Kamal's New Party Creates Waves, but Faces Challenges
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Hossain and his allles have
finally floated the new party
with a pledge to bring in a new
trend in the politics. After
formal launching of the party,

(reformist], NAP (Pankaf and

JSD (Siraj) would function.
Hours before the formal an-

nouncement of launching the

However, AL's recent gearing up of organisational activities indicate that they have become much

By issuing the Bangladesh Jute Corporation

{BJC) Repeal Ordinance, the government has taken
-the final step in winding up the state-owned entity.
The act marks a stage in the process of getling the

government out of running business houses and

industrial ventures. By closing down BJC, the gov-

ernment will also fullll a commitment made to the

Kamal, who was with Awami
ue for more than two
decades, declared that greater

urﬂ&m the people would
be pivot of his politice and
his party would strive to bring

forming a new party makes little
impact as such among the
people nowadays.

However, the scenario of
floating Kamal's party has been
a different one and it immedt

former Foreign Minister Kamal
Hossain, who was still then a
presidium member of the AL,
made exiensive tour around the
country and constituted a
preparatory committee in March

Shajahan Straj offictally joined
the NGC and with the
Gano Forum (GF). A dissident
group of the AL including some
of its senlor leaders also joined
hands with Kamal.

by the NGC that pro-

a 111 -member organising

committee including a Council
of Chalrmen and Sccretariat.

Dr Kamal was empowered to
act as the chief executive of the

new party on 20 August, Kamal
Hossain resigned from the pri-
mary membership of AL and
conveyed #t to Shetikh Hastna

The AL central commitiee,
which was in session since

3 o : ts

in the tely d le's attention.  this year for a National Grand A seven-member Executive GF, sinee the party's architec - ' bes
World Bank. However, ensuring a fair price (o the -'ﬁhnu]ut “mmnwﬂt in- ;;b‘urympmrum n'l'.li}rr:ing the Convention (NGC) which was Council of the GF comprising id not reach consensus t.? Wf:'uf., - MM -EI

jute grower still remains an'issue of immediate dependence meaningful. Gano Forum was a departure  held during 27-29 August in Kamal Hossain, Pankaj ¢€letl someone a8 SeTA o the AL high command,

concemn. :
True, the interplay of supply and demand would
determine the prige in a market economy and the
nt should not interfere with the process.
However. markets are seldom. il ever, perfect.
Trading in jute in this country perhaps provides a
striking example of market imperfections. The long
chain of middlemen pay scant regard to the rules of
the game. The jute grower, utterly'lacking in
holding-power to wait for a better price,.is almost

The new party has been
named Gano Forum, keeping
stmilarity with . that of

Democratic Forum
i , which was formed by
“Kamal Hossain on 19 June last
year. The BDF, a non-partisan
platform of like-minded politi-
claris and individuals, was the

creating the new organisation.
Launching a new party or

prime mover in the process for .

from the normal practice. So
far, it was witnessed in mos!
cascs that the dissident group
or faction of a severs the
relationship with the organisa-
tion, forms a new commitice
under the same banner or with
a changed nomenclature and
maintains scparate entity.

The Awami (AL}, the
National Awami Party (NAP),
Jattya Samajtantrik Dal [JSD)

Dhaka. The Gano Forum
emerged at the end of the

Bhattacharya, Barrister Amirul
Islam. Advocate Zahirul Islam,

BEHIND THE HEADLINES
B e

Convention th Kamal as iis
president. r

Before h Id.ﬁg the NGC,

Saifuddin Ahmed Manik. AM A
Muhit and Shajahan Siraj MP
was elected to act as the

Secretary. It is understood that
there was a number of aspi-
rants for this lucrative position.

A programme cﬂnt.n;:‘h:‘ a
National Development tegy
was also approved by the con-
vention which is, in fact, the
manifesto of the new organisa-
tion. The programme, drafted by
groups of experts, incorporates
26 chapters which deal with
national issues as well as major
national problems suggesting

Kamal's desertion from the

is not or im
portant for them while they be-
lieve that formation of the Gano
Forum would not affect the
Awami League at all. Howewver,
AL's recent gearing up of organ-
isational activities indicate that
following the new initiative of
Kamal Hossain, the AL leader-
ship has become much more
alert to keep their house in

man tes inchud :

invariably at the receiving end. Till recently. the | an organisation liﬂnul l:d m':: rmdthe rsl?;:rgﬂm ::F it Bodis of ihe eimiene deckion inaiing Lady - Peuetls semadion: onder.
government used to fix a minimum price for raw Phﬁﬂﬂ?iﬁréﬁ n?npgﬂlit::ll cnnifd such desertion of diasi- preparatory committee were or-  to run the party. The programme stressed Launching of a new party by
t d tried to enforce it through direct pur- = ; axE on of rival  ganised with members from This Executive Council ts ™Much on development of educa- a veteran leader like Kamal
jute am th Bl sect F parties, pursuing uniform or dents and lormation gil’f l el particsrant. Bew Duey Tormeistiongslsme Gk sohor Artd Eopebiet sl Fleooain bl By othis poME
chescs by s owTi SgEUCIES In Lhe pu Chi B | ethgecietic Adeniagics; AL @Rnee e while i student front of the political cal forces, is undoubtedly a

- litical But the Gano Forum can be individuals while those distriet and strategy to erganise the udent fron po ca ,

years nu?v. BJC had been the main arm of the gov ::Lra ﬁh:l}: :gtth;u;lmﬂ nl;an . described as a party organised committecs functioned as base party before it goes for the parties. The GF believes that  challenge, small or big, for the
ernment’'s market intervention mechanism in raw e ikt o "-1 e = omewhatnceddtie it Skie- of the party in the National Council within 15 this would help to curb terror- Awami League. Yet, it is also an

jute. As could be expected. business considerations

Existence of most of these

tence in a different way that

offing. The
Communist Party of lhnggxk-lh

months where a full-

dged

ism -on the campus. The GF

opportunity for the AL, the

seldom guided BJC's operations. Coupled with rile parties remained confined to  fook 14 months to complete the ICPIH'-:ITMT::EHd l;adl‘f tb}' central Fk.dtr;hjp : conference that hh.t would itage, to be Itﬂ.urpﬂud h;'
% Toce Sailuadin me anik, the elected. For the time being, the party : ;
internal mlsmﬂnagfmtnt. the mﬂdf ﬂf its opera their ligﬂb'ﬂfdl and P 8. not have student or labou facing the new M F)hﬁ-
BJ An ements issuedso the press. Soon after formation of the NAP led by Pankaj party activities will be guided > any r
tions could only land Ciinty huge losscs, g ;it:::c:. ':h.: annuu{:mtnmnt of BDF, its leaders including Bhattacharya and the JSD under an Interim constitution  Wings, but some organisations  cally.

this is exactly what happened. Had BJC been a
private sector enterprise, it would have faced liqui-
dation long ago ~
Does this mean that the jute growers will now be
left at the absolute mercy of the traders and the
middlemen? Well, not just yet perhaps. The
Bangladesh Jute Mills Corporation (BJMC] is still
there. Available reports indicate that BJMC would
_now be buying directly from the growers and, per-
haps. a larger quantity than its normal offtake.
However, the operations of BJMC also will get

OWN south, a family of

eight Cambodian refug-

ees, two Chinese and

two Malaysians, are sworn in as

new New Zealanders at a
ceremony in Dunedin. '

In Christchurch, a 17-year-

Ian McCrone writes from Dunedin, New Zealand

But their attitude 1o
“Asiatics” was very different. An
anti-Chinese association was
forced in the 1850s, even before
any labourers f(rom South

selves as of European descent
and 10 per cent said they wore
Maon.

It is only in the last 10 years
that New Zealand governments

present round of “Aslan-bash-
ing ® Primary school teachers
have complained that too many
Astan children — who include
Cambodian and Vietnamcse

recenl years have been mem-

bers of the Tan family, coached -

by he father, Choon Tan, who
setiled in Christchurch from
Malaysia. A daughter, Audrey
Tan, graduated Bachelor of

New Zealand : Racism Colours Outbursts of Asian Bashing

the community ought to emu-
late rather than resent.” com-
mented the New Zealand Herald
(Auckland).

The Dominien (Wellington) :
“The sodner we realise newcom:
ers from Asia are not a problem
but a rich new resource for our

own in pursuance of the com- old New Zealand woman of China arrived to work on the have actively developed a policy  refugees as well as the sons and »
cirastically Eﬂ:;dg th ?wernmenl under the Malaysian-Chinese parentage, goldfields. of trying lo attract migrants daughters nl‘mn_hd Hong Kong  Science this year with highest  future, the better. }
HULECIILS: MAGe Dy O & tops a University of Canterbury In 1881. an Act of based on wealth and skills Chinese — don't understand marks of he course in mathe The Press (Christchurch): “If
forthcoming Werld Bank financed jute sector re- degree course with first class  Parliament levied a poll tax of rather than on race. Asians English matics, at the age of 17 the New Zealand economy s to

forms programme. What will happen then?
1"he jute traders and middlemen will not turn

honours in mathematics.
Up north in Auckland, a se-

10 pounds sterling on Chinese
conming into New Zealand. This

with money,; particularly Hong
Kong Chinese, have arrived in

The teachers say they have
to spend too much time giving

One of the shrillest voices
against immigration is that ol

achieve the growth rate it
needs, to more fully employ its

f ries of newspaper articles about was a lot of money in those growing nunibers these young pupils special at Dr Ranganul Walker. a mixed people, increased en-
bcnlgn o h ggj - Nﬂ{ I:HIIII t??n?::: lbi?, ;llgsmtgv Ehc an “invasion” of migrants from days, and it was mlicd to 100 Seven years ago, the Chinese tention, to the detriment of New !Jlnud Maori _u::‘ildrmh‘ and “"P"f“'—‘unl] talents are neces-
if they wished lo. In a a ' s al Asia provokes cries of racism pounds sterling a few years population of New Zealand Zealand white and Maori chil- Maori rights™ battler who sary.
admitted that factors such as the internation from pakeha (white)] New later to try to keep numbers in  numbered fewer than 20,000.  dren. claims newcomers of other The Southland Times
price situation, overseas and domestic demand, Fealanders. as well as from check By 1991 it hadedoubled and has Some are demanding that all races will replace Polynesian-  (Invercargill] : “New Zealand

level of production at home and abroad, are im-
portan! considerations which guide the behaviour
of the raw jute market. Looking at years ahead, it's
time that the government gives thoughts to build-
ing up a safety net programme for the jute growers
too, For tinstance, special storage facilities could be
created for jute where the grower could place his
produce in the form of a pledge and receive part

payment for it. Accounts could be settled when the .

Chinese settlers, old and new.

in the same city, the contro-
versy is fuelled by a Maori aea-
demic — of part-British ances-
try — calling for a ban on all
migrants [rom Asian because,
he says, they take jobs away
from Maoris. :

In the capital Wellirigton,

clares that New Zealand is part

Prime Minister Jim Bolger de- -

Asians were excluded from
the first government pension
scheme in 1898 while they
lived, and were burlied on the
fringes of cemeteries when they
died. By 1903, the authorities
were fingerprinting Chinese
immigrants and subjecting
them to an English language
test.

The WAS

“yellow peril’

grown even faster since.
Most of the immigrants have

youngstars have a basic knowl-
edge of English before being

e e — ————— e

Asians bringi

ng in large quantities of cash do

not hide their wealth. This arouses envy in many
New Zealanders, more than 200,000 of whom

have no job.

e ——————————— ——————— e —————————

scttled in Auckland, to the point
where the predominantly white

admitted to junior classes.
Others point to the law ol the

pakeha bi-culturalism with a
multi-cultured mix.

At the other end of the scale,
Prime Minister Jim Bolger has
surprised his countrymen by
dec New Zealand is a part

of Asia and he is proud to be -

called “an Asian leader”.

These statements were re-
garded gencrally as a bit over
the top, but they at least put

needs Aslan capttal and the
Asian business expertise which
goes with it.”

The importance of Asian
countries to the New Zealand
economy is underiined by the
latest trade statistics which
show they provide nine ol he
top 20 export markets.

Japan is New Zealand's sec-
ond biggest trade partner (after

is finallv sold ofl — maybe at a better price than of Asia and government statisti-  matched in the late 19th cen- o ol burb of Howick  land which says all are entitled the official seal on the drift Australia). Next in line from
{:tit the g}DWI.‘I‘ would get at the nngct of the cians produce figures showing lfllllrjlb)' f;!ar of lht;d Russians. A :ﬁ?;::n: fgh;ﬂf; in racist 10 a free state L.M S mth: p&r:;-ncc ﬁumauﬂnwna{ ‘ir andh:r LT:‘ n;&;ulmm_ Tl.:.thm._m
: . chain of feris a un em- _ - : 0CC Y _ | :

season. Comparable arrangements for rice market- mm;ﬁm R lncermering W buith Emnd the Hang :i’i‘"“ n“’f t; s 3:"“"' “"Lh““'}' conservatiVe governments with Singapore, Indonesia and
ing came as a boon for the farmers in Thailand - PRI it agiinat @ Missian Hva N O e e, | B orepe Thailand
' enue. it g Graeme Lee said recently: "The ility or race. : :

{ jute bein smugglcd out poses a sion fleet which never appeared. il Foreign Aflairs Minister Don At present, up north in

LORBIINY o £ . Theae spparcatly anresied Before World War I};,wtherc 2 e oL fwew cenlmid ik There is plenty of evidence. MeKinnon has accused Auckland, the Race Relations

real threat at this time of the year, particularly if
domestic buying is at a low level. The farmer is
strapped for cash immediately after harvesting and
he cannot be ed to differentiate between buy-

events are all part of a sudden
awakening of New Zealand to
Asia, and with it, a resurgence
ol emotion, from resentment to

fear, which dates back more

was antagonism toward Japan,

which at the time was deep into °

its Greater East-Asia Co-pros-
perity Sphere police and busy

in transition. We are becoming
increasingly multi-cultural, evi-
denced by the 155,000 people,
or 4.6 per cent of our total
population, who make up the

that the Asian study ethic en-
ables young students to catch

up fairly guickly in class, and
leap aheat? in later years.

s of results

“rednecks” of stirring up racial
tension against Asians and the

way they are buying into New
Zealand. He said the country

Conciliator, a government-ap-
pointed arbitrator of com-
plaints, is investigating
grievances ol members of the

ers. This aspect calls for special attention this sea- than a century. . spying throughout the South  [ip i cector An ethnic needed both Asian people and Chinese community who have
SOT. ﬁCCﬂrdiﬂg to the latest forecast of the The white pioneer settlers of  Pactfic. Distrust of the Japanesc RS ians accepted as ofthe twunmjml‘ﬂghsdml::- their capital. - been upset by the recent at-
International Jute Grganlsatiﬂn {].JID]_ glohal ju[e New Zealand in the mid- 1 800s did not prevent large sales of “business® immigrants by aminations held nationally last Editorial comment on the tacks.

production is likely to fall in 1992-93 season. IJO
says that the jute area in India declined by 21.5
per cent in this season. Recent Indian press reports
suggest that apprehending a shortfall in supplies,
the local jute industry has called for a total ban on
raw jute exports, There could thus be a case for the
government here to intervene in the market this

were of English, Scottish
and Irish stock. They signed a
treaty with the Maoris, a
Polynesian people who came
south in their sailing canoes
nearly 1,000 years earlier.
When the provinces feder-
ated, the British newcomers
guaranteed the Maori tribes

scrap metal to them. But today,
acceptance of the former enemy
as a valued, and equal, trading
partner is opposed by many ol
the war generation, particularly
old soldiers who were prisoners
of the Japanese.
New Zealand has tradition-

ally taken its immigrants [rom

bringing in large quantities of
cash and promises of industrial
investment, do nol hide their
wealth. This arouses envy in
many New Zealanders, more
than 200,000 of whom have no
job. There js resentment of

newcomers who can afford so
much more of the good Hfe than

year, shows Asians were the top
achievers. Nearly 18 per cent
scored at least one A in the
school certificate exam, inst
2 per cent of Maori candidates.
In the bursary exam, 33.8 per
cent of Asian students got an A
pass, against 254 per cent of
pakeha New Zealanders and 7.2

controversy has sided with the

government's encouragement of
Asian immigration. The Sunday

~ News (which has national circu-

lation), said Dr Walker's ban on
immigranis was “rampant
xenaphobia® which should be
*laughed out of court.”

"Asiatic New Zealanders set

Down south in Dunedin,
where some of the Chinese citi-
zens are third and iuurth—rn—
eration New Zealanders [rom
the days of the gold rush last
century, a multi-ethnic council
has been formed to fight racism
and speak out for minorities in
the community. :

season — may be through BJMC — to buy jute, at parliamentary representation by  Britain and the Pacific Islands most established New FET cent of Maoris and Pacific  gtandards of energy the rest of —Depthnews Asia
least in the border areas. creating four special seats in  like Samoa, Tonga and Fiji. In  Zealanders. slandcrs. . . -
ervi this news the House of Representatives the 1991 census, 83 per cent of But {ronically, the English Among the country’s cxcep- )
Man exclustve ILEVIEw With PAPEL D [omehionat i thia day. New Zealanders classed them-  language issue has triggered the  tional mathematics scholars in

visiting Harvard prefessor said in Dhaka the other
day that many mainstrearn economists thought
that neither governments nor markets always
functioned effectively. This, he pointed out, pro-
vides a potential role for the government in mitigat-
ing the imbalances of markets. Such a situation
seems to have arisen in the jute market now,

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters

part is up; foreign exchange re-
scrve stands at US 81.8 billion,
one of the highest; bumper har-
vesl; tax revenue collection has

- signs, is

union activities under reason-
able control, the economy,; with
its present state of healthy

poised to unleash the

OPINTON

Mr Kuldip Nayar's article
"Four Decades after Indepen-

‘Where do People Turn to?

Md J A Bhuiyan .

of the environment from the
pollution and protection of cul-

: B cxceeded larget; inflation rate is | fo of growth. Now it is the |d¢nce: Where do People Turn tural heritage. 2
Culverts Set a Record are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts. | e of the lowest in the il g N dodatiinalate il 1T pugl’;!tﬂ in T:n Dat paT;nn of India in 1947
Pseudon are acce However, all ecommunica- | and foreign aid utilization posi- lay his with an fron fist. | Star on ugust, c continued to tension in
When undertaking any construction work the ’ ::" o ftedr g ot | tion is guite in terms of  His efforts alone. however won't | SPlls out the political horizon  the subcontinent and, conse-
pertinent government agencies work more as a ions must bear w s real name, signature a played in the South Asia during

paymaster in a hurry than anything else. The civil
contractors and the consulting firms — responsible

address.

the ADB/WH set standards. So
the macro-economic: handling
has been excellent in terms of

suflice. His mission to crack
down on the criminals including

the extortionists and to tame

the last half a century. The
political themes, indeed, did not

quently, both the nations built
up their military base frrespec-
tive of the eapability of their na-

11 heduled banks 1n the S ; i bring about in the . economy. Following
for the execution of the job — are only too eager to Purchase ﬂfwage :nu:ftyel: :i:ll '::g: I-.‘.:rn:-r: ILE:: rug;u ! ;i;'ﬁam;:::t Eﬁﬁ:&r the mhlri: I;:buu;; front must be ln;:-ecm‘:cwdﬂelupmt of :::I::un n::?nnl:t; muﬂ:
oblige. The money spent in the so-called develop- Earners Development Bonds through  pahman scems to have done his ;‘ﬁmﬂ e PR oo | the general mass of this part of  weme diverted rather to the bru-
mei1it works usually come from abroad — and the m?dﬂpmﬂﬂt Bond l:.'ulrwerl.ﬂ:rlc ':;h“;l"'ﬁ‘ 1:1!5 “:'ﬂll £Y  pan ol the job. But the question  jeaders. ' :M;':"H umpl'um of re o talization of l:h‘ m;:klnd.

a long way in promoting inter R > undamen sm, commun mon were

money minting operations for (he Benelit of the | decn by ney’ ihe Bungla: " nal savings and aflord some ¢ Ficking up? Thie ia simply & K. Nasir Al i it ssoie-co Ml ooyl s pritebiy e
l'l"lﬂﬂcy min ﬂﬂ GPETE S 10r . e ne ] e ;3 an 4 a8 reliax ‘ somc Euntr Eﬂd [U‘I.UI"I_‘ prnl;t-cth:m Lo hamlng situation and no bﬂi}’ Tw Dhaka ﬂ'ﬂﬂ[kd “E h-t ﬂt}: IEBPE gpnrnt in t_he Indian mh_m-
poor [amilies of the people involved on both these reign Tor ?ﬂﬂfi’““‘““ﬁ“; N Bangladeshi nationals who . 5 know how to address . as a result, migration from  tinent. The horizon of South
sides. m’;?:;; 2 & ore gz;’:‘;d:_!i ,  work with foreign concerns in " One of the plausible expla- one country to another is a Asia is often inflamed with

it is all too familiar a game. And many of ::mmh mf‘l:lng Hhrid in or- Bangladesh. nations, in my opinion, is that Mymemingh_ common phenomenon. Similar communal violence implicating
Bangladesh's rich people got thefr early start from | der to encourage more and y x4 we have failed to manage the Fulbaria Road ﬂ“mmmpm '"m'“"“E ﬂ“l Imlh;'u;"d property’ el the
the surpluses made from government construction | more foreign exchange remit- ROME fronlwell, ) key" soclil o -t ! '

Shewrapara, Mirpur, Dhaka

Sir, | am an inhabitant of the

Pakistan, Shri Lanka, India and

- [actors, withoul the fear of con-
jobs. The surpluses were generated through a very | tances to this country’ lo hoast aclicliin, tan be aaid 10 be  place calledl Akua tn Myiien: “'"11",:"““' _ We cannot break the demar-
simple mechanism. The construction specifications | | e :i_.[ny s prirchuie of inhibiting private investment singh district. The Mymens- partition of India came  cation of the . but we
— !ptClE“}" of materials to be used and their Wage Earners Development Let thﬂ Hﬂ'lﬂﬂ and brisk economic activities ingh-Fulbaria Road (s just in | into being in 1947 with the ob- also m“:nﬂﬂm L:n"
quanta and proportions — were compromised in a | Bond with foreign exchange. Minister play his are the poor law and order sit-  front of my house. The road | jective Dl penest ! mﬂ'm cHangs i ﬁ“r;'m'“lhi“td tla
. ation and th fle labo hich structed in the | regatdiess of the ideology of t pened
manner yielding the greatest dole to the parties in The Bangladesh Bank has part of the game ;‘I::r';‘:l_*‘"{uht r'lf_ :gﬁ b':;-d y ;.; W was constructed in the e i ETily: The jrestir respmmist

the deal and reducing the work on hand to an

-overlooked the fact that a good

Finance Minister M. Salfur

example, sceks to set up a

Pakistani{ period has, by now,
turned completely dllaplf.{';tad.

Mahatma Ghandhi. But this

bility remains with the political

eventual heap of rubbish. The quarter of a billion | number of Bangladesh nation-  Rahman has often been criti- (41 industry with or without philosophy, during the past half  heroes of the respective coun-
Taka Feni Bypm — the first one that is — did not als earn foreign exchange in cized for his blunt statements bank loans the gang of extor: In 1988, the government |a century, remained a dream tries to generate r "wisdom
= 2 ths Bangladesh, working with for-  which, viewed by many, were 1o appear and ask for ook steps to rebuild this road | and has not come out in its true  for the well being of the com-

Naturally, knpowledgeable travellers on Bang-
ladesh highways, keep a tab on thelir stairs. For
any stretch of road can buckle, any bridge or
culvert crumble without giving any notice whatso-
ever. Almost in the manner of nuclear decay in the
world of the quantum.

In this land crisscrossed by canals and rivers,
culverts far outnumber bridges. Six culverts in
Jamalpur are in the news for possibly setting up
some sort of a record. A Daily Star report published
on Thursday says, the six ADB-funded culverts,
costing Tk 80 lakh, have collapsed even before be-
ing commissioned. We are thankful to the consul-
tants who have been tentatively identified as the
villain of the piece, the builders and the Involved

eign embassies, foreign donors
and NGOs, etc through convert-
ible accounts, But they are be-
ing deprived of the facility of
purchasing such development
bonds in Bangladesh. To con-
sider the matter very liberally. it
makes lttle difference between
a person who is working abroad
or inside Bangladesh as long as
he is earning foreign exchange.
This inequality is not conductve
to the healthy growth of econ-
omy and internal mobilization
of resources. This is also
against the spirit of the ordi-
nance governing ‘the Wage
Earners Development Bond.
Will the Ministry of Financc,

perhaps hard truth. Once he
promised to pursue the bank
loan defaulters unto the hell
Unfortunaltely, some invisible
hands scem 1p have restrained
him in doing so. His public ut-
terances — not couched in
diplomatic language, alleging
widespread mismanage ment
and corruption in the public en
terprises which are perennially
losing concerns as well as the
lack of inertia in the private sec
tor, must have antagonized the
rubber barons who want to
grow rich overnight with the
casy money

Let's face fact and give the
devil his due. Although the

money even before the [aclory
goes into production. Organized
labour unions all over the
country, with the blessing of
some political parties, f[re-
quently clamour for wage hikes
with leasl consideration to their
disproportionately low level of
productivity. Resultant strikes

‘ahd hartals tend to eripple the

cconommy and discourage the po-
tential investors.

Unless we manage the law
and order situation well and
discipline the labour front, it s
futile te expect foreign invest-
ment (n our eoguniry, not to
speak ol prupf.ﬂng up the do-

and, as we know, a firm named
‘Sotltech’ was appointed as con-
tractor. The authority gave two
years Uime to finish the work.
But, it is now [ive years going,
and not more than 40 per cent
of the work has been finished.

It is crealing more Inconve:
nience for the passersby as well
as roadside dwellers because
the old road has been broken
and appears all sandy in the
dry season and all muddy in the
MONSoon.

S0 | appeal to the appropri-

ate authorities concerned to

take urgent steps to [ree the

people from their sufferings.

issues like Babri Mosque
in India and also that of the

‘Kashmiri-separatist’ generate
communal tension in the re-
gion. The issue of
Berubari/Anghorpota-

Dahagram was decided based
on the humanitarian principle
that mass scale migration of
two communities is avoided.

Although it had taken more
than three decades to effect this
decision of the great political
leaders but this has indeed
honoured the human values.
Recently, the verdict of the
Supreme Court of India for clo-
sure of 212 industries sur-

mon people. Such an ef-
fort/innovation can easily divert
the national resources towards
real growth of the respective na-
tional economy and bring about
an environment of peaceful co-
existence in this sub-continent.

Representatives of the people!

discharging responsfibility of the

respective national sovereignty
and integrity can also partici-

pate in the national policy mak-
ing in this regard so that the
history takes better shape in a
revolutionary manner as had
taken place in the East
Furopean cpuntries. History
will move ahead on the contri-
butions made and ideology put
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