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Investors can make 16-pt |

plan a success: Mannan

By Staff Correspondent

State Minister for Textiles, uncompetitive here because of

(Rid) MA Mannan

the new 16-point plan for
revamping the sector is a guid-
ing principle and the initlative
should come from the en-

*The World Bank and the

Parliamentary Standing
Commitiee has the
16-point it has the
backing of the people of the
country.

"We must do eve to go
ahead with it." he and
added that those who

ment are also this.

Enr.hr,ﬂrmmmmr

said a major programme like
the plan should hawve been

taken up by the government
soon aflter ind to

meet the gap in d textiles
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pered well," Mannan uld
"However, the middle portion,
the weaving and finishing sub-
sectors, have suffered.”

The minister said develop-
ment of the textiles sector can-
not be made without a con-
certed development of all the
sub-sectors.

"It is not a daydream to
achieve export earnings of Taka
1.6 lakh crore from the textiles
sector alone,” Mannan said.
"The entir region of East Asia
has been witnessing a surge in
textfles exports. So, why can't
we do the same?” the minister
guestioned.

"In fact, our estimate of Taka
1.6 lakh crore is a conservative
one”, he asserted,

Textiles Secretary Mofazzal
Karim, speaking on the occa-
sion, observed that the sector is

high tax rates on maw materials.
He also that to com-
bat of textiles read -
justing fiscal measures is
the only solution. '

Abdur Rauf, an Awami
League MP present on the occa-
sion, said the JS standing
committee had supported the
16-point programme to uphold
the greater interest of the na-
ton.

BNP MP Taiyubur Rahman
also urged all to make the 16-
point plan a success. Abdul
Alim Mirdha, MP, said the na-
tion would not allow the plan to
be marred because of the vested
interests of certain quarters

Osmany'’s s 75th
birth anniversary

tomorrow

The 75th birth anniversary
of the Commander-in-Chiefl of
the Liberation Army

r General Mohammad
Ataul Ghani Osmany will be ob-
served tomorrow, reports UNB.

Different organisations, in-

day.

The Janata Party will hold a
discussion meeting at the
National Book Centre at 4 pm.
Deputy Leader of the
Opposition in Parllament Abdus
Samad Azad will be the chiefl
guest while Rashed Khan
Menon, MP, Barrister Ish
Ahmed and Advocate Gaziu
Haq will attend as special

ﬂ%:- programmes will include
a seminar on the "Role of
Osmany in materidlising the
objectives of the Liberation War
and pre parliamentary
democracy” and a cultural
function at the children’'s audi-
tortum of the National Museum
at 4 pm on the day.

Justice Kemaluddin Ho-
ssain, Dr Kamal Hossain, Shah-
jahan Siraj, MP, Suranjit Sen-

gupta, MP, M Rafiqul’] BU
and Gias Kamal Chowdhury will
take part in the discussion.

The ir Osmany Sa-
majsheba-O-Gabeshana
Sangsad will hold a milad
mahfil at the Baitul Mukarram
National Mosque at 3 pm. It will
also place wreaths at the por-
trait of the leader on the day.

Jute sector reforms

From "m-'f

ment intervention in the sector.

A large number of the public
sector jute mills under the
Ba sh Jute Mills Cor-
poration (BJMC) would also be
privatised by the end of the
pmnrnt in 1996, the source

A: purl of the owerall re-
structuring process, the wind-
ing up of the Bangladesh Jute
Corporation has already been
authorised.

The jute sector restructuring
project {JSRP) was earlier
scheduled to start last July but

negotiations got bogged down
because the government sought
more money than the US 150
million dollar offered initially by
the bank.

At the same time, the WB
asked the t to devise
a mechanism to reschedule the

outstanding debts —
about Taka 4,000 crore —of
both the private and public sec-
tor jute mills.

Moreover, the Jute Ministry
source pointed out, the unilat-
eral raise in wages for the work-
ers announced by the govern-
ment earlier this year also in-
r.:rﬂudthemt.

required a

revision om prnjntl cost esli-
mates because the estimated re-
trenchment beneflits for the
workers increased.,” he ex-

plained.
Continued tiations, ho-
wever, enabled both sides to

resolve the issues and the WB
submitted a revised legal doc-

ument on the project and the
credit to the government on

m 11, the ministry source

The JSRP is based on the
recommendations of the Euro-
pean Community-funded jute
sector manufacturing study
compicted last year, but with
some modifications. The study
strongly suggested downsizing
the production capacity of the
existing jute mills by 34 per
cent with the immediate clo-
sure of 12 worst performing jute
ﬂlh.nrtnfwhichllmrheprl-
vaile sector.

The study also recommended
the immediate retrenchment of
about 50,700 mill employees,
including 38,500 of the pro-
duction workers out of a total
1,36,780 and about 12,200 of-
ficers and staff out of a total
24,300,

The study estimated the
compensation cost for the re-
trenchment process at about

Taka 2.45 billion at the rate of
Taka 50,000 per retrenched
worker. There are 65 jute mills
in operation in the country, in-
cluding 36 under the BJMC
and 29 in the private sector.

. Earlier this month, the Jute
ministry source said, the
Finance Minister outlined the
objectives of the project in a
letter to the WB while accept-
ing the IDA credit.

Of the nine BJMC jute mills
to be closed under the project,
the source added, four have al-
ready been shut down, includ-
ing the Jute Mills,
the Bawa in Dhaka, the
Monowar in Khulna and the
Purbachal in Jesseore.

However, he could not pro-
vide any specific figures as to
how any workers would be re-
trenched under the JSRP but
said the would be con-
ducted “discreetly” with the
workers being offered similar
benefits to early retirement op-
tions. _

He added that the govern-
ment has sanctioned Taka 60
crore for the retrenchment
benefits and more would be
forthcoming.

In his letter to the World
Bank the Finance Minister also
outlined setting up a ‘social
safety-net programme’ for the
retrenched emp under
which they would be offered re-
training opportunities.

+ On rescheduling of the Taka
4, DUU' crore outstanding debts
of both the public and private
sector mills one-third ﬂf the
amount would be written-ofl by

the individual banks while the
resl of the amount would be re-

amortised for a period of 15
years.

On privatising the 36 BJMC
mills, the source said, the
BJMC would retain about 25
per cent of the mills and the
rest would be privatised by
1996,

Moreover, re-training of the
managers and workers of the
retained mills would be started
immediately to increase the
production efficiency of the
units.

The Finance Minister, in his
lct[t:r to the WB, also pledged to
reform the wage of the
jute industry, Hmitt’ﬂ::.r wages
with productivity based on the
recommendations of the tripar-
tite consultative committee,
and ecliminating government
intervention in the sector and
allowing it to function on a
purely commercial basis.
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BNP chairperson Prime Minister Begu
of the fourth national countil meeting of the party at Manik Mia Avenue in the city yesterday.

-
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party leaders, ministers and
party Secretary General Ba-
rrister Salam Talukder were
present during the Prime
Minister's visit.

Meanwhile, all tions
have been nnnq:lﬂcf!rm the
council session. A huge canopy
has been erected on the broad
Manik Miah Avenue.

Some 3000 party workers
and volunteers have been
working round-the-clock to
make the council a success,
said the organisers.’

Later Begum Zia went (o the
party's central office and dis-
cussed with senior leaders af-
fairs relating to the council.

The BNP Central Office at
Naya Paltan wore a festive look
with thousands of party leaders
and workers assembled there.
The office has been decorated
with buntings and festoons.
Thousands of workers were
seen assembled in front of the
office discussing the forthcom-
ing council. Because of space
shortage, hundreds of party
workers were seen standing
outside the office.

Earlier, a meeting of the
Management sub-committee
headed by Foreign Minister
ASM Mostafizur Rahman visited
the canopy at Shere-e-Bangla
Nagar and expressed satisfac-
tion at the preparations.

The Entertainment sub-
committee headed by Mir
Shawkat Ali, MP, also met at
the party office.

A meeting of the Service sub-

Khaleda greets
Mabhathir

Prime Minister Begum
Khalada Zia has felicitated Dato
Seri Dr Mahathir Bin Moha-
mmad, Prime Minister of Mala-
ysia, and Patrick Manning,
Prime Minister of the Republic
of Trinidad and Tobago, on the
occasion of national days of the
two countries, reports UNB.
In separate messages,
Zia wished progress and
prosperity for the peoples of
Malaysia and Trinidad and

She was accompanied by several of her cabinet and party colleagues.

All set for BNP's council

committee headed Mayor
Mirza Abbas also held a meet-
ing. Members of the volunteer
squad were also present at the
meeting. The Service sub-
committee will meet again today
at the Manik Miah Avenue at
3:30 pm.

A meeting of the Jatiyatabadi
Krtshak Dal at the BNP Central
Office requested the presidents
and secretaries of all district
units to attend the party's
council session. It was p ed
by Mirza Alamgir,

The Jatiyatabadi Tanti Dal
also held a meeting at the MP
Hostel.

Several thousand activists of
the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
WCD), the student wing of the
BNP, marched through the city
streets yesterday evening in a
colourful procession carrying
banners and portraits of late
President Zia and Prime
Minisger Bejum Khaleda Zia.

The JCD also brought out a
rally from the Aparajeyo Bangla
on the Dhaka University cam-
pus at 11 am which terminated
at the BNP central office.

According to party sources,
the fourth council will be the
turning point for the BNP and it
will also bear an impact on na-
tional politics. The ruling party
is expected to give a call to the
opposition parties to consolidate
the nascent democracy in the
country.

Sources also said, the ruling
party leaders will discuss
organisational matters and
chart a strategy for the next
elections.

The first council of the BNP
was held in 1980 and the sec-
ond in 1981. The last council
was held in 1989.

Talukder’s request

Mecanwhile, BNP Secretary
General Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukder has requested the
party leaders and workers to be
present at Manik Mia Avenue
by 8 am tomorrow to join the
inaugural session of the fourth
national council.

In a statement yesterday,
Talukder requested the presi-
dents of all district units to take
position in front of their re-
spective flag stands by 8:30 am

m Khaleda Zia visited the venue for the opening session

— PID pheto

lo participate in the flag hotst-
ing ceremony.

The, BNP Secretary General
also asked the councillors to
collect their entry passes before
entering the council stage at
Sugandha to take part in the
business sessions.

Meanwhile, the party has in-
structed all leaders and workers
not to crowd the mazar of late
President Ziaur Rahman before
the inaugural function.

Only the Standing Commi-
ttee members will wvisit the
mazar at 8 am tomorrow and
place wreaths there on the
occasion of the party's 15th
founding anniversary, said a
press re ;

Others have been adwvised to
visit the mazar in the afternoon
or later in the day, the press
release added.

Two.to die for
killing
Jubadal leader

FARIDPUR, Aug 30: Two
people were sentenced to death
and four others given life term
here today for killing a Jubadal
leader, reports UNB.

Firoz, 22, a local Jubadal
leader, was shot dead at his
home in Alipur area of the town
on April 15 last year.

Additional District and
Sessions Judge Abul Mansur
pronounced the judgement ac-
quitting 11 others of the mur-
derc

Babu Kashai and Hiru were
awarded death penalty by
hanging while Ohid, Shaid,
Milon and Mintu were given life
term in jail.

Kotwali police had submitied

a charge-sheet to the court
against 17 people.

400 feared killed

in dam burst

BEWING, Aug 30: More than
400 people were feared dead al-
ter a dam burst in China's re-
mote western province of
Qinghai sending torrents of wa-
ter crashing down on
villages, officials said today, re-
ports Reuter.

More forei gn

delegates arrive

Sec General of the Shri
Lanka's United National
Party BS Cooray will attend the
opening ceremony of the na-
tional council of BNP to be
held tomorrow, reports UNB.

Cooray, also the M for
Housing and Construction of
Shri Lanka, arrives here today,
Shri Lankan High Commission
sources said.

During his stay here, Cooray
will also study Bangladesh's
housing programmes, urban
scttlement, flood prevention and
disaster preparedness measures
and visit the Grameen Bank.

Some 22 foreign dignitaries
are expected to attend the
opening ceremony of the BNP
council

Leaders of both the ruling
and opposition parties of difler-
ent countries including China,
Frarwce, India, Pakistan, Nepal,
Japan and Indonesia will also
attend

Meanwhile, convenor of the
council preparatory committee
Chowdhury Tanbir Ahmad Sid-
diky yesterday received two
delegations from Pakistan and
Nepal at the Zia International
Ajrport.

Zia lspahani, a representa-
tive of the Pakistan People's
Party chiel Benazir Bhutto, ar-
rived here last evening by an
Emirate’s flight.

A four-member Nepalese del-
egation led by Basudev Risel,
Joint Secretary of the ruling
Nepali Congress and Leader of
the Upper House, arrived yes-
terday afternoon.

Talukdar doubts

From Page |1 Col 8

Minister termed the Gano
Forum a “rainbow coalition®
where, he said, the political
equations were remarkable’

Responding lo a gquestion,
Barrister Talukder, however,
said in a democratic society
anybody could create a party of
his choice.

Editorial on page 4
Talukder, whose powerful

party post is being coveted by a
number of influential leaders,

left it to the partymen Lo evalu-
ate his performance as the

Secretary General for last six |

years,

Replying a question on this
subject, he listed at least three
major events during his tenure
— the fall of the autocratic
regime, the BNP's return to
power and reoccupation of the
party central office at Naya
Paltan, the ion of which
had been lost after fall from

¥

About his ministry, Talukder
remarked: “It's a rare event
that ninety per cent of the Lasks
in my ministry had been done
successfully.”

JCD, BCL clash

in Natore

From Our Correspondent

NATORE, Aug 30: At least 25
students were injured today
when the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal JCD) and the Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) activists
clashed at the Abdulpur College
in Lalpur thana of the district.

Four of the critically woun-
ded students have been admi-

tted to the Rajshahi Medical
College Hospital.
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The Midnight File

Lankan envoy to
Pakistan dies

ISLAMABAD, Aug 30: The Shri Lankan High Commissioner
to Pakistan, Dickman De Alwis, died at the age of 51 today afier
a brief iliness, family members said. The ambassador, who had

been in Pakistan for

two years, died at a military hospital at

Rawalpindi, near [slamabad, where he was admitted two

ago, they said. ﬂnbudymuldbeuhtnuﬂm

Wednesday, reports Reuter.

Abiola calls for UN sanctions

WASHINGTON, Aug 30: The

presumed winner of Nigerias

annulled presidential clections called today for UN sanctions to

be imposed on the interim Nigerian

t and sadd he had

pﬂllpﬂﬂﬂd his return home because of fears the country would

be plunged into chaos.

"1 still intend to return, but 've ceased to

give it a time limit. 1| hope to return as soon as possibie,”
Moshood Abiola told a news conference in Washington. "There's

no way | can go back in 'tht situation,” reports AFP

Talks delayed for a day

No sign of accord on
Bosnia in sight

GENEVA, Aug 30: Talks be-
tween the leaders of Bosnia's
warring [actions, set to resume
Monday, were postponed for a
day because Muslim President
Alija [zetbegovic could not arrive
in time, a conference spokes-
man said, reports AP.

Bosnia's Muslim, Croat and
Serb leaders return to the ne-
gotiations with no sign that an
agreement on the three-way
ethnic division of the war-torn
state was in sight.

Mediators Lord Owen of the
European Community and
Thorvald Stoltenberg ol the
United Nations set Monday as
the deadline for accepting their
compromise proposal, which
gives the Muslim-led govern-

Mahathir
From Page | Col B

cralic. After the Soviets replaced
communism with democracy

the West refused to help,
walching from the sidelinc as

the former Soviel states col
lapsed economically, he

charged.

He said the Western powers
wanted Malaysia to remain
backward and unable to com
pete with them. Then they
would be able 1o say Lhat
Malaysians were incapable of
handling independence, and
would administer the country
themselves, he added.

Mahathir also said that ab-
solute individual freedom was
not democracy, but anarchy.

"Freedom should have f{is
Hmits, as absolute freedom will
threaten society,” he said.

"If we do not have restric-
tions on racial politics, racial
tension and riots will occur and
this ts bound to alffect the coun-
try's stability and progress”.

"We have to overcome this
challenge from the developed
countries.”

Slightly more than 50 per
cent of 's 17.6 million
people are native Malays, 40 per
cent are of Chinese descent and
10 per cent of Indian descent.
Racial riots broke out in 19689,
and the government has sought
to prevent a recurrence.
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Natinnal Assembly elections.

ISLAMABAD, Aug 30: More
than 2,000 candidates have
signed up to run for office in
Pakistan's general elections this
October, considered the coun-
try's best chance at free and fair
polls in its 47-year history, re
ports AP.

Khaliq Rehan, an election
commission official, gave that
figure Monday after nomina-
tions for the 217-seat National
Assembly or lawmaking lower
house of parliament had closed.

Pakistan's caretaker gov-
ernment, appointed in July to
oversee elections, has laid down
a code of conduct, vowed to dis-

barons and enlisted the military

to check election viclence.
The caretaker government

qualify loan defaulters and drug

was appointed following the si-
multaneous resignations of
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
and his foe, President Ghulam
Ishaq Khan.

The two mainstream parties
contesting the elections are
former Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto's left-leaning Pakistan
People's Party and Sharif's
Pakistan Muslim League.

A third -alternative is the
Pakistan Islamic Front, a col-
lection of three religious parties,
including the small but well or-
ganized Jamaat-e-Islami,

Nominations for the four
provincial legislatures close
Monday.

The decision to disqualify
Pakistanis linked to the lucra-
tive drug trade apparently

Lender of the Pakistan People's Party (PPP) Benazir Bhutto chats with the Dtstnct and
Sessions Judge in Larkana on Saturday after submitting her nomination papers for the

— AFP photo

Over 2000 to run for Pak polls

stopped Ayub Alridi, a powerful
tribal chief under indictment on
drug charges in the United
States, from running. Officials
said he did not submit his
name beforé¢ nominations
closed.

Alridi, who is wanted for ex-
tradition to the United States,
was elected to the National
Assembly in the 1990 elections.

At least 11 chiefs, or maliks,
in the Khyber tribal agency and
a few more in other ies in
the tribal belt bordering
Afghanistan were barred, a se-
nior government official said.

The official said no formal
charges had been made against
the chiefs and their names had
not been disclosed.

Accord on Palestine
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violence and a daring attempt 1o
coexist with our closest neigh-
bour,” he added.

Today is the Mouled, the
birthday of the
Mohammad (SM). | hope it will
also mark a new birth for the
Palestinians,’ said Bassam Abu
Sharif, a political adviser to PLO
chairman Yasser Arafat.

Opponents of an nt,
also on both sides of the long
conflict, dug in to fight a rear-
guard action and there was
even a death threat made by a
Palestintan guerilla leader
against Arafat.

Palestinian hardliners said
the PLO was abandoning aspi-
rations to an independent state.
Israeli rightwingers said Rabin
was doing quite the opposite—
opening the deor to a hostile
state in the areas they call
Judaca and Samria.

The PLO official said the
draft agreement proposed com-
plete Israeli withdrawal from
Gaza and the West Bank town
ol Jericho,

According to details made
available in Israel, the agree-
ment also proposes "early em-
powerment” —giving the
Palestinians limited authority in
other parts of the West Bank
immediately.

Both strands of the agree-
ment could take effect within

weeks {f Israel and the
Palestinians sign it in
Washington.

The agreement is a [rame-
work on the general principles
of the interim settlement. It
deals with the transfer of
to an elected Palestinian au-
thority in all Palestinians occu-
pled territories... and includes a
complete Israell withdrawal
from the Gaza Strip and the
West Bank area of Jericho”, said
the PLO official, who asked not
to be named.

Palestirdan sources said the
package had been worked out
in secret contacts between PLO

Prophet ,

executive committee members
and Isracli'government officials.
The agreement would be the
most comprehensive Israel has
ever signed with representatives
ol the Palestinian people.
Isracli recognition of the
PLO, a step successive Israeli
government have refused to

take, would also take the
Middle East talks onto a
plane imaginable when

the tdlks opened to fanfares in
Madrid in 1991. But it is also a
major gamble for Arafat, under
pressure for the past two
months from Palestinians who
say he is giving away too much
in the scramble to reach a deal
with the Israelis.

In a statement on Monday
radical Palestinian guerilla
leader Ahmed Jibril threatened
Arafat with assassination.

"We are sure the vanguard of
our people inside (the occupied

territories) and outside in the
Diaspora will not allow this

conspiracy to pass,” Jabril
added,.
“The plan I8 a catastrophe

for the Palestinian penplc and
generating of Muslims,” said
Abdul Aziz al-Rantisi, a leader
of the Islamic resistance move-

ment Hamas and one of nearly
400 Palestinian deportees
trapped in Lebanon.

"We want the liberation of
the whole of Palestine, not just
part of it,” said Souheil Natour,
spokesman for the Damascus-
based radical wing of the
Democratic Front for the libera-

Sirajgan) flood
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of the Jamuna.

According to district admin-
istration today, low lying arcas
in the 12 villages were ed
due to onrush of water from

P e Juciing i Nagarbari

was [lowing 25 cm over danger

mark at 9 this morning but

fiowing 4 cm below danger level
at Hardinge Bridge point.

ment 31 per cent of Bosnia.

But because Izetbegovic's
difficult transport arrangements
from the besieged Boanian capi-
tal of Sarajevo, the talks were
postponed for Tuesday at 10
am (0800 GMT), the spokesman
John Mills said.

ARP adds: lzetbegovic be-
lieves that Geneva plans for &
settiernent to the Bosntan con-
flict are worse than war,' the
French Defence Minister said
today after meeting the Bosnian

r.

Francois Leotard quoted
Izetbegovic as saying "the pro-
posal (to split Bosnia-

Herzegovina into three ethnic
mini-states) is worse than the

war.”

He said he found the
President very pessimistic abowut
the Geneva talks due o resume
LOMOTTOW.

Big blaze in
city factory

By Staff Correspondent

A fire broke out at a chemd-
cal-cum-cosmetics industry at
Swamibag in the city early yes-
terday morning destroying
property estimated at Tk 20
lakh.

However, the Fire Serviee
said the extent of da was
subject to investigation. fire’
started from an electric short-
circuit on the third floor of the
four-storfed butlding of thé
Pabna Homoeo Chemical
Rescarch Laboratory at about

747 am yesterday.
Miladunnabi
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the city.

On this day 1423 years ago,
Prophet Hazrat Muhammad (S)
was born on the desert of Arab
peninsula with divine guidings
to preach Islam. Muhammad,
this noble name has been on
the lips of countless millions of
men since then. His demise was
also on the same date.

In a message on the eve of
Miladunnabi, President Abdur
Rahman mahucl]l:dﬁ'

building a hap prosper-

| ous Bnnghdﬂﬁybdng imbued

with the spirit of ter unity

and brotherhood, teachings
of the holy eccasion.

Describing Prophet (S) as the

greatest man of all times, the
President also called for prac-
tising his ideals in our individ-
ual, social and public life to at-
tain salvation in the world and
the world hereafter.

In a separate message,
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia made a call for all to serve
the nation and the people unit-
edly imbibing the and
ideals of Prophet (S).

"The Quran is the basis of
the code of life the Prophet
wanted to establish,” said the
Prime Minister in the message.

Awami League President and
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina fe-
licitated Muslims all over the
world on the occasion.

In a message, Hasina said
the Prophet preached the mes-
sage ol peace, truth, justice,
forgiveness, social justice and
equal rights for humanity.

The day has been declared
public holiday.

Radio and television will put
up special programmes high-
lighting the significance of the
day. National dailies will bring
out special supplements.

Mirpur Sec-14
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groups, went to the DESA office
demanding restoration of r
supply. "The DESA people did
not like the way we placed our
demand and began calling us
names,” they said. They added
that the DESA employees even
locked up nine demonstrators

and beat them up.

Handing them before to the
police, DESA also filed cases
against them under the Anti-
Terrorist Act.

Following the incident, the
local DESA employees, have
been afraid to go out of their of-
fice to change the damaged

transformer,
A local person of influence,

meanwhile, contacted the DESA
authority to defuse the tension.



