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‘Unionists of
Citibank in
S Korea go on

indefinite strike
SEOUL, Sept 1:
uniop members of the US-based
Citibank in Soulh Korea on

Tuesday launched an indefinite

strike, while another US-based
bank, First r
Bank, locked out striking work-
ers, réports AFP,

All the 205 union members

of some 500 employees at the

Citibank's nine offices in Seoul

and two offices in the south-
eastern Port of Pusan walked
out, partly affecting the bank's
business, a spokesman of the
labour union said.

Some 160 of the striking

workers converged on their

Seoul arters and staged

a sii-down strike, singing songs
and chanting slogans.

“ The workers struck for a

to press their demands

before launching an indefinite

mended by South l{urcln

%ﬂhﬂu. First Hntlunnl

Bosten [DBank locked out 26
who have been

L.
Police threatened to inter-
vene and arrest the striking
workers, who, the police said,

were barring non-union
members [rom entering the
Fate of Jakarta's

membership in

INRO to be

discussed soon
JAKARTA, Sept |: The {ate of

Indonesia's in the
International Natural Rubber
Organization (INRO) will be dis-
cussed in the group's meeting
in Bangkok next month, the
Antara news agency said
Monday, reports AFP.

The chairman ol Indonesia’s
Rubber Association, Cornel,
said last week that Indonesia
was onsidering leaving INRO
aiving the groups ihability te
maintain fair prices. -

"By early September this
year, a meeting at ministerial
level will be held to discuss the
[ membership) matter, the offi-
cial news quoted the
Agriculture Ministry's Secretary
General Sutatwo Hadiwigeno as
saying.

The meeting will be held in
Bangkok, he added.

INRO gathers both producers
and consumers+«wof natural rub-
ber, Indonesia has said that
INRO's buffer stock manage-

ment favoured consumers and |

had consequently disadvan-
taqa:l prroducerl by failing to

Industrlal output
prices up by 8 pc
in East Germany

WIESBANDEN, Germany,
Sept 1: Industrial uction
prices in Eastern Germany were
up by 0.8 per cent in July on an
annual basis and were un-
changed from June, the federal
statistics office here announced
on Tuesday, reports AFP.

It said production prices of
metal goods were up by 1.2 per
cent in the area in July by com-
ﬂ“n with June. Rubber

ucts were up 3.1 per cent,
:md paper products 1.1 per

Eepa.ml:h the statistics of- |}

fice’said sales of the wholesale
trade in unfﬂtd Germany

mrpr:d m'lthrm

per cent in
mﬂttmulnd Iarmm-
son with the month last

year, to 79 billion marks.

For the year's first seven
months, the wholesale trade's
sales totalled 558 billion marks,
dl:mn six per cent in nominal

by four per cent in
prices from the same period
l:;iyenr the nnmunnenrnl'.

Fuel crisis,strike paralyse Nigeria's transportation

LAGOS, Nigeria, Sept I:
Motorists mobbed gas stations
searching for scarce fuel and
airlines grounded their planes
Monday as a strike against
Nigeria's new government cre-
ated transportation havoc na-
tionwide, reports AP.

Private airlines canceled all
domestic flights and thousands
of passengers were stranded at
the 17 because of fuel

s and a walkout by air
traffic controllers.

Nigerian Air Force personnel
staffed some towers and han-
dled other airport duties, but
only the government-owned
Nigerian Airways and some in-
ternational carriers managed to

The sizfkes were called
Saturday by the Nigerian

Some 200

National Boston
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Work on global trade accord
may end by mid-March

GENEVA, Sept |: GATT ne-
gotiators are hoping to complete
work on a trade accord
by mid-March and hold a minis-
terial conference in April next
year to sign the deal, 'Director
General Peter Sutherland said

, reports AFP.
Sutherland laid out his

hopes for the concluding phase
of the so-called U Round

al a meeting of the trade nego-
tiattons committee, the highest
body of the 116-member
General Agreement on Tarifls
and Trade.

The round, launched in
Punte Del Este in late 1986,
aims at sweeping liberalisation

of trade in a host of areas, in-

cluding market access, services,
agriculture, textiles and intel-

Sutherland expressed hope
that substantive talks could be
concluded in December, and
urﬂ governments to “bé pre-
pa to face down wvested In-
terests and to place political
leadership before expediency.”

* Failure tq reach agreement
by the end of this year would
undermine the multilateral
trading systemm with unpre-
dictable economic, political and
even security consequences,’
the Irishman said.

The GATT chief said that
once the basic ments were
reached, the negotiators would
have to tidy up the legal lan-
guage and then finalise sched-
ules and consult with delega-
tians on any final adjustments.

* | propose to conclude these
two processes by mid-March so

that there will be sufficient time
for printing and circulation of
the complete Uruguay Round
documents prior to a formal
signing of the nts at a
mindisterial conference in April
1994, he said.

Sceking to speed the process
along, Sutherland said It was
“disturbing” that only 54 of the
116 GATT members had pre-
sented co nsive offers on
market access for goods. He
urged the others to do so im-
mediately.

“ 1 ean already see that all
government will have to make
major efforts to make the ulti-
mate market access deal sub-
stantial and attractive at a
multilateral level,” he said.

He said "not a great number
of tssues,” need to be resolved

on services, where offers huve
been presented by 73 countries,
and he expects the chairman of
the negotiating group lo pro-
duee a revised text by the end of
September.

Sutherland announced plans
lo established an informal
group to flesh out provisions on
institutional issues such as a
proposed multilateral trading
organisation and a dispute set-
tliement mechantsm. The group
would be chaired by ambas-
sador Jullo Lacarte-Muro of

U ,

“: GATT Director General
also said he had initiated con-
sultations on ghving Hal at-
tention to the needs of the least

developed countries as specified

in the original Punte Del Este
talks.

About 100 banking
officials arrested

for corruption

. HONG KONG, Sept I:
Authorities have detained about
100 financial offictals including
six bank managers on corrup-

tion charges in southwest
China, a report said Tuesday,
according to AP.

The officials, from barking,
credit and insurance firms,
were delained in Sichuan
Province, the Chinese -controlled
newspaper Ta Kung Pao said,
quoting a report from the China

News Serviee.
Last week, the ruling

Community Party launched a
nationwide anti-corruption
drive. Courts across the country
have handed out harsh sen-

tences, includi the death

Ity. in several major graft,
ribery and embezzlement
CASCS

Ta Kung Pao said Sichuan
authorities investigated 102
corru cascs (n the barfk-
ing system in the l!rlt hall of

lhllynr
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Investors worried over
Thai govt action

BANGKOK, Sept 1: The gov-
ernment’s strong- arm hand
of a dispute with a private
developer and a court order
forcing the road open have un-
dermined investor and banking
confidence in Thalland, busi-
ness analysts said Wednesday,
reports AP,

The one billion dollar 20-
kilometer [12-mile] expressway
was completed in April by the
Hangknh Expressway Co Ltd
‘E u: Bangkok's thnhln,l
traffic jams, it remained closed
due to disputes over revenues
from the road.

After weeks of plﬂdding ne-
gotiations, the Expressway and
Rapid Transit Authority of
Thailand sued the developer for
alleged breach of contract. On
Tuesday, the Civil Court or-

CGumi. Several Thai banks are

moiorists by Thursday
The majority owner of the
road developer is the Japanese

Kumagai

the other major sharchoiders.

Some businessmen viewed
the court order as use of state
power to force a com-

pany to come to terms with the

nment. [t came on the

Is of Monday's demonstra-

ton by 500 expressway author-

ity employees calling for open-
ing of the road.

“It's very damaging to in-
vestor confidence,” said
Marshall W Parke, managing di-
rector of Manistee Ltd, a mer-
chant banking and venture-
capital ilom.

"Anybody invoiving in con-

dered the developer to clear all tracting for the government, or
barriers to entrances and exits E:lﬂm mml:n:
on the road by Wednesday al- government,

| ternoon for anticipated use by  greatly concerned,” he said.

lectual property rights.

“‘-‘!

.hpnn s dutrnmc-a .g'lﬂ.ﬂl. Hﬂtsuuhlu unﬁll&d a new nutebmk cumputer Whﬁ a mini CD-RﬂM
drive in Tokyo yesterday. The 486-based Windows machine features a monochrome and colour
LCD screen and is also compatible with pen-input system. It will go on sale under the
Panasonic brand name in Japan , the USA, Britain, Germany and Canada next month, priced
at 268,000 yen (2,580 dollar) tu EEE 000 yen (6,430 dollar ).

—AFPphnm

3 Asian states forecast

lower rice harvests

Sept |1: The unsea-
nuna.ﬂy cnnl wel summer that
has hit rice crops throughout
East Asia looks sure to worsen
North Korea's already acute
food shortages, Asian diplo-
mats said on Tuesday, reports
Reuter.

* Japan, China and South
Korea are forecasting lower rice
harvests because of the
weather,” one diplomat said.

“ Because North Korea is
further north, the effect of the
cooler conditions will be more
pronounced,” he added.

Japan was forecastling a
‘scven per cent drop in riee pro- -

duction. South Korea had esti-
mated its output would fall be-
tween about seven and nine per
cent.

Given Stalinist North Korea's
poor agricultutal work methods
and chronic sho of fertil-
izer, its shortfall was likely to
reach 12 per cent, perhaps even
15 per gent, he said.

The U.S State Department
saild on August 19 that
Japanese visitors to North
Korea were already bringing
back tales of food s and
civil unrest in the communist
country. :

" We have heard over a pe-
riod of time { reports).about food
shortages and some allegations
of unrest,” in North Korea, de-
partment spokesman David
Johnson said.

Pyongyang's oflicjal propa-

Labour Congress, a coalition ol
41 unions cla four milllon
members in such key areas and
the ofl industry, It was the most
widespread of several organised
protests during 10 weeks of po-
litieal crisis.

The ruler of eight years, Gen
Ibrahim Babangida, resigned
from r under pressure on
Thursday but left a government
of civilian supporters led by
Erncst Shonekan, a business-
man who supperted the géneral.

"He (Babangida) has in-
stalled people are answer-
able to him only,” said Labour
Congress official Ezekiel
Anzaku.

Babangida triggered the cri-
sis by voiding the June 12 pres-
idential election that' was to
produce a democratically cho-

ganda organs have boasted in
recent days of bumper grain
harvests, although, as usual,
they have given no reliable fig-
ures.

Nevertheless, some hints of
concern have filtered through
the up-beat coverage.

In a report of meetings

German Economics

Minister still
for EC-US

farm pact

BONN (Germany), Sept I:
Economics Minister Guenter
Rexrodt declared Germany's
support Tuesday for'the US-
Europe farm trade agreement
that France has insisted must
be modified, reports AP.

Rexrodt appeared to contra-
dict what Chancellor Helmut
Kohl said last week when Kohl
backed the visiting French pre-
mier. Edouard Balladur, in
saving Germany also had prob-
lems with' the Blair House
agreement, named for the US
government guest house where
the agriculture talks were hckl
last year.

German government L-adern
have presented a divided pic-
ture on the Blair House agree-
ment, which calls for a 21 per
cent cut in European
Community-subsidised food ex-

ports over six years.

SEN SUCCessor,

The interim government has
promised to hold new clections
early next year, bul many
Nigerians want the winner of
the June ballot. Moshood KO
Abjola, installed as president.

Babangida has been accused

of blocking Abijola's ascension to

power because the publishing
tycoon is a member of the
southern Yoruba tribe. Political
power ‘has traditionally been
held by mnortherners like
Babangida.

Like Abiola, Shonekan is
frggn the Egba sub-tribe of the
Yoruba people and the two men
come from the same town, but
Shonekan has little support
among his people. Two Egba or-
ganisations denounced him.

"Let him prove that he is not

President Kim [l -Surfg had last
week in North Hamgju‘f
province, the Korean Cen

" News Agency (KCNA) quoted

him as saying crops were doing
well in all areas despite the
unfavourable chilly weather
but urging redoubled efforts fog
“a constant upsurge in produc-
tion.” =

Kim also called for further
increases in the output of
chemical fertilisers, agricul-
lural chemicals and herbicides,

the agency said.

North Korea's already flag-
ging economy suflered a devas-
tating blow with the collapse of
the Soviet Unfon and its satel-
lites. The abrupt end of its
barter trade agreements with

the east bloc meant Pyo
has had to pay scarce ng;:ng

cutrency for all vital imports.

Recent travellers have talked
of factories idled for lack of fucl.

A report this month in the
Washington Post said visitors to
North Korea had reported the
appearance of a new slogan on
government Billboards in the
countryside: “ Let's eat two
meals a day, not three.”

It said a woman who had re-
cently visited relatives near the

- industrial city of Wonsan re-

ported her son's [amily ate rice
“once a year, as a delicacy,” but
was lucky because it had bean
vines growing around the
house.

a stooge of former President
Babangida, said an Egba soli-
darily Group statement,

Soldfers were deployed
Monday to guard Shonekan's
family home in southwestern
Abeokuta city. A Shonekan aide
said people have been dumping
garbage in front of the villa.

Thousands of ple have
fled to their ethnic homelands
in recent wecks ot of fear the
unrest will lead to ethnic
clashes that often plague this
nation of 90 million people from
250 tribes.

Shonekan's government
moved lo placate its critics by
releasing thiee detained human
rights leaders during the week-
end,

Bul Nigerlan media also re-
ported that tht government was

[llegal loans to Iraq

Issue of Italian
witnesses may
delay start of
Drogoul's trial

ATLANTA, Sept 1. An attor-
ney for a former banker
with making 5.5 billion dollar in
illegal loans to Irag, says a fed-
eral appeals court ruling prob-
ably will delay the start of his
client's case until November,
says AP,

A three-judge panel of the
l1i1th US Circuit Court of
Appeals on Monday authorised
prosecutors in the case against
Christooher Drogoul to inter-
view 13 ltalian witnesses about
the loans.

The panel reversed a ruling
by US District Judge G Ernest
Tidwell, which had blocked the
depositions. Prosecutors will
have to ask Tidwell to delay the
start of Drogoul's trial sched-
uled to begin Sept 8.

Drogoul is the former Atlanta
branch manafer of Italy's gov
ernment-owned Banca
Nazionale del Lavoro. Some of
the money from the loans
helped fortify Iraq's military
before the Persian Gulf War.

His lawyer, Robert Simels,
said the postponement means
the trial probably won't start
until Novamber,

The case against Drogoul
stems {rom a 1980 raid on the
BNL office in Atlanta. He was
indicted in 1991 and pleaded
guilty last year, later withdraw-
ing the plea and setting the
stage for a trial. The trial, origi-
nally scheduled to begin in
April, already has been post-

once.

Over $ 670,000
worth of tiger
skins, bones
seized in India

NEW DELHI, Sept 1: Indian
police have seized from wildlife
a record haul of tiger

skins, bones and other pelts,
worth more than 670,000 dol-
lar, news agencies said on

Tuesday, reports Reuter.
Eight tiger skins and 287 kg
of tiger bones were netted in

two separate raids in North
Delhi on Monday night, the
Press Trust of India (PTI) re-

The haul, the biggest ever
made in India, also fncluded 43
leopard skins and “bout 100
other pelts ir . 10ing olter, fox
and jackal, PT] added.

The agencies said a Tibetan
refugee and an Indian were
arrcsted, but the head of the

The animal were meant
for export through India's far
northern region of Ladakh to
China, where the sk'ns would

to the for trade and the

nes would be used in tradi-
tional medicine, the agencies
added. .

United News of India quoted
Environment Minister Kamal
Nath as saying the bones could
have fetched more than 225
dollar per kg (100 dollar per
pound) in China.

Nath said the government
would step up sccurity in its
national game reserves to stop

. poaching. -

mnsldtnnf a decree that would
make it illegal for people to
campaign for the release of the
June 12 election results,

The Civil Liberties Orga-
nisation condemned the plans
as an effort to "induce collective
amnesia.”

Abiola, in the Uniled States
lobbying for stringent sanctions
against Nigeria, had promised
to return home this week to
form his own government. Bul
he said Monday he was delaying
his return.

"There Is no way | can go
back until the situation be-

comes clearer,” Abiola told re-
poriers.
On Monday, the strike

spread from the southwes! of
the country. Abicla's Lribal
stronghold, to the more ethni

Economic reform means big
business for Hanoi lottery

HANOI, Sept 1: As eco-
nomic reform brings modest
prosperity to more peoplg,
Hanoi's dafly lottery has come
to symbolize dreams of instant
wealth that no longer seem
[antastic, reports AP.

Ticket sellers with home-
made display tables crowd
downtown sidewalks. Their
business has boomed since the
government began embraci
iree market in the late lﬂﬂﬂn:
leaving the Spartan image of
communism bchind.

"At the beginning, there
were only about 20 people sell-
ing lottery tickets in Hanot,”
said Dang Thi Hao, who has
done business al the same
corner for 20 years "Now
there are hundreds.

For the equivalent of about
19 cents, the price of two
pounds (one kilogram) of rice,
people were able not long ago
to buy numbered tickets for a
dirs 32,000 jackpot — 160
times Vietnam's per capilal in-
come and about 46 times the
average annual salary In Hanol.
Other prizes included televi-
sions, appliances and gold.

S0 many Hanoi residents
want a shot that lottery ofli-
cials plan to adopt a high-tech
Western “Lotto” p.'ml: later this
year.

Launched in 1967 as a way
to raise money for public
works, the Construction
Lottery of Hanoi still clings to

its original mission. Profits are
used to build schools and hos-
pitals.

In 1988, as the government
relaxed restgictions on free
enterprise, ticket sales grew
fivefold over the previous year.

Nguyen Phuoc Thiet, assis-
tant director of the lottery, at-
tributes the increase to
incomes in the budding private
sector. He said more than
400,000 tickets a day were

being sold in the city of 3 mil-

lion people.

Thiet insists that a game of
chance with a fat prize Is com-
patible with communism, es-
pecially when the revenue is
put to good public use.

“The nature of lottery is dil-
ferent from Lthe nature of gam-
bling, (which) 1s only to put
some money in the pocket of
the individual and to cause

some social evils,” Thiet de
clared recently.
He denied there was a

problem of lottery addiction,
but tickel sellers tell a
different story. In a country
with  a per capita annual
income of roughly dirs 200,
some players become

obsessed.

"Addicts will buy tickets ev-

ery day, even if they have no

money.” sald a seller who gave
his name only as Kim. "They'll

borrow from their friends.”

Another salesman, Trung
Van Kinh, said some cus-

tomers buy up to 300 lickets
at a time. -

Like factory worker Nguyen
Van Houng, who buys about 10
tickets a month, most people
consider the lottery a form of
entertminment, Houng com-
pares it to drinking beer, and
observed: "Some people say it's
one model of capitalism.

Unemployment rises

to 11.7 pc in France

PARIS, Sept 1 Unemploy-
ment edged up in France to
11.7 per cent in July, an
increase of one-tenth of one per
cent, and the number of jobless
rose to a new record, the
Labour Ministry said Hnn:hy

reporis AP,

Twenty-six thousand people
joined the jobless rolls in July,
bringing the number to
3,109,319, the ministry said.

The expected rise came as
the conservative government of
Prime Minister Edouard
Balladur struggled to pull
country out of a recessiofh wi
out undermining the franc urlth
drastically lower interest rates.

Balladur has announced tax
cuts and the sellofl of state-
owned com les to ﬂ;llﬂl:l.‘
_]ﬂh - i g

vaem nt researchetd
unemployment could rise to
liﬁpcrmntbythctndul'ﬂu

Farmers get boost in Myanmar

YANGON, Sept 1: Myanmar s
impoverished rice farmers have
been given a much needod
boost by a recent government
directive limiting fixed-price
state purchases and allowing
greater access 1o free-market
trading, reports AFP.

The new ministerial dirpctive
stipulates that state paddy pur-
chases will be handled solely by
the trade ministry, while coop-
eratives, joint-ventures and pri-
vate traders will make their
purchases on a tree- market
basis. :
Analysts here say the move
will greatly relieve the burden
on poorer farmers, some of
whom had previously been
forced into by the need to
meet government quotas.

Under the directive, govern-

ment purchases for stale con-
sumption,

and ex-

emergencies
rt will be limited to twelve
ts (552 pound) per acre.

" They will also be confined to

farmers in a comparatively
higher income bracket.

Al a recent’ coordination
mecting in Bassein, the capital
of the rice- rich Irrawaddy divi-

n, trade minister Licutenant-

ral Tun Kyi emphasized
that state purchases should not
be made from disaster-struck
areas or from f[armers with
small holdings "whose harvests
were just enough for their own
consumption.”

In the past, lower-level gov-
ernment Ei&h had r::n@rt:d
to forced purchases of rice to
meet government quotas. This
in turn forced poor farmers with
small holdings to sell not only

cally mixed central reglons.

Business continued as usual
in northern Nigeria except for
the crippling gas shortage.

Soldiers and police tried to
control erowds that mobbed gns
stations to pay up to five times
the pump price for what little
fuel was available. In some
places, .«cab drivers also stayed
home.

Al the two Lagos ports that
handle 60 per cent of the coun-
try’s imports and exports, no ofl
tanker had been loaded since
the strike began Saturday. Ofl
provides 8O per cent of govern-
ment revenue.

Oil companies said produc-
tion had not been affected de-
spite the shipping delays be-
causc managemenl was operat-
ing the rigs.

rice kept aside for personal cqn-
sumption, but even that re-
served for use as seedlings.

Cases were not unknown
when farmers, threatened with
having their land confiscated,
were obliged to incur debts to
meel government quolas.

Formerly a government
monopoly, Myanmar's domestic
rice trade has been granted
various free market benefits in
recent years, resulting in pro-
duction increases.

However, spiralling prices-
which the government at-
tributed to avaricious -en-
trepreneurs and smugglers —
caused serious problems in this
impoverished country where
rice is the main staple.

With innovative cropping

tterns, increased farmland,
:fty inputs of fertilisers, ma-
chine utilization and more sci-
entific methods of cultivation,
Myanmar hopes to achicve a
record yield this year of some
15 million tons of paddy,
equivalent to about ten million
tons of rice.

The official figure for the
1991-92 paddy crop was 13.2

million tons.
With year-round paddy cul-

tivations, a ncw innovation
aimed at increasing crop-land
from an averagg twelve million
acre (4.8) million hectares to

ﬂentfmmhnymrlutntalnmm
than two billion kyats.

The loans range from 200 to
400 kyats per acle, spending on
the yleld provided by the variety
of rice grown.

There are six kyats to the
dollar at the official rate, but
the black market price is
around 100 to the dollar.

The report also said farmers
had fui]y repaid loans amount-
ing to more than 1.5 billion ky-
ats Iasl;yur

Int’l bidding
opens for

$ 800m Chinese
water project

BEIWJING, Sept 1: Interna-
tional bidding has opened in
Beijing for BOO million dollar in
contracts for work on a World
Bank-funded walter project on
the Yellow River, the official
China Daily reported Wednes-~
day, says AP.

About 34 contractors from
Europe, Latin America and
South Korea started bidding
Tuesday for ‘civil works' on the

Xiaolangdi project in Henan
province, the newspaper said.

fourteen million acre [5.6 mil-

lton hectare), a further 25 per
cent increase fn output L-. tar-
geted for 1993-94.

A report in the official Mirror

The entire waler diversion
project, which includes con-
siruction ol a large reservoir
with a capacity of 12.65 billion

cubi¢ metres (442.75 +billion
cubic feet), will total 10 billion
yuan (1.754 billion dollar).

Cadly last week sald the gov-

ernment had increased agricul-
tural loans by up to 100 per

Military Engineer Semceﬁ
Bangladesh Navy
Notice of Tender

| 1. Applications are hercBy invited by CMES (Navy) Banani,
Dhaka for issue of Tender Documents upto, 31-8-93 for
the following works:

A. TC for decoration artificer’s B;‘-'l.i-. EM, F/S, Minor,
Piece work and Bazar Supply Materials under
different GEs/AGEs (Nav

MES enlisted 'E' & 'D' Class contractors may apply for

tender documents megtioning their index number

1 alongwith VAT enlistment certificate.

' 3. Necessary tender documents will be issued to the
| selected contractors on or after 07-9-93.
ISPR (Navy) 93/1735

DFP(G) 13417—28/8 G-1132




