" Come to CHITTAGONG Come to |
| BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY, OPPOSITE Y. M. C. A. NASIRABAD,
CHITTAGONG, TEL - 226803, FAX : (880) (31)-225258

N

S

VOL. 111 NO. 221 REGD. NO. DA 781

- Inside Today

Article

Kamal's New Party
Creates Waves, but
Faces Challenges
Column: Behind The

Headlines

by Chapal Bashar
Page 4

Intematiimal

King Hussein for
Arab summit

uUs Sacret.ary of De-
fence Les Aspin speaks
during a Pentagon
press conference
Page 5

Business

Israel looking to
economic benefits of
autonomy pact with

Palestinians

Irag urges UN Council
to hft economic
sanctions
Pages 6,7

Weekend
Magazine

Crackdown in
" Peshawar; A Century _
. after a People Return |
to Namibia; The
F‘urmken Warniors;
Bangladesh Plays its
Part in ITI; Interest in
German Waning
World-wide; A Tome in
Aid of Develop-
ment Workers;

My Worldby SM Al;
Is a War Tribunal
“nough to Try Crimes
agamst Humanity

Pagés 9, 10,11 .

Metropolitan

Dhaka Dav by Day

Changes 1n Social

Standards—the Key
to Better Health
Page 3

o

NEWS BRIEFS

Body to probe
Zia Museum fire

The govermment yesterday
constituted a2 4 member Inquiry
commitiee headed by Moslen
Al, Joint Secretary of the
Cultural Ministry to tnvestigate
the fire ire¥ent Wednesday ot
the auditorium of the Zia
Memorial Museum in Chitta-
gong. Other members of the
commitiee are: The repre-
sentatives of Chittagong district
administration, Fire Service and
Civll Delence Directorate and
National Muscum. The commit
tee will submit fts report and
recommendations within next
three days, an official handout
said, reports BSS.

and “Areas of Genocide,” to a press
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anman Premdent A]ua l:etbegow: dmplnyn a map uf Bnlmn dennnng the occup md rum

conference in Geneva Wednesday. Thl anmn
 government balked at signing the proposed peace plan, which demands more thnn 30 percent
of the territory for Muslims who represent 44 percent of the population.

— AFP photo

or the Croatians,

US asks Serbs, Croats to!
aept os dmand

~ WASHINGTON, Sept 2: Sec-
retary of State Wm:n Chris-
topher, in unusually stiff terms,
called Thursday on Serbia and
Croatia to yield to demands
from Bosnian Muslims for a
larger chunk of territory, re-
ports AP.

Strong messages, known to
diplomats as demarches, were
sent to Presidents Slobodan
Milosevic of Serbia and Franjo
Tudjman of Croatia outlining
the tough US position.

Christopher, s to re-
porters, said the negotiations
suspended in Geneva, Swi-
tzerland, should be resumed
and Serb and Croat negotiators
"should show greater flexibility.”

If there is a breakdown
"because of the stubbornness
and intransigence of the Serbs
the world
community will ctrtnmly hold
themrﬂpunli‘bk Christopher

Rcut:r adds: President Bill
Clinton said today that the
United States would do what it
could to restart stalled Bosnian
peace talks but warmned that a

See Page 12 Col 1
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JERUSALEM, 2: Yasser
ted Thursday. that
he and the Palestine Liberation
tion will return soon to

Organiza
their ‘'homeland' in the Israeli-

occupied territories, report AP,
Reuter.

The optimistic statement —
fssuyed in a letter to a West
Bank univergy -~.eame as
Palestinian and Isracli leaders
tried to narrow their differences
on establishing ties and

an agreementi on Palestinian
autonormy.

Another report said, the PLO
expects the United States to
recognise it soon after the PLO

recongises Israel, a senfor PLO
official said today.

The PLO said it wanted
Jordan, Syria and Lebanon to
sign peace with
Israel at the same time as
Palestinians sign an accord on
self-rule. .

"We are making efforts for
the agreements to be s abs
the same time” Hakam
a close aide to PLO Chairman
Arafat said.

Arafat, who heads the PLO,
must seek backing from Arab
nations. The accord also faces
strong opposition from hard-
line factions on both sides.

Arafat firm to return to
Jerusalem soon

In Amman, King Hussein
sald in an interview published
Thursday that Jordan
any agreement in which his
kingdom was not a party. He
called for a summit meeting of
Arab leaders on the subject,
fell short of condemning the

pact.

Officials on both s
cated that the sticking points

were over the language of
recognition and the form the
PLO announcement would take.
Isracl wants an authoritative
declaration.

Israel expects the PLO to

See Page 12 Col 5

4 TR ¥

N

Rain paralyses
city life

By Staff Correspondent

Incessant rainfall under the
influence of an active monsoon
and low pressure paralysed life
in the city yesterday.

Many low-lying areas of the
city went under six inches to a
foot deep water due to the
heavy continuous rainfall since
Wednesday morning.

Offices, educational institu-
tions and business establish-
ments were poorly attended,
Frwer numbers transports
were seen on the' city streets.

Passengers were thin in the
public

As a result of the rainfall, the
temperature across the country
was relatively lower yesterday.
In the city, the highest tempera
See Page 12 Col 5
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BNP council extended till this noon
Councillors castigate

MPs, ministers
By Staff Correspondent

The regional leaders of the
ruling Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) blasted the central
leadership, mainly ministers
and MPs for, what they called,
igmﬂng the grassroots leaders

and workers.

“After winning the election
they have forgotten the village-
level leaders and workers and
now hold talks with the gov-
ernment officials during their

Constitution

amended

By Staff Correspondent

Major amendments in the
BNP constitution, including
abolition of the electoral college,
have been adopted on the sec-
ond day of party’'s fourth na-
tional council yesterday.

The party also formally
adopted the parliamentary form
of government in place of the
presidential system while 'mar-
ket economy’ replaces 'mixed
economy’ in the manifesto.

Information Minister Barris-
ter Nazmul Huda, who headed

See Page 12 Col 7

districts and
one councillor was
on the second

council ses-

visits to the
thanas.”
quoted as sayi
day of the two-
sion.

The council was, however,
extended until this noon.

Sometimes they were not
even been informed about their
leaders’ (ministers) visits ‘to the
districts, one councillor alleged.

Some of the delegates alleged
that the BNP workers were be-
ing harassed by the police in
different parts of the country
but the workers find no remedy
from the central leaders, a
meeting source, requesting
anonymity, said.

They also said the coordina-
tion between the central leaders
and the village level workers
should be coopted in all devel-
opment programmes.

Some 115 councillors out of
over 2000 had taken part in the
discussions in three closed-door
sessions until yesterday and
some others will speak today
before party c Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
delivers her eoncluding speech.

Scc Page 12 Col 3

k _Na.zmul Huda accused 07

being undemocratic

By Nurul Kabir

Two members of the BNP's
sub-committee for amendment
to the constitution yester-
day accused committee chief
Information Minister Barrister
Nazmul Huda of undemocratic
behaviour.

According to party insiders,
two of the six-member body, in
scparate applications to the
|party Seeretary Cgneral, alleged
that the Information Minister
had submitted the proposed
amendments to the party
standing committee without
prior consultations with them.

Headed by Barrister Nazmul
Huda, the other members of the
committee included Works

Minister Barrister Rafiqul Islam
Miah, State Minister for Estab-
lishment Barrister Aminul Hug,
State Minister for Cultural
Affairs Prof Jahanara Begum,
Whip Ashraf Hossain and Afsar
Ahmed Siddigi.

The accusers observed in,
their letters that it was neces-

of the committee -~ even for the
sake of avoiding any technical
error — fin the proposed
amendments, a rlnklng
leader of the BNP tl:kr

Star late last night, on mﬂlﬂm

to involve all the members °

of anonymity.

According to the source,
See Page 12 Col 2

A four-nation regionsl mee-
ling scheduled for November in
Dhaka is likely to achieve a
breakthrough In identifying
commaon ccological and other
problcms, including water shar-
ing disputes, which can be
resolved through a regional
approach, according to an offi-
cial source on Thursday.

Convened by the Japan-

based Global Infrastructure
Fund (GIF), the two-day meet-
ing would be altended by gov-
emment delegations from Bang-
ladesh, Bhutan, India and
Nepal.
Mcanwhile, three reputed
privale research organisations
from Bangladesh, India and
Nepal concluded a separate 3-
day meeting in Dhaka on
August 25 last in a bid to iden-
tify common ecological and en-
vironmental problems which
can be lackled regionally.

Participants al the meeting,
including waler experts, ident-
ficd regional tssues relating to
w.nl;tr sharing, environ:ment,

by SY Bakht

inland water transport, natural
disasicr prevention and energy
and also prepared a draft report
on some ol these issues which
can be dealt within the frame-
work of a regional approach.

The dralt report— prepared
by the Bangladesh Unnayan
Parishad, the Centre for Policy
Research of India and Lhe
Institute ol Integrated Develop-
ment Studies of Nepal — is also
expecied to be finalised in
Dhaka in November.

Observers noted that both
these recent developments indt
cale a major change in the atti
tude of India, which had consis-
tenlly refused to discuss such
ssues on a regional basis, in-
sisting on bilaleral solutions

A regional approach, Lhey
added, towards solving these
problems would vindicate' the
position held by Bangladesh,
which had strongly advocaled
the inclusion of Nepal in resolv-
ing fts long standing waler
sharing dispute with India.

The upcoming meeling,

Dhaka to host regional meet on
water-sharing next Nov

scheduled to begin on Novem-
ber 22, would also be attended
by independent experts from
the four nations, along with
those from Japan and the
United States.

The participants at the meet-
ing are expected to discuss spe-
cific regional ecological and en-
vironmental issues, including
waler sharing, and would iden-
tify regional projects o solve the
problems, the source said.

*If specific reglonal projecis
are identificd and agrged upon
by all sikles then the GIF has
assured of financing the pro-
jects,” he added.

The meeting is also expecled
to formulate a framework lor
promolting nectworking among
related regional organisations,
the official source noted, and
the GIF has also agreed to pro-
vide funding for setting up a
regional institution or secre-
tarial

The last regional meeting
convened by the GIF was heid
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Col (Retd) Akbar
contradicts

Mannan's statement

Col (Retd) Akbar Hossain,
MP, vice-president of the Bang-
ladesh Natfonalist Party, last
night denied to have ted
Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina to deliver a welcome
address at the opening function
of the BNP council session
Wednesday, reports BSS.

The BNP leader described as
"untrue and misleading” the
statement purported to have
been made by the assistant
publicity secretary of the Awami

Abdul Mannan, on the
refusal of Awami League chief
Sheikh Hasina to attend the in-
augural session of the BNP
council on September 1, a BNP
press release said.

In a rejoinder {ssued here
last night Col Retd Akbar said
that he had gone to the official
residence of the opposition
leader twice but he could not
see her on the first occasion as
she was reportedly sick. Col
(Retd) Akbar said he had re-
quested Shetkh Hasina to at-
tend the opening session of BNP
council when he went to her
residence for the second time
and could see her.

Dr Kamal relieved
of AL membership

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League (AL) yes-
terday relieved Dr Kamal
Hossain of his mem ip in
the party's advisory cou fol -
lowing his launching of a new
party on August 29.

The decision was taken in a
meeting of the AL Central
Working Committee in the city
yesterday.

On the question of his mem-
bership of the party. the AL
working committee resolved
that as per Article 53 of the
party constitution, primary
membership of any person

stood automatically cancelled
as soon as he became a member
of any other political party.

Dr Hossain, however, sub-
mitted his resignation from the
party membership the day he
had floated the Gano Forum.

The ALCWC, on the second

day of its mecting, also relieved
Matiur Rahman of his Advisory

position and stripped him of his
party membership.

A resolution adopted in the
meeting said the party also can-
celled the primary membership

Se¢ Page 12 Col |
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Bl‘g:rpchanges in
likely

By Staff Correspondent

Changes in the BNP leader-
ship, including in the post of
Secretary General are unlikely
immediately after the current
council, party sources hinted
yesierday.

The source, holding a key
post in the party, said incum-
bent General Abdus
Salam Talukder will continue in
the post for the time

The announcement of fresh
committiees will also be delayed,
the source, also a cabinet
member, said. He added that
party chairperson Prime Minis-

by the district and thana lea-
ders at the closed-door sessi-
ons.

The source said some new
faces will come in the central
leadership as most of the com-
mittees were expanded through

constitutional amendments

yesterday.
He declined to name any
possible candidates for the

central leadership.
Scce Page 12 Col 4

Majid leaves for
Cairo today

By Staff Correspondent

Agriculture Minister
General (Retd] Majid ul-Hug
leaves Dhaka today for three
North African countries to lobby
for Bangladesh's candidacy in
the forthcoming election for the
Director General of the Food
and Agriculture Organisation
(FAQO), according to official
SOurces.

The government has
nominated Salahuddin
a former ctvil servant and at
present the Deputy Executive
Director of the Weorld Food
Programme (WFP), to contest
the election.

The clection, to be held in
the first week of November, s
also likely to be contested Oy
the candidates of India, Sene- '
gal, Germany, Chile, Australia,
the Netherlands, Ireland and
Greece.

The third six-year term of
the incumbent Director General

See Page 12 Col 8

Duty, VAT on
import of capital
machmery lifted

t has with-
drm uty, Value Added Tax

(VAT) and supplementary du-

This decision was taken as a
of stra to promoté ex-
ﬁlﬂﬂ m:-oh:hw te the com-
petitive in the interna-
tional field of the hundred per
cent export orfented industries.
The import duty and tax re-
bate factlittes were made effec-
tive from July 1, 1993, the
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Hundradn -f wtln d' rﬁht wing Flkut.an Illlmu' F‘runt {FIF‘J hurnt tyres in L.har-
| yesterday during a general strike against recent price increases.

— AFP photo

LAHORE, Sept 2: Police used
tear-gas io disperse protesters
aflter a strike called by
the fundamentalist Pakistan
Islamic Front paralysed the in-
dustrial port of Karachi and the
ancient city of Lahore today, re-
ports Reuter.

“There is a complete shut-
down,” Front spokesman Sha-
hid Shams said in Karachi
where streets were virtually de-
serted, banks were closed and
most shops pulled down their
shutters.

In Lahore, hundreds of p-u
lice surrounded the
ters of the hardline Jamaat -e-
Islami Party to prevent its
leader Qazi Hussain Ahmad
from leaving to lead a protest
march into the city centre, wit-
nesscs said.

Police used tear-gas to stop
the extremist Islamic leader
from tntn-ln‘ the city centre,

Protest agamst prlce h1ke In Karachl Lahore

ful as far as the trading centres

are concerned,” a Jamaat

spokesman said in Lahore. “The
Soc M'nge 12 Col 6

Bangladesh Chemical Industries Corporation
BCIC Bhaban, 30-31, Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka-1000

Notice

[ﬁﬁuﬁﬁwwmmumm]

fiscal year.

Reduction in the selling price of Urea
Fertilizer by Taka 650 (Six hundred fifty)
per metric ton and Tk 32.50 (Taka thirty

two and paisa fifty) per bag.

The people, particularly the farmers, are well-aware that Government
have reduced the price of Urea Fertilizer produced in all the Urea
Fertilizer Factories under BCIC by Tk 650/ fixing at Tk 4075/~ (Four
thousand seventy five) only per metric ton and by Tk 32.50 (Taka thirty
two and paisa fifty) fixing at Tk 203.75 (Taka two hundred three and
paisa seventy five) only per bag respectively beginning of the current

Since the peak season for fertilizer use has already commenced, all
concerned are hereby informed that there is sufficient stock of fertilizer
in the factories and production is going on in full swing.

Buyers are therefore requested to contact the nearest factories for
taking delivery of fertilizer and make the best use of the present price.

Mohammad Habibur Rahman
Director (Commercial)




