DHAKA “SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER® 4, 1993

District roundup

B’BARIA
Two receive
acid burn
Injuries
Sept 3: A mother and her
son received acid burn injuries
at Austragram village of Sadar
thana in the district. reports
UNB. |
The victims, identified as
Khodeja Begum wile of Abdul
Hamid Miah and her son Bappi
were thrown acid on the night
of August 22 by a gang of mis-

creants while they were sleeping
in their house. 3

They were rushed to Sadar
hospital in a critical condition.

. Family sources said previous
enmity was the reason behind
the attack. A case has been filed
with the local police. But police
fajled to arrest any of the mis-
creants yet.

SIRAJGANJ
3 children
arrested
. with smuggled

goods

Sept 3. ; Police on Friday ar-
rested three children in the
town on charge of smuggling
and scized huge quantity of

electronic goods and spares
worth about Taka one lakh,

says UNB.

Shahidul, Saiful and Fatzul

all aged 12 were arrested while
they were going to Shashanghat
by rickshaws with the goods.

Police also recovered a 100
cc Honda and a TV from
Masimpur and Bazar Station
area following their confessional
statement.

. According to police, the chil-
dren had links with a group of
unscrupulous trader who use
them for bringing in the ‘mug—
gled goods.

Three cases were filed with
local police in this connection.

GAZIPUR

Attack on
journalists
condemned

Scpt  3: Journalists, serving

Qyz{ jﬂﬂiﬂ apdacws ey

mecting here con-
demned the bomb attacks on
various newspaper offices and
the houses of journalists at
Dhaka by some miscreants, re-
ports UNB.

Presided over by BSS corre-
spondent Mizanpur Rahman,
the meeting held on August 23
expresscd {is grave concern over
the attacks on the offices of

Itiefaq and Banglar Baani and
the residence of Anwar |lossain
M-;q: Publisher, Daily Iitefag.

meeting urged Lhe gov-
ernment o take ll.Fl*n measures
against any threal on newspa-
pers and newsmen and de-
manded immediate arrest of the

persons responsible for the at-
lacks.

SATEHIRA
One awarded
life-term

for murder
Form Our Correspondent

3 : Tapan Kumar
Rudra, Additional Sessions

.hldﬁ‘.rﬂr:}khlm convicted one
Mos Hossain of village
Hajipur under Sadar police sta-

tion on charge of killing his wife
and sentenced him 1o suffer

life-term imprisonment and a

fine of Taka 10,000 indefault to

suffer one year Rl recently

The prosecution story in
accused

Mosharral beat his wife Zayeda

brief 18 that the

Khatun (17} mercilessly and she

died on the spot on May 31,

1987 last.
A case was lodged with
Satkhira PS and alter investi-

BARGUNA

Farmers demand
introduction
of crop

insurance

Sept 3. ;: Farmers of the six
southern districts have de-
manded introduction of crop in-
surance in the agriculture sec-
tor, says UNB.

Some leaders of the farmers ,
of Barguna, Pa Bhola,
Pirojpur, J thi and Barisal
in a joint statement here on
Th
like drought, cyclone, flood,
nor'wester damaged standing
crops worth about crores of
Taka causing set back in agri-

output every year.

The farmer’s said if crop In-
surance system is introduced,
the poor farmers can compen-
sate their losses. They also al-
leged that due to various com-

lexities and long term
fu get loans I'r:;fn lcmm
others commercial banks most -

of them cannot avail the oppor-
tunity of bank loans.

According to agri experts 35
per cent crops are being dam-
aged annually by natural
calamities in these districts. If
the crop insurance system 1is
introduced the farmers would

be relieved of their frustrations. |

They said the system has
proved effective in many devel-
oped countries of the world.

PABNA
Two JCD
activists
hospitalised
: Two activists of

3
Jauymi Chhatra Dal (JCD)

were hospitalised after they had
been beaten up here Friday al-

legedly by supporters of a rival

faction of Juba Dal, party
sources said, reports UNB.

District JCD vice president
Saiful Islam and worker Zulfiker
Haider were attacked by mis-
creants near the Kotwali thana
while they were from
the local BNP office in the
evening. They were admitted to
Sadar hospital.

KR

JCD held a rally and breught
out a procession in the town
protesting the attack. They rally
was addressed, among others,
by JCD district president
Mosabbir Hossain Shanju and

&

organising secretary Abdul Latif

Biswas.

They blamed Juba Dal sup-
porters for the attack and de-
manded punishment of the cul-

prits,

LALMONIRHAT
Relief for
erosion
victims

Sept 3 . Reliefl materials

were distributed among the

erosion hit people of the district

by a non-government organisa-
tion under its three-day distri-

bution programme, reports
UNB,

The relief matertals inchadi
sarce, lungl, dry food and
saline packcts collected by the
workers of the ‘Apan Gram

Pragatt’ were distributed among

the Teesta erosion affected

people of Dauabari, Sindurna
and Patikapara unions of

Hatibandha thana on August
11 and Dhuniaghach and
Barobar unions of Sadar thana
on August 12,

Deputy Commissioner Kazi
Farid Ahmed, distrigt BNP pres-
ideni Asadul labib Dulu and
the organisation president
Upendranath Roy were present
on the occasion.

said natural disasters .
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BARISAL: This dilapidated pontoon was placed at Mirerhat launch gh_a under jirpur thana of the district one
year back replacing a big better one for unknown reason. Thirtytwo vessels of Dhaka-Hularhat and Ujirpur-

SIRAJGANJ, Sept X
Unabated Jamuna erosfon ren-
dered at least 1.25 lakh people
homeless n five thanas of the
district during the last four
months, reports UNB.

About 100 villages in
Kazipur, Belkuchi, Chowhali,
Sahzadpur and Sadar thana
were affected on account of
erosion, official sources and lo-
cal people said.

The river left 40,000 people
homeless in Kazipur, 30,000 in
Chowhali, 20,000 each in
Sahzadpur and Belkuchi and
15,000 in Sadar thana during
the period.

About 10,000 acres of cul-
tivable land, 40 primary schools
and government and non-gov-

ernment organisations and 20
mosques were eroded by the

mighty river, /

Meanwhile, 50 primary
schools, 20 government and
non-government or sations,
and 20 mosques were shifted
[rom river sides. The erosion
took a serious turn in recent
days.

The Buily Star 9

Jamuna erosion leaves
1.25 lakh homeless
in four months

hajat and elsewhere as the tur-
bulent Jamuna eroded the

embankment two weeks
ago and threatened the prison
house.

Most of the victims took
shelter on llood embankments
and passing their days in great
distress.

Meanwhile, the government
sanctioned Taka 2.50 lakh, 100
metric tons of rice, 544 pieces
of sarees, 544 pieces of lungles
and 397 tins of biscuits for the
affected people.

The affected people com-
plained that the relier goods are
being misappropriated in large
scale and call:trupun the gov-
ernment to probe in the matter.

Another report says : Tweo
people died ol food poisoning
and two others fell sick at
Rahimpur in Sadar thana of the
district Friday. .

Majeda Khatun (30) and her
son F (12) died and her
husband Sunaullah (50} and
elder son Gafur (18] fell sick
and were admitted to Sadar
hospital after they had foad

Banoripara routes touch this station daily. Thousands of passengers are to wait under open sky to avail launches. Prisoners of Sirajganj jail with jackfruits and milk
| — Star Photo were shifted to Sadar thana Th night. '
Chalan Beel Project Communication

Incomplete work likely to
- be started next year

NATORE, Sept 3: The work
on incomplete "Chalan Beel
Project” is likely to be started
next year,

The work on the Taka 44
crore project was started in
1976 and it was stopped in
1984 for financial crisis.

Bangladesh Water Develo-
pment Board (BWDD) started
the work to extend flood control
and water extraction arrange-
ments in Chalan Beel area o
Natore, Pabna, Sirajganj and
Bogra districts with the fi-

nancial assistance of World -

Food Programme (WFP) and
International Development
Fund (IDF).

The project included con-
struection of 125-mile-long flood
control embankment, digging
187 -mile-long water extraction
canal, buflding of 24 regulators,
250 flashing gates, 55 bridges
and culverta, A
' One humired tweritythred
miles of fidod control embank-
ment, 65 miles of canal' 12 reg-
ulators, 93 flashing gates, three
bridges were built till 1984, a

From Our Correspondent

BWDB source informed.

The work on the project was
stopped as a result of
constructing a regulator at the
month of the river Baral near
Charghat of Rajshahi, the board
claimed.

Fifty per cent works under

the project was cut.
The farmers of the beel area

5 drowned, three
missing in
" boat capsize

PABNA, Sept 3: Five people,
including three children, were
killed and three others missing
when a boat capsized in Chalan
Beel in Chatmohar thana of the
district Tuesday, reports UNB.

Police said the boat
about 22 people of a bridegroom
party, heading towards Chat-
mohar [romd Takrash Thana of

Sfrajgan{ district was caught b
a storm near Handial bazar a.rln::,lIr

sank into the beel at aboul 6
pm.

under the scheme have been
suflering much for keeping the
project incomplete,

Aflter the completion of the
project an additional amount of
crops worth ‘about Taka nine
crore could be produced
2,13,350 acres of land under
the project area.

Later, World Bank in a
scrutiny report suggested re-
habilitation of the project with
the financial assistance of cer-
tain donor agency.

The implementation of the
rehabilitation programme needs
about Taka 10 crore but no
donor agency has yet agreed to
assist the project. .

The BWDP has taken up a
decision to start the rehabilita-
tion work with surplus fund of
project in FCD. .« °

The rehabilitations work in-
cludes construction of 426-
kilometre of embankment, dig-
ging of 356-kitfeanal, &nstruc-
tion of 16 regilators, 57 flash-
ing gates, 171-km read, four
bridges, and 47 culverts, it is
learnt.

Post-tlood rehabilitation plan

SYLHET, Sept 3: An amount
of Taka 96 lakh has been sanc-
tioned by the government for
implementation of the Post-
Flood Agricultural Rehabili-
ation Programme in the Sylhet
district during the current :

When contacted, an nfﬁnlgl
source informed this corre-
spondent that, the programme
has been taken up to recoup
the huge losses caused by the
scvere [loods in the district dur-
ing this year. The amount
would be spent for purchasing
seceds, Fertilizers and other in-
puts Tor the poor and marginal
farmers for cultivating different
CTOpS.

Of the total amount, Taka 12
lakh 14 thousand would be
spent during the Transplanted
Aman season, Taka 48 lakh 3
thousand 300 during the Boro
season, Taka |8 thousand
during for Wheat, Taka 2 thou-
sand 500 for Maite, Taka 5

thousand for Otllseed and Taka
usand for Dal and Winter

vegetables.

The source further informed
that, implementation of the
programme has already been
started. The thana-wise amount
of the sanctioned money for the
Transplanted Aman paddy
during the current season is as
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follows. Sylhet Sadar - Taka one
lakh 17 thousand., Gowainghat
- Taka 96 thousand, Balaganj -
Taka one lakh 78 thousand,
Companygan| - Taka 64 thou-
sand, Biswanath - Taka 64
thousand, Fenchugan| - Taka
64 thousand, Go | -Taka
one lakh 60 thousand,
Jaintapur - Taka 64 thousand,
Kanaighat - Taka one lakh 27
thousand, Jakiganj - Taka one
lakh 27 thousand and
Beantbazar - Taka one lakh 40
thousand.

Under the programme, the
small and marginal farmers are
being given Taka 639 per acre
of land. It includes, Taka 240
for seeds and Taka 399 for fer-
tilizers,

However the allocation is too
small to meet the requirement
of the aflected farmers in differ-
ent thanas of the district, it is
felt.

67 uplift plans

taken up

Sylthet pourashava has taken
up 67 development plans for
implementation during the cur-
rent financial year (1993-94)
under the Secondary Town
Development Plan.

Taka 5 crore 13 lakh has
been fixed for the expenditure of

the schemes. The assistance
will be given by the Asian
Development Bank (ADB), in-
formed an official source.

The plans include,
Construction and Reconstruct-
fon of roads, cross drains,
drains, bridge, culverts, exten-
sion of water supply system,
sanitation, construction of 150
sanitary latrines 50 dustbins
and tree plantation on different
roads in the town.

The plans had already been
sent to Dhaka for approval, the
official source added.

Girl commits suicide

A 13-year-old girl committed
suieide by hanging herself after
being violated by a neighbourer
at village Kakura under
Beanibazar thana of Sylhet dis-
trict recently.

According to the reports,
Hawa Begum, daughter of one
Ayub Alf was forcibly taken
away from their house while she
was alone. One a nearby paddy
field Nurul Islam of the same
village raped her.

A case in this connection
had already been registered
with the Beanitbazar thana. The
body was sent to the Sylhet
MAG Osmany Medical College
Hospital for post-mortem

disrupted for
dilapidated

road condition

SATKHIRA, Sept 3: Commu-
nication between Kaliganj-
Satkhira road remained
disrupted for the last 11 days
causing sufferings to the people -
and deadlock in the transport of
exportable shrimps, reports
"UNB. ,

Transport owners associa-
tion sources said, they were
forced to close the service due
to dilapidated condition of the
22-mile road. The service will
not be resumed until the road is

repaired they added. |

An estimated 1.5 lakh pegple
used to travel daily on this road
and shrimps meant for export
are transported from Kaliganj to
Khulna via Satkhira.

The sources complained that
the local administration is ‘silent
regarding the matter.

Another report says: Bangla-
desh Rifles [BDR) has seized
400 maunds of salt smuggled in
from India and arrested four.
people at Banshtala.

Offic | carried
ina mu%?rymm on
Tuesday and handed over to the
Customs,

The arrested persons have
been identified as Mokshed,
Shamsuddin, Abu Musa and

Siddique are from Paikgachha.

Flood situation
in Ctg improves

CHITTAGONG, Sept 3: The
overall flood situation in Chitta-
gong and Cox's Bazar districts
further improved Tuesday
following cessation of rains and |

- recession of river water, reports

BSS.

According to the. flood con-
trol room here. water levels of
all rivers in the distficts
particularly Shangu, Matamu-
huri, Halda and Bakkhali were
flowing below the normal point.

The flood situation, however,
in llathazari, Banskhali. Fati-
kchari, Anwara, Kutubdia, and
Moheshkhali remained un-
changed.

Road communication be-
tween Chittagong and Cox’'s
Bazar which remained snapped
since - Friday last has been re-
stored, district official sources
said.

The source further said the
repairing ol culverts on the
roads da ed in the reeent
floods had also been taken up
on emergency basis.

Thirteen miedical team had
been posted in different flood al
fected areas of the Cox’s Bazar
district, the source said.

are weathered to a

3: An amount of Taka
6,70,000 has been given as in-
terest-free loan to 670 marginal
farmers of Pakundia thana of
the district under the
e Expanded
of the Social Welfare -
tment, PID handout said on
Saturday, reports BSS.

Deputy Minister for Shipping
A B M.Zahidul Hoque handed
over the cheques for Taka 100
each to the fargners. at function
arranged at the thana parishad
hall on Friday.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Deputy Minister said the
present government emphasised
poverty alleviation through gen-
erating self-employment.

He said, the loan recipients
can promote their economic
condition through best utilising
of the money in establishing
poultry and fish farms, handi-
crafts and other small busincss.

Referring to the people-ori-
ented programmes taken up by
the government, the Deputy
Minister said everybody should
actively participate n those
programmes in order to achieve
rapid economic progress.

Minister for Relief, Lutfor

Another report adds: State

670 marginal farmers get1
interest-free loan

PAKUNDIA (Kishoregnj), Sept Rahman Khan visited flood af-

fected wvi under ltna, Mi-
thamon Karimganj thana of
the district on and dis-

tributed relief goods including
rich, cash and Cl sheets among

the flood-hit people there.
Addressing a series of meet-
ings the State Minister said, the
present government had en-
gaged, all available resources to
mitigate the sufferings of the
people affected by natural
calamities. He said, the gov-
ernment has been working tire-
lessly under the dynamic lead-
ership of Begum Khaleda Zia for
the welfare of the people as it is
a pro-people government. He
assured that the government
would take necessary steps to
rehabilitate the flood victims.
Local MP Advocate Abdul
Hamid, president of district
BNP Prof Habibur Rahman
Bhutyan, general secretary of

s district BNP Masud Helal and

Deputy Commissioner of Ki-
shoregan| accompanied the
State Minister,

Some 2556 kilometre
areas of 106 wunions under
Kishoregan] district have been
badly affected by the recent
flood causing untold sufferings
to 16 lakh 5¢ thousand people.

SHERPUR, Sept 3 .
Contintious extraction of hard
rock resources through blast-
ing, drilling and unscientific
methods has been destroying
the forest hills in the district ol
the country threatening the eco-
logical balance, local political
leaders and social workers in-
formed,

Considerable quantities of
rock, locally known as "Boulder”
are required for river bank pro-
tection as well as for concrete
and pavement works for con-
struction of bridges and their
approaches. Besides, rocks are
also required in clinker factories
for making cement.

Jhenaigathi and Nalitabari,
two of the ns of the district
are wellknown for sandstone
which attract the unscrupulous
traders as reveled from a recent
‘su ; .
All the rocks in those arcas
extent.
The weathering is most pro-
nounced on the surface of the
rocks and reduces significantly
inwards. Therefore, without
drilling or blasting the base
rock beneath the weathered
surface can not be removed,

Continuous extraction of
hard rock destroying
forest hills

From QOur Correspondent

which Torce the technicians to
chose drillipg and blasting
methods, said an expert.

The boulders are obtainable
from Jhenagathi and Nalitabari
areas and are econo at-
tractive. The f{llegal traders
have been about 100

es [rom this belt said a
orest official adding that six
tons of boulders on an average
from each have already
been collected through blasting
with the advent of winter.
Winter season is suitable for
collecting boulders.

The boulders are mainly
supplied to district town and
else where of the country for
construction works at the rate
of about 4000 to 4500 tons per
annum.

Collection of rocks through
blasting is strictly prohibited in
the hilly areas for maintaining
the ecological balance and pre-
vailing insurgency.

The violators are not only
destroying forest hills and ecel-
ogy but also depriving the gov-
ernment from a huge amount of
the wealth.

SHERPUR
gation ' police submitled . ; : . . |
chargah et i e Construction e | e, | Saifur asks BSB to

work of college

examination found the

CHUADANGA
3 armstcgl_with

building

3 : The construction
work of the four storied sclence

marriage, pregnancy

BARISAL, Sept 3: A c;ne-d.l;f
seminar on “"the bad effect of

KONABARI (Gaztpur), Sept’
, % Finance Minister M Saifur

back new enterprises

trepreneurs would come for-
ward to set up pew industries

butllding of Sherpur Gove- early ma and pregnancy” | /ooy man asked the [or booming expert, creati
rmment Girls at & cost = was held at Madhabpasha H Bangladesh Shilpa Bank ex- pew tmplorgmntpgmrﬂg
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Sept 3 : Chuadanga thdna ,p the which is ex- BSS. BSS assistance.

ted to be completed by
ﬁh:mhern:ﬂ.uﬂ:ﬂm

Presided over by Delwara
Islam, Vice-President of the

Rahman was visiting the
Taka 132 crore Kader Synthetic

The Kader Synthetic Fibres
Limited is now on trial opera-

ered from them one coun
made pistol. four mﬂﬂ e samity, the function was at- Fthrull..in':md. .'t tht u;;Eré Gl i s s
ammunition, posters and a list authorities said after tended among others by| Projec ke, - e and technical know-how
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under Chuadanga dents will be and their Commissioner, Barisal. - V- the project is being supplied by
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