also true that
Nawaz Sharif gradually became
his own person as he began to
resent the President’s overbear-
ing role. It is the Su Court

judgement that has catapulted

Sharif to the height of his popu-
larity. Whether this sudden rise
in public appeal will carry him
through the elections, is some-
thing that everybody is watch-

of the dismissal

of the SAARC we, In
as the democratic institutions held firnm and the
a political solution, rather than an extra-constitutional one.

n order to get a feel of how the two

ing with utmost curiosity. ;

Ghulam Ishaq Khan, as the President of Pakistan, had the unique record of
three prime ministers in the last five years — Junejo, Benazir,
brou ht Pakistan to the brink of
the Supreme Court, and
put the President and the Prime Minister
possibility.
- - e ?s ithdld SO

en in the past, the greeme ca or the res-
ignation of both lah%an and Sharif, and the holding of new elections
under a caretaker government.
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IE name [spahani is well

known in the subconti-

nent. This family's role in
the Pakistan movement, and in
the subsequent economic deve-
lopment of erstwhile Pakistan is
also well known, With the birth
of Bangladesh, a part of the
family has remained here and
made significant contribution in
our development. The other
part, has played its part in the
growth of Pakistan. Now, a pro-
minent member of this rene-
wned family, has entered the
complex world of politics in
Pakistan. Zia lspahani is a
member of Benazir Bhutto
Pakistan Peoples’ (PPP), Party
and belongs to a core group
that deals with media and pol-
fcy formulation of the party. He

recently represented his party
at the BNP Council Session.

Zia is suave, highly sophisti-
cated person and has all the-
hall marks of a leading en-
trepreneur. So what was he
doing in politics? "Trying to serv
my people,” he said. He got into
this turbulent world, as a result
of his admiration for Air
Marshal Asgar Khan. "He was
full of good ideas, and | became
attracted because of my own
idealism.” But as t usdally
happens, good people are un-
able to turn thejr good ideas
into eflective political pro-
grammes. That is what hap-
pened to Air Marshal Mga.r

desh, heaved a sigh
power crisis veered towards

parties — PML and PPP —

for the crucial :hcumu ANAM, Executive Editor of
Star talked to Sartaj Aziz, General Secretary of PML, and Zia
edia Cell of PPP, during their recent visit to

of reltef

popularity.
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Corruption will be a critical
issue in this election

Khan. "So | joined the Pakistan
Peoples’ Party (PPP) in 1989
which is the only mass based
progressive party in Pakistan.”
Zia was emphatic in his view
that Nawaz Sharif, In con-
nivance with former President
Ghulam Ishagq Khan, toppled
Benazir Bhutto's government in
1990. He did not utter the
words, but impled, that Sharif's
government was ({llegitimate,
and what he got, was coming to
him. But wasn't Benazir's role
unethical? After all, she was
supporting a Presidential action
which was later found to be flle-
gal by the Supreme Court. Zia's
reply was clear. Benazir sup-
ported the move because that
was the only way of ensuring
new clections in Pakistan. The
PPP joined the interim govern-
ment because it wanted fresh
elections. That was the only
reason. To us in Bangladesh, it
appeared that Benazir was a bit
too eager to get into the gov-
ernment. But as Zia explained
"“if Nawaz Sharif stayed in
power, he would not have per-
mitted a free and fair election.”
So is it the position that end
justifies means — however un-
ethical the means may be?

Bag‘matl: Eplsode of aDying River
by Inam Ahmed, back from Nepal

m
Ghats and tempies built along the river crumbled down becaouse of sand minding. With heaps of
muam*mmmmwﬂcmawmmmmmﬁn over these
refigious piaces. The bilissful grace of the river has gone and only dirt and filth has taken over. Instead
of devotees, hogs and dogs roam the stinking rubbish.

eters from Kathmandu city,
were balffled to find their
agricultural land beside the

Bagmati river littered with

plastic bags, bottles, animal
carcasses and what not.
did not know where all these
wastes and litters came from,
nor did they know how these
were originated.
Journalists coming from the
flood affected Sharlai area re-
that the farmers were
weeding out the wastes
that originated in the capital
.city of Kathmandu. Then
washed down by the flgod water
of Bagmati river into the village.
“The city dwellers have been
contaminating the Bagmati
river over the years on such a
scale that it is no more a river

that contains plastic, chemicals,
loldmhqndmdyu
and everything,” Huta Ram
Baidya, the vice-president of

now, fust a stream of pollution [ &5

Save Bagmat{ an or-
ganisation to highlight the
plight of the dying river said.

The effect had been on agri-
culture, health and the religious
culture of the

Walking down the river at
T

city t
that one becomes aware of is
the strong foul odour coming
out of the blackish water.

The usual scenario panora-
ma of a river bank is absent
here. Instead, heaps of rotting
animals’ intestines and throw-
aways encounter the eyes.

of all kinds is strewn

and dirty black hogs
ru-mtltﬂlth.

The Bagmati, the holiest
of Nepal which is belfeved

to have nﬂglmttd from the

-pench Lord Shiva, now lies

M‘lt use of the pollution
of Kathmandu city.

“The condition of the
Bagmati shows the state of pol-
lution in Kathmandu, because
it causes all the

the that
ution in the river, the vil-

increased to an esti-
six lakhs or above in
199]. It s now thought to be a

full milon. Bu} facilities have
not been built to treat the waste
of this expanding city. “The lone

waste treatment plant at
Chovar, about ten kilometers
from the city 18 now ino

as lines coming into the plant
have become choked”, Dixit
said, "the people linked their
sewerage lines fllegally to storm
drains thus allowing the
wastes the holy Bagmati”.

According to a report on
Bagmati Basin Water Managem-
ent Strategy and Investment
Programme drafted recently, the
waste water volume generated
in the basin amounts
to some 54 million litres per
day, which has a total pollution
load of five tonnes. But the city
people are not the main victims
of this pollution, victims are the
people living at the river bank
at Chovar, because it is here, at
the turn of the the
water is most polluted. "We
used to drink water from the
river and cook meals only about
ten years ago,” said Gaurl
Mathema, a middle aged villager
of Chovar Gonesh, "but as the
water became more and more

dirty, it is no more possible to
use the water during the dry

season it upsets our stomach.”

The villagers have also
abandoned bathing in the
Bagmati because "it causes di-
arrhoea and scabbies”, as Mad-
hab Kumar, another villager

says.

As the water became pol-
luted, fish population declined.

The report on
identified that 13 s
fish, half the total number, that
once lived in the river do no
more exist now. Madhab Kum-
ar, standing beside the river

Bagmati has
pecies of

said, "We often on the
river for fish for the children.
But, you see, | had not been to
the river for fishing in the last
two . Not that it matters

much, as we can scldom catch
fish now-a-days.”

Bagmati is a source of
irrigation for the villagers. They
set up handpumps to lift the
surface water from the river for
their paddy fields. The villagers
do not h.nnw whether the pnl
huted witer of the Bagmati had
any effect on their crops. But
many complained that produc-
tivity has gone down over the
years. "Sometimes, the sheafs of
the paddy dry up and turn red,”
Ravi Thapa, another villager of
Gokarna village said, "we do not

know why."
The city dwellers have not
the river,

stopped at pollutin
they have gone to extent of

%
1
;

yet
the damage has been done”.

"As the river bed is over-ex-
ploited, down,” Huta
Ram Baidya says, sheddin
light on another kind of disaster
caused by the exploitation of
the Bagmati, "Now a number of
bridges crossing the river have
become weak and some of them
even crumbled down.”

Mining of sand in the
Bagmati has alsp posed as a
serious threat to irrigation in
the villages. The villagers, often
too poor to afford any mecha-
nised {rrigation, used to dig
canals from the rivers and frri-
gate by gravity flow from river

intakes.

But now as river bed has

. to take bath in the dirty

gone down, such simple meth-
ods no longer work, as has
ha in case of the veg-
etable farmers in Thimi, a small
village off Kathmandu. Farmers
now have to use diesel pumps
for tfrrigation, but all farmers
cannot afford it. The pollution of
the Bagmati has recently be-
come a major concern for the
city as well as the rural dwellers
because of its religious value.
The people take bath in the holy
river to "wash away their sins
and to have blessings of the
gods.”

As decomposed bodies of
dogs, cows and other animals
float in the watet, devotees have
waler.

Ghats and temples built
along the river crumbled down
because of sand minding. With
heaps of wastes around, the
temples have been derelicted
and homeless people have
taken over these religious
places. The blissful grace of the
river has gone and only dirt and
filth has taken over, Instead of
devotees, hogs and dogs roam
the stinking rubbish.

With the pollution of the

Bagmati increasing day by day,*

people are becoming hurt sen-

timentally and the government
is in a fix how to cope up with

~ the pollution. Very recently, it

has taken up a programme to
clear the Bagmati water.

"But it needs a lot of money
and the government does not
have {t", says Ajoy Dixit,
"moreover, there are no magic
solutions. We can bufld a lot of
treatment plants, but again,
where is the money?”

"Ihl: more crucial question to

roblem is the management
treatment plants. In the

puL the government had fafled
to maintain the plant at Chovar.

"Law enforcement in the city
is weak.,” says Dr Shree
Gavinda Shah, pmidcnt of

lack oo I'l'llfll
is ]
me:'lt and "Lmttt#:]nc?rﬁn sa-
tional set ups are rickety. These

€ must be strengthened first, be-

fore any plants are set up.
Otherwise, people would con-
tinue to pollute the river, and in
the end villagers at Chovar, who
do not knowingly pollute the
water, would remain as the in-
nocent victims.”
Consequently, when another
flood will occur, the villagers at
Sharlai are likely to see another
on-rush of wastes and Hltters
from places they do not know.

This feature was prepared by

the writer under a Panos
Institute fellowship in Nepal.

— Ispahani

According to Zia, Benazir's ac-
tion was fully justified given
Nawaz Sharil's record of broken
pledges and unethical be-
haviour. Shartf was himself the
product of illegal removal from
power ol Benazir. But does one
wrong action justify another?
NO, it does not, Zia said. But
continued that Benazir's was
not a wrong or unethical action.

Regarding PPP chances In
the election, Zia felt that Nawaz
Sharifs record in office would
do him in. The country was on
the verge of bankruptcy. When
Shartl was diamissed, as was
stated by the carctaker Prime
Minister. So who bankrupted
the country? PPP was out of
power since 1990, The finger is
elearly pointed at the direction
of Sharil. Then there is the
question of widespread corrup-
tion. According to Zia, the gov-
ernment of Sharil was thor-
oughly corrupt, and the people
of Pakistan have got totally tired
of corruption.

Corruption would be one of
the main reasons why the peo-
ple would reject Sharifl in the
coming election, Zia asserted.
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Shartl during the last crisis,
called the Chadda Muslim
League. Except for these two
small parties, PPP was virtually
on its own.

Like Sartaj Aziz, Zia Ispahant
also seemed to put a lot of [aith
on the personal popularity of
his party boss. "There is no
question that Benazir is the
most popular politiclan in the
country today. She is a great
crowed puller, and can defeat
Nawaz Sharifl in a face to face
debate anytime.”

There is no question that
Chulam Ishaq Khan mantpu-
lated Benazir's fall, and orches-
trated the rise of Nawaz Sharif
But tronically, it is the same
Ishaq Khan that caused Sharifs
government to fall. Will people
remember Benazir's f[ate in
Ishag Khan's hands, or that of
Shartl, which happened much
later, Which way will the sym-
pathy vote go ? How much

da d was caused by
Bhutto's opportunistic be-
haviour during the crisis.

But the claim Zia makes
about PPP being a far more or-
ganised party, has a lot of
merit. It will be PPP's perfor-
mance in the crucial province of
Punjab — Nawaz Sharifs home
ground — that will make the
crucial differerice. In 1988 elec-
tion when Benazir came power,
she won a majority in Punjab
for the National Assembly,
seats, but lost out to Sharil in

the provincial assembly elee-

uﬂ!o how is PPPs prospect in
Punjab? Zia gave the usual
‘thumbs-up' reply, without
spelling out the reasons. PPP's
support, from the break away
ML faction, will count for a lot.
But Chadda-Muslim League, as
that faction is called, could not
make too much dent on the
PML, and its influence is not
likely to be significant.

The election will finally prove
whether the crowd Benazir

What about corruption of pulls to her meeting, she will be

the Bhutto family, especially all

able to bring to vote for her.
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Baby Rhinos will Sfay Home

ANY ol the Asian one-haor-

ned rhinos now in Euro-

pean and North Ameri-
can zoos were taken away from
their wildlife sanctuaries in
Nepal while still calves.

Now, worried by herds de-
pleted by poaching, Nepal has
decided to need its practice of
giving away the'infant animals
as gifts to other countries.

Instecad, the babies will be
left to grow into adults in the
grasslands they were born.
Zoologists have been alarmed
by the government’s generosity,
and say this is croding the
gene-pool for the rare animals.

aphrodisiac properties.

Asian rhino has only one hurn
and is slightly smaller and more
docile than the African black
rhino.

The last remaining Asian
rhinos are found in the grass-
land fringes of jungles in South
and South-east Asia,

*Yes, we have recetved a let-
ter asking us to start necessary
action on the application,” con-
firms Dr Tirtha Man
director general of Nepal’ s
Department of National Parks
and Wildlife Conservation.

"l agree that giving rhinos as
gifts must stoop and we will

#

ln Asfan Development Bank
(ADB)- funded irrigation project
on the cast Rapti river is also
creating problems.
Conservationists say plans to
replace traditional irrigation
systems with concrete struec-
tures will disturb the ground
waterlevel that will eventually
affect the grasslands in which
the rhinos thrive.

Government oflicials say
they will conduct a country-
wide rhino census in the au-
tumn. '

In the first half of this cen-
tury before migrants moved in

e
_‘

Worried by depleting herds, Nepal will stop giving
baby rhinos away as gifts to overseas zoos. Binod
Bhattarai reports for Inter Press Service.

Nepal's (wenty-filth gift
rhino, a fecmale calf, left lor
Germany  in Jate June.
According to rcports, the au-
thoritics are processing, per
haps for the last time, a British
z00's request for a baby rhino.

"We just don’t know exactly
how many more rhinos we have
and hence we need to stop giv-
ind them away,” says Nepalf
zoologist Pr Yonzon.

According to his  rough
calculations, Nepal has lost
more rhinos to zoos abroad
than to poachers between 1980
and 1992,

This prompted a concerned
zoologist to write to Nepal's
Prime Minister Girfja Prasad
Koirala to stop giving away rhi-
nos as gifts.

Koirala's office acted quickly
and instructed the Forest
Ministry to take action to pro-
tect the pachyderm thal roams
the foothills of the Himalaya.
The Astan rhino, like its African
cousifn, has been hunted for its
born which is believed to have

soon be working out a policy to
do lu

rvey in Nepal's best-
kmwn nntiunll PII’E the Royal
Chitwan, some 100 kms south

of Kathmandu, shows it has

lost 102 rhinos in last 12
While more than half the
died natural deaths, 22 per cent
were killed by poachers and 23
per cent were either sold or pre-

sented to visiting heads of state.
Every year since 1990, two
rhinos been given away to

government abroad as gifts.
"I am not against giving

away rhinos as such but we
| a biological basis for doing
this,” argues Yonzon. “We
should know how many we
have and how many we need”.

Many Nepall wildlife experts
say the Chitwan rhinos are bat-
tling to stay alive.

Indeed, they are seriously
considering translocation as a
solution to the problems con-
fronting Chitwm wl'nr: hrﬂu
of the par
been plund:rnd lor l't and

i
and cleared the forests, the
thick tropical jungles along
Nepal's southern border were
home to huge herds of rhinos.
But chers and hunters
brought the population of rhi-

nos in Chitwan down to a mere
45 in the 1960s,

The rhino was saved [rom
extinction by the government’s
decision in the early seventies
to set up the Royal Chitwan
National Park, which was
strictly patrolled by the Nepali

Safe from poachers, the
number of rhinos increased to
350 in 1987 when the last cen-
sus as laken. According to
wildlife experts, there are only
about I,Eg rhinos left in the
wild in South and South-east
Asia.

CITES, the Conventional on
International Trade In
Endangered Species of wild
fauna and flora which came
into force in July 1975, lists
rhinos as a species threatened
with extinction.



