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resource avaflable in western
zone other than coal. The gov-
ernment has taken steps for
coal extraction from Bara-
pukuria which will produce one
million tons of coal per year.
Eighty per cent of the ex-
httedmlﬁ'nmﬂunpuh:rll
will be tued elec-
tricity and rest 20 per cent
huﬂrmm l:naigmﬂ
cant to the actual energy re
guirement for the western
of the country, experts said.
The water level of the west-
H'nmtlm'thﬂﬂm
year due to the
Flrlk ;lrr in India.
Earlter, lhl.lh-mhcﬂ:lhuﬂ
hand tubewells were used for
agricultural purpose in this re-
glon. But in near future, only
deep tubewells will be used re-

e

Experts pointed out that will
be rapid increase of demand for

energy with more industrialisa-
tion and growth of agriculture.
Most parts of the country,
specially the western and
northern parts, are
a f[ast desertification
due to the wanton I'erlng of
trees for domestic and commer-
cial uses as main sources of en-
ergy. To stop the process alter-
native source of energy like me-
thane gas extraction is needed.
USA and the countries in
Europe/Alfrica and Latin Ame-

Methane gas project |

By A S M Nurunnabi

which ensures casy
of foretgn
ones, much of that craze has
subsided.

Most of the fllms that are
available in the city's video
shops relate to entertainment.
Educative films are hard to
come by there. A store
house of educative films is the
British Council Video library
where a wide mange of educative
films on various subjects are
available to the members.

In the burgeoning video cul-
ture, the attractive aspect is its
entertainment value. Gone are
the days when you had to

the hustle and
of a cinema house to
rnﬂmhmﬂtm

main problem however relates
to the

of the elements of sex and vio-
lence on video screen. It is felt

that such preponderance is as-

suming the proportions of a

new wave of erostves of socio-
juvenile morals which 18 a
cause for concern. Most of the
video films which prove popular
ﬂﬂlﬂtwmdm
upon sex violence as the
chief source of entertainment.
The modern deluge of these two
elements in video has resulted
hyouthbemgmkedbytlm
as never befo

'Ih:upect.cle of these ele-

availability
films, even the latest

your home you can enjoy any
video film of your choice. The

ments and other felonies pre-

sented in extravagant colours in
the video affects the imagina-
tion of the young viewers to
such an extent that they tend to

emulate in real life their screen
heroes and heroines.

this, pormograp
much fall. behind.

It is apprehended that from
the newly acquired habit and
from impression's made on the

young mind over a long period,

viclence may turn into a socio-
criminal syndrome, as it has al-

ready become in some western

countries.

For Bangladesh the problem
at present may not be as acute
as in the western socfeties. Here

people in general have long held

to a tradition of in mat-
ters of sex and social mores and

* of a sense of revulsion of feel-
ings against violent crimes. But

there should not be any
placency in this behalf.
The regretable fact is that we

com-

find no evidence of any control

over this medium in any form.
Accord
our people, the prevailing vi-
cious circle of terror and dis-
torted culture in video fillms

should be broken and care

taken to create a healthy atmo-
sphere of entertainment and
education. With the video films
drawing expanding multitude of
viewers, their sociological im-
p-ctunw:ﬂbch'mﬁmd
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sector funds
coming to s
gas production.

The expert suggested to un-
dertake a s review of the
existing gas both produc-
ing and underdeveloped, in or-
der to generate a strategic plan
ensuring maximum gas recov-
ery and as a consequence, an
;ﬂ.pthnmuﬂhlﬁpnnfﬂtmp!

investment projects already
constructed or agreed.

It is an urgent need to redi-
rect intermational attention, ef-
fort and investment away from
gas utilisation projects and into
medium to long-term supply is-

Under the current scenario,
new gas pipelines, NGL facili-
ties, Tu plants and
the like could have less than 10
years operation life at maximum
capacity before production diffi-
culties affect the supply, the
expert said.

Khaleda asks
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be co-opted in the Jubo Dal.
During her 35-minute
speech, the Prime Minister said
the central leaders should not
always stay in Dhaka but must

go to the villages to reinvigorate
party activities.

She said a democratic gov
ermnment should be run demo-
cratically and the party workers
should cooperate.

Meanwhile, most of the
councillors felt that the fourth
council was a total success and
had raised the morale of the
party workers and leaders.

"It is a moral and organisa-
tional boost,” Hasina Malek,
district president of the

BNP and a councillor, told The

Daily Star.

About the new leadership
she said the party chairperson
would announce it

Advocate Kamrul l:lnm and
Bfllal Sarker from Matlab thana
echoed the same sentiments,
adding that they got a new di-
rection for future politics.

Joynal Abedin of Chandpur
said the chairperson assured
delegates of a new leadership
and direction which would re-

ally enltven the party.

not be forth-
the country's

" ,'j*#it!'
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Student shot at
in city
By DMCH Correspondent

A student received bullet

wounds when a group of mus-
clemen fired gun shots in the

city yesterday afternoon.

Along with
hy does not very

to sober sections of

The Lure of Vldeo Culture /

| |

Afermath of torrential rain in the city for the last three days.

CPB MPs may join
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MP, lle:rpuc to call on the

| AL high command to express

his desire to join the party,
sources close to him said.
When contacted, Nazir
Hossain and Dabirul Islam con-
firmed their respective plans.
However, Mozahar was not
available for comment
All these five MPs, elected on
the CPB ticket and with the
AL's clection symbol— the boat
—joined the reformists led by
Saifuddin Manik when the CPB
split into two factions in May
this year. But following the re-
formist group's merger with the
OF last week, the party MPs are
now in a dilemma. The oppo-
nents of the merger, including
these three MPs are yet to de-
cide on their party stance. They
are expected to meet soon to
discuss the matter,
"Reformation of the CPB was
aimed at creating an ideal
communist party on the basis
of its past glory and socialistic
ideclogy but abolition of the
party is regrettable”, one source
told this correspondent.
Talking to The Daily Star,
Nazir Hossain admitted that he
was keen to join the ruli
party and said he had initia
talks with the BNP leaders in

to knew if
there is any legal bar against
the switch-over”, he said.

Ruling out the m of
preserving the CPB | st)
segment, Nazir said: "1 think,
under the current polarisation,
the two big parties — the BNP
and the AL — should be
strengthened. | prefer the BNP,
since | find this party’s aims
and objectives more suitable to
address the current needs of
the country”, he said.

"BNP chief Begum Khaleda
Zia's leadership is dynamic,

pragmatic and she has a posi-
tive attitude towards national
povlltlﬂ he added.

Begum Zia is leading the
nation towards development
and production, he said,
adding, he wished to cooperate
with her.

On the other hand, Nazir
blamed the AL for its faflure to
work out a timely course of ac-
tion along with its allies.

On Dr Kamal's move, he
commented that there was no
room for any third trend in na-
tional politics.

Nazir informed this corre-
spondent that Mozahar Ho-
ssain, who shared the same
views, was also willing to join
the BNP.

Dabirul Islam told The Star
last night the AL was his first
choice for, as he put it, it was
the single biggest party in the
pro-Liberation camp.

"l am planning to join the AL
unless there is any legal bar”,
he said, adding: "1 was elected
MP twice with the AL's election
symbol. | am indebted to this
party.”

However, Islam said he will
discuss the issue with the other
MPs of the erstwhile CPB (re-
formists).

Bosnia quiet

SARAJEVO, Sept 3: Muslim-
Croat fighting in central Bosnia
blocked fuel from reaching the
capital Friday. But mest of the
republic was quiet as the war-
ring sides weighed their re-
sponse to the breakdown of

Geneva peace talks, reports AP.

UN officials in the Bosnian
capital said high-priority facili-
ties such as the city bakery
were running short of diesel fuel
because of clashes to the west,
in the region of Gornji Vakut.
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Water-logging
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with water from the man-made

| lake and pond.

But because it was a weekly
holiday, vehicular traffic was
generally thin and most people
preferred to stay at home.

The roads of Rajarbagh,

| Shantinagar, the Ramna Park

Crossing, Eskaton, Elephant
Road, Kamalapur, Maghbazar,
Plassey, Mirpur Section 10,

Tikatully, Gandaria,

Postagola, Neemtoly, Hm
. Bazar and Aloo Bazor and

arcas had gone under one to
two feet water yesterday alter-

Im"i
i

According to the Met Office
showers may continue for an-

| other day.

As a result of heavy fall

| across the country, the temper-

ature was relatively lower

| terday. In the city the hi t

temperature was 25.9 de
Celsius and the lowest 24.2 de-
grees. The country's highest —
30.5 degrees — was recorded
simultaneously in Teknaf,
Dinajpur and Cox's Bazar and
the lowest — 22.0 degrees
was recorded in Faridpur.

Rainfall recorded during the
day time yesterday were:
Faridpur 77mm, Jessore 38,
Chuadanga 36, Rajshahi 22,
Patuakhali 20, Sitakundu 18,
Feni 16 and Chandpur 10mm.

The Met Office forecast that
the sky will remain cloudy over
the country during the next 24
hn-un commencing at 8 am to-

Durlng this time, occasional
moderate rain or showers ac-
companied by temporary gusty
wind may continue at most
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Strike continues in Nigeria

LAGOS, Sept 3: N 's commercial to-
aay, W foncis fueh wappiion e et
pursued a strike to foree authorities to recognize the outcome of
an annulled ctvillan presidential poll. The powerful ofl workers
urndon Nupeng pressed on with its launched in the
name of despite an agreement by Nigeria's new un-
elected interim administration to postpone introduction of a

Decision on Israel—PLO

f i recognition soon

m-mﬂnﬂﬂh&plﬂ Israel and the Palestine Liberation Orga-
tion could agree on a formula for mutual recognition within
hours, a PLO official said today.

"l think a decision will be taken tonight.” PLO executive
committee member Yasser Ab-ed-Rabbo Britain's Channel

Four News in an interview from Tunis. He said a formal
lnn:umtindiﬂtrmh:mht deal could come next
W

Abed-Rabbo said direct talks on fon were still going
on late on Friday through Norwegian mediation, reports Reuter.

Intruder held

at Sugandha

By Staff Correspondent

Evading the hawk-eyed se-
curt n, & man yesterday in-
truded the Sugandha office of
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia.

Bachchu Mia entered the
Bafley Road office of the Prime
Minister At around 11 am when
Begum Zia was presiding over
the concluding session of the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) national council.

Police detained the bearded
intruder inside the office com-
pound and sent him to Ramna
thana

Thana sources said the au-
thorities had ordered an inves-
tigation into the incident. A
number of Prime Minister's
Security Forces (PSF), Special
Branch police and plain-clothed
detectives were on duty around
the Prime Minister's office at the

_-1!.|il'l'l'+

During preliminary question-
ing. the middle-aged Bachchu
Miah told police that he came
from Kishoregan| and went to
the Prime Minister to plead for
some relief, thana sources said.

No one obstructed him from
entering the office through the
main gate, he claimed.

One police official said Bach-

| chu Mia will be sent to court

. visors, Talukder said: "No,

places over Chittagong. Dhaka |

and:Hajetmht Divislons. and 8t | . ereiiry Generalof BNP D

many places over Barisal and
Khulna Divisions.

,ments “As it was during
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PLO's self-rule is a correct first step
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part of the occupied territories
during the interim ;

He also responded to ques-
tions on the PLO isting
Israel, the possibility of the PLO
being dissolved, about appeas-
ing certain Arab nations and
PLO factions opposed to the
plan, and his personal expecta-
possibility of the
Palestinians and Israelis living

in peace.

When asked if the p

accord between the PLO and

‘ Isracl is likely to be signed

soon, Sourani said:
don't know because things

"l real
have

‘moved very quckly during the

last three days | have been here
in esh.”

However, the 70-year-old
PLO leader his scep-
ticism and distrust about
Israel’'s intentions as, he said,
the Israelis occupied Palestine
to turmm it into a Jewish land
and to end "any trace” of Arab
or Islamic civilisation.

The lsraelis did this, he

SmL D ey
Sven hy, damaging
a trlm:l o e old cities,

mosques and sacred places,
and by building new settle-
the
time of David and Solomon”.

"So, we should not be in a
hurry in trying to understand
what is going on,” he cautioned.
"We must take a long breath
before giving a judgement on
what is going on or what has
been done during the past few
days.”

Providing a background to
the current Isracli proposal, he
pointed out that the Israclis
have time and n publicly
said they were up with the
upheaval in the Gaza strip be-
cause of the Intifada uprising
by the Palestinians.

He quoted Rabin as recently
wishing that the Gaza would
"disappear” while Peres
edly said that Israel might t-he
a unilateral step to withdraw
from the Gaza strip.

Acting on a Palestinian na-
tional council resolution, ado-
pted in 1974, to implement
Palestinian authority o
liberated land, Sourani sa
“The PLO
ration
take over the
an interim pe

occupied territories would be
negotiated, as it was uugguted
for all Palestinian territory.”

Moreover, he added :"To stop
the fears of anybody, Palestini-
ans or non-Palestinians, that
the Gaza is the first and last
step in the process, the PLO
said it will also take Jericho
in the West Bank and the
interim period will only cover
the rest of the West Bank,
including Jerusalem",

Which means, he noted, that
the Palestinian self-government
authority would be responsible
for the rest of the occupied ter-
ritory, Jerusalem.

Sourani also said the pro-
posed accord would include the
‘complete’ withdrawal of the
Isracli forces from the Gaza and
Jericho and 'complete’ authority
for the Palestinians except on
'foreign affairs and security
matters.’

"So, the liberation of the
Gaza and Jericho being a first
step is, in fact, the implemen-
tation of the PNC resolution of
1974.7

On the question of recogni-
tion, he said that it has to be
mutual and added "Our prob-
lem {s not a protocol problem®.

Secondly, he noted: *We un-
derstand the balance of power
at this stage and what we will

get is not what is our ambition
to get but what the balance of
puwtr gives us”,
pointed out to the “very
bld llmlﬂnn in the Arab and
the Muslim world and also the
international situation.
On the possibility of the PLO
being dissolved after signing of

the accord with Israel, Sourani

replied: °1 don’t care whether
the PLO is dissolved or not after
we stand on our sofl. The PLO is
a means to an end and not an’
end in itself”.

The PLO, he said, achieved
what it sought out to do and
that is to preserve the
Palestintan entity. *1 look to the
future of the Palestinian state in
which we will stick to our
democracy and the PLO may
continue as a pulitlcn] party,
but not the only party.”

On the reported opposition
sed accord from

wants to nzem them al-
have a right to

know the steps being taken by

the PLO as it would affect the
whole region.”

Noting that it is a "two-way
traffict”. he added “any steps
they take also affect the
Palestinians™.

As an afterthought he added
“I hope that if there is really any
misunderstanding the PLO
would be quick to remedy the
situation and to continue what
we have worked hard to reach
together with Syria, Jordan,
Izﬁnon and Egypt. as an fnner

Jamal Sourani

On opposition to the accord
from within the PLO, Sourani
said: “The PLO is a democratic
body and there are many ways
of thinking, we believe that this
is a healthy situation and is real
d .-
The PLO, he added, was
never a dictatorship or else it
could not have continued thus
far. "And if the PLO now turns

into a dictatorship it will stop

being the representative of the
Palestinian people.”

Asked if he is optimistic of
returning to his homeland in
the near future, the PLO leader,
who was driven out of his home
in Jerusalem in 1948 and again
from the West Bank in 1967,
sald: °] am neither an optimist
nor a pessimist, but | am a
realist and | read what is on the
ground, and reality tells me |
have been dr'lv:n out of my
home.”

"l don't care ho-nr long it
takes for me to return to my
homeland,” he continued, "486
years have passed and | have
not stopped the struggle since
1947 and it will continue dll | or
my son or my grandson go back
to my home.”

Sourani, who now ltves In

Egypt and spends time in a
number of Arab countries, is
married and has two sons and
three daughters. He is due to
leave the capital today.

Asked if it would be possible
for the Palestinians and the
Israclis to co-exist peacefully,
he replied in the affirmative.
“We can live side by side and
have done so for centuries and
the Jews always lived with us,”
he asserted.

He pointed out that the Jews
always found a shelter in
Palestine and the rest of the
Arab world, when they were
continously discriminated by
the Euro

"When the Jews placed
themselves under the trustee-
ship of political Zionism —
European political Zionism as ft
was never Jewish — they found
themselves as the catives of
Zionism, which created for them
a historical : the Arabs®,

Throughout the history, he
noted, the Arabs were the
“saviors and protectors” of the
Jews, while their ‘real’ enemies
were the Europeans.

“Jews never lived in a ghetto
in any Arab country, the ghetto
was formed for them in
Europe,” he pointed out.

The Jewish people, he said,
now have a histroical opportu-

to live again among the 300

n Arabs and they will have

the same rights as the Arab
people.

“But if they think that they
will continue in the region as
the iron fist and finger-nafl for
any foreign power, then it will
mean that they do not want to
live in peace with the
Palestinians and the Arab peo-
ple.” he added.

Asked again il he is hopeful
of returming to his homeland
soon, he replied, *I will not be
hopeful until 1 step on the
Palestinian sofl®. The history of
the policies adopted by the PLO
Israel and Europe regarding
Palestine, he nted out, is
*full of lies, hypocracy, hatred
and blood".

*l wonder {f what 1, here
now, could find legs to walk on
unless the Israclis stop their
racist, expansionist and settler
colonialist policies and the US
stops giving it economic, mili-
tary and aid to lsrael ot
persue its dally crimes against
the Palestinian peopile,” he con-
cluded.

today.

Salam Talukder
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the sake of tm qual-
mﬂmmﬁm
Replying to another question

whether only I'.hlmlm;pnrqr
leaders would act as the su
lo-

cal leaders show willingness to
volunteer for the supervisory
job, they would also be wel-
comed.”

Energy Minister and Joint-

Khandaker Mosharral Hossain,
Vice-Chairman Tanbir Ahmed
Siddtky, Salauddin Ahmed, MP
and Haris Chowdhury were pre-
sent at the erowded press con-
ference.

He termed the fourth council
sessfon a 'successful one’ and
said it would strengthen the

' base of the party at the grass-

roots level.

Barrister Talukder said party
workers have been directed to
mrklmdcrtufauth:upmm—

ing challenges like elections and
anti-government campaigns.

He said the horizon of the
party is widening with each

BNP can accommodate I.huue
people through its organtsa-
tional ties, he added.

He admitted that a number
of councillors criticised the
ministers and MPs during the
council deliberations. He also
said that only one councillor
pointed out that the Jamaat-e-
Islami, Bangladesh was fast be-

a serious political rival
for the BNP but the house dis-
couraged his view,

The BNP Secretary General
said "The Jamaat is not our po-
litical rival. It will take a long
time for the Jamaat to pose a
scrious challenge to the BNP."

Besides organisatfon mat-
ters, another major outcome of
the council was the changes in

the party constitution.
Barrister Talukder said the
councillors unanimously en-
dorsed the amendments to
make the constitution
more up to date and systematic.
The -mendnmntl are also

| aimed at accommodating the

abler leaders in the he
added. P

The Secretary General said
party chairperson Prime Mi-
nister Begum Khaleda Zia will
shortly decide on the various
committees as well the post of
Secretary General.

Asked if the party would
change strategy and shift to-

| wards a more pro- Liberation

line, Talukder said "The BNP is
always a non-communal and
pro-Liberation force.”

Answering a question regard-
ing alleged co L‘!‘:'CI:In:nﬂ by some
ministers and fate of the
Indemnity Bill, he said parlia-
mentary bodies were working
on the issues and any comment
would be unwise.

Barrister Talukder said the
chairperson had emphasised
rural deve directed
the counct to oversee the

dev:bgnrnl works, mainly the
ucation programme.

. Sartaj Aziz
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pressed the hope that both the
caretaker government and the
army would maintain neutrality
in the polls.

He said the PML, for the first
time in 23 years, was fighting
the coming polls alone. Earlier
it took part In the elections in
1985, 88 and ‘90 as a con-
stituent of an alliance.

He said he was happy to see
that the democratic process was
taking roots in and
investment epportunities ap-

through the adoption of
beral economic policies.
Aziz said the situation

in sh was very positive
both politically and economi-
cally.

He said he was looking for-
ward to more meaningful coop-
eration between Pakistan and
Bangladesh in different ficids.
He said the present trade be-
tween the two countries, which
stood at 130 milllon dollars
both ways, could be increased
further for the mutual benefit.

Replying to a question on the
sharing of assets and Mabilities,
the former Pak finance minister
said the issue was raised during
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia's visit to Pakistan and a
joint committee was set up to
look into it. He said if the PML
were voted to power the com-
mittee would be activated.

On the question of repatria-
ton of stranded Pakistanis from
Bangladesh, Aziz said Nawaz
Sharil's government had earlier
taken some 3000 families back
to Pakistan. He said Sharifs
government would resume the
process i voted to power.

He described his visit to
Bangladesh as very useful and

meaningful.
Arafat
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Nations Works and Relief
Agency (UNRWA) for Palestinian
refugees in Ain Helwe.

After today's Muslim prayers
they took to the streets and
branded Arafat a “traitor® and a
“spy” and rejected the accord.

Members from the Pales-
tinian groups Jamaa |
and the Islamic Jihad-Beit al-
Maqdess took part in the pro-
tests which were also attended
by members of 10 Palestinian
mpl, including hardline PLO

ns.

In Borj Esh-Shemali, near
the southern port of Tyre, an-
other 2,000 demonstrators took
to the streets shouting “the trai-
tors have sold out Palestine”®.

In Jordan's Bagaa refugee
camp, protestors set fire to
Isracli and US flags, accused
Arafat of being a traitor and
warned him that the “people are
against you" correspondents

The Bagaa protest was or-
ganised by Jordan's powerful
Muslim brotherhood and at-
tended by supporters of the
Islamic resistance movement,
Hamas.

In Paris, IsracH Fﬂﬂ'l
ister Shimon Peres Frld.ny
that an accord between Israclis
and Palestinians could be a
catalyst for other talks, In-
cluding with Syria, and pre-
dicted that complete peace was
at hand.

"We are near to com-
plete peace”, Peres said after a
three-hour meeting with Pre-

sident Francois Mitterrand at
the latter’s country home in

southwest France.

“It is the only way out for the
Arabs, for us and for the world.
I am convinced we will reach it”,
Peres said. The peace between
us and the PLO must be trans-
formed into peace for the entire
region.

Meanwhile, the UN Secre-
tary-General Boutros Bourtros-
Ghali offered today to send
peacckeeping troops to the Gaza
Strip and Jericho following an
Isracli withdrawal foreseen in a
draft rule agreement.

United Nations is at the
disposdl of Israel and, the
Palestinians if they nuadl.ntr.l

mumuiurlUH
ﬂmurdcﬂcho'): r:-

draft peace accord aimed at
ending 45 years of bloodshed in
the middle east and said 1t
might send Foreign Minister
Andrei Kozyrev to visit the re-

gon.
[Earlier Story on Page 5|



