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IFestival of the
Prophet’s Birth

Today the 12th of Rabiul Awal is a very special
day for close: on to a quarter of humanity. In fact,
this is a specially significant day for all mankind
over the last fourteen centuries. For the birth and
the works of Muhammad(SM), the Messenger of
Allah, forms an unmistakable watershed in world
history. But for the rise of the Islamic civilisation,
pivoted by Prophet Muhammad's (SM) social and

| revolution during the opening years of
the seventh century, there wouldn't have been any
European Renaissance and no advent of the mod-
ern times.

What wouilld be our best thoughts on the occa-
sion of the birth festival of the Prophet of Islam? He

nted the resurgence of a le into a most

nat ion to begin with and then a co
nations lighting up the dark medieval times in
Europe and in India. And what we represent in

present-day Bangladesh although most of us pride
ourselves as his followers? Although Tauheed
— the unity of the godhead — was an ideological
breakthrougth for the polytheistic and idolatrous
tribes loosely called Arabs more because of their

uistic aflinity, the Prophet shaped his cultural

‘material revolution par excellence with the very
best in the native Arab traditions — cementing so
wonderfully the sundering gaps between tribes of
conflicting men. ‘

Pursuit of peace and fairness and of knowledge
and tolerance — the hallmark of the Prophet’s life—
is not some thing that distinguishes either our soci-
ety or the various kinds of its leaderships. Prophet
Muhammad(SM) will be truly remembered and
honoured {f we back to these universal veri-
ties so dearly championed by him and the religion

he pr;aclil;’d tnﬁ.l;. B :
Althougl religious fundamentalism is poppi
its head inn many a spot of the world. Islg?n mng

the Musliims have only to be harmed by this.
The genocide of the Bosnian Muslims already
has taken a toll of close to 200 thousand lives —
going on perhaps without even disturbing a single

t's sleep of the bigots. The Bosnian inlerno has
left 2 deep dent on the concept of the Islamic
Ummah, that will take decades to heal. True
regeneration of the nations bclonng to the
Ummah in their own national terms would hasten
the pirocess.

¢ life and work and the teachings of God's
Messenger is all before us all — not only Muslims
as such but of all other denominations too — to
know and marvel at and to follow and sing in

praise.
Balagal ula be-kamalehti
Kashafadduja be-jamalehi
Hasanat jaméye khesalehi
Sallealaihe walehi.

Challenges for a
New Party

Judging by the broad outline of the Gano Forum
(GF), announced by its founder-president,
Dr KkKamal Hossain on Sunday and an impre-

broad-based attendance at the three-day

ational Grand C ntio H\l C) ich gave
£ & ,ﬂ . : n: the
.‘m ﬁmnmemlmdeh is

assured of a cautious welcome throughout the
cou . It will be cautious, perhaps even reserved,
for a long time to come, until GF demonstrates
its credibility, its eflectiveness as an organisa-
tion, especially in reaching the grassroots level
and shows some success in carrying out the
programme offered to the country during the con-
vention.

In this respect. much is going in favour of the
new party. It has focused on the widely-held belief
in the country that the system—political. economic
and social—is far from working well more than two
years after the restoration of parliamentary democ-

in the country, a failure for which one would
blame, as the GF President has done, the two ma-
or political parties, the ruling Bangladesh
ationalist Party &EN‘P} and the opposition AL. By
indulging in rmutual recriminations, personal at-
t'acks and creating new divisive issues, the two
prarties have moved further and further away from
e ven from the possibility of creating some kind of a
national consensus on problems facing the coun-
trtr It is this need for a national consensus on
w.hole set of issues ranging from ending the cam-
a corruption free society,
th.at had been pleaded for by thi:fapcr ain and
again, right from {ts inception, and which has now
emerged as a plank in the programme of the new

party.

%cthcr leaders of GF, especially Hossain, had
other ways of promoting the national consensus
without run the risk of dividing the secularist,
ﬂmubcratlun and democratic forces, the risk that

as not disappeared, remains a matter of specula-
tion and analysis by political observers. What is
more important, the GF has chalked out a course
of action. Let it get on with it.

In this course of action, it is much less impor-
tant for GF to prepare for the next parliamentary
election or even to contest any by-election than to
create an awareness of development issues at the
gaaarmts level, as Prof Mohammad Yunus of the

rameen Bank did so well on the opening day of
the NGC. This cannot be done through rhetoric
and endless criticisms of the government and the
opposition but by formulating and publishing

comprehensive position papers on such issues as
sty
and w

ptis violence to creat

lan . rural poverty, urban employment

-de incentives to the private sector. In
the end, the new organisation should not only go
for its own socio-economic agenda but also win
over a constituency of its own rather than through
defections from other parties out of the impover-
ished rural population and the marginalised pro-
fessional classes at the urban centres, In the end.
this should be an important part of the contribu-
tion of the GF to creating a new political culture

in Bangladesh.
How the major parties, especially BNP and AL,
view the emergence of the Forum remain to be
ling party to see

;e:r:n. It wﬂlhbl;ga ;fmakf for the ru
as somet a political bonus, produced
might regard as a disarray in AL, while tgye

what it
opposition could make a serious mistake by dis-

m.lsunﬁ it as a betrayal by some dissidents of the
party. Whatever may happen later—here, we take a

cautious view of the prospects of GF—our major

rties should see the development in a positive
ight. They should also accept the new party as a
new player on the political scene, rather than as a
third force, and take steps to set their own houses

In order, a task they must undertake not for thef
survival but for thg:uunm as a whole. o
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HE Prophet Muhammad
I (S M) introduced revolu

tionary reforms, as
taught in the Quran which was
| revealed to the
which were to be established.
Pre-lslamic Arabian was
ignorant, full of bigotry, had
many undesirable customs and
traditions, such as no
status for women, female
infanticide, lack of tolerance
and mutual understanding,
constant family and tribal
quarrels and tensions culminat-
ing in murder. The aims of the
Prophet's reforms were to elimi-
nate all these vices and 10 In:

I culeate better human feelings

and ethical and moral values.
The Prophet's basic reforms

were are not confined to
any particular Or a par-
ticular period, his broad and

fundamental reforms are as ap-
plicable today to a modern soci-
ety as there were to a 7th cen-
tury decadent Arab society. As a
reputed Western scholar, com-
menting on the Prophet's far-
reaching reforms, said:

The Prophet brwﬁht A revo-
lution in Arablan Ife, a refor-
mation that sought to purify
and redefine its way ol life.
False, superstitious practices
such as polythelsm and idolatry
were suppressed. As beliels
were viewed as the worst forms
ratitude or unbelief (Kufr),
for they contradicted and de-
nied the unity or onenecss
(Tawhid) of God. Association
(shirk) of anything with Allah
was denounced as the worst of
sins, idolatry. For Muhammad
(S.M) the majority of Arabs lived
in ignorance of Allah
and His will as revealed to the
Prophets Adam, Abralkam,
Moses and Jesus. Morcover, he
believed that both the Jewish
and the Christian communities
had distorted God's original
revelation to Moses and later to

Prophet, and

THE PROPHET OF ISLAM

Muhammad (S M) the Greatest Reformer

by G W Choudhury

Jesus. Thus, Islam brought a
reformation : it was the call once
again to total submission
(Islam) to Allah and the imple-
mentation of His will as re-
vealed in itss complete form one
final tme 1 Muhammad [S.M.)
the last, or ‘seal eof the
Prophets. T1us. for Muhammad
IS.M.] Islevmi was not a new
faith, but the restoration of the
true [afth (I man) a that
required the: reformation of an
Ignorant deviant soclety

Repentance . or the heeding of
God's warni ng, required turning
away from 1.he path of unbelief
and taming toward or returmning
to the strajjtht path (Sharia) or
law of God. Thils conversion re

quired both iIndividual and
group submiission 10 God

Muslims weie not only indtvid

uals but al'w» a community or
brotherhood or believers. They
were bound bw a common faith
and commit lixd to the creation

of a socially fiist society through
the impleme n tation of God's will

— the estab lishment of the rule
of the kingd om of God on earth.

The lnd:ividui‘

The Prophet Mwhammad
(S.M.) in his varipus scrmons,
discussions. and lalks with in
dividuals arw groups, as well as
larger gatkerings, stressed Lhe
fact thet @ human being is diy
tinguished from the rest of
@od's crealfjons because Allah,
after crealing him, gave His
spirit only to the human being.
God 'breathed My own spirt’
into man (15:29, 38:72). The
@Quran clearly states that ev
eryman and woman individually
and every people collectively are

HE eflorts by Greek Or-
thodox Church to ext-
end its influence in the
Balkans has soured Greece's
relations with its poor and weak
ur, Albania.

Since the collapse of
Albania’s hard-line communism
three years ago, the Orthodox
Church has moved in to revive
the once-repressed faith of the
approximately 200,000 ethnic
Greeks living in the southern
part of the country. But the
government in Tirana sees it
differently.

In the Albanian view, na-
tionalist elements in Greece are
out to ultimately annex
Southern Albania, which the
Greeks call Northern Epiros as
many consider it an extension
of the northwestern Greek
province ol Epires.

The Greek Orthodox Church,
a traditional bulwark of right-
wing nationalism, has made no
secret of its desire to boost the
identity of Albania's ethnic
Greek minority.

The simmering fension burst
into the open in late June when
Albanian police in the largely
ethnic Greek city of Gjirokaster
expelled a Greek arch-priest
who was assigned to the district
wo years ago, on the grounds
that he was allegedly connected
to "Greek chauvinist circles.”
Some clergy are believed to be
working with Greece's intelli-
gence services, according to
diplomatic sources in Athens.

The expulsion triggered e
mass reprisal, as Greek police
rounded up thousands of
Albanians who over the past
two years had entered Greece {l-
legally, to escape poverty at
home. In a matter of days at
least 10,000 had been bused
back to the Albanian border,
while the Greek government
said {ts target is to eventually
expel the approximately
150,000 Albanians in Greece
without a stay permit.

The Greek public has gen-
erally applauded the mass ex-
pulsions. In the past year,

-stricken Albanians have

n held responsible for a rise
in crime throughout Greece.
Labour unifons have protested
the employment of Albanian
workers at very low wages, un-
dercutting the local labour
market at a time of growing un-
employment.

In words not heard since the
iciest days of the Cold War,
Athens has accused Tirana of

US diplomats resign
on the Bosnian
issue

Sir, Four courageous US
diplomats decaling with the
Bosnian holocaust have rc-
signed from their ts in the
State De t dissenting on
the US policy. President Clinton
soon after the assumption of his
office was very much Inclined
for a limited intervention to stop
the genocide and fighting in
Bosnia. Secretary of State
Warren Christopher undertook
several journeys to Europe to
obtain the support of the
European allles. But the re-
sponse of the Europeans was
not only negative, but brutal
and inhuman. An unarmed
Bosnia was pitted against heav-
ily armed. Serbs, who were de-
termined to annihilate an inde-
pendent state, which was a
.member of the United Nations.
The United Nations dragged its
feet, and the aggrandizement
and killing of an entire people
continued.

The USA and the UN reacted
very fast when Iraq occupied

Kuwail, and the Iraqis are being

alone responsible for what they
do. The human being must
protect himsell against the
harmiul and evil consequences
ol his conduct. 'When a man or
society is fully conscious of this
while conducting himself or {t-
sell. he or il has true Tagwa' —
which has been translated as
conscienoe . Conscience Is, ac-
cording to Fazlur Rahman,
central o Islam’. God has not
crealed man or the universe
purposelcssly: We have not cre-
ated the heaven or the universe
and what is between them pur-
poselessly (38 37) but with a
purpose “The purpose is service
ol Allah e the implementation
of the divine imperative for
man, for this service for the
beneflit of mankind, not for
God's. As the Quran puls it
‘Whatever good a person eams
is for his own benefit and what-
ever evil he ecarns is only
against himsell

The Prophet preached con-
sistently that the Qumn taught
the eguality of af human be-
ings, (irrespective ol race,
colour, sex, religion or lan-
guage, at a tUme when universal
brotherhood and equality were
not the rules of the day. The
contemporary world s emphasis
on equality and human rights
was clearly laid down in the
Quran fourteen centuries ago
and praclised by the Prophet
himsell. In order to establish a
just and [air socio-economic
and political order the Quran

repeatedly enjoins us to
‘command good and forbid
evil

Muslims assert thalt the

Quranic message is eternal and
universal. The Quran is in-
tended o guide' or show the
way K& as the word hidayat im-
phes, to those cherished values
and ideals without which hu-
man life is not worth lving.
Human beings, as the highest
creatures of God, have, or at
least should strive jor, certain
higher and nobler values and
ideals. What are these basic
values and ideals and how does:
Quran teach us to be the to
torchbearer of these ideals.
They include, among others:

1. The quality, dignity and
brotherhood of man.

2  The value of universal edu-
cation, with an emphasis on
the spirit of free enquiry
and the importance of sct
entffic knouldedge.

3. The principle of religious

4. The liberation of woman
and her spiritual equality

!

and
of all kinds.
6 The dignity of manual
labour.

language.

8 The principle of justice as
. the foundation of soclety.

The Quranic message puls
all its stress not on the rituals
but on the spirft of true religion
Surah Fatthah, with which
Muslims are required to begin
their prayers five times a day —
onc of the fundamental cle-

. to seek
the ‘Straight Path’, God will
surely guide man to the true
path. Once man really knows
the ‘Straight Path’ there is no
reason why man will not be able
to attain those higher ideals
and objectives of the Quranic
message. This is the secret of
the success of the Quranic
message and this is what
makes the message universal
eternal

Surah Fatthah is regarded as
the short Quran'. It contains all
the essential points of the reve.
lation which are elaborated
clsewhere. The Prophet elabo
rated and explained the mean-
ing and significance of the
‘Straight Path’. Now what is the
‘Straight Path' that Muslims
seek from Allah? The Quran
emphasises the concept of the
Straight Path’ (1:5) which, in
the very nature of the case. de
notes the shortest and most di-
rect path. This has been defined
as the pursuit of the law ol the
ideal human nature [(30:30)
which bears the g':;? of the im
pact of what God calls His spirit
(ruh) (32:9). The path of religion
consists, therefore, not in mys
terfous dogmas and magical
rites but in the fulfillment of
human destiny in accordance
with the demands of the ideal
human nature and human sta
tus as the vicegerent of God
(which God has bestowed on

Religious Rivalry Risks Balkan Balance

John Carr writes from Athens

The collapse of communism in eastern Europe has made way for a religious revival. The
Greek Orthodox Church has been extending its influence in the Balkans, especially target-
ing Albania's ethnic Greek minority. This has soured Greece's relations with the
government in Tirana. There is talk, of creating an “"Orthodox Axis" that would united

Greece, Serbia, southern Albania and Bulgaria.
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Majority religion

trampling on the human rights
of its ethnic Greek minority.
Albania retorts that nationalist
circles in Greece are out to
eventually gain control of
southern Albania, and blames
the Greek Orthodox Church for
fomenting “anti-Albanian hys-
teria.”

The church's practice of ap-
pointing clergy from Greece to
fill posts in the Albanian

Orthodox Church is particularly
galling to the Albanian govern-
ment.which sees it as blatant

= —— — — - -

punished continuously. The
Serbs continue to be in occupa-
tion of Bosnia, and peace efforts
are now being made to legalise
the occupation of the Serbs.
This would prove to be a total
moral defeat for the USA and
the UN Sir Winston Churchill
had said, "The only true guide
in lie is to do what is right".

Shahabuddin Mahtab
Siddeswart Road, Dhaka.

“Roads on Rent:
What Else?”

Sir, This mormning [August
29, 1993] while | was coming to
office passing through Manik
Miah Avenue | was terribly
shocked to see the construction
of a political party’s meeling
pandal over a very important
road connecting the Airport and
the Mirpur roads. In fact, | need
lo pass Lhrough this link road

uite number of Limes every

ay. For the last couple of days
my disgust and annoyance
against the builders of the con-
struction was rapidly accelerat-
ing each Ume | passed the critf
cal juncture. This morning

Frontiers of faith
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Greek intervention. Before ex-
pelling the Greek priest from
Gjirokaster, the ernment
had refused to allow three
Greck bishops into the country
to inaugurate a new church.
The Greek church defends
its attempted control of ‘the
Albanian church by citing al-
leged expansionist plans by the
Vatican and Islam, both of
which also have strong pres-
ences in Albania. One leading
bishop, in a recent article in a
national newspaper, argued for

when my reaction was very high

as the area was looking like
somebody’s paternal property, |
was wondering if there was
anybody in the country to op-

pose this irrational develop-

ment. The moment | entered my
office and had a glance over The
Daily Star | was extremely de-
lighted to see the post-editorial
on 'ROADS ON RENT: WHAT
ELSE" by Mr Mahfuz Anam.
Again rays of hope found its
way into my heart. There are
still people who not only
waltches the wrong-doings of in-
dividuals and /or organisations,
however mighty he or they may
be but also protests with in-
domitable courage. | must con-

gratulate Mr Anam for his bold,
constructive and very timely
words lowards both the gov-
ernment and the opposition.
Whether the concerned parties
listen to the suggestion or not
the necessary cautions required
to be vibrated, projected very
well on time. Let the politicians
decide their next course of ac:
tion.

As citizen | do not hesitate
to reiterate thal there is no al-
ternative 1o good government
who are truly accountable and

the creation of what he called
an "Orthodox Axis® that would
unite the flocks of Greece,
Serbia, southern Albania and
Bulgaria. and also have political
clout.

Of the 800,000 Albanians
professing the Orthodox faith
(about one-quarter of the popu-
lation), just 200,000 are ethnic
Grecks. The minority arc the
descendants of northern Greeks
who have lived in the region
since ancient times.

When the Ottoman Empire
broke up in the early years of
i.hiluﬁtzry like otherpopu -
tion enclaves they found thein-
sclives on the wrong side of artl-
fictally-frontiers. More than four
decades of Stalinist rule in
Albania alfter World War Two,
with its political and cultural
repression, fafled to extinguish
the ethnic Greeks' sense of
identity.

in the present wave of ethnic
sweeping the Balkans, Greece is
unlikely to cease its support
the ethnic Greek minority. Over
the past two years tensions
have soared with the neighbour-
ing former Yugoslav republic o
Macedonia, largely over emo-
tional nationalist issues.

The Greek Orthodox Church
is unlikely to give up its practice
of directly appointing Albania’s
Orthodox clergy from Athens.
One reason cited is the alleged

" inexperience of the Albanian

church, which along with other
faiths was virtually exting-
uished under communism.

Last year the Greek media
gave prominence to the revival
of religious services in Albania,
with scenes of crowded ch-
urches and aged priests who
were allowed o don their sacer-
dotal robes for the first time in
almost half a century. The
Istanbul-based Ecumenical Ort-
hodox Patriarchate of Consta-
ntinople appointed the first
Archbishop of Albania since
1937, Anastasios Yannoulatos.

respectiul to the people of the
country. | take the opportunity
to urge all concerned to make
the concept of good government
a reality in the stead of mere
tall talks that we have been

hearing since 1947,
A Gajwr
Dhaka

Bangladeshi
protocol

Sir, From time to time when
we walch on our BTV the scene
of different newly appointed
Ambassadors/High
Commissioners in Bangladesh
presenting their credentials to
our President at Bangabhaban,
the repetition of one and old
manner and style of our proto-
col look artifictal and funny.

Can’t our Ministry of Fo
Aflairs do away with the .l:'ﬁl:l
cial formalities and extend
Bangladesh! hospitality and
protocol to the foreign diplo-
mats?

0O H Kabir
Dhaka | 203

d" .

says he feels, the hot breath of
persecution drawing near

When he tried to personally in-
lercede with the Albanian police
to halt the expulsion of the
priest from Gfirokaster, he says
that a policeman turned on him
with the words, “it will be your
turn next.”

Understandably, he feels, he
is called upon to calm hard feel-
ings on both sides. °| believe the
whole issue arose out of a mis-
understanding.” says Archbi-
shap Anastasios. The Ecume-
nical Patriarchate (iiself,
spiritual fountainhead of 200
millilon Orthodox around the
world, traditionally shunning
nationalist passions, hii~ re-
mained sileni

Political factors m... ... line
up Gireece agaii sl Ils poor
northwestern neighbour. Gree-
ce, lafgely through Orthodox
Church influence, has displayed
sympathy towards Serbia in the
Bosnian conflict. Albania,

manj Thal necessitates in its

turn., constan! cxercise n re-

spect of

I Acguisition of control of the
higher self over the lower
self. which always forms
the greatest obstacle in the
pursult of all idealistic
yearnings — I‘-ph"‘ll'l-l-ﬂ-
moral, intellectual social
and aesthetic — in order ©
bulld up hasman
in harmony with the de
mands of ideal human na
fure.

2 Understanding human per
sonality, nature and history
in order to pursue harmony
b harman society.

3. Efforts in service to and e

society for the proc
Eimﬂuhﬁ:m of har

the basis of all existence.
the source of all excellence
and the fountainhead of all
virtues. thereby to establish
harmony with Him. which
alone bestows the capability
to achieve human destiny

The Prophet's basic reforms
in the field of education, science
and technology were immense.
Here we conclude by quoting a

comment on the Prophet's basic
reforms by a Western scholar

He (Muhammad) created a new
social system of social security
and a new family structure,
both of which were a vast Im-

ment on that which went

before ... he established a relf-
gious and social framework of
the life of many races of men

The author is a visiting pro-
fessor of Columbla Universily.
New York

anxious about Its own ethnfe
elements In the province ol
Kosova, is at odds with Serbin
Tirana recently signed a de
fence cooperation with Greece's
arch-foe Turkey. which in tum
Is accused of stirring up Irre-

dentist leeling among the
120,000 Turkish speaking Mus-
lims Iin northeastern Greece,

This jigsaw has Lriggered lears
in Athens thal Turkcy may be
alming to set up an "lslamie
crescent” in the Halkans, o
include the | 6§ milllon Muslims
of Albania, 1o isolate Greece
diplomatically

Albanian President Sali
Berisha, in his eflort to keep his
diverse religious clements lo-
gether, appears unwilling o
b tension with Greece to the
breaking point. Though he has
blamed the Greek government
lor “demagoguery” on the mi-
nority issue, he said "1t would .
be a mistake to blame the
(Orthodox) church.®

But as long as the Greck
church believes iL has a sacmed
mission to fulfil among the
thousands who have been de-
prived of it, and remains suspi-
cious of the Catholics and
Muslims, the religious cold war
between Athens and Tirana is
unlikely to end soon. — GEMINI
NEWS

JOHN CARR is a [reelance
writer specialising In ancient
and modern Hellenic affairs.

Mr Kuldip Nayar's article
*Four Decades after Indepen-
dence: Where do People Tumn
to?” Which appeared in The
Daily Star of 25 August re-
counts most tellingly the feel-
ings of many who have lived

the entire period of his-
tory .It would appear that the
violent upsurge of religious fun-
damentalism and communal
and sectarian madness which
have cost so many lives in re-
cent years threaten to tear
apart the age-old social and cul-
tural [abric of our South Asian
sub-continent and destroy all
the human values that we hold
dear. Only an objective under-
standing of history could help
us in withstanding this threat.

We believe that despite polit-
ical divisions of 1947 and 1971
the people of the Indian sub-
continent now called South Asia
do share an indivisible cultural
heritage. This heritage is the
product of over thousand years
of historical development. It is
the outcome of a long and con-
tinuing process of intermingling
of Indigenous and external ele-
ments. These elements have be-
come [nseparable from each
other and have contributed to
the making of our composite
cultural tradition, Vested inter-
ests, both Indigenous and for-
eign, have from the time Lo time
sought to destroy this unique
tradition by sowing sceds of
discord and conllict which have
led to communal and sectarian

violence bringing untold misery
and suflfering to the common

people. There is a growing real-
izatton among all sections of
people, particularly the intellec-
tuals, that no r problem of
any country of sub-conti-
nent could be solved unilater:
ally, or by confrontation and
conflict; that only through
peaceful means, through mu
tual understanding and cooper
ation, all sources of discord
could be removed.

History tells us that until the
advent of British colonial rule,

\n-l:-nu'nunn} antagonism and vio-

| Where do People Turn to?

A F Salahuddin Ahmed

lence, as we have known in oyr
time, virtually did not exits.
Relations between different re-
llr':l)rm:lI unde

on r standing and
harmony. After the initial period
of confrontation and conflict
was over, the communities had
learned from experience to live
in peace. Political antagonism
Or War the ruling circles
did not affect the common peo-
ple. The people of the sub-con-
tinent whether they are citizens
of India, Pakistan, esh
or Sri Lanka, are tired of pro-
longed tension and conflict that
have been raging in many parts
of the region. They now want to
live in peace which is essential
for development and progress.

Continuing tension in the
sub-continent has led to arms
build-up on an unprecedented
scale. Each state is ind in
reckless military expenditure,
This tends to weaken civil ad-
ministration, the foundation of
democratic government, and
has, in some cases, led to
"militarization of the state®. This
could, as some social scientists
have warned us, bring forth a
nightmarish state of affairs
such as “the brutalization of
government and dehumaniza-
tion of society”™. We must
against such development at
any cost. Therefore, the impera-
tive need of the moment is to
launch a massive movement for
promoting peace, understand-
ing and friendship In South
Asia.

As a first step it may be sug-
gested that the intellectuals and
also representatives of people
belonging to different profes-
sions of India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and
Nepal, should form a Union or
Committee to further this ob.
jective. We must act now before
it is Loo late.

The writer is a former
Professor of History, Dhaka Uni-
versity, and currenty Chatrman,
United Nations Association of
Bangladesh




