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di.ln:ltmu\::l weather fafled 1o
rupt happy reuition of
the leaders and workers of the
ruling Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) on the occasion of
their national council yesterday
after long four years.

B incessant downpour,
thousands of party workers
converged at the Manik Miah
Avenue in front of the Jatiya
Sangsad In Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar, since morning to attend
the opening of the fourth

The area acquired a festive
look on the occasion which co-
incided with the 15th founding
anniversary of the party
founded by President Ziaur
Rahman, .

A w‘mﬂmp}f was erected
covering a quarter of the
broad Manik Miah Avenue to
accommodate some 50,000 del-
egates, more than 2,000 coun-
cillors, members of Parliament,

invitees, representatives
of the foreign missions and
thousands of party workers.

But the huge canopy failed
to cover the milling crowd, a
large number of whom were
standing outside the tent under
pouring rain which continued

incessantly until 9:30 am and

ter the oper

intermittently until 11:30 am.
The organisers had to delay
the grand opening by an hour
because of bad weather al-
though thousands of party
workers and guests had
reached the venue by 8 am.

Slogan-chanting supporters
carried banners, festqons,

placards, national and party
Mlags. Several groups wore T-
shirts and red fillets while some
others carried portraits of late

Zia and party chairperson

Begum Khaleda Zia.
Several hundr:d rty wvol-
unteers garbed E.II' sleeve

mdmﬂbh.:cmu ushered the

guests to their res scats.
Some of the enthugiastic

party workers made their way to
the security area besides the
dats but many others had to
witness the function standing
under the open sky.

Talking to The Daily Star al-
a number of
councillors the council will
boost their morale and

strengthen the organisation at
the grassroots level.

"It is an organisational boost
as well as a happy reunion be-
tween the leaders and workers
of the party,” Shahiba Ahmed
Shaheen, a councillor from
Jhalakathi, said.

Political rehetoric
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though there were quite a bit of
it, of course — Begum Zia chose
to concentrate on the relatively
boring, but far more substan-
tive, issues of development to
devo t::ml;gjeed'l to. The BNP
chiefl upon every aspect
of the and emphasized
the need for hard work in every
fickd.

However, her claim to suc-
cess sounded a bit incongruous
when she came (o the subject of
law and order, and that of re-
moving violence [rom student
politics. The most recent mem-
ory of the day-long clash be-
tween the JCD and Alia Madra-
ssah students reminded all as
to how far we have to go before
proper academic almosphere
can be restored. A more modest
claim of achievement would
have placed the success of her

rnment — which Is quite

in some arcas, like
gontrolling inflation, Intro-
duction and collection of VAT,
streamlining of the financial
sector — in a more reéalistic

and credible perspective.

In forcign policy the Prime
Minisier reilerated her known
positions. She emphastized the

water fssue with India,
which she rightly termed as a
"life and death” issue for Bang:
ladesh. However her specch
WRS CONS s [or its absence
of any relerence 1o the stalled
repatriation of the stranded
Pakistanis.

Begum Zias tribute 1o

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, min
with the same paid to

lana Bhashani, Shere-e-
Fazlul Huq and Hussain
Shaheed Suhrawardy, marked a
distinct departure from her
of never referring to the
founder of our state. | think it is
the first time she paid tribute to
hu in a BNP forum,

and as such. this reference ac

quires T;CC‘I' political signifi
be considered

as a Etkr to 'lhl. opposition,
which the laticr will do well to
te, and thercby help 1o

create & less acrimeontous and a
more consiructive political cli-
mate in the country. In the (ace
of this gesturc, the absence of
any representative of the AL at
the convention, does nol augur
well. The AL chief could have, at
least, sentl a couriesy message

The present council session
of the h Nationalist
Party (BNP) is, for all practical
purpose, the ruling party's
opening shot for the 1996 elec-
tions, and the inclement weath-

er failed to dampen the spirits:

of the party enthusiasts from
making thc opening salvo a

mosl impressive one, re
were thousands of slogan chan-

ling, banner carrying and ever-
gyrating youth who crammed
the more than 500-pole massive
shamiana on the controversial
inauguration site at the Mantk
Mia Avenue.

The inaugural session had
all the trappings of a ruling
party convention, including
road blocks all around, truck-
loads of police, walkie-talkic
carrying plain clothes security
men at every corner, and a
parking lot crammed with min-
isterial imousines and numer-
ous other brand new and not
so new, oflicial ears. The blue
and while interfor decor of the
massih . can was tasteful
The hunudity outside, and the
stufly hcat inside made the
more than three-hour-long scs-
sion quite a trial,

Most of the ministers, as
many of the MPs, party leaders,
and workers were in suits. How-
ever, it was Dr DBadruddozza
Chowdhury who looked most
colourful in his white kurta-
pyjama and bright red waist
coat. It waé an frony of fate
that it was Sartaj Aziz, the for-
mer finance minister of Pakis-
Ltan, who was wearing what we
have come 1o call the 'Mujib
coat’ here.

Of the foreign visitors, the
Chinese leader carned favour
wilh the crowd for arranging
for Bangla translation of his
speech. The Janata Dal MP
from India recetved enthusiastic
applause when he spoke in
Bangla. The Indian Congress
delegate kept on relerring to
"Bangla Nationalist Party.” Did
no one briefl her about the
name of the ruling party, in re-
sponse o whose invitation she
was here? Air Vice Marshal
Asghar Khan seemed to be the
most well-known foreign dele-
gate in the council session. |
sincerely thank him for refer-
ring to the atrocitics commitied
by the Pakistan army in 1971,
and for having raised his voice
against it al that time.

A QUIZ COMPETITION

Singapore Aurhnes,

Dhaka recently cm'ldudcd its

TV Commercial Quiz Programme for July 1993
The winner of the Quiz Competition, Mrs Kashefa
Ahmed is seen receiving a free return ticket from

the General

Manager

of Singapore Airlines,

Bangladesh, Mr Thia Hw Juat. A simple handover
ceremony was arranged at Singapore Airlines Head
Office in Dhaka. A similar guiz competition
programme will be organised in September 1993

Prime Minister Begum Khnlada Zia oﬂ'anng Fat.eha at the mazar of BNP Fuunder
Shaheed President Ziaur Rahman in the city yesterday, the 15th founding anniversary of the

party. Also seen in the

picture are Barrister Abdus Salam Tnlukdar Prof Badruddoza

C?mwdhury and ASM Mostafizur Rahman on her left and Mirza Golam Hafiz and M Majid

ul-Huq on her right.

BNP national councll begi
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Begum Zia also criticised

some political partics for their
past and present activities.
"There are those whose
dream of gaining power have
been shattered due to the elec-
toral triumph of the BNP. They,
along with their political associ-
ates, are now spreading canards

against the party,” she said in

an oblique reference to the
Awamd

When all are supposed to
work unitedly for giving an in-
stitutional shape to democracy,
she added, these people are
constantly creating obstacles.
She alleged that these political
forces themselves provide shel-
ter to terrorists while speaking
cloquently against terrorism.

“There are others who ter-
rorise in the name of religion
and forcibly occupy educational
institutions,” she said, hinting
at the Shibir, the student wing
of Jamaat-e-Islami.

"They are the killers of
democracy and usurpers of

people’'s rights and yet they -

want to teach the BNP the art of
democracy,” she said derisively.

"They speak of the anti-auto-
cratic movement, yet they main-
tain ties with the fallen forces of
autocracy.” "They accuse the
government of slow national
growth rate,” Begum Zia noted,
"and yet provide patronage to
activities directed against pro-
duction.”

“"Forgetting their own record
of imposing one-party rule and
hated autocracy, they conspire

to divide the nation in the name-

of implementing the spirit of the
Liberation War,” she pointed
oul.

The BNP chairperson, to
deafcning cheers, declared: "We
want lo forcefully assert that
the BNP, fou and person-
ally organised by the proclaimer
of independence Shaheed Zia, is
a truly nationalist, democratic
political organisation and is the
genuine torch-bearer of the real
spirit of our Liberation War."

She said stringent measures
had already been taken to im-
prove the law and order situa-
tion which had deterforated
during years of autocratic rule.

"I seck cooperation of the
countrymen, (rrespective of
opinion and party affiliation, in
our eflorts to (urther improve
the situation,” she said.

Al the outset of her address,
the Prime Minister paid homage
to all national leaders including
Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan
Bhasani, Sher-e- AK Faz-
lul Hugq, Hossain Shaheed
Suhrawardy, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and Shaheed President
Ziaur Rahman. She also paid
tributes to the martyrs of the
Liberation War, the Language
Movement and the democratic
struggle.

The coelourful function, un-
der a several thousand square
metlre canopy, was also ad-
dressed by Depuly Leader of the
liouse and party vice chalrman

" Profl AQM Badruddoza Chou-

dhury, Finance Minister M
Saifur Rahman, Cheudhury
Tanbir Ahmed Siddiky and a
number of the foreign digni
taries invited Lo the BNP coun-
cil.

"We must prove that BNP is
the foremost champion ol inde-
pecndence and sovereignty ol
llangladesh and the Itrue

champion of democracy
cause of the Iq: hl: la.ld
while addressing the party
councillors and delegates at:
tending the 2-day national
council.

“Let us vow to stop politics of

grabbing power by underhand
undemocratic means, poli-

tics of coup and killing, demol-

_ishing people’s property, ob-

structing production, tricking

.and confusing our people.”

Dr Chowdhury expressed the
hope that councillors must for-

mulate future p mes for
the people and to update the
party constitution compatible
to the practical factors of the
country as well as the world.

The founder secretary gen-
cral of BNP, Dr Chowdhury
called upon them to take part in
the government programme for
alleviating poverty,

"We must have revolutio
suecess in our mass education,
preventive health programme
and ensure clothes for every-
body,” said the reputed physi
clan.

Wearing an ofl-white printed
chiffon sarce, Zia, in her
71-minute speech, also high-
Hghted her government's achi-
evements during the past two-
and-a-hall ycars and outlined
the future areas of priorities.

She said the rate of inflation
in the country today is at a his-
torical low of below three per
cent while it was 6].4 per cent
in 1974-75 and 9.3 per cent in
1989-90. In 1989-90, she
noted, the industrial growth
rate stood at 7.2 per cent while
it has currently increased to
11.5 per cent.

Spending on poverty allevia-
tion programmes. she added,
increased to Taka 14,810 mil-
lion compared to Taka 530 mtl-
Hon in 1974-75 and Taka |,800
million in 1988-90,

Similarly, Begum Zia said,
the country's foreign exchange
reserves also showed a remark-
able improvement in recent
years and the Taka is being
made fully convertible from
October next.

Saying that the country was
a bottomless basket' under the
Awami League, she added "Our
government has been able to
make conditions congenial to
make its currency fully convert-
fbie in 2 years and 8 months.
This attests to the economic
and development policies of our
government and its success in
the area of monetary and fiscal
management.”

She also pointed to the in-
creased internal resource mobil-
isation, surplus revenue budget
and increased privale invest-
ment, which jumped from Taka
37.35 billion in 1990-91 to
Taka 6] .80 billion in 1992-83.

"We are happy at the

ss made so far, but we
are not fully satisfied. We have
to work harder to achieve fur-
ther progress,” Begum Zia said.
She also noted Lhe progress
made in the communications,
energy, lelecommunications,
education and other sectors
during the past two years.

Outlining the future objec-
tives, she said, "We will be sat-
isfied when our poverty allevia-
tion programmes will succeed
not only to ensure dal bhat for

but also to rantee
a healthy and better lile for all.”
[3egum Zia identified the pri-

A part of the BNP procession in the city yesterday.

-— Btllr photo

ority areas as strengthening
democracy, providing basic cd-
ucation and primary health
care, keeping th: pulation
under control, buflding total
transparency and accountabil-
ity in all government activities,

providing adequate nutritional

food to the poor, striking a bal-
ance between import and ex-
port, attaining a minimum of
five per cent annual growth rate
and reviving the private sector
among other areas.

The huge gathering was at-
tended by some 2,100 council-
lors, 50,000 delegates and
about 10,000 invited guests.
Thousands of others crowded
the venue to hear the speeches
over louds

After the conclusion of the
inaugural session a colourful
procession was brought out by
the leaders, delegates and wor-
kers of the party and its front
organisations which paraded
city streets before dispersing
ncar Mouchak.

Asghar Khan
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never forget,” he said while ad-
dressing the inaugural session
of the national council of the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP).

It was also addressed by in-
vitees from China, Germany,
India, Iran, Indonesia, Nepal,
Pakistan, Shri Lanka, Japan
and a representative from the
Palestine Liberation Organisa-
tion [(PLO).

Earlicr,. BNP's secre gen-
eral and Minister for LGRD and
Coopcralives Barrister Abdus
Salam Talukder introduced the
dignitaries of 11 foreign coun-
tries before the audience.

They are: Li Chengren, me-
mber of the Communist Party of
China, Makoto Taneda MP, of
the ruling Social Democratic
Party of Japan, Jacques Denis
of the French Communist Party
and also a member of the
Euro Parliament, Dr Bern-
ardette Brown of Germany's
Free Democratic Party, Al Reza
Nowai of Iran, Zia Ispahani of
PPP (Benazir), Air Vice Marshal
(Retd) Asghar Khan of -€-
Ishtiglal Party and Sartaz Aziz
of Pakistan Muslim League
(Newaz]) [rom Pakistan, Mrs
Mohsina Kidwa: of Congress
and Shankar Dayal Singh of
Janata Dal (VP Singh) from
India, Sirfsena Cooray of the
United National Party and the
Minister for Housing and Const-
ruction and Kingsley T. Wick-
remaratne of Shri Lanka
Freedom Party from Shri Lanka,
Basudev Risel, joint secretary of
the ruling Nepalese Congress
and Madav Kumar of the
Communist P of Nepal and
Leader of the Opposition in
Parllament from Nepal, Ismail
Hasan Metacum, Chairman of
the Opposition Development
Party of Indonesia and the PLO
representative Zamal Khorani.

Addressing the session,
Indian politician Shankar Dayal
Singh, a Janata Dal member of
the Rajya Saba, stole the show

when he spoke in his Hindi-ac-
cented Bangla and said: "Apnar
Sonar Bangla amar antorey
gatha achey (your golden
Bengal is etched in my heart).”

He was greeted with a loud
round of applause from the
'l'_'rﬂ'll'd

Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition in Parliament Alhaj
Abdus Samad Azad yesterday
called for proper and full prac-
tice of democracy in the country
lo Lake the nation towards its
desired destination, reports
3SS.

Paying homage to Bangabir
General MAG Osmany on his
75th birth anniversary at a
memorial meeting here Azad
said, establishment of unfet-
tered democracy would be the
best way to show respect to the
Euprcmc Cumnundpﬂ of the
Liberation War.

lield at the National Book
Centre auditorium, under the
auspices of the Jatiya Janata
Party (JJP), the function was
also addressed by eminent
lawyer Barrister Syed Ishtiaque
Ahmed, Rashed Khan Menon,
MP’ and Advocate Gaziul Hagq.

Sheikh Asad, president of
the JJP was in the chair.

AL memo

From Page |1 Col 8
central leaders of the party have

been given responsibilities to
organise demonstrations at the
district and thana uarters
on the day. AL chiel Hasina dn-
nounced the programme from a
rally in the city on August 20.
During the five-hour meeting
of the AL's central working body
yesterday, the resignation fssue
of Dr. Kamal Hossain who
floated a new party Thursday
also came up for discussion.
The committee members rea-
ched a consensus that Dr,
Kamal's resignation should be
accepted today. The meeting
was adjournetl at 8 pm to re-
sume at 10:30 this moming.

Mohammad Nasim, MP, or-
ganising secretary of the party,
while mising the issue, sug-

ted the AL's door be ‘closed

r Kamal Hossain for good', am
influential leader of the party
told The Dally Star adding,
"Nasim hinted at expulsion of
Dr. Kamal from the party.”

According to meeting sour-
ces, Tolael Ahmed felt that since
the party had not taken any
disciplinary actions against him
earlier, the party should also
abstain from taking any such
decision now, especially after he
had floated the party. Expulsion
of Dr Kamal would tarnish the
image of the AL, Tofael argued.

Shamsur Rahman, a- mem-
ber of the central working
commifttec, however observed
that the party should accept the
resignation with a note that

However, most of the miem-
bers present thought it would
be better to simply accept the

ton.

According to the decision of
the meeting, the AL will formally
accept the resignation today.

Heads of some sub-commit-
tees of the party central body
reported about their activities in
the meeting.

Tribute to Mujib
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It was for the first time that
Khaleda Zia, chiel ol the ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
[BNP), officially showed respect
to Mujib from a party platiorm.

Khaleda Zia, while delivering
hHer inaugural speech to the
councillors and delegates, lead-
ers ol different political parties
and loreign guests, said: "l also
take this opportunity to recall
with deep respect the great
contributions of our de
national leaders — Maulana
Abdul Hamid Khan Bhashani,
Shere-e-Bangla A K Fazlul Hug,
Hussain Shaheed Suhrawardi
and Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.”

The name ol Ziaur Rahman,
the late President and founder
chairman of the BNP, was men-
tioned in the Prime Minister's
speech after those of the four
national leaders.

The BNP activists appreci-
aled this unusual gesture of
the Prime Minister,

People awaiting
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evements led to the opening of
the Tin Bigha corridor for the
people of Bangladesh and the

establishment ol sovereignty in
Dahagram and Angarpota.
Bangladesh had contributed
to the peace-keeping cflorts iy
Cambodia, Kuwail, lran, Iraq,
Somalia and Mozambigque, she
said, adding that a proposal to
send an army battalion to
Bosnia-Herzegovina was under
consideration.
"We protested against the
jon and oppression car-

ried out in the occ Arab
lands and denounce the atroci-
ties and heinous o on
the Bosnian Muslims,” she said.

At the um:l time e
co total support to
Pﬂlunwm cause, she added.
She made her long speech in
the presence of from
10 countries including China,
France, Germany, India, Pakis-
tan, Indonesia, lran, Japan,
, Shri Lanka and the PLO.

| self-rule resume

WASHINGTON,

signing and Israel -PLO

The

Sept 1: Israeli and Arab
peace talks today with a Palestinian self-ru

tiators resumed

plan ready for

tion a close at hand.

anuhlnglananudi:rlmnddlyjut hours

after the conclusion of secret meetings in Oslo between repre-
sentatives of Isracl and the Pdlestine Liberation Organisation,

reports Reuter.

GENEVA, Sept 1:

Iraq urges UN to lift sanctions

Iragi Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz
today called on the UN Security Council to lift its

sweeping

economic sanctions against Iraq. Aztz, who held 76-minute talks

with UN Secretary-General Boutros
reporters they had discussed UN Security
lifting of an oil embarge. against

which would allow a

Boutros-Ghali, told
Council resolutions

Iraq. but he disclosed no details, reports Reuter.

Libya won't bow to West

TRIPOLI, Sept 1: Libyan leader Moamer Gaddafi today said
discussions with the West to resolve a dispute over the

Lockerbie bombing had been sus
not bow to western threats. Libya,

over suspects in the 1988 bo

over Lockerbie, Scotland, "will not

and that Libya would
which is refusing to hand
of a Pan American airliner
threatened into changing

its position on the Lockerbie affair,” Colonel Gaddafl said.

Miladunnabi . |
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were decorated with minfature
national flags and 1
scribed with "Eid-E-Miladun-
nabi” slogans. Arches with the
sarme slogans were erected at
different streets in the met-

ropolis.  Traffic islands were
decorated with colourful Ill
toons,

Hundreds of Muslim devo-
tees !u{ned a massive bus-and-
truck procession on the occa-
sion defying inclement weather.
Organised by Anjumane Rah-
mania Maeenia Maijbhandari, it
began from Mirpur and ter-
minated in front of the ..‘:nlulm
Court after parading t
streets. =

Other religious organisations
also brought out similar pro-
cessions in the capital to ob-
scrve the day.

2 MPs
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AkMr Hossain personally han-
ded over the letter of invitation
to the Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament and Awami
League chicl Sheikh Hasina.

Shetkh |lasina had rcport-
!:dly informed Col Akbar that
she had been suffering from
fever and cold and if she felt
better she would attend the
opening ceremony.

Hasina, however, did not
turn up nor did of her
colleagues at th:'!?;m'thn i

UNB adds: When contacted
Awami League Assistant Publi-
city Secretary Abdul Mannan
said Hasina refrained from

allending the council following
a last-minute change in the

decision of BNPP policy-makers.

BNP leader Col (Rtd) Akbar
Hossain went to 29 Minto Road
a few days ago as an emissary
from the ruling party to formally
invite Hasina with a request to
deliver her welcome address at
the inaugural session.

Mannar® said the "Awami
League president had accepted
the invitatfon and asked Col
Akbar to let her know about the
timing of her goodwill speech.

The opposition leader also
prepared her speech accord-
ingly. But she changed her
mind when Col Akbar visited
her official residence Tuesday -
night to regret that it would not
be possible for them to make
time for her speech, Mannan
said.

Our Corrcspondent adds:
When asked why the BNP could
not to Hasina's demand
for delivering a speech on the
occasfon, a top ranking BNP
leader told The Daily Star late
last night, on the condition of
anonymity: “A guest should not
dictate the terms of an invita-
tion.”

Qureshi rules
out amnesty for

Murtaza Bhutto

ISLAMABAD, Sept |: Interim
Pakistan premier Moeen Qu-
reshi, ruling out for
former premier Benazir Bhutto's
exiled brother, said today that
Murtaza Bhutto would have to
facc the judicial process upon
his return home, reports AFP.

Full-ume SG
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some of the districts where,
there were two rival commitiees.
The source only mentioned the
name of Gafbandha without
elaborating.

Two more closed-door ses-
sions will be held at the same
venue today after which the
party chairperson will sum up
the two days ol deliberations.

Power generation
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was not by the World
Bank it has been modified once
already. Taking out the Kaptai
and Ishurdi components will
mean that very little of the orig-
inally negotiated Power Reha-
bilitation Project will remain.

The current ban on new
lending to the power sector was
imposed concurrently by the
WB and the Asian Development
Bank in October 1990. Subs-

eguently, in Septeinber 199
the ngt on to suspend :
disbursement out of the 16
towns powcr distribulion pro-
ject. This suspension was with-
drawn in February 1983 soon
afler Finance Minister Saifur
Rahman visited the WB head-
quarters and held discussions
with the Bank President Lewis T
Preston.

Finance Minister Saifur
Rahman succeeded in persuad-
ing the bank to lift its suspen
sion on disbursement from th
16 towns power distribution
project because until then
power sectors systems loss was
showing a downward trend. The *
WB, however, held firm to its
position that such ‘'marginal’
improvement was not sufficient
ground for it to embank on new
lending. This position has not

yet.

The nt has already
been advised by the WB that ft
will come forward to support
new capital investment in the
power sector only if the Energy
Ministry succeeds in bringing

about significantly higher per-
formance level for the PDB by
commercialising it and making
it face competition from the pri-
vale sector.

A large mnb:rnfdrn.
from embassies and High

Commissions in Dhaka also at-
| tended

the function which
started in the morning and

lasted untl 1:30 pm.

Government of the People’s Republic
of Bangladesh
National Board of Revenue
Dhaka

Notice

The date for advance income tax payment for
the 1st quarter of the current financial year is

September 15, 1993.

The advance income tax payable by the
concerned taxpayer is to be paid through IT Form
No. IT 31(B) (amended) challan.

The taxpayers should pa

y theadvance tax filling

in the said challan form as usual by uphr:hgthe
figure “74(1)" with the figure “64 in as many
places as it occurs in the form.

It may be mentioned that the financial limit of

total income for paymen

yment of advance income tax

for all classes of assessees is now Taka 1,00,000/=. |

All assessees concerned are

requested to pay |

their advance income tax for the Ist quarter of the |

current financial
year 1994-95 under

year relevant to the assessment
ti\bsymmby&pnmberﬁ.

1993. Simple interest @ 12% per

annum will he

paid at 4 lesser amount than due.
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