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Changes in Social Standards
— the Key to Better Health

by Aasha Mehreen Amin __
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Dedicated to the world's underprivileged Bennish, with his patients at ICDDR,B.

In a clean airy room at ICDDR.B (Interna-
tional Centre for Diarrhoeal Diseases Research,
Bangladesh) an American doctor in his thirties,
quietly to his patients in perfect Bangla,
nl:h;‘ t how they are doing. The patients,
though look cheerful enough are emaciated, pale
and all suffering from cholera, a discase that has
in the past killed millions of people in Bang-
ladesh. Although cholera is no longer rampant

inci-
due to over-

inability to
malnutriton.

im

crowding and lack of sanitation. The doctor, Jlow blood suga

Michael Bennish, is a specialist in infectious dis-

eases in tropical countries and has come to

Bangladesh to continue his rescarch on the sub-  lies with better
this

Yet what Bennish, a professor of pediatrics
and medicine at Tufts University, is known
for in the medical circles of both h and
the US is his contributions to the research on
dysentery conducted at ICDDR,B in the early
B80s. With him were other eminent doctors such
as Lincohn Cher, John Rhode, Richard Cash,
Norbert Hershhorn and Majid Mowla.

At that time ICDDR.B centre was known for
its research on choleéra fwhich is a severe form of
diarrhoea) providing oral and IV [intravenous)
solutions for the disease, In 1983, however,
when Bennish came on his second visit, he and
his colleagues discovered that it was an infec-
tious form of dysentery known as Shigella
Bacilleari (relatively ignored until then by re-
searchers), that was killing many children. Oral
I‘mrltbﬂ m not sulficient to treat these

ren. A nu of studies in Dinajpur and
Rangpur were made to assess how many deaths

were caused by dysentery and why it caused fa-
tality. Bennish and the rest of the team. found
that it was the germ Shygella that was the main
culprit, being resistant to the antibjotics com-
monly used to treat the discase. The finger now
pointed to drug policy. "So the point of fssue”,
says Bennish, "became how can you limit bad
drugs.” Bennish adds that even if drugs are
‘good’, prople use them in a bad way. The germ's
resistance to antibiotics was due to In-pm-
ate use of these drugs — an cvil that has me
widespread in Bangladesh, according to
Bennish. In ‘83 the drug used for the discase

Bennish

The key
is C

said than done.

In a society

low, the role of

ecases in many
as India,

was a , safe antfbiotic called co-trimoxazole
which was 100 per cent effective, 1984, says
Bennish, effectivencss of the drug dropped

to only 50 per cent.
The next step was to look for alternative
treatments for the victims of the discase, A
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A sewing training centre for deal women was ned
Wednesday at 96, | in the city jointly by the Rotary
Club of Dhaka North West and Bangladesh Deaf Women
Welfare Association. — Star photo by Taneem

"‘Dhaka WASA

Tender Notice

Tenders are invited from Dhaka WASA enlisted 1st,
2nd & 3rd class mechanical & electrical contractors
and mechanical & elecirical ABC/BC licence holder
contractors for supply of materials for 199 nos. 8" dia
flange type column pipes triangular connection work &

ing of the said pipes at an allotied cost of Taka
61,863/-. Tenders will be received up to 12.00 Noon on
6.9.93 & opened on the same day at 2.00 PM in pre-
representatives,

sence (if any) of the tenderers or their

Schedule of tender will be available at the office of
the Chief Accounts Officer of Dhaka WASA, WASA
Bhaban, 98, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka & all
MODS Zone Offices of Dhaka WASA. Other detailed
descriptions will be available at the office of the

undersigned.
Address

, Dhaka
A-Pl-37193
DFPIG) 13424-28/8
G-1141

?it Kumar Ray
tive Engineer

Workshop Division
Dhaka WASA

Twentyfive pe
by low blood sugar levels. "One thing that is very

portant to remember,” says Bennish "is that
when a child has dysentery or diarrhoea, he
must be fed immediately with something with
calorie value, otherwise there is the danger of

Pakistan,
courses and given innumerable lectures on the
subject. After the ‘91 cyclone, Bennish came to
Bangladesh as part of a UNICEF evaluation team
to assess the health impact
disaster. For the underprivileged of the Third
it is the dedication of doctors like
Bennish, that makes a difference.

number of studies conducted by UNICEF and
other organisations found that there were two
reasons why children died from dysentery:- (a)
get treatment in time and (b) acute

r cent of the deaths was caused

r which can cause death.”

Bennish admits that although such preventive
methods are important, ultimately the answer

and social standards. In

observes Bennish, the government
has to be responsible for certain services such as
sanitation and education of communities.
the example of an education pro-
gramme for children conducted by DANIDA in
which the children teach their mothers what
they have learnt about health and hygiene.
to better health, Bennish reiterates,
in social standards. "We must ad-
dress he says "the concept of what constitutes
cleanliness; in this country, it is not considered
unclean for example, to defecate in the field and
there is no perception that indiscriminate defe-
cation is unhealthy and causes disease.”

Dealing with the problem, however, is easier

"What we (researchers) do,” adds

the pediatrician-cum-scientist, "is address a rel-
atively minor part of the problem. The major
contribution to its solution must be through so-
clo-economic change.”

where health standards are so
education says Bennish, is im-

mense. Meanwhile, the easiest way to reduce in-
fant mortality due to diar~hoea. dysentery and
other infectious diseases,
well-nourished so that they are strong enough to
fight the disease and stay alive,

With an innate sense of responsibility to un-
derprivileged people, Bennish from Detroit, USA,
has been involved in research of infectious dis-

is to keep children

other developing countries such
Equador and Thailand. He

on survivors of the

USIS closed
on Sept 5

The American embassy, the
United States Information Ser-
vice (USIS) and the American
Cultural Centre Ubrary and
student counselling service will
be closed on September 5 iIn
observance ol Labour Day, an
American national holiday,
reports [355.

Labaur Day ts observed an
nually in the United States on
the first Monday ol Secpember
in recognition of labour's con
tribution to the nation.

5 robbers held
In City

By Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka Metropolitan
Police arrested a group of five
robbers, récovered a revolver
and six rounds of bullets at
Maniknagar in the city at 1:30
am in the moming yesterday .

Police sources said that the
group of six persons were

| preparing for a robbery

They also seized a microbus
from their sston.

The arrested five persons
were identified as Rashiduddin,
Harun-ur Rashid, Mustafa,
Hossain and Noor lslam.

Munna, who also belongs to
the group managed to escape,
sources said

A case has been filed in this

connection with the Shabu-
fbagh police station.

85 held
In City
Police rounded up BS people
from different parts of the city

hours, a DMP press release said
yesterday, reports UNB.

The arrested include 12
wanied criminals, three charged
[ with robbery, two with kidnap-
three stealing and one

w'ﬁr burglary.

on various charges in the 24

demand for trial
of Golam Azam

Jahanara Imam yesterday
reiterated her demand for trial
of "war criminal® Golam Azam
and said the freedom fighters
would not go home before im-
plementing the verdict of the
Gano Adalat, reports UNB.

"l strongly believes that the
freedom fighters will once lﬂ
unite the people to try Go
Azam and build a communal-
ism-free country the same way
as had carved esh
by defeating the Pakistani [ur
ces in 1971," she told l“r
ering organised by the Muktijo-
ddha Central Command Coun-
cil (Ahad) in front of the Jatiya
Press Club.

Terming the freedom fighters
the best sons of this soil, the
Convenor of the Ghatak Dalal
Nirmul Saman Curm:ﬂtttc
said it was time
to carry out their rupunllbitny
and prove their superiority.

Addressing the rally, Prin-
cipal Abdul Ahad Chowdhury,
Chairman of the Council,
announced a rally of the
freedom fighters in Dhaka on
December 10.

“Freedom fighters and killers
of 1971 cannot live together,”
he said.

He warmned against any re-
pression on the freedom fighters
and criticised the obstructions
to the funetioning of elected
representatives of the Mukti-
joddha Sangsad by ignoring
court verdict.

The rally was also addressed,
among others, by Monirul Huq
Moni, Bappi Hasan and Mostala

m.
rally was followed by a
protest procession which pa-
raded different streets of the

Biman leases
two DC 10-30s

Biman has leased two wide-
bodied DC 10-30 aircraft and
restored normalcy in its inter-
national flight schedule, said a
press release yesterday |, reports
UNB.

With the operation of the
keased afrcraft, Biman has also
introduced an additional weekly
flight to London raising the total
number of flights to London to
five every week.

The atrlines’ flight schedule
was red by the accident
of one aircraft in last May. A
team from DC 10-30 manufac-
turing company Is working
round the clock to repair the

""“‘“"@““"“m
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Morning Session
8:00 Opening announcement

Al-Quran
Programme summary
8:10 News in Bangla
B:15  Alor Dishari
B:40 Natun Kuri
10:00 News in English
10:15 Moner Mukure
11:30 Film : Tarzan
11:50 Education
12:06 Fim : Border Town
12:30 Closing
Afternoon Session
3:00 Opening announcement
Al-Quran
summary
3:10 Recitation [rom the
Tripitak
315 Cartoon : Teenage Mut-
ant Turtle
3:80 National Film Aﬂrdi
92
5:10 News in Bangla
5:26 Sports programme:
Wrestling
68:30 Documentary
7:00 Open University
7:25 Malancha
8:00 News in Bangla
8:30 Comedy series : Perfect
Strangers
9:00 Magazine : Ittyadi
10:00 News in English
10:30 Drama series : L A Law
11:30 Khabor/ The News
11:48 Closing

Metropolltan

= Jahanara reiterates

Party workers of the BNP eagerly waiting for their muncillm outside the Sugandha office
yesterday.

dﬂp'ltl the inclement weather

—

— Star photo

Groupmg of small farmers |

on crop basis suggested
to increase production

ﬂmuw of small flm'lerl
on crop

a weckly ﬂgﬂh:;;

Chub ﬁumnm. yester-
day to increase production, re-
ports BSS.

Pruf emeritus Kazi Badru-

ddoza underscored the need of
ﬁ:mptng He said during the

t 30 years per hectare yield
of rice in Bangladesh on an
average had increased by one
ton only to 1.9 tons while it
increased by four tons in South
Korea.

Ht also suggested commer-

roduction of seeds to make
Irll ble good and standard
seeds of different crops, veg-
etables and fruits to the farm-
ers.

Presided over by the presi-
dent of the club Dr Atiar Rah-
man, the was also add-
wessed by resident senfor hor-

ticulturist of the Asian Vege-
table Research Development
Center Dr ML Chadha.

Dr Chadha s
duction of wve les in the
backyard of ses and on
rooftops to meet the need of
vegetables for individual fami-
lies. He said one should take
more vegetables along with
other foods as vegetables nu-
tralises the acids created by
taking meats. He said
bles also supply vitamins lﬂd
minerals like iron and caleium
essential for human health.

Dr. Atiar Rahman suggested
a training programme, to be or-
ganised by Rotary Club of
Uttara I'ur producing roof-top
ml:‘::l; in wtdchr:!l
wives te. Dr Chr
dha n“u:iwmut this

programme.

ted pro-

One killed as

train hits bus

One person was killed and
four others were injured when a
passenger bus was hit by an
express train at the level- cro-
ssing near Feni station yester-

day moming, reports BSS.

According to a railw
sources, the Chittagong- houni
Meghna Express from Chan-
dpur collided with a bus (Chi-
ttagong Metro ‘Cha’ No 113) on
the crossing.

The injured persons incha-
ding the driver and helper of the
bus were taken to Feni sadar

hospital where the helper
Mohammad Belal l\.mrth to
his infury.

3 newsmen get
Commitment
Award

Three jour-
nalists are to
get Commit-
ment Award’
for their con-
tribution in
environmental
journalism this
year, reports
UNB.

Commitment,
a national vol-
untary organisation, organised
a competition in observance of
the World Environmental Day
'93 to create awareness on envi-
ronmental {ssues among the
people.

Mesbah Ahmed, Stafl Repor
ter of Daintk Ajker Kagoj, will
recefved Tk 25,000, a trophy
and a certilicate” while Nahar
Parveen Poppy. Assistant Prog-
ramme Officer of ADAB and
Khairul Hossain Sathi, Hari-
nakuda correspondent ol the
Dainik Dinkal will get special
prizes

Moderate rain llkely
By Staff Correspondent

Sky will remain mainly cloudy during

the next 24 hours

commencing 6 am today (Friday] while, occasional moderate

rllnnr-haunmmpuﬂndhymrrplq-mdm
cur at most places over Chittagong Barisal

e R'phﬂ over Dhaka,

divisions, and at

and Khulna divisions.

Met office forecasts, day temperature is likely to remain

nearly unchanged over the country.
The country’s highest temperature yesterday of 31.0 degree
Celstus was recorded in Dinajpur and the lowest 22.4 degree

Celsius was recorded tn Faridpur

Major amounts of rainfall recorded during the daytime yes-

terday were
Chi
23 each. Cox's Bazar 20,
15 and Dinajpur 1 4mm.

: Dhaka 556mm, Chandpu
39mm each, Comilla 28, Feni 27, Teknal and Barisal

Rajshahi and Kutubdia 19, Rangamati

r 47mm, Sitakundu and

The sun sets today (Friday) at 6.15 pm and rises tomorrow

Saturday) at 5.41 am.

The maximum and the minimum
recorded in some of the major cities

rature and humidity
towns of .  country

yesterday were
Cittes/Towns Temperature in Humidity in
degree Celstus percentage
Max Mtn 9 am 6 pm
Dhaka 26.6 24 56 o7 sl
Chi 27.8 24.0 P8 o6
Rajs 30.7 24.0 100 93
Khulna 288 24.8 100 L]
Barisal 28.0 24.4 BH 83
| Cox’'s Bazar 28.5 26.0 92 83
Sylhet 27 8 26.5 14 83
Dinajpur 31.0 26.0 &6 @

Assoctation

Govt college
teachers'

strike ends

By Staff Correspondent

A two-day token strike of the
country's government college

teachers ended yesterday.
The strike at the 233 gov-

dmgnlupf:nnfﬂnlr probhg:.

The strike was called by the
BCS Education Association de-
manding implementation of its
16-point charter as well as to
protest the government attempt
of creating the posts of ADC
(Education) in all districts.

The striking teachers will

hold a discussion today to chart
a greater movement.

The BCS General Education

t Dr QATM

Habibur Rahman and

General Md Abu Yusuf, in a

statement yesterday said the
ment should solve the

ng-standing problems of the
u:luclthn cadre because the
development of the nation
would not be possible if educa-
tion and the teachers were ig-
nored.

Biswas, Khaleda
greet Amir

of Qatar

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas has felicitated Sheikh
Khalifa Bin Hamad Al Thani
Amiir of the State of Qatar on
the occasion of the National Day
of his country, reports BSS,

In a message to the Amir,
President Biswas expressed his
firm conviction that the existing
fraternal relations between
Bangladesh and would be
further develo for the mu-
tual benefit of the people of the
two countries.

In a separate message Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
has also greeted Sheikh Khalifa
Bin Hamad Al Thani on the
same occasion.

in a message to the Amir,
Begum Zia expressed admira-
tion that under his wise leader-
ship the people of Qatar had
made a vcr‘_:lrc rceptible pro-
gress in all walks of Mfe nnd for
his valuable contribution
towards strengthening the soli-
darity of the Islamic Ummah. -

Begum Zia expressed the
hope that the existing fraternal
relations between the two |
countries would be further

strengthened In the years
ahead.

l
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Heroin seized

at Dohazari

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Sept 2: BDR
personnel recovered one kg of
heroin from a Chittagong-bound
pntngerw bus from Cox’s Bazar
on evening,

During a search in the bus
at Dohazari check-post the
packet containing the drug was
seized from under 4 seat, offictal
sources said.

But none was arrested in
this connection.

The recovered heroin was
later handed over to the Nar-
cotics au here.

, It is believed that the drug
was being carrfed from the
golden triangle for despatching
through Chittagong. known as a
transit point.

me

Dada, Didu
and
b Mashyat

BCIC

Tender Notice

REIE1ZA7 o1 Frerycs wrdh wfes erdia

Managing Director, Polash Urea Fertilizer Fl&nry
Ltd, Polash, Narsingdi, invites sealed quotations for

| supply of (a) Different kinds of Gasket & (b) MS Rod,
| Angle etc. Both the Tender will be received up to 11.30

AM on 13.09.93 and will be opened immediately

thereafter in presence of the

tenderers (if any). Tender

| documents will be available on payment of Tk 25.00
| only each per set (Non-refunidable) from the office of (i)

Controller of Accounts, BCIC, 30-31, Dilkusha C/A,
Dhaka (ii) BCIC Branch Office, 6, Agrabad, Chittagong
& (iii) Polash Urea Fertilizer Factory Ltd, Polash,
Narsingdi. No tender documents will be sold on the

opening date of tender.

BCIC — 819-28/8

DFP(BA) 7761-29/8
G1129 _

Rupantarita Prakritik Gas Company Limited
(A Subsidiary Company of Petrobangla)

International Tender Notice

Rupantarita Prakritik Gas Company Limited (RPGCL) has received a credit from the:
International Development Association (IDA) in various currencies towards the cost of
execution of CNG Project. Under the credit Rupantarita Prakritik Gas Company Limited
invites sealed bids for the followings :

[tem with description
Supply, Installation, Testing

and Commissioning

of Compact modular skid mounted CNG Refuelling
station with cascade storage and dispensing units on

turn-key-basis.

02. | Natural Gas Vehicle Cylinders

Procurement of the above goods and services shall be made on the basis of

.u, i Tender No
04 RP02 /05
sets

[ 2000 nos RP-02/06

International Competitive Bidding.

1. Tender Documents

2. Costof Tender

Documents (Non-refun-

dable)

3. Bid submission and
opening

4 Elgibility

reason whatsoever.

I DFP (G) 13694-2/%9

Tender Documents will be available for sale from 11
September, 1993 during office hours from Accounts
rtment, Rupantarita Prakritik Gas Company
Limited, BSEC Bhaban (8th Floor), 102, Kazi Nazrul
Islam Avenue, Kawran Bazar C/A, Dhaka. Phone :
329331, 329954 & 326357. Tender documents will not be

Depa

sold on the Bid opening date.

a) For Tender No. RP-02/05
US$ 75.00 or Tk. 3000.00

b) For Tender No. RP-02/06
US$ 50.00 or Tk. 2000.00

Bids will be received up to 1200 hours (BST) on 25
October, 1993 and will be opened
1230 hours (BST) at the address given at serial No. 01 in
of the Bidders or their
Suppliers, from IDA member countries, who are
capable to supply materials strictly in accordance with
the prescribed International Standards and Practices
are only eligible to submit Bids.
RPGCL reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids without assigning any

on the same day at

tatives (if any).

G-1136




