c <

=

A

e,

N dozens of indiscrimina-

te falds since October
1992, when the J]

;urvidtncemuldhe

At first, Peshawar's Arab
community chose to take the
drubbing qutetly. By nature,
and in some cases out of com-

down on the Arabs by the police
— the efficlency which In
dealing with crime can other-
wise be seen from the fact that
many Afghans run easlly ac-
cessfble heroin dens for Punjabi

some 230 Arabs who were
found to be “tnwolved In unde.
sirable activities”. Ostenafbly,
these orders were aimed st ar
rest and expulsion of the mem:
bers of certain Intermational ter

Muslim and western
countries. In effect, the effort
proved to be little more than a
dance in the dark, mostly at the

expense o Lhose Arabs who
themselves speak bitterly
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Peshawar today, a wholly invis-
ible minority of whom may have
links with terrorist organisa-
tions, an overwhelming majority
of the city's visible Arab com-
munity has had nothing to do
with mili or violence, ex-
cept by way of reliefl operations.

However, it is exac this
visible community has
attracted the attention, and
wrath, of the Peshawar police.
"Some of our workers were

badly beaten up, their houses
were ransacked the police]”,
says Zahid Al chairman

of the Islamic Co-ordination
Council (ICC) and regional
manager of Lajnat, one of the
largest Muslim relie{ organisa-

There are 17 Mushim reltef
agencies currently working in
Peshawar which together em-
ploy over 600 workers. A
ity of these workers come
varfous Arab countries around
the world. By far the most ac-
cessible of the lot, these relief
workers caught the brunt of the

countries do nol issue pass-
ports o minors, whose

tographs are pasted on W thetr

parenis passports instead. The
Peshawar Mee, however,

the raid. "We are under pres-
sure (rom [slamabad.

were stnct instructions o the
police not Lo spare anyone who
did not have compilete docu-
meniis.” says a sendor official in
the NWFP governiment. “Some
mistakes might have been
made, bul there was no other
way of going about 1"

The [aflure of the Peshawar
police was eviden! from the fact
that it was taken 10 court for
mosl of the arrests it made, and

1 0 e oulromuenily reloneed

on orders [rom the Peshawar

High Court.
"Our siay here has now be-
come a political issue and the
ure on us o leave is
mostly external.” says Zahid.
Police officials in Peshawar
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Crackdo

wn in Peshawar

by Aamer Ahmed Khan

Once viewed as heroic fighters for the Afghan jehad,the Arabs who poured into Peshawar through the '80s are
today being labelled terrorists and subjected to an indiscriminate crackdown by the Pakistani authorities. Worse,
many of them come from countries which fully backed their Afghan adventure but are now unwilling to take them

back Here is a
with the Herald, Karachi

special report on the Arabs stranded in the Frontier capital awaiting deportation, by arrangement

admit that there existed no
reason for the Pakistan gov-
ernment to ask these Arabs to
leave were almost inwvist -
ble t their stay here
As far as we are concerned, they
never created administrative

i

tivities like theft and robbery
over the past ten years.

Zahid admits that there may
have been some criminal ele-
ments or even terrorists
amongst these Arabs. But he
argues that they could have
been picked up one by one
without targeting the entire
Arab community. "How do they

us to work in these con-
ditions? And ff we decide to
pack up and leave. it will be the

Afghans who will suffer.” he
says. i
According to ICC figures, the
17 Arab NGOs involved in relief
and rehabilitation work for the
refugees have spent over
200 millon US dollars in
Alghanistan and the refugee
camps in the Frontier over the
past five years. All this money,
says Zahid, came from private
donations. Aainat Al-Dawa Al-
Islami, a Kuwaiti NGO, alone
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runs ten surgical hospitals, 100

basic health centers, 150
schools, 200 Quranic centers,
380 tubewells, 150 mosques
and four huge orphanages
which have so far provided shel-
ter to over 15,000 homelecss

children.
The f[igures collected from

other Muslim NGOs indicate
that their total humanitarian
work in Afghanistan and the
Frontier-based camps over the
past ten may be worth
well over -a-billlon dollars.
This sum is greater than the to-
tal commitment of some BS
Western and Afghan NGOs who
moved into Peshawar in the lat-
ter half of the '‘80s.

The ICC has held several
mectings with local administra-
tion officials over the past three
months to sort out some mutu-
ally acceptable way of screening
the Arabs working for the vari-
ous NGOs. Each time, the ICC
has been assured that genuine
aid workefs would not be ha-
rassed. However, in every fresh
raid, some aid workers are in-
variably hauled up and humili-
ated. When Afghans working for
the western NGOs were being
targeted by militants from the
Hezb and other factions some
three years ago. the event made
headline news all over the
world. But the plight of these

icant mention even inside
Pakistan — des the fact that
they are being by the

same people who are supposed

to protect them.
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‘The Forsaken Warriors

Holed up in a suburd of Peshawar, the Arab fighters and NGO workers speak out bitterty about the cruel irony of fate which has left them with
nowhere 10 go. As many of them are on the run from the local authorities as well as on the hit list of their home governments, ther names have
been changed 10 protect heir identity unless otherwise stated ...

IT every rﬂr‘ day,
the world s getting

W smaller for the few

hundred Arab fundamentalists

down in Afghanistdn.
. such orders are

that 1t 1s
"sponsoring International
terrorism” by tuming a blind
eye towards the post-war
activities of these battle-

could be further from the truth.

Army who Is now a
sworn enemy of the Hosni

Mubarak day,
_ there would ads from
kafils (sponsors| will o A-
nance anyone interested in go-
ing for jehad.”

ltke Saudi "Every
Friday, the Khatiba in the
would urge the more
alfiucnt 4o finance these whe
were willing to go for jehad. If a
was himeell unable w0 go
some reason, he would sell
ﬁlmmﬂrly
financing somebody S ex-
plaina K M Mustafa (real
name], an Egyptian -
British nattionality now
in Peshawar. On finding a po-
tential fighter, a kafll would
then not only organise his pas-

sage to Peshawar but would
also -Ti him and his entire
famd as long as they chose
to stay in Peshawar, "Discount
tickets of up to 78 per cent were
available In Saudi Arabia for
anyone, wanting te travel to
istan for the jehad,” says
Zahid Al Shaikh, the chatrman
of the Islamic Co-ordination
Council which is a monitori
agency of the Peshawar-ba
Muslim NGOs.These tickels
were subsidised by the Saudi

government.

The kafil system was the
mot successful method of
recruitment especiafly in
the more affluent Musiim
countries like Saudl
Arabia. " Every Friday, the
khatiba In the mosques
would urge the more
affiuent to finance those
who were willing to go for
jehad.”
fr ST s |

The was made popu
lar all over the Muslhim world
through a masstve propaganda
campaign organised by the
Rabita Alam Islami a the
Ikhwan, international Mushm

isations with worldwide

[ and networks.

It was thetr ef-
forts that the kafll system
apread even In  non-Arab
Muslim ceuntries. Hetween
1983 and 1988, the period

which the Pakistani authorities
claim saw the highest rate of
influx, over 5,000 Arabs are cs-
timated to have entered
Pakistan financed by the kafil
system. As many, if not more,
are estimated to have come here
on their own. They journeyed
from as far away as Sencgal,
Sudan, Somalia, Tunis, Upper
Volta, Algeria, Philippines as
well as from the Middle East,
Syria, Jordan, Yemen, Saud{
Arabim, Morocco, Egypt,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Turkey,

studying at an American uni-
versity at thdt time. One
fighter interviewed by the
Herald was a highly qualified
professional working in America
before he decided to move to
Pakistan.

Once In Pakistan, they were
given red carpet treatment,
courtesy mainly the Jamaat-i-
islarmi, which opened up dosens
of Baitul Ansaar (transit
houses) all over Peshawar to re-

Continued on Page 10

ntury after, a People
Return Home to Namibia

Aler nearly a century in exile the Baherero people are returning 10
their home, Namibia. They have been living in neighbouring
Botswana since the days when Namibia was a German colony. At the
beginning of the century 80 per cent of the Herero nafion were mas-
sacred by the Germans. Now that Namibia is independent, thes
descendants are moving back home in a five-year repatriation.

Brian-Bethuel
Katjimune

writes from
Windhoek

Kai Kauakeriyamba, 89.

He fled Namibia with his
parents in 1904 from war |
with the Germans. Now he

is going home

Over the border .10
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opened with the decisi-
on by many of the Baherero
people to end B9 years of exile
in neighbouring Botswana. The
two governments are to
repatriate them to their
motherland, settling them In
the remote north-eastern village
of Gam.
The Hereros [better known in
Botswana as Baherero) first told

the Botswana nuthﬂﬂuu.\*

through their chiefs, that they
wantled to return 'way bark in
1948,

In those days Botswana was
the British protectorate of
Bechua and could not
allow them to resettle since
Namibia, then known as South
West Africa, was a South
African colony. Bechuanaland
expressed support for the idea
in 19486.

During a war between the
Germans and the Hereros, from
1904 to 1907, about 80,000
Hereros — about 80 per cent of
the Herero nation at that time

soldiers followin
“extermination order” of Gencral
Von Trotha.

The repatriation process
started on April 28. One of the
first to move, 78-year-old
Kaipaperua Tiikurame, said: “In
spite of all the difficulties we
faced In trying to convince the
Bostawana authorities to allow
us to returm home, | am at least
now happy that the hour has
come for us to return to the
promised land.

*Although it was not the
Botswana Government's policy
on paper to discriminate
rhu us, the Hereros, most
our educated youth do not

evident the younger gen-
‘eration. He « "We used to
help each other in farming ac

tivities, in many other things in
lfe. but now this has all

An M- Herero woman,
Yaviruka re, was con-
cerned at the way Botswana

has beeri neglecting the '

its senior citizens.

She said: “For the 20 years |
Kave been sick, the government
has never helped me, particu-
larly with transport from my vil-
lage (Kanags) to town for treat

ment ... | have suffered a lot
and for many days and nights |
had to sleep in the bush as |
was too weak to walk to the
nearest health centre for treat-

menl.
"l do not know how Namibia

will treat me. | have never been
here before, but at least [ will be
happy to suffer and die in my
own country rather than in a
foreign country.”

Her brother, 95-year-old
Katkawa Kertyamba, was, at the
age of six, one of the- 1,500
Hereros who crossed the border
in Botswana with Chiel Samuel
Maharero In 1904. He said
“Although | am too old mow, |
would love to see my people

the prople for whom my parents
suffered and died during the
war.”

Other repatriated Baherero
are going back because
Botswana does not provide
pensions for the elderly and
Namibia docs, \

The Baherero also say the
state-owned mass media in
Botswana, especially the radio,
has no service in the Dtmjﬂ'mm
language, and they are to
listen to an speak Engliah and
Seteswana

Another elderly Herero,
Riundja Tythumino, has a dif-
ferent view "1 am very happy
here and 1 do not care about the
pension meney people get in

Veketa Karenambo, 75, said
th-lwhrdmnnﬂhh
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beel.
When repatriation started
some [amilies were torn apant



