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a forehand volley by Becker that
the Russian t went wide.
Cherkasov stom around,
fumed, marked L with
his racket, then lost 10 of the

Fourth seed German Boris Becker makes a backhand return during his first
in the US Open tennis on September 2. Becker came from two sets down to prevail 3-6, 6-7, 7-5, 6-4, 6-4 in the rain-delayed

next 11 points to drop the set
and go to a fifth.

Becker, who served 17 aces
to Cherkasov's 5, thrives in five-
sctters with a 25-11 career
record eight times after being
down two sets. But he hardly
wanted one this t with an-
other match Friday against
Jakob Hlasck.

Becker was pleased to still
be in the tournament, but not
amused by the schedule.

"I think this s not fair
treatment to a guy like Becker,
especially since they didn't have
any big names on Monday,”
Becker said.

"I he's fit, he will go far,” the
No 47-ranked Cherkasov said of
Becker, who has won five of
their six matches. "If he's not,
he's going to lose, because five
_sets is very 4
Edberg chances, until
he glanced up at one final lob.
He couldn’t reach it and he
couldn't race back for it. And
with that lob, he knew, the de-

fence of his titles was over,
danced on the tight
rope until he finally fell off, go-

ing down hard. He teetered pre-
cariously in the first round,

a five-setter just as he
three times before winning
ago. He tricd to

(7-3), 6-4, 4-6,
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ecker battles on, Edberg exits

Edberg also became the

sixth men's seed to fall, follow-
ing five others who de in
the first round. Michael Chang,
No 7, had a brief struggle before
advancing to the third round
with a 6-1, 6-2, 4-6, 6-3 night
victory over Nicolas Pereira,
ending a 13 1/2-hour day of
tennts at Flushing Meadow.

"It was one of those days,”
Edberg said. "He played a solid,
good match. I was struggling
with my timing. | couldn’t gen-
erate any power for some rea-
son. | was pushing the ball in-
stead of hitting it.

Edberg, indeed, seemed on
the virge of coming back in the
fourth set. He hit a leaping
overhead backhand to hold
serve and tie the set 4-4. But
Novacek, who out-aced Edberg
14-1, held with a clever combi-
nation of attack and baseline
tennis,

When Edberg served to stay
in the match, trailing 5-4,
Novacek pounced on his first
two serves to return brutal win-
ners. Novacek then came up
with another backhand returm
that Edberg netted. And alter
saving two match points,
Edberg just watched in despair
as a beautiful backhand lob by
Novacek drifted over his head
and safely inside the baseline.

Edberg, a Swede who lhu‘tn
London. has never, enjoyed
playing in hot, humid weather.
It bothered him in the first
round when he nearly lost. It
wasn't hot Thursday, but the
clammy, heavy air wore him
down.

Novacek was deservedly pro-
;ll;nft}mbimtmml}'nﬂ'ﬂa
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was played out on the grand-
stand court at the same time
Becker laboured on the stadium
court. Rain interrupted that
match moments after Edberg's
loss,
In the women's draw, Mar-
tina Navratflova, seeking her
fith US Open crown but her
first since 1987, made it into

the third round, but was also
surprised by the schedule mak-
ers.
"It was weird playing out
there,” she said following her 6-
1, 6-3 dismantling of Sabine
Appelmans. "l am glad I got 1t
out of the way.

"l played Monday at 1 o'clock
and | played Thursday at night.
It is like a third tournament go-
ing on here, I've been tn New |
York hitting at Central Park and
biding my time."

Besides Navratilova, other
seeded women players to win

Litmond
badminton has

come to stay

Sports Reporter
Women shuttlers of the
country from now on should
look forward to at least one reg-

ular annual exposure — an ex-
clugive badminton tournament

- for women.

At a press conference held at
the conference room of the

National Sports Councl

day in connection with first

" Litmond bad minton tournament

to be held under the auspices of

Bangladesh Women Sports

Federation (BWSF) [rom
ber 4 to 7, Mokhtarur
, chatrman ol the spon-

| sors, Litmond Group, apprised

Thursday were No 2 Arantxa
Sanchez Vicdrio, No 10 Magda

lena Maleeva, No 12 Helena
Sukova, No 14 Nathalte Tauziat |
and No 16 Zina Garrison Jac-
kson.

Also victorious on a breezy,
overcast day at the National
Tennis Center was the surpris-
ing Maria Jose Gaidano of Arg-
entina. Gaidano, a last minute
substitute for the ailing Mary
Joe Fernandez, kept her Cin-
derella story altve by defeating 1
Switzerland's Emanuela Zardo
6-1, 6-2.

Earlier on Thursday, Wimb-
ledon champion Sampras ope-
ned the day's programme with a
solid 6-4, 7-5, 2-8, 7-6 victory
over Czech serve and volleyer
Daniel Vacek.

Seles to slip
to fourth

NEW YORK, Sept 3: Monica
Seles, sidelined since being
stabbed, in the back at a tour-
nament in Hamburg, Germany,
on April 30, will fall to fourth in
the world when the next eom-

Scles will lose the ter
points she received for winning
the US last year, while
Arantxa Sanchex-Vicario and
Martina Navratflova, both in the
third round of this year's final
Grand Slam tournament, will
pass the former world's top

player. |
Graf in Round 4

NEW YORK, L 3: Stefli
Gral, known for her
maiches, became the first
player to advance to the fourth
round at the US on
Friday, even though she nevpr

on court, AP.

women's No. | seed,’
Gral moved a step closer to her
third title in the year's final
Crand Slam event when her
scheduled third-round oppo-
nent, Judith Wiesner of Austria,
withdrew from the tournament
because of the flu.
Ih:“ was the first walkover of

tou al sev-

eral other mwmtu
retire during their matches be-
cause of the flu.

A royal affair

DUBAI, Sept 3: The Dubai:
Classic uash Llournament

faced the boredom
and now wants
the fun, which is
why he asked for a wildcard
into the US Open, reports
Reuters.

On Wednesday, the 29-year-
old Swede, made the leisurely
commute from his Greenwich,
Connecticut, residence for his

match points in wrecking
nerve-
third set tiebreaker — to

ture a 7-5, 7-6 (7-2), 7-8 {lm
first-round match over Brazil's
Jaime Oncins.

“What's the record, Bud?"
Wilander called to well-known
TV commentator Bud Collins,
standing on the sidelines, when
he secured his final match point
at 17-16. Collins replied he be-
US Open tiebreaker
reached an hour
Goran lvanisevic
and Daniel Enstor went 20-16
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now wants fun of it

at that time,” Wilander said. "I
didn't enjoy the travelling. I
didn’t feel | was playing for the
right reasons. | was just playing
because | was ranked one.”
~ “It was just working so hard
r so many to achieve
something | wasn't to
stay there,” Wilander said. "I
think it took me too long to get
there. It was a very long road,
Eventually | got there and the
balloon exploded.”

Now Wilander would like to
ltven up his good life, which in-
cludes a daughter, Emma, born
in February, with a little tennis,

He enjoys the occasional com-
petition, but not the full-time
of the tour.

“l have realised that f |
played as good as | did in ‘88, |
would have trouble beating all
these guys,” said Wilander, re-
flecting on the premium placed
on power in yesterday's game.

Neither nostalgia nor the
dream of an eighth Grand Slam
title brought him back to
Flushing, the Swede said.

“I just like to play these local
tournaments,” Wilander said.
“As long as you can drive there,
it's fine with me."
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World champion Joko Suprianto of Indonesia and teammates
leave Indira Gandhi indoor stadium yesterday after the strue-
ture developed leaks during heavy shower causing indefinite

ings of the World Cup badminton cham-
e Indonesians are favoured to take the cup. |

delay in the
pionships.

— AFP photo

his concern's decision to turn
the meet into an annual affair.

Litmond are bearing the fi
nancial brunt of the three-day
meet. They have pald Taka
50,000 more than two third of
the Taka 65,000, budget ear-
marked for the tourney.

Although four top national
players are not taking part in
the inaugural meet, shut-
tiers of five divisions — Dhaka,
Rajshahi, Khulna, Chittagong,
Barisal —and different schools,
colleges and clubs have con-
firmed participation.

State Minister for Youth and
Sports, Sadek Hossain s ex-
pected to Inaugurate the meet
al the National Sports Council
Zym on September 4.

BCCI plans
registration
for players

NEW DELHI, Sept 3: The
Board of Control for Cricket in
India contemplating registration
of players to check their partici-
pation in unauthorised totir-
naments, reporta P11,

The board, u over the in-
cidents in carlier this
week during a match between
players from India and

Pakistan, has put up this pro-
posal as one of the important
items for consideration in its
annual general meeting to be
held in Gwalior on September

' 29 and 30.

According to board sources,
the proposal, il approved, will
require all players wanting to
play for India or in Ranji
Trophy, Dullep Trophy and
other fixtures,
to be registered with ft.

participate in non-regular
events like exhibition, ¢ ty
and benefit matches.

If any player thinks that he
can manage to do well for him-
sclf without tering with the
board, "Good luck to him" the
sources said.

The need for this step came
about after the players went to
the Supreme Court a few years
ago accusing the board with

interfering with their “right to

work.”

For the players, who are all
categorised as professionals,
playing in matches is their
*right to work."

The board, after consulting

the scheme to register the
ers,

Public opinion has been ex-
pressed against the players par-
ticipating in matches in which
incidents insulting to the na-
tion, Hke burmning of the tri-
colour take place.

Three former India captains,
Lala Amarnath, Mansur Al
Khan Pataudi and Bishen Singh
Bedi, have also gone on record
urging steps to prevent recur-
rence of such incidents.

Gurusinha to
miss final

one-dayer

COLOMBO, Sept 3: Shr
Lanka’'s top-order batsman
Asanka Gurusinha will miss
Saturday's third and final one-
day international against South
Africa due to a recurring groin
injury, reports AFP.

Gurusinha, one of the team's
regular front line batsmen, has
been replaced by newcomer
Hemantha Wickramaratne in a
14-man squad announced Fri-
day for the third match, a day-
night clash at the Khettarama
Stadium here.

Wickremaratne pla
Board XI in a three game
against the tourists last month
but is yet to make it to the na-
tional team.

Wickramaratne, a left-han-
der like Gurusinha, may be
challenged for the vacant slot f
Shri Lanka decide to include an
extra seamer. Fast bowler Cha-
m Ramanayake is awaiting
;crennﬂlull'iclidclfﬂtmed

Gurusinha was carried off
the field after collapsing in a

in when to pick up a

| during the South African
innings in Thursday's second
one-day international which
was also a day-night encounter
at the Khettarama Stadium.

Despite the groin trouble,
GCurusinha to return
to the field to bat but could face
only four balls before becoming
part of the batting collapse that
saw South Africa crush Shri
Lanka by 124 runs.
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NEW YORK,
3: Wimbledon
champion Pete

ursday

on just
how much press-
ure he had put on himself to
win the s most

tennis title, reports Reuter.

"l was more nervous for
match than any match | have
played in my career, including
all the Davis Cup matches,” he
said of the all-American Wimb-

ledon final against Jim Courter
on July 4. .

“It was huge. | mean it was
the biggest match | have
played.”

To ene who watched
Sampras the youngest-

ever US Open champion at 19-
years of age in 1990, that the
su

tion and beautiful strokes, was
starting to get impatient over
t:‘t‘w years between major t-
ties.

"It kind of takes the monkey
off my back.” he said of his
Wimbledon title ol a 6-4,
5-7.6-2, 7-8 second-round US
Open victory over Czech Dandel

Vacek on Thursday.

"After | won here in 1990
there were a cotple of years
where | was coming close to
winning it. | came close last

year, Josing to Stefan (Edberg

tting a lttle bit
frustrated. t the Wimbledon

He said reac the final at
the All-E Club was sim-
ply not good

enough.
"If | would have went down
there and lost to Jim on
have

taken me some time to get over
it." he admitted.

I don't know how | would
have dealt with it mentally.
Foertunately 1 don't have to
worry about that,” he said,

Sampras became the top-
ranked player in the world ear-
ller this year, but has since
dropped to number two behind
Courier.

He can fintsh the year at
number one with another US
Open victory, but that would
just be icing on Sweet Pete's
cake. Piling up the major titles
is what he is after.

“The bottom lne here is

winning major titles,” he said,
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Sampras tells untold story

"When | became number one
in March | was really happy,
but you can't compare it to

“That is in the history
books.”

Becker-Cherkasov
facts and figures

NEW YORK, Sept 3: Boris
Becker's five-set victory over
Andrei Cherkasov was unusual

in a number of ways, among
them:

— The match was
over three sessions because of
rain: Wednesday night (two
points], Thursday aflternoon

(three sets) and Thursday night

(two sets).

— It ook nearly 24 hours to
complete, starting just before
10 pm EDT Wednesday night
and ending at 9:25 pm EDT
Thursday night.

— A total of 65,074 were in
attendance over the three ses-
sions.

— There were a total of 382
points (Becker 182, Pollakow
) BO) including 124 winners and
119 unforced erroms.

— Becker approached the
net 183 times to onl 32 by
Poliakov.

Secret of J-League success

TOKYO, Sept 3:
Saturation media
coverage and sud-
den-death shoo-
touts in every
drawn match have
made Japan's new soccer
league a success, jts chairman
said on Friday, reports Reuter.
Saburo Kawabuchi said
most of the credit for the J-
League's successful debut was
due to blanket s and televi-
fore and after
the May launch- the equivalent
of about 15 billion yen (142
million dollars) in advertising
"We must say Thank you' to
the Japanese press for letting
us cut back on our advertising
budget,” said Kawabuchi. The
J-League had, nonetheless,
spent 500 million yen (4,786
million dollars) over the past
two years on
Kawabuchi told reporters the
adoption of a sudden death sys-
tem 10 ensure no match ended

Aircraft named
after Moore

MANCHESTER, England,

Sept 3: English football legend

Moore, who died earlier

this year, had an afrcraft named

after him here on Thursday, re-
ports AFP.

His widow Stephanie, a for-
mer air stewardess, christened
a Britannia bowing 767
after England's World Cup-
winning captain of 1966.

Britannia director
Roger Burnell said: “Traditiona-
lly Britannia’'s aircraft are
named after great natjonal

in a draw was another big rea-
son for the league's success be-
cause the Japanese preferred
clear-cut muﬁ:

The J-League is the only
championship in the world to
adopt two 15 minute perfods of
sudden-death extra-time fol-
lowed by penalty shoot-outs.

J-League teams, which fea-
ture international soccer stars
such as Brazillan Zico and
Alcindo and former England
captain Gary Lineker, have filed
stadiums around the country.

Television coverage has at-
tracted the sort of viewing fg-
ures previously confined to
long-established sports such as
bascball and sumo wrestling.

Kawabuchi said the Japa-

nese had apparently grown sick
of sports such as baseball and

had been seeking a new
professional sport. birth of
the new soecer league met their
needs

"1 think the Japanese have
understood for the first time
that soccer is an .m'“mi
speedy and colourful sport.”
Recent polls showed soccer
now rated as one of the nation's
Kawabuchi said 48 foreign
players from 14 countries were
in the 10 team ;
He said he hoped to raise the

SUER & Jnparmer phvens o

from 10 to 16 over the next 10
years. Two new clubs were ex-

pected to join the league next

year.

Kawabuchi said he was con-
fident that Japan's bid to ﬂnr
the 2002 World Cup finals

_wuldh:nmnfuL

Japan have never played in
the World Cup finals but are

one of six teams to have
reached the second round of the
Asian qualifying competition.
The event is being played as a
mini-league with lrt.-'lm
and runners-up going into next
year's finals in the United
States.

Venezuela brace

for another rout

BELO HORIZONTE, Brazil,
Sept 3: Brazil face Venezuela in
a World Cup qualifier on
Sunday intent on giving the no-
hopers yet another thrashing
reports Reuter.

Venezuelans

The hapless
have lost six of thetr games

so far in South America Group
B, conceding 29 goals in the
rocess. Their h-e;; result has
a 1-0 defeat by Uruguay.
Nobody doubts that Brazil
will win Sunday's match and
the only real question s how
many goals they will score,
Brazil's probable victo
would leave them level on
points with Bolivia at the top of
the group. :

Two teams go through from
the group which also includes
Ecuador and Uruguay, who
meet in Guayaquil on Sunday.

Brazil's 6-0 win over Bolivia
last Sunday has lifted the pres-
sure off the and coach
Cerlos Alberto Parreira, at least
for the time being.

Striker Bebeto and midfield
strong man Dunga are both
sus . Bebeto recetved a
second yellow card against
Bolivia while Dunga was sent

[

PARIS, Sept 3:
Threatened with
suspension from
international com-
petition, French
soccer a

Saturday confront eight players
and officials tnungindptn the
Olympique Marscille match-
fixing scandal, reports AP.

A report on the hearings is to
be sent to Eu soccer's
ruling body, UEFA, in time for
an executive committee meeting

in Zurich. The commit-

tee will consider barring Mar-
seille from defending there
European Champions Cup title.
‘World soccer's governing
body, FIFA, has threatened to
suspend France from interna-

tional tition if they do not
act on the match-fixing allega-
tions by Sept. 23. S a sus-

Emninn would cost France a
kely berth in the 1994 World
Cup in the United States.

The president of the French
soccer federation, Jean Fou-
mct'Fp:-e.ﬂulldr l-' to meet "Ith
FIFA ent Joao Hlvd"#e
in Zurich on Monday, immedi-
ately prior to the UEFA execu-
tive committee meeting.

Marseille owner Bernard
Tapie, among those summoned

the French league's disci-

commission, has threat-
ened to quit if the team is ex-
pelled from the Champions Cup
tournament. Their first game is
-scheduled for Sept. 15, at home
against AEK Athens.

“If you ban Marseille from
Europe, you kill the club. In
that case, I'm out,” Tapie was
quoted as saying in an inter-
view with French newspaper
Liberation. "1 don't have the stafl
and money to live without the
European Cup,” '

Tapie's scheduled appear-
ance before the disciplinary
commission fs to be the last in a
day-long series of hearings at
the French league headquarters
in Paris.

Among the others scheduled
to appear are Marseille's former
general manager, Jean-Plerre
Bernes, and Marseille p

Jean-Jacques Eydelie. They

r

charges that they bribed
from Valenciennes to play badly
in a May 20 match, six
Hﬂm';m. hciE: Marseille beat AC
in the Champions Cup fi-
:Ir.]ﬁbm become the first French
to win a European title.

Valenciennes former coach,
Boro Primorac alleges that
Tapie tried to persuade him at a
meeting in June to take the
blame for the scandal. Tapie,-a
flamboyant entrepreneur and
leftist politician, denies that
such a meeting occurred and
claims he is the victim of a

Bolivians

undaunted

LA PAZ, Bolivia, Sept 3: After
streaking to a 5-0-0 record
while ou ts 20-
2, Huﬂvmhu at last
Sunday’'s humiliation by Brazil
an reports AP.

"The Brazillans entered the
field like they w:g.-‘rﬂng to
war,” team captain Borja
said about the 68-0 thrashing at
Rechife, Brazil. "We were too
confident.”

Last Sunday's match was
seen by the Braziians as re-
venge for the 2-0 loss PBolivia
handed them back on July 25
in La Paz. Brazil's only loss ever
in World Cup qualifying.

Spanish manager Xabier
Azkargorta knows his club was
badly outplayed. But “from the
mistakes, we are making impor-
tant adjustments that will be in
place when we play Uruguay.”

Bolivia, trying for their first
trip to the World Cup since
1950, needs only one more
point from its inal two Group B
matches to clinch it. They will
have to wait at least a week for
another chance to earn the
tickets.

It is idle until Sept. 12, when
they travel for Montevideo for a
game against Uruguay. It fin-
ishes Sept 19 against Ecuador.

Despite last Sunday's
blowout, the Bolivian team was
warmly recetved after retu
from . The team resu

tratning Thursday.

is

off
politically motivated plot to
discredit N
Primo and three
former Vgl:hmn players are
among those to be questioned
by the disciplinary commission.
The commission faces a
dilemma — can it judge the
case and mete out
before the judicial system has
completed its own criminal in-
vestigation. Lawyers for the
implicated players and officials .
have that their clients
have the right to a court trial
and their status could be

jeopardized by
udgments from t

“Let's be patient,” Tapie said
in an interview with the daily Le
Parisien. "It would be better to
penalize Marseille next year, af-
ter an offense had been proven,
than to bring us down now and
than discover in a few weeks
that we weren't guilty.”

However, Noel Le Graet,
president of the French league,
said after an administrative
council meeting Friday that
FIFA's Sept. 23 deadline would
be met. He said the league
wanted to {ssue a comprehen-
sive judgement in the case, pe-
nalizing guflty players and ex-
ecutives simultaneously.

Kurdish rebels
oppose Istanbul
Olympic bid

ANKARA, Sept 3: Kurdish

soccer

scparatist guerrillas said on
Thursday t would fight to
the 2000 from

ng held in Istanbul, one of
five cities bidding for the
Games, reports Reuter.

“We will not allow the
pics to be held in Istanbul,” a
senifor official of the Kurdistan

Workers Pa (PKK) told the
Gernmh-szz Kurd Ha news
agency.

The PKK has been in

fighting
southeast Turkey for indepen-
dence since 1984,

advance



