e stays with the for decades, expands
the area of his and tums it into a reglonal
venture.

It ts all the more significant when the subject
ﬂhﬂwhw&ﬂ-“ldnrpuhr
interest. Instead, a lttle technical, it tes to
h“hm&&:mmw
m——mw Nepal — or ;
when Bhutan s , as t eventually should -
be, tn the :

i R W more specific Once an Indian friend told me, with a touch
ﬂl::llhlhl mlm:':ﬁhn;mtm of envy, that every intellectual from Kerala, the
India, Bangladesh and Nepal home state of Verghese, has an abiding concern

The man who 1a behind the study — it ss o social work, no matter what he (or she) may
nud“ wﬂ_w- mats mu" m.lm:“.]m&:m step up
v«p-:';im e : research, education, identify new arcas

Nearly two decades ago, | sat in the austere Hvﬂunﬂ work and, ﬂbﬂ“';ﬂ--wrr::
reom of in the Hindustan Times in New H“th: Phﬂ'ﬂ“ “-m

Dethi-based Centre for Policy
resigned from the editorship of the Indian
Express a h[{‘:- ago — he was here to
pate al a -country meeting of leading
-Government (NGOs) on the
water problem in the
delegations — from Bang
were also of high-level professional calibre.
Dhaka was represented by the Bangladesh
Unnayan Parishad, led by its chairman, Quasi
Khaliquzzaman Ahmed and Nepal by B B
Pradhan of the Institute of Integrated
Development, Kathmandu.
What happens next is something for our
reporting desk to find out.

* & & &

HE involvement of George Verghese in the

work on the river system — his

recent publication "Waters of Hope® is
ﬂhhmdbyﬂptﬂlnnl}tlubﬁeﬂ—mb
overshadow his journalistic achlevements. My
friends in India re him as a good editor
and regreited when he left the prafession twice,
first to jotn the Gandhi Foundation, | believe, in
the seventies when we met a few times in the
Indian capital and much later, to take up his
present position at the Centre for Policy
Research. This time, the departure of George
who is now close to sixty, from the profession —
but not from writing — may well be for a long

A reproduction from an international calendar on water for 1993 — artist, Faith Ringgold, titled "Pienic

at Glverny”, a painting

S. M. Ali

Award for Journalism, again some
time in the seventies — the exact year escapes
my memory — for his spirited stand on
freedom. The issue was a clear-oul one, as
Verghese was concerned, but one that earned
New Delhi a lot of justified international

Sikkim by India. Another Indian
did a lot of work on this dismal affair, giving
blow-by-blow account of the taking over of the
in his book, was my

Himalayan kingdom

on quilt, a medium extensively used in Bangladesh. The calendar designed and
produced by the US-based Global Forum, emphastses the importance of water in ecology.

Magazine
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being irresponsible, setting his own standards in
balanced writing. thus often out with
owners of his publications and Indian
authortties.

our dinner here last week, we touched
on one of his major disappointments, the faflure,
deliberate or otherwise, of successive

rwmmrnu in India teo lement what is
nown as the "Verghese port” for the
restructurt

of the country's electronic media,
especially rdarshan. Then a nominated
member of the Upper House, Verghese was
assigned this job by the then Janata
Government of Desad.

“Whatever happened to the Report, George?”,
| asked my friend.

"It has been pushed under the carpet or
collecting dust somewhere.” he replied in a sad
tone.

O W

INCE we are hardly making any progress

in giving English its rightful place in our
educational, soctal and cultural life,

resclution — but they phould be happy that

"Democratic Forum™ may no longer be in vogue,

with its meaning explained to our rural

zruhl.hn. peasants in Barisal or the fishing
n

democracy is all about

It is interesting that names of major parties,
such as the ruling and Lhe opposition, are
either fully or p::lrrh

in other parts of Asia, trend s mixed. In a
number of countries, such as Malaysia and
Singapore, the names of major parties are all in
English. As one moves eastward, to China,

Koreas, Tatwan and Japan, the names are

During the of Sukarno in Indonesia, the
then President of the archipelago showed a
fascination not enly In the local language
but also in coining almost mruskcal,
acronyms. The most popular one being
NASSACOM, the coalition of vartous ‘
representing nationalist, socialist and
communist groupings. Another one that one
remembers rather vividly is GANEFO, the games
Hrmm. states, or something to that

After all these years, one certainly
identify all kinds of mistakes blunders
commitied by the founder-president of
Iindonesia. But it is hard to deny that he
colour 1o his ., even when milllons of
people stood on the of starvation.

Is a War Tribunal Enough to Try Crimes against Humanity?

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

in the most [rightening
way. Everyday, to
CNN and BBC, we come across
stories of mass murders,
concentration camps, children
without faces or limbs, mass
and mass rapes in the
war of hatred in former
Yugoslavia. The words and
images haunt us with an eerie
familiarity reminding us of
World War Il holocaust. The
only difference is that this time
the victims are Muslims instead
of Jews and that the world sits
by and watches even after
promising so convincingly 40
years ago that it would never let
such crimes be committed
again.

Since 1948, the International
community has formed conven-
tions, international customary
and treaty law that condemn
these war crimes and demand
punishment for the criminals.
The Geneva Conventions, for
example, accepted by Yugos-
lavia, state the duties of all
belligerents to protect both the
members of opposing forces and
civilian populations. The
conventions describe the duties
of states to search for and pros-
ecute all those who have
committed "grave breaches” of
the convention by killing, tor-
ture (inchuding rape), (llegal de-
portation or illegal imprison-

Hismn'r is repeating itself

ment. Needless to say that g
warring factions, especially
Serb militia, have committed
‘grave breaches' of every condi-
tion of the convention.

An international war tri-
bunal akin to the Nuremburg
war trial has been formed to
prosecute those responstble for
the gross crimes that have been
committed every day in the
name ol 'ethnic cleansing’ in
Bosnia and other former
Yugoslav republics. A documen-
tary film titled 'Crimes Against
Humanity' presented by USIS in
Dhaka recently, describes the
functions of the tribunal and
the way it will proceed to find
and try the criminals. One of
the most tm t features of
the tribunal's proceed is
that defendants will be held in-
dividually responsible for the
charges against them and will
not be able to that they
‘acted under " or that the
alleged crimes were actually
carried out by subordinates.

Children with severed limbs,
women who have lost their sons
and husbands, young who
hm-eb:cntnrturtdufirh
repeatedly and old men who
have lost all meaning in life —
these are the recurring images
;lf"Til powerful and shocking

The stories recounted in the

film by the victims of war are
horrible and terrifying. A
woman whose brother was
slaughtered by Serbs recalls
how her village was attacked
and people were shot or thrown
into the fire in front of their
families . Heart rendering ac-
counts of young girls describes
how they were selected and
taken by Serb soldiers to be
beaten and raped. A doctor
barely able to hold back his
tears remembers how he saw a
group of little girls playing out-
side the hospital be blown into
pieces by shell fire right before
his cyes. -
James O'Dea of Amnesty
International comments in the
documentary that one of the
strategies adopted by the Serb
militia has been the removal of
key people from each village
and town. The killings are
therefore, often targeted and
carried out in a systematic
way. Others are more random
and done to terrorize the vic-
tims into leaving — all this a

part of the ‘cleansing process.

the crimes of not letting
humanitarian aid to reach the
refugees. of hospitals being
shelled and doctors being killed
while trying to help the
wounded — all gross breaches

of the Geneva Convention.

The psychological effects of
people who have been ripped of
their homes; family members
and self respect have been dev-

as In the documentary, a
psycho comments that the

children reltve everything. they’
are oo [frightened to eal or slecp

and their drawings repeatedly
depict the violence and de-

struction. '

The main task for the tri-
bunal is gathering evidence,
something that is both difficult
and time consu ., S0 far,
however, evidence been
plenty. Testimonials from vic-
tims are pouring in everyday.
The stories are similar enough
to ensure credibility and all tell
of the grossest violations of
human rights.

Diane Anne Warburtan, rep-
resenting an EC commission in-
vestigating the of women
by soldicrs, uﬂrﬁ the testi-
mondals indicated a
tern of attack on vi
even the rapes were of a public
nature. Women were separated
from their families and then
sclected [rom groups to be
raped and beaten. Many of the
rape victims knew their as-
sailants who were often mem-
bers of the same neighbour-
hood. All of a sudden t had

lar pat-
and -

|

sggi

changed into monsters killing,
raping and burning merctlessly.

Physical evidence is also
being gathered. Chertf Bassian,
special for the tri-
bunal, is responsible for
Eﬂ the testimony to be

at trial, comments that

proof of the crimes s

in order to malke

against the criminals.

many mass graves have

found with experts trying

trace the victims and flm

shots of emaciated prisoners in

concentration camps have al-

been witnessed by the
whole world.

UN and other Human Rights
officials say that all sides in the
13 month-old Bosnian war are
responsible for the atrocities,
but at the same time admit that
the crimes committed by Serb
nationalist militia men and

any
ted by the Bosnian Muslims.

Here we come to a crucial
question: If the tribunal is sert-
ous about prosecuting the crim-
inals, does this mean that
lcaders such as Radovan
Karadric will be tried for en-

the crimes? If it is jus-
tice that the tribunal aims to
establish, then anyone respon-
sible for the atrocities, be they

heads of state or ordinary sol-
diers, should be held culpable.

So far the West has accom-
plished very ittie as far as jus-
tice is concermed. Even while
claboraie peace plans and ne-
gotiations were going on,
Mostar, a predominantly
Muslim town, was continually
being ravaged by Croat soldiers,
food and medicine were not al-
lowed to reach the 35,000 civil-
fans many of whom were
because of lack of food
treatment. The threat of NATO's
ali strikes seemed as emply as
the promises of ‘not
such atrocities’ made
hdulupmumz-um

and UN asscmblies. While the

children were losing thetr itmbs,
even ltves, and were
losing their reasons to

The

cetve them. Ind houses
were rented for those fighters
who had their families with
them, while the rest were made
to share a single house in
groups.

The Herald was able to visit
the houses of several of these
fighters. The most striking thing
about all thetr residences, with-
out exception, is the modesty in
which these people live. During
their early days in Pakistan, as
many as a dozen fightery were
required to share one four-bed-
room house, although after the
war they scattered themselves
out more thinly for security rea-
sons. Sheikh Mohammed
Yousaf Abbas, who now runs an
NGO called the Services Office
for Afghanistan, is a multi-mil-
Honadre many times over. But In
his house tn Hayatabad, the
only room which is properly
furmnished s the one he uses as
an office. The most common
plece of furnishing that most of
these houses have is a
on which they sit, eat, and
sleep.

An Egypuan laughs at his
government's allegation that he
and those like him are merce-
naries who are only fi for
won'lt be more than a hundred
houses in all of Pakistan better
and more expensive than the
ones that most of the shefichs in
Peshawar have back in their
countries. Can moncy alone
make them leave their Hves of
luxury and lve in these condi-
dons?" he argues. This argu-

For

ment also makes sense in the
case of those highly qualified
professionals who held highly
remunerative in the West
before coming to Pakistan. Nor
do most of the genuine fighters
maintain fat bank accounts, as
is commonly believed, iIn
Peshawar. A majority of them
receive their subsistence al-
lowance through the Pakistani
banks. A senior Pakistani
banker confirmed that "Apart
from a few cases, thetr bank ac-
counts wouldn't pop your eyes.”

Thus settled in Peshawar,
the fighters were then placed
with different factions,
mostly with Gulbuddin
Hekmatyar's Hezb-i-lslami,
through an effort coordinated
by the Jamaat and the Inter
Services Intelligence (ISI) of
Pakistan. In an interview with
this correspondent in 1991,
when the Jamaat was yet to re-
cover [rom its euphoria of hav-
ing “defeated the Soviets”, the
Jamaat's advisor on
Afghanistan, Murad Ali Shah,
to as [antastic. "They
came tcr! in thousands and
were an extremely fearless and
motivated lot. impact of
their experience will now be felt
all over the Muslim world,” a
giddy Murad Ali Shah had
claimed, swinging statistically
from side to side, "I tell you,
Egypt will be the first country to
feel thetr impact.”

Today, Murad Alf Shah's po-
sition on the Arab ters has
undergone a rad transfor-
mation. In an interview in June

saken Warriors

this year, he dismissed them as
a factor of no consequence.
“What can a few hundred Arabs
do?" They are not the issue. The
issue is the unity of the Muslim

world. That is what the West s .

scared ol.” he said. completely
:‘rf what he had claimed

fer. kind of 180-degree
turn, in fact, the events
in the post-war life of  these
Arabs. The description of free-
dom fighter has substi-
tuted with the word terrorist,
and the world which was once
stood united behind them is
now condemning them just as
unanimously.

For one, a large number of
them realised to their surprise
that once the war was over,
they were unable to return to
their own countries. A highly
credible source among the rele-
vant circles confirmed that a
majority of the fighters returned
soon after the Soviets pulled
out of Afghanistan. Some ol
them, who were working with
the Hezb, decided to settle in
Alghanistan. A source close to
the Jalalabad administration
estimmtes that some 200 of
them may have settled in
Jalalabad. Many more have
probably settled in other Afghan
towns. The ones that stayed
back in Peshawar were either
those who were not welcome in
their own countries or those
who remained active, with the
cooperation of Pakistani mhtlill;
gence agencies, even after
war officially came to an end.

Between these two cate-

gories, a majority falls into the

Hayatabad : Playing host to the fundamentalists.

first. Although it {s impossible
to determine their numbers,
educated estimates from vari-
ous sources do not put the fig-
ure at more than a few hun-
dred. They are stuck in
Peshawar primarily because
their respective governments
are too scared to welcome them
back. "Afghanistan was a liber-
ating experience for these
Arabs,” one important of-
fcial In'm Frontier -
ment. “The first thing
came across was the Pakistani
ress, which, even under
neral Zia, ap to them
far more free than anything
they had ever seen back home.”
Despite the fact that Pakistan
has lived under dictatorship for
most of 1ts history. the
restrictions on Individual
freedom in some of the Arab
countries would sound incredi-
::.ﬂrmn to the il:kllunil:‘
NeEwspapers, ,
are not allowed to cm
crime story, because o
crime does not exist in Saudia.
Iin Egypt, any repot on
Mubarak's opposition which
does not give it a terrorist
colour is equated with treason.
But having tasted freedom in a

country ltke Pakistan — which
most Arab fundamentalists in
Peshawar, whether they are
fighters or not, believe has a
better Islamic culture than the
Arab countries — they are un-
likely to remain inactive once
they return to their own coun-
Lries.

"We now realise that our

governments actually wanted to

get rid of us so that we could
not create trouble for them.”
says Makkawal. "That is why
they cooperated so readily in
sending the [fighters to
Afghanistan.” The same was
hinted at by the Amir of the
Jamaat-i-Islami, Qazi Hussain
Ahmed, in one of his briefings
during the allied attack on
Kuwait last year, explaining his
reasons for parting ways with
the Saudi government, Qazi
Hussain had sald that the
Saud{ t had been
consistently taking the better
fighters nuh; of the Islamic
movement giving them ex-
tremely lucrative academic as-
signment in Saudil research
institutions. “They must have
expected that most of us would
be killed here,” says All, a
Sudanese. Alf married an

is indiscriminate, western
pressure on Pakistan to curb
their activities is focused largely
on a small section of these
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Amenophis III, the

“Sun Pharaoh”
by Pascale Teinac

E name does not
usurped when one exam-
ines the long peaceful

sumptuous of this
Pharaoh, the ninth king of the
13th dynasty who lived in the
|4th century BC. This somew-
hat mysterious Pharaoch was
unfairly outshone by the reno-
wn of his son, Amenophis V.

Akhe naton, the heretic Pharaoh
who devoted himsell to the

single worship of the sun god
Aton, or of his grandson Tutan-

khamen, whose tomb gave up

s0 many treasures.
Amenophis [ll came to the

throne at the age of 10 and

ruled from 1391 to 1353 BC. It
Continued on page | |

The € cdossnad hyeadd of Ameraphia [l he "Sun Paracoh® exhibited n

Cirarvd Malais in Parts

Pakistan, in camps “Somewhere
inside Alghanistan.” Senlor
security official and other
sources also do not refected the
possibility of some Arab

However,
Pakistani offictals believe that
there is no way of knowing
whether or not the training
camps once managed by the
Services Office inside

tan still exist. But the
fact remmains that Arabs contin-
ued to trickle into Peshawar tn
small numbers and most of

nﬂmﬂ

But t use is

training to now tm
war is over? One such
revealed that a few of his
[rends who arrived in Pakistan
some 1|8 months ago.
Sub ently travelled to

Algeria to help the Algerian
fundamentalists who were de-
nied power even after they won
a general election.
wk:-muuy hw for
FIS is -

dﬁrncr-cy-rdﬂutly-rmnf
governments is unacceptable to
most fundamentalists,” says a

i

non fighter Arab now living in
Peshawar. According o one
fighter, some on his

raries rven went o Bosnia
returned soon afler because
they found the Bosnian
Muslims “too Europeanised to
be able o understand funda-

dications of what Makkawal
might be hinting at. The
Herald's impression was that

Immigration at the Ka
Afrport for as long as



