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AL relieves Dr Kamal | S8
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of Maj Gen (Retd) Khalilur
Rahman, Mofizul Islam Khan
Kamal and Advocate Zahirul

Isjam.
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prﬂrlﬂ and Dr Kamal would
remain loyal to the party.
Several moves were also taken
in this regard, but Dr Kamal
himself blocked all paths by
floating a new political party
and creating confusion among
the pro-Liberation forces.

PM’s remarks slated

In another resolution the
ALCWC, cri Prime Mi-
nister Begum a Zia's
speech at the opening session of

the BNP national council,
termed it "distorted and un-
true”.

Sheikh Hasina said that the
name of Bangabandhu Sheikh

BNP MP harassed
by securitymen
at Sugandha

By Staff Correspondent

A ruling party Member of
Parlfament (MP) was harassed
by some securitymen at the
Prime Minister's Sugandha of-
fice yesterday evening.

Witnesses said that M.
Shahidul Islam, a BNP MP
elected from the Jhenidah-3
constituency, was harassed at
the main gate of Sugandha,
where the third business ses-
sion of the BNP council was
taking place,

When contacted over tele-
phone, Shahidul Islam admitted
the incident and said he was
very shocked at the indecorous
manners of the security per-
sonnel.

Witnesses said [slam, after
attending the council session,
came out amid incessant rains
at about 7:30 pm. As his secre-
tary went out to catch an au-
torickshaw, the MP waited un-
der a shade at the main gate of
Sugandha where a group of
Newsmen were present.

At this time, an assistant
superintendent of police chal-
lenged Shahidul Islam and
asked him to leave the place
irnmediately.

The police officer left and
returned with an officer of an-
other security agency. The two
then charged Islam and once
again told him to leave, wit-
nesses and journalists present
said.

Before Islam could explain,
the officer caught him by the
hand, shook him and barked:
“You know | can arrest you, if
you don’t leave at once.”

Mujibur Rahman was not pre-
sented in the council meeting
with due honour.

The ALCWC also said: " The

ture of economic develop-
ﬁnl portrayed in the Prime

thhu:rl speech had not re-
flected the prevailing situation.”

It said the claim that per
capita income during the pre-
sent government's rule had in-
creased to 210 US dollar from
170 was a lle, and cited a UNDP
report which shid the per capita
income had reached 210 US
dollar during '90-91, not after-
wards.

The increase of foreign cur-
rency reserve during the recent
years signified a stagnation of
the country's economy, the
ALCWC observed. In addition,
thousands of workers were be-
ing retrenched in the recent
gh. the BNP had

tunities for lakhs of people be-
fore the elections.

Although Khaleda Zia clai-
med in her speech to have had
reduced the prices of agri-
cultural fnputs, the ALCWC

ted out, the government

. since August 81, en-
hanced the price of TSP fer-
tiliser four times.

The ALCWC also said that
the Prime Minister, before prais-
ing her government's achieve-
ment in the education sector of
the country, must remember
that her Finance Minister had
earlier said that the amount of
system loss in that sector was
Tk 300 crore.

Begum Khaleda Zia also
blamed other political parties
for terrorism yet a recent ex-
ample of viclence in the
Jahangirnagar University would
prove that her was pa-
tronising terrorists ALCWC
observed.

ing the government's
claim that it had no master
abroad but only [riends, the
ALCWC said the foreign masters
were dictating the economic,
agricultural, industrial, and for-
ctgn policies, and alleged that

ment had completely
Il.'lled to deal with the water-
sharing talks, the Rohi
refugee and the Hfll Tracts is-

" Huda
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Huda's accusers observed that
they had not only been ignored
but the Information Minister
had proved himself, by means
of avoiding the members, to be
an ‘undemocratic’ person.

Prime Minister and the BNP
chief Begum Khaleda Zia was
made aware of the incident last
evening, sources said, adding
“She is supposed to settle the
issue some time later”.

The councillors from across
the country, however, had ap-
proved most of the proposed
amendments yesterday while
the rest of the amendments will
be considered today.

Meanwhile, Barrister Huda,
following the incident, talked to
one of his detractors and ex-
plained that he had no inten-
tion to avoid any member of the
committee, a source close to the
Information Minister told this
correspondent.

The Information Minister
was not available till late last
night for comment.

US asks Serbs, Croats
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NATO military response "is
much alive.” -
"Il while talks are in
abeyance, there is abuse by
those who would seck to inter-
fere with humanitarian aid —
attacking protected areas, re-
sume the sustained shelling of
for example — then
first | would remind you that

the NATO military option is very
much alive,”" Clinton told re-

porters.

He also said he continues to
favour Ilifting the United
Nation's arms embargo against
the Muslim-led Bosnian gov-
ermnment.

Clinton said he hoped the
warring factions in Bosnia
would resume their Geneva

peace talks, which collapsed on

Meanwhile, a tense quiet
prevailed Thursday in Bosnia
after peace talks collapsed in
Geneva, but a UN official
warned that fighting could re-
sume and even spread to other
slates.

Only fc small-arms,
sniper mortar fire were re-

rted across the former

ugoslav republic, UN
kuptrl spokesman ldtihlld
van Biesebroeck said Thursday.

UN representative Cedric
Thornberry, however, said there
was a "real possibility” of re-
newed ﬂghtlnl that could last
through the winter.

Serbs and Croats may divide
Bosnia between themselves and

leave no land for the Muslims
now that peace talks have col-
lapsed, Bosnian Serb leader
Radovan Karadzic said
Thursday.

"“Carving up Bosnia in two
pieces would never happen by
our intention but it may ha
by the events,” Karadzic to
news conference in Geneva.

There have been consistent
reports that the Croatian army
has been building up its troops
strength in southern and cen-
tral Bosnia during the past

, three months, Thornberry said.

“If parties were to decide —
God forbid — to settle the situ-
ation by force... (there is an In-
creased) danger of one or more
major states in the region be-
coming inevitably engaged,” he
said, without elaborating.

Thornberry also said the
breakdown of the peace talks
will seriously affect aid efforts in
Bosnia as winter approaches.
He r:lted that the mountains
around fuel-starved Sarajevo al-
ready have several centimeters
of snow.

Bosnian President Alija
Izetbegovic arrtved in Turkey
today, saying Geneva ce
talks to end 17 months of
bloodshed had collapsed be-
cause. Serbs and Croats had
rejected his minimum territorial
demand.

“They refused our claim for
hurmﬂwpercmtaftit terri-
tory to be returned,” he I:nl:l re-
porters at [stanbul ai
"l‘lry l:_luilty they are re-
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to incessant rainfall for

Low I}rlng , areas of the cit city went under knu-deep wnter due
for the last two days.

— Star photo

Councillors castigate
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Atcurding to sources In the
closed-door sessions, eight
councillors yesterday suggested
that the party now needed a
full-time Secretary General to
effectively coordinate the party
activities all over the country,

Although the {ssue of
changing the party Secretary
General was not on the agenda,

- some six district-level represen-

tatives observed that a new
Secretary General should be
appointed to revitalise the
party, especially when the BNP
had increased in size.

These leaders, however, told
the session that they had un-
questionable confidence in the
prudence of the party chief who
is the one to take any decision
relating to the Secretary
General.

A few others observed that
the present Secretary General
should be retained. They
praised Barrister Salam Ta-
lukder for his contribution in
the nine-year-long democratic
movements that ousted the
Ershad regime and paved the
way for the BNP to win the 1991
parliamentary polls.

A number of councillors re-
sented activities of the Jamaat
and its front organisation the
[slami Chhatra Shibir and said
these groups were terrorising
many parts of the country.

Mentioning recent incidents
at the Islamic University in
Kushtia, one councillor de-

manded stern steps to check |

such violence,

Some delegates also criti-
cised the Awami League for its
role hindering development pro-
grammes undertaken by the
government.

A number of councillors said
that the AL opposed the BNP
government for the sake of op-
position alone.

The source said that chair-
person Begum Zia carefully lis-
tened to all the speakers and
will make her summing-up

speach today,

BNP
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Meanwhile, BNP Secretary

General Barrister Salam Taluk-
dar, in a short press briefing
yesterday evening, informed
newsmen that the councillors
spoke about strengthening the
party at the grassroots level
through increased
organisational activity.

He also said that a number
of councillors alleged that farm-
ers were being deprived fair
price for paddy due to a market
slump.

Some councillors also urged
the government to use the na-
tional media for enhancing so-
clo-economic development activ-
itles, Salam Talukder informed.

Asked if any new commitee
announcements could be ex-
pected, the Secretary'General
said, * Itdeptndﬁi on the party

-:'hnlrpemn

Hlu A.nn 1993 Candy Au {R} and runner-sup along with
Bank of China officials posed with the Beijing 2000 Olympic
flag prior to rising it in front of the bank’s headquarters in
-Hong Kong yesterday. There is a mounting luppnrt in Hong
Kong for Beijing to be chosen as the city for the 2000
U'lymplu with just three weeks to go for the Olympic Com-

mittee to decide in Monaco on September 23.

— AFP photo
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. from 6 am to 6 pm.

pubhc meetings

The Dhaka City C
(DCC) yesterday nld lht

dﬂ:i:inn rrdpim:‘;[

uu:l r-lhe- at t places
of the city has been taken in
the public interest, reporta BSS.
There is no political motive
behind the decisfon and the
only objective of introducing
fees is to d holding of
meetings and rallies at Mantk
Mia Avenue, Motijheel Comm-
ercial Area and Panthapath, a
press release of the DCC said.
it said, the population and
number of vehicles and cars in
the greater Dhaka city have
increased manifold and the city
dwellers suffer if meetings and
rallies are organised in any part
of the city.
it said, the Manik Mia
Avenue, situated In front of
Ja Sangsad, is the main
of a part of the city and {f

the road is closed people ltving
Another case

against Ershad

The Bureau of Anti-Corru-
ption has instituted a case with
Mirpur thana against former
President HM Ershad for mis-
use of power in awarding a
siaie property to an unregis-
tered non-government organi-
zation at a lesser price, an offi-
cial handout said last night, re-

ports BSS. :
Rain
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ture was 26 .6 degrees Celsius
while the lowest was 24.5 de-
grees. The country's highest —
31.0 degrees — was recorded in
Dinajpur and the lowest — 22.4
degrees — was re-::nr'dm:l in
Faridpur.

The Met office rccﬁrdnd the .

country's highest rainfall yes-
terday — 55mm — in the city
It also
recorded 34mm in the 24 hours
from 6 am Wednesday in the
capftal.

Most parts of the country
also experfenced rainfall during
the day time yesterday. Among
them, the major precipitations
were; Chandpur 47mm, Sita-
kundu and Chittagong 39mm
each, Comilla 38, Tangail 28,
Feni 27, Teknaf and Barisal 23
cach, Cox's Bazar 20, Kutubdia
and Rajshahi 19 each,

14 and Khepupara lﬁ'nmmpur

The Met ufﬁce says, the
downpour is likely to continue
for another couple of days but
the weather will improve grad-

ually.
Arafat
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announce it recognises the
Jewish state today, a senifor
Foreign Ministry official said.

Israel will not reciprocate
until Sunday after a cabinet
meeting, which will be called
upon to approve the PLO decla-
ration, he said.

"l am sure | will see
soon,” Arafat said in a letter
faxed from his Tunis, Tunisia,
headquarters to a conference at
Bir Zeit University.

"You will see the PLO back in
its homeland. We will go to-
gether to our Jerusalem,” said
Arafat, who was on a tour of
Arab capitals to sell the Israel-
PLO plan before a meeting of
the central committee of his
iﬂh organization later Thurs-

Opponents, both within the
PLO and in the fundamentalist
Islamic movements, said Aralat
should not have agreed to post-
pone discussions on Lthe status
of Jerusalem, which want
as a capital, and should have
gotten a firm commitment to es-
tablishing a Palestinian state.

You see it far distanced. |
sec it very close,” Arafat wrote
regarding an agreement to es-
tablish a Palestinian state,

On Wednesday, Arafat told
the Palestinians in the West
Barik and Nablus town over
telephone that Palestinians are
on way to having a state with
Jerusalem as its capital.

But Israe] will never give up
sovereignty over Jerusalem,
vowed Israeli Foreign Minister
Shimon Peres late Wednesday.

He also insisted the capital
would not be divided or put un-
der UN control.

"There will be no diviston,”
Peres said on French Television.

Jerusalem would be open to
all religions he said but added
that politically 1t would remain
a unified city under Israelf
sove ;
Meanwhile, European Co-
mmission President Jacques
Delors pledged today that the
European Community would
throw all its weight behind Im-
plementation of a Middle East
peace accord.

"The Commission proposes

that the community plays its
full role,” Delors ldp
conference after meeting Ilrll:li

Foreign Minister Shimon Peres.

in that part of the city face a ot
of difficulties.

Similarly, the press relcase
said, Motijheel is a busy
commercial area and the centre
of business and trading. Such
activities suffer if meetings are
arranged there.

Besides, 1t said, meetings or
rallies arranged on the Pantha-
path, which is adjacent to the
VIP Road and on which inter-
national reputed Hotel Sonar-
gaon is situated, also affect the
normal life of the city.

The press relcase pointed
out there was no ban on

holding meetings in any part of
the city and no prior permission
is required.

Since Manik Mia Avenue,
Motijheel Commercial Area and
Panthapath are the some of the
more important places of the
city, fixed fees have been
introduced to discourage
holding of meetings at those
places.

The city dwellers, the press
release added, have lodged
complaints in the past for
inconvenience caused through
the holding of meetings at those
places. The deciston to
introduce fees has been taken

considering all aspects and
keeping in mind the overall
interest of the city llers.

Re'glonal meet
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in New Delhi earlicr this ycar
and was attended by a [ive-
member Bangladesh delegation
which included the chiel engi-
neer of the Flood Plan Coor

dination Organisation and the
director ol the Joint River
Commission.

Chairman of the Bangladesh
Unnayan Parishad Dr Q K
Ahmad and Professor K B §
Rashid, a water expert, also at-

the government delegation. The
proposal
meeting in Dhaka was floaled a
the Delhi meet. :

Earlier, at the meeting held
in the city last month, the re-
gional experts discussed the
water and related issues with a

_view to finding regional solu-
tions to the problems.
"Thorny issues like the

Ganges water sharing, which is
the most important unresolved
issue between esh and
India, was also discussed at the
meeting,” said Dr Q K Ahmad,
who led the 3-member Bangla-
desh team at the meeting,

The Indian delegation from
the Madras-based Centre for
Policy Research included noted
journalist and water expert B G
Verghese and Ramaswamy lyer,
a former Indian frrigation secre-

The Nepalese team included
D B Pradhan, a former minister,
and S K Malla, also a former
Nepalese trrigation secretary.

The three research organisa-
tions have been meeting period-
ically for the past one year, at-
ti:mptlnf to identify common

ecological and envi-
ronmental problems in the re-
gion.

All participants of this
meeting would also attend the
November meeting convened by
the GIF.

(See related article in “My
World” on Page 10)

Karachi protest
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people are with us.”

Ahmad, who leads the coali-
tion Islamic Front, called last
week for a nationwide strike to
protest against price increases
after carctaker Prime Minister
Moeen Qureshi unveiled a am-
bitious package of economic
reforms last month to revive
Pakistan's economy.

Prices of petroleum prod-
ucts, cooking oil, flour and
other essential items have risen
by as much as Iﬁpert-cntun

result of the package.

Canadian ship
with ammunition

heading toward
India?

NEW DELHI, Sept 2: The
navy has stepped up patrolling
the southern coast following
reports that a Canada-
registered vessel laden with
ammunition is heading toward
India, a news agency reported
Thursday, says AP.

Navy and Coast Guard ships
are sailing along the coasts of
Kerala and Tamil Nadu states
and fishermen have been
alerted about the mystery ship,
said K. Karunakaran, chiefl
minister of Kerala state, United
News of India news agency
reported.

Detadls about the ship dr the
consignment was not imme-
diately available.

to hold the nﬂ:tJ'
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US-Russian accord

on space, energy

WASHINGTON, Sept 2: The United States and Russia signed

agreementis Thursday promoting joint space exploration and
energy development that Vice President Al Gore said could lead

to an im

international space station. The leaders signed a

series of agreements to promote cooperation on space and high-
technology ventures. One gives Russia acress to the interna-
tional commercial space launch market and another sets out a

plan for cooperation on human space flight. reports AP

Sister defends Jackson
LOS ANGELES, Sept 2: Michael Jackson's sister LaTova said

on Thursday the superstar used to spend

with young boys and that “we really
t him are true. But Miss Jackson said

abuse alle

the night in his room
don't know” {f the sexual

on NBC's “Today” that the public has been unfair to her brother

and that 71 stand by him 1,000 per cent.” "If you really think
about it, he's been convicted before a trial,” Miss Jackson said

from NBC's London bureau, reports AP,

Foreign delegates
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the amendment sub-committee
placed the proposals before
some 2000 councillors at
around 8:30 pm and answered
some queries from the delcgates
regarding the changes. Later
these were passed by a voice
vote of the councillors.

According to the new prowvi-
sions the nattonal council will
elect and remove the party
chairman instead of the elec-
loral college, which has been
dropped altogether.

The constitution now also
makes it mandatory that the
national executive commitiee
hold at least one meeting every
three months.

Most of the committees, in-
cluding the Central Executive
Commitiee hiave been expanded.
The CEC will now comprise 251
members. The district and eity
committees are to have 101
members, the town and muni-

ul]hmuqumﬁaf:ﬂpﬂmmthmm'm

the thana committee 7 1.

A number of secretarial
posts have also been increased.

Earlier, there was no provi-
ston for front o tions in
the constitution but after last
night's amendments the party
will have 12 front organisations
whose acttVities will be mont-
tored by the party chairperson.

The party chief also has been
empowered to reshullle the
front organisations.

The party will have overseas
committees with the bodies in
capital cities enjoying the status
of a district

A iqtal of 40 amendments
have been proposed and passed
by the councillors, sub-commit-
tee sources said.

to meet Hasina

Dignitaries from India, Pa-
kistan and Nepal who arrived in
the capital in connection with
BNP council will make courtesy
calls on Awami League Chief
Shetkh Hasina, reports UNII.

Awami League sources said
former Indian Minister Mas
Mohsina Kidwai, Manoranhan
Bhakta MP, Shankar Dayal
Singh MP and Dr Mumtaz
Ansari MP of India will meet
Hasina at her official residence
at 10 am today.

Majid for Cairo
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Dr Eduard Saouma, who has
been in the post for |8 years,
will end this year.

According to the sources,
Majid ul-Huqg will first vistt the
Egyptian capital Cairo and then
Morocco and Senegal. The trip
may last from seven to ten days.

During the visit, the minister
will try to convince the m-
ments of the three OIC mem-
bers and seek their support in
favour of the Bangladeshi can
didate.

Salahuddin Ahmed, who has
been in his present position
since 1982, was the [irst per
manent representative ol Bang-
ladesh to the FAO in 1973. He
continued in the position until
1975 and after a two-year gap,
he was again appointed the
Deputy Executive Director ol
the World Food Council in
1978.

The World Food Council and
the International Fund for Agri-
cultural Development (IFAD) are
the outcome of his proposal for
three separate institutions, pla-
ced at the World Food Confe-
rence held in Rome in 1976,
sources said.

to 01-9-93.

restoration of his line.

supply contract.

of illegal gas use.
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Special Drive for

Gas Line Disconnection

With a view to realising the arrears, the special
drive for gas line disconnection of all defaulting
Lonsumers, including govt & autonomous estab-
lishments, has been started from 31-7-93. In this
first special drive of 1993-94 financial year, total
1450 gas connections have been disconnected up

All esteemed consumers are requested to pay
the arrear gas bills immediately and show the
payment receipt to thedisconnection squad on the
place of gas use. On production of the bill payment
receipt by the disconnected consumer at the
concerned zone/ office of the company by 7-00 pm
on the day, steps will be taken for immediate

If the reconnection is not taken within 3 (three)
months of disconnection, the gas line will be per-
manently disconnected with cancellation of gas

Pay the gas billin time and abstain from any sort

Titas Gas Transmission & Distribution
Company Limited
(A Subsidiary Company of Petrobangla)

Complaints & Emergency Phones: 23220,
232172, 258462, 812135-42
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