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Reviewing the Canals
“Canal d m%pmgramme 1 ng behind tar-
a

ﬁ.“ so said a Daily Star hea on Monday.
at target? We are sure, barring possibly a very
select a

esoteric few, no one in the nation ever
knew what was targetted to be achieved

this
¢ — in national terms. The above -
vation comes from a report understandably evalu-

.unq' the performance so far of the -
by the Planning Commission. It sgnu d be this

which must have been told about the target.
the nation would be terribly interested to know
about that in brasstack terms — of trrigation and
crop gains, solving wnterloggtn%. helping communi-
cation, contributing to general fertility and regener-
ation of land and figh desertification, etc, etc.
There could once be a of thought in this land
of dying rivers that networks of freshly cut canals
joining the main arteries of water or big reservoirs
to runn rivers ¢could prove helpful in a rather
hopeless situation.
ut the thought, if there was indeed one, was
put into action before it was seriously thrashed b{
the best rl;ifdrulngical, hydrographical, ecologica
agricultu

the nation.
"~ At a time when the government's number one

duty was to create jobs and put adult manpower to

gaml'ul employment — jobless people were now to
ig canals for notling better than a ible in-
crease in the yields of the acres owned by the opu-

lent ones in the village. It didn't click and food-for-
work was called in to save the situation.

In the absence of a nationally devised integrated
pro 1e on the principle that even a cubic cen-
timetre of water coursing through any kind of wa-
terway — was in fact one single body of water in-
volving world's three mightiest _rivers and the
wettest region of the globe, canals were to be dug
purely on locally arrived-at priorities. And these
priorities, more often than not, were fixed on con-
siderations of satisfying the greed of the most pow-
erful in thegrea.

Whatever good, howsoever small, could accrue
locally was set at nought by the above. If the canals
were dug deep enough and if the rivers or reser-
voirs feeding them were full of water round the
year, canals could do a lot of good which is what
they are dug for. There was no guaranteeing either
of these, but canals continued to be cut. A telltale
consequence was the fate of President Ziaur
Rahman's dream canal at Ulashi Jadunathpur.

It was that late-lamented President Rahman who
thought up this grand scheme Supposedly more to
electrify a distraught nation into action and unity
and also to make town-dwelling bureaucrats and
politicians to gﬂ down to the villages and imbibe a
sense of kinship with the rural realities and their
hapless victims — than possibly in tation of
an effective answer to the dwindling volume of
river-water, -

Our Prime Minister's harking back to a pro-

amme that never yielded sterling results may

ave been prompted by equally political considera-
tions with an additional helping of sentimental rea-
mn}?. Now H]:f F"l:ammf Commission has come up
with an eva n_ of the programme that will be |
revieweq by ig um Zla in a day or mﬂﬁtﬂﬂings of
that rvim to confirm long-held reservations
about the programme some of which are enumer-
ated above. We are happy that some responsible
agency has spoken out on the inadequacies and prob-
lems of a dearly pet of a government programme. If
the Prime Minister can rise above sentiments and
the temptation of politicking with water and can
broach the programme pragmatically, it can be
saved from degenerating into a regular nuisance.

It would not be out of place to recall the wisdom
of Wilcox who had said the ancient Bengalees were
the best water managers in the world and they
lhm:ﬁhl it criminal to tamper with coursing water
and depended wholly, for i{rrigation, on rain water
reservoirs and dyk of excess flood waters. The
government of late has turned its attention on
redigging derelict tanks and ponds. This is a posi-
me?ﬂ} ocod work and one hopes this would be ex-
tended to include excavation of thousands of new
tanks and pords. How wonderful would it really be
if the whole material and political drive spent on
the dublious canals were channelized to this one
fail safe way out-of our water quandary.

L § ’
Singapore Election

Yet another election, this one for choosing an ex-
ecutive president with expanded powers over fiscal
matters, has come and gone. Now, it will be busi-
ness as usual in the tiny but one of the most afflu-
ent republics in Asia, Singapore.

Or perhaps not quite. Ong Teng Cheong, who
resigned as the deputy prime minister of the gov-
ernment to contest the polls as the ruling party's
preferred candidate has, as expected, won the race,
the only other contestant being Chua Kim Yeow, a
banker, who was said tobe up in the race to give
certain legitimacy to the election. The saddest part
of the exercise was that less than two weeks before
the polis, two prominent opposition candidates
were disqualified by the election committee on the
ground that thely both failed to meet "standards of
integrity, experience and ability."

Now, many people, inside S re and outside,
have been wondering what t have happened if
any of the two candidates had been allowed to exer-
cise his democratic right of staying on in the race.

This speculation arises from the fact that winner
(Qng has won 58.7 per cent of valid votes, with his
relatively unknown rival Chua taking as much as
41.3 per cent. This marks another fall in the votes
cast in the polls for the ruling People’s Action
(PAP), declining from 75.55 per cent in the 1980,

vely down to 59.31 in the 1991 election.

Goh Chok Tong, the pragmatic prime minister of
the city state, regards the vo outcome of the
last week's presidential election as one reflecting
"the growing maturity of the electorate.” Many
hardliners within the ruling party, perhaps even
Le€e Kuan Yew, now a senior minister in the Goh
cabinet, may not necessarily agree. They may look
at the result with concermn.

Singapore s anything but a one p state.
However, with the total control exercised by PAP
over the parliament — and now also over the office
of the executive president — the republic is very
much in a "one party situation.” The country's
phenomenal economic progress remains un-
matched by contemporary political changes, evok-
Ing criticisms outside and discontent among the
professional classes and the new generation. The
City state must indeed move towards a genuine
multi-party democracy that allows an increasing
number of opposition candidates to sit in the par-
liament. How this can be done should be the main
concern of the ruling party, preferably before the
next parliamentary election due in 1995.

and geographical expertise available in

lﬂnﬂl:hi is Varsha
Paryi brought out
Bangla Academy hll:.
This almanac econlirms my
belief that there is
nothing special about any
month or any sign of the fodiac.
Greal men were born and they
died without showing any
marked to any of the
twelve months of the year. It
must be a sheer coincidence
that the death of three of our
greatest men — and men dear-
est to the heart of our people —
happened - in the month of
August: Rahindranath's on the
8th, Shaikh Mujibur Rahman's
Nagzrul Islam’'s
on the 20th. That the same
month saw the death of Dan
and the birth of Goethe, not to
mention many other deaths and
births, all worthy of eelebration,
does not trouble our parochial
mind. As a people we have our
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| modest share ol greatness and

we are fully preoccupied with
what is ours.

increasing force. ‘And this was
evidenced this time all over
Bangladesh, and particularly in

m this was routine. wﬂ.:

was outside the August routine
was a series of political happen-
ing, three to be se. First,
Awami League a mammoth
public meeting on the 20th
August, in which a series of
resolutions were adopted. The

OPE has become the

new word pampe-

red in Libe-
ria, where a ceasefire is still
holding. The ceasefire, in effect
since 1st August, is part of a
general peace accord signed on
25 July under the auspices of
the United Nations, Economic
Community of West African
States (ECOWAS) and
Organisation of African Unity
(CAU).

The three main factions in
the country — Amos Saywer's
Interim Government of National
Unity (IGNU), Charles Taylor's
National Patriotic Front of
Liberia (NPFL) and Alhaji
Kromah's United Liberation
Movement for Democracy in
Liberia (ULIMO) — have ini-
tialed the accord. Although sev-
eral peace accords signed in the
Rut‘ have collapsed, there are
hﬁ l'.:suﬁ rEF-nEs-th“ one will

'On August 15 the threefac-
tions met in Cotonou, capital of
Benin and announced the
names of a five-member Council
of State which will administer
the country for six months
pending general and presiden-
tial elections in February 1994,

" As part of the accord, each
faction nominated a member to
the Council of State and two
others were selected from a
group of nine ,"eminent”
Liberians nominated by the
three factions.

In the ‘end, IGNU sided with
ULIMO and voted out the NPFL
nominees, thus g IGNU
and ULIMO two members each
on the Council of State. The
NPFL, the dominant faction still
controlling about 70 per cent of
the country, ended up with just
one member on the Council.

This pattern of voting has re-
inforced the fears of NPFL's
sup rs of an "unholy "al-,
liance” between IGNU and

' Sir, We the students of
Dhaka University have no full-
fledged hospital where we can

t full time residential medical
acflities. In Dhaka University,
there {s a small-size medical
centre. But this medical centre
is not enough to meet our
needs. Even doctors remain ab-

‘| sent sometimes. There are only

a few general practitioner physi-
cians and no specialist in this
centre. At the medicine counter,
only common tablets are
available. There is no provision *
for pathological test and x-ray
facilities. Though Dhaka
University is the largest

medical centre is in a very poor
condition.

[, therefore, urge and hope
that the present democratic

g:ltmm:nt would set up a 400-
full-fledged hospital in
Dhaka University. This will re-

ally be a boon to the entire stu-
dent community,

Nafis Ahmed
Bangladesh-Japan Students
Association, DU ;

Menace 'to civil life?

Sir, Menace to civil life are
not the hawkers on the streets
feeding their dependents by
their labour and, without any
institutional inancing. The real
city menace are:

1) Poor city drainage and
sanitation

2) Too few traffic lights, with
cars or buses having least re-
spect for these traflic lights.

3] No modern pedestrian
crossings

4) Forged driving licences.

5) Cars blasting their horns,

unnecessary overtakings.

University in Bangladesh, the

force

A Month of Remembrance and Resolution

resolutions were a sort of com-

fum of all that the Party

been saying in recent days.
If there is (o be a midierm elec-
tion lomorrow — | do not think
that is what AL would wish to
happen at the moment — one
can imagine that the Party’s
election manifesto will be writ-
ten along these lines. The reso-
lhutions indicate what the Party
would place before the voters as
its priorities and also what it
would identify as the particular
faflures of the party in power.
How the voters will receive the
message is a different matter.
What we will notice is that, bar-
ring a few general stalements,
quite a few of the remaining
ones are positive in Lheir intent.
Maybe the really important part
of the outcome is the action

gramme for September 8

the farmef save the coun-
try’ day), for September |8
(nation-wide rallies and proces
sions), and finally for October
10 (general strike throughout
the country).

Evidently, the main opposi-
tion glrly has resolved to
launch a sustained political
campaign, in an attempt both o
sharpen its claws as an opposi-
tion, and to assertl its potency
and vitality in view of the recent
defections. Since BNP is out to
consolidate its gains, keeping in
view the next general election,
what else could Awami League
do but to demonstrate that it is
mindfyl of its responsibilitics as
the main opposition, But this
the party will do in fts own way,
stopping short of forming a
s cabinet, which it has

—_—

been urged to do by many sym-
pathisers of the party.

Between this public ntﬂint
a kind of a show of strength,
and quite an ellective show at
that, and the jusi-concluded
fourth Council meeting of BNP
(September | and 2) happencd
the nd convention with Dr
Kamal Hossain as ils convenor
[August 27-29].

It is not easy to pronounce
on the term f of this
much-pub and may | say
much awaited event. The
gathering was impressive, the
inaugural .session would have

PASSING

Zillur Rahmq

done credit to nay established
of the session showed bo

freshness of ideas and compe-
tence in execution. In short, to
any impartial observer, it was a

good augury, considered purely -

from the view point of ene who
is a little bored with the general
run of pelitics here. There is
hope for a departure from the
staleness, paucity of ideas and
the institutionalisation of crude

+ and self-defeating methods

which both the major parties
have come 1o represent, at leasl
in the judgement ol many
unatiached observers. For those
who look upon the new party —
Gana Forum is not a happy
name — as a conglomerate of
desperaie clements not playing
any meaningful role in recent
politics, the venture is doomed
lo faflure. Not every one will

i

by Baffour

share this view. There is a view
that Dr Kamal Hossain, grant-

ing all his solid gqualities, is not
the man who can build a party.
He lacks in chartema. He has
no popular appeal. Obviously

this is taking a view of
history. Let us remember that
in the long race Lhe enigmatic,

haughty but a resolute Jinnah
outplayed and outdistanced a
charismatic Fazlul Haque. Mere
organisation divorced from
knowledge — and knowledge as
understood in today’s politics is
yet o animate our nation’s poli-
tics — is not going to take us

CLOUDS
i Siddiiqgun

re.

| have come across many
people who are distllusioned
with the quality of leadership of
both the major parties and whe
expect a higher note to comé
from this new direction.

Dr Yunus gave a remarkable
speech — remarkable in (ts
freshness, its audacity and its
wit —; and he did full justice to

his assigned role as the princi-

pal speaker. | do not believe

that Gana Forum is going to
make hjm the party’s ideological
‘guru’. Still, | see his participa-
tion and his speech as some-
thing of symbolic import. It will
not do to dismiss his address as
far 100 romantic, far tloo
utopian. There is room for
ulopian dreams if only because
the reality is bolh sordid and
oppressive, ;

The third event, BNP's fourth

omah

Council

tlure conduct of the central
leaders wheny they next visit
thefr constituencies.

could say things that would

catch the attention of the South
Asian audience, if hot of the

world beyond. Discussion
tended to be confined mainly to
the only thing of national and
international interest was the

tion of the Parliamentary

of government. This adoption
has surely put an end to a nag-
ging doubt about the Party's
stand on this important issue.
To an extent, perhaps, the
Party's constitution has been

Hopes are rising that Liberia’s bloody civil war, which according to the UN has killed as
many as 150,000 people, may really be over. The country’'s three warring factions have
-signed a peace agreement, and hostilities seem to have ended. But maintaining the peace
will largely depend on how 'much the international community helps the war-ravaged

nation.

ULIMO. :

The five-member Council of
State was named as: Mrs D
Musuleng Cooper (NPFL),
Bismarck Kuyon and Justice
David Kpmokpor (IGNU),
Mohammed Sheriff and Thomas
Ziah (ULIMQ), with Kuyon as
chairman,

To encourage fairness, the

* decisions of the Council will not

be taken by ty vote, but
by consensus — decisions are
made only when all five mem-
bers agree — which means each
Council member has in effect a
veto power.
Attention will now focus on
the big issue of disarmament

dents. :
. 8) Inefficient, insuflicient ca-
sualty wards.
~ 9) Poor medical and treat-
ment standards in city hospitals
and clinics. :
10) No public toflets, not
even in shopping arcades.
11) Aceident prone rickshaw,
school vans for school children.
12) Unhealthy food stalls
and restaurants,
13) Long electric load shed-
dings. .
14) Unworkable telephones,
false billings.
15) t bureaucrats. .
16) Campus criminology and
patronisation.
17) Polluted drinking water
causing jaundice, cholera,

m%m.mm-
- erage

19) High municipal taxes
and underpaid tax collectors,
often corrupt.

20) Inadequate trained police

21) Inadequate ambulances
or an emergency system.
© Of course, tlz.re must be
more, fincluding the
occupying the side-
walks or rickshaws jamming the
streets, smoke emitting police
jeeps, trucks, BRTC buses etc.

But, to the down to
earth entrepreneurial hawkers
as menace number one, s a se-
rious mistake in setting of city
or, national priorities.

The hawkers were not creat-
ing any serfous problems to any
body, at least, | as a regglar
sidewalk user, have ever experi-
enced il. Probably, the side-
walks had a noisy and
crowded to shahebs from

-

How Liberia is divided

and encampment of the fighters

of the warring groups.
But disarmament cannot

start until UN monitdrs arrive,
and additiofal troops from

- other African countries are in to

beef up the strength of
Nigerian-dominated ECOWAS

the West African force sent to
Liberia in August 19890.
ECOMOG was sent a as a
peacekeeper but instead be-
came one of the main combat-
ants fighting against the NPFL.
Funds for the whole opera-
tion, from disarmament to the
elections, are due to come from
the international community

but with the recent announce-
ment that the UN is already
broke, it will take some time to
find money.

The OAU eminent person for
Liberia, former president of
Zimbabwe, Canaan Banana
sald in Geneva during the July
peace talks that Western
countries had pledged funds
which would not be released,
however, until a workable
ceasefire had been achieved.

The most important factor in
main peace is, however,

the 'sincerity and of |

the men
the accord.
Trevor Gordon-Somers, the
Jamaican UN special envoy for
Liberia, Canaan Banana, Abbas
Bundu, the Sierra beonean,
ECOWAS Secretary General,
and James Jonah, the Sierra
Leonean UN Under-Secretary
E!rtp-ohticﬂ aflairs hold Liberia's
in their hands — perilously.
Compared to the men in UN
and ECOWAS garb, the leaders
of the warring factions are mi-
nor
Although Taylor has been
blamed as the stumbling block
1o peacemaking, critics say, the
insincerity and mistakes of UN
and ECOWAS officials are
ly responsible for Liberia's

For example, days after the
new accord was sign
Cotonou, a time when confi-

People like

dence building measures were |

most needed, Gordon-Somers
instructed Ivory Coast to close

their moving airconditoned
Sedans. It is also surprising

that, no political party has so
far sided with the hawkers in

response to Mr A S M
Nurunnabi's article in ‘Down to
Earth’ column of The Daily Star
(28-8-93) justifying, very tact-
fully, the atrocities on the city
hawkers

It appears that, the govern-
ment rulers are tied to the old
feudal system of administering
a country as a fief[dom. Basic
human rights are not respected.
The poor are nol treated as
humans, be it on the streets or
in the homes or offices.

Had the hawkers' markets

" been dens of vicious crimes, the

t backed s ac-
tion could be justified. The
Bango Bazar Hawkers Market,
is sale for visiting and resident
foreigners and the hawkers, in
their own business interest,
have earned that reputation by
vigilantly keeping it crime free. |
always notice the street shop-
keepers clearing traffic jams in
Green Road and Hatirpool
junection more efficiently than
the policemen, only because the
shopkeepers have a pecuniary
interest in keeping roads jam
free and eultnm:rnfgl.lll.

It i1s my suspicion that, the

eviction plan has a political mo-
tive..Dhaka's floating popula-
tion is a political force, provided
there is a political leadership.
The spirit of hartal, publie
meetings, street hostility or
popularity, are to a large extent
the will of this floating popula-
tion. But, like all other authori-
tarian actions, it {s more likely
that, this eviction order will and
has seriously undermined the
urban popularity of the gov-

—_————————————

Ean m——

society
by a popularly elected govern-
ment.
Nizam Ahmed

“The King of

Sardars...”

Sir, Thanks for your editorial
on Kader Sardar (28th August)
which, like quite a few in the
recent past was a departure
from tHe routine or the pre-
dictable ones.

There was a little disap-
peintment for an omission
which | would like to regard as
inadvertent. While you named
the three briliant nephews of
the Sardar, you forgot the eldest
of the four brothers, Nasir (A N
Ahmad), who was not merely
the guide and guardian of the
other three talented brothers,
but was, in a sense, the
true spiritual child of the
renowned Sardar — with his
keen business sense, power of
leadership and soctal service.

A prime mover in many
commercial and industrial ven-
tures including the family’s
show business, Nasir was a
born leader. Apart from being
the president of the Dhaka
Chamber for two terms, he was
the Kingmaker for many years
in major business organisation.

His last ture of charity
was the donl':ln of his eyes —
;nl: of the first person to do so

May his soul rest in peace.

B Ahmad
Gulshan, Dhaka.

with

its border with Liberia to pre-
vent international ald agencies
from reaching the hundreds of
thousands of Libertans starving
in areas under NPFL control.

This, according to Gordon-
Somers, was done to prevent
Taylor from getting [resh arms
across the border disguised as
relief vehicles.

Aild agencies denied the ac-
cusation vehemently but that
did not stop ECOMOG from

ExLy L&
A survey conducted in July
the permission of
ECOMOG by the Geneva-based
International Committee of the

Red C showed that 250,000
tivil were starving In
Taylor

Even though aid convoys
were prepared to submit their
convoys to UN and ECOMOG

inspection, and a clause in the -

new peace accord demanded
that "humanftarian assistance
should be delivered to all

before, in of a few vital
policy matters — the Gholam
Azam issue, the Indemnity

clause of the Constitution
among others — has remained
obscure. This attitude may soon
turn into a kind of obscuran-

- A Perilous Peace Holds despite Peacemakers

rect routes,” Gordon-Somers
closed the border and then went
on holiday.

The border was only opened
on 13 August after an enraged
Lord Eric Avebury, chairmag of
the British Parllamentary

‘Human Rights Committee,

wrote to Jonah asking him to

“suspend Gordon-Somers from
his duties an inquiry
into why he an instruc-

tion that would lead to the
deaths of thousands of chil-
dren.”

What Lord Avebury didn't
know was that Gordon-Somers
had closed the barder to spite
Jonah. According to insiders,
Gordon-Somers felt slighted
when Jonah flew from New York

ed in |

Liberians through the most di-

OPINION

“Wanted: A New Style

of Politics
A Mawaz
There are several reasons, vi-  political parties to spell out the
tal to the national interest, to. Politics is a
welcome the new political party  and complex discipline, needing

Gono Forum, under the leader-
ship of an enlightened and
highly educated pefsonality
commanding international re-
spect.

The reasons might be the
same which made Dr Kamal
Hossain leave his old party. For
our salvation, a new style of pol-

ftics has to be introduced in

Bangladesh, as the existing
styles are not working since the
country gained independence
two decades ago.

After two years of the intro-
duction of the western type of
democracy, the people are dis-
appointed at the s at
the national level. blam-
ing the people, the lcaders of
the people have to shoulder the
responsibflity, and therefore the
mu%t:hihty. The verdict is
has failed to steer the country
on to the promised road to
prosperity. We are beating
about the bush, and cannot
break out of the jungle. of the
various {sms. Passionate belief
in one's (dubfous) doctrines,
and intolerance, have created
viclous circles, and we are
‘caught within the centripetal
forces.

The question is what has
fatled, and why; and what
should be done, without ng
to defend one's political beliefs.
The national interests are above
politics. Politics is a set of tools
to run the nation, in public, not
party Interest. The political
parties come and go, and are
subject to changes, both inter-
nally and exte . The same
set of tools may not work for all
the time. The times are chang-
ing. ‘and with that the public
consciousness. To be In tune,
the inspiration, and the solu-
tions to the of the
citizens should come from the
leaders, and not vice versa.

It is not possible for the lay-
men or the followers of

~ has

of goal ahead. Statesmanship
priority over politics.

It is unfortunate that ama-
teurs and adventurists have re-
tarded the development of the
nation for halfl a century. Shall
we be able to get out of the vi-
cious circle? There {s an un- |
pleasant yardstick sounding a
note of warning: the people get
the Government they deserve.
Even then, there is no consola-
tion. We threw out an auto-
cratic regime, and once again
we are down with trivi-
alities petty-mindedness in
an atmosphere of so-called

. The leaders police

In a hn:mt society, it is
difficult to resist temptation and
the ntisuse of power. Nepotism
becomes a corollary; followed by
cormgption. Under these cir-
cumsiances, sell-reliance in
leadership becomes

po political.
That might be the reason for the
penetration of politics in so




