The Bily Star

Dhaka, . 30, 1993
Wonday. August

Lesson:s from Pakistan

In a bold and [ ar reaching move, the government
of Pakistan has d ecreed, that unless candidates to
the fort election in Pakistan clear their
overdue bank lo: ans, they will not be allowed to
cantest. In this « Connection, the government has
authorised the Pakistan Banking Council to
publish the name s of all those whose outstanding
loans amount to R s 1 million (US $33,300) or more.

While a questio n remains to whether or not
such a sweeping di sclosure violates the bank-client
relationship of con fidentiality, yet the move must
have received a g eneral reaction of welcome in
Pakistan. This has to be so because, in the recent
past, banks in Paki stan have not been allowed to

te on professio n«il lines, and had come under
undue political pressiure and interference,

The disclosure of the names of loan defaulters
has rocked the Pakiistani political scene. On the
face of it, the move may appear to have been di-
rected at the Pakist an People's Party, especially

the Bhutto {.amily. Benazir, her husband,
‘Zardari, and her mother Nusrat, have all been
named as having huige outstanding bank loans.
Benazir, one of the t op contenders for the Prime
Minister's post, took the loan for her party paper
Mussawat. It was not a personal business loan,
which save, her from b lemish, somewhat.

Much to the relief of the other contender’s camp,
Nawaz Sharif was fourid to be clear on this score.
However, his brother ¢éind some other members of
his cabinet have been tincluded in the list. So, while
Benazir may try to give: a political overtone to the
list as disclosed. deepe:r scrutiny will reveal that
there was perhaps no suich motive.

We in Bangladesh finid the move in Pakistan to
be a lesson worth learning from. In our own cgun-
try there have been serious instances of bank lians
not being repaid, and the defaulters getting away
without recetving any puriishment. The basic ques-
tion is of accountability — - both financial and politi-
cal. Normally, banks can handle their clients, even
the delinquent ones. Prob)lems begin when the po-
litical powers of the day start interfering with the
banking process. The resiult is something we are
familiar with.

Good governance neces sitates that our politici-
ans must be above board regiarding all questions of mo-
ney and use of power. In this regard when the au-
tocratic government was toppled, all the three alli-
ances gave a pledge that when they go to power, they
will take some effective steps to prevent their politi-
cians from making money on the job. One such
step to which all political parties, including the
BNP, pledged, was to publiccly declare, at the time
of assumption of office, the assets and liabilities of

all those who will occupy ministerial posts. This
declaration was to be comp:iared with a second as-
sessment, when the term wouuld end. This measure
is one of many that BNP government was pledge-
bound to institute. We would like to know why this

measure was not followed through, and what, if
any, are the governmerit's tho
. The example set by Pakistan is worthy of emula-
tion. We can perhaps already make it known that
any aspirants to elective poests will have to have a
‘clean bill of health' from the banks they do busi-
ness with. Can we expect our major political parties
to pledge that they will not give important party
posts to loan defaulters, and those who already oc-
cupy such posts. run the risk of losing them unless
they clean up their financial act.
People are crying out for measures that will lead
to good and clean government. Will we have the
good sense to take them?

Roaring Private Practice

for Educators

The Kishoreganj correspondent of The Daily Star
must have thought he was going to make a revela-
tion when he sent in the despatch titled ‘Private
Tuition Now a Commercial Practice’' and published
in his journal on Sunday. What did his colleagues
on the news desk of the daily think when of
it a double column prominent news of the day?

The news from Kishpreganj, in summary, is as
follows: In the town as well as all the 12 thanas of
the district primary, secondary and college teachers
do not apply themselves wholly while in the class
room. All the students as such need badly to hire
those same teachers outside of the schools to make
the class lessons complete. The well-off guardians
have the choicest pick of such teachers and this
adds both to their status as elite and to the success
of their progeny in the exams. Science teachers are
in such demand that they tutor the pupils by
batches. Teachers of English and accountancy also
coach by batches. All students taking practical ex-
ams in subjects like chemistry, physics, biology etc
must, at pain of miserable showing, engage those
taking the respective classes.

In Kishoreganj, the correspondent assures us, all
these errant teachers are paid ‘'handsomely’. We are
convinced that the Kishoreganj-datelined story
could be used as a report on the pedagogical situa-
tion in Dhaka without changing a word. The report
would of course be more objective if it were quali-
fied that the situation in the capital city was worse
a hundred times over. And here this is such a fa-
miliar day-to-day fact of life that no one sees any-
thing wrong in it.

Private tutoring by droves and coaching centres
running more as dens minting money — are two
products of the recent innovations in school tea-
ching and educational administration. The whole
thing has been stood on its head — the millennia-
old pyramid of quality with the best making the
apex and the mediocre forming the bulging body
with the bottom touching the ground of unsuccessfuls at
its broadest spread — has for the first time in the history
of mankind been forced into a complete inversion.
The teachers’ sweatshops and the students' coa-
ching dens and the educational dispensation of the
state have combined to make education yield hefty
benefits to all three. At whose cost ? Precisely at the
cost of the nation’s future, at the cost of our whole
posterity. How will our generations yet to come face
a world of tough competition after the nation has
been swept clean by these quarters of knowledge
and skill, imagination and intellectual quality?

ughts en this subject. !

On into the Season of Floods : Is FAP Getting into a Flap?

AVING been around the

world a little bit, | would

say that people mostly
conside v that they have no more
than four seasons in a year —
winter, spring, summer and
autumn — well, may be you
would prefer a different order of
preced ence. Some people think
that they have as few as only
two seiasons in the year — just
wet and dry. We, in this
country, boast ol as many as
six secasons Iin a year —
grish’s ha (summer, dry) barsha
(rainy, wet) sharat (pre-au-
tumn?) hemanta ([autumn) sheet
(winter] and basanta (spring).
Of all 'the six, sharat looks like a
season exclusive to this region.
| am not sure if it should be
called pre-autumn or post-rainy
season. According to the calen-
dar, sharat's lasts two
monthis, begi the first day

of bhiaadra. This year, the day

fell on August '16. So, we are
just i1to the season. .

First, about the flower she-
fali or, shewly, as 1t is also
called, Many traditionalists
consider this [lower the
harbinger of the new season.
The plant bearing the flower
lives. for years — rising to
medium-height. It's rather a
small flower, white petals
growing round a deep-orange
stem. The t comes out in a
profusion of flowers, each one of
them standing separate in its
niche from the others. Coming
to full bloom in the evening, all
the flowers combine to walfl
through air their sweet, light
scent around during the night.
Alas, the flowers live for a short

" while only. Nearly all of them

would drop before the night is
over and in the morning, you
can hardly see the ground un-

der the tree for layer upon layer
of Mowers. Next evening, fresh

buds would blossom — so on,
well into autumn. Incidentally.
the flower has an economic use
too. Even now, many house-
wives dry the stems of the
flower for later use as a fragrant
colouring substance for food
items — as a poor man's saflron
really!

Vast fields of shapla, our
nationa) flower, would bloom on
the wide expanses of water on
the wet-lands brought about by
the rains in earlier months.
And, long strands of shapla
stem, tied up into néat round
bundles, the flower peeking out
al one end, would appear on the
city markets — to be consumed
as a vegetable — a relatively

cheap one al that.
Sharat also coincides wilh

perhaps the greatest festival of
the Hindu community in this
region — the Durga Pyja. Some
even call the occasion the shar
odio-utshab — literally, the fes-
tival of the sharat season.
Ideally, sharat should mani
fest itselfl in deep blue sky, as if
the rains of the past months
have washed the canopy clean
of all dirt. The air would seem
purer. The sun’'s rays would cut
a direct path through the atmo-
sphere, make tal, the tough
nuts of our tall palm trees, to
ripen. Not that the clouds
would disappear altogether.
They would come floating by
under a serene blue sky and
drop welcome showers, now
and then. Not the long torrential
downpours of the rainy season.
Once in a while, you would even
enjoy the rare sight of rains
falling while the sun shines in
the upper sky.
Alas, sharat can be capri-

ctous too and bring floods. Of
course, it's possible to blame it
all on monsoon which en
croaches on sharat. Even as |
write this pilece. parts of the
country are in the grip of floods.
Rains come down in torrents, as
#f we are still In the months of
Ashar and Sraban. The devas-
tating floods of 1987 and 1988
make you wary of the onset of
sharat and you also remember
the Flood Action Plan (FAP).
The total cost of FAP had
been estimated initially between
ten and fifteen bilion US dol-
lars! The initial phase will run
into 1995. The World Bank
(WH). Asian Development ank

[ADB), Nations
Development Programme
([UNDP). European Economic
Community (EEC) and eleven
donor countries had pledged

support to FAP. The eleven in-
dividual donor countries are

United

Canada, Denmark, Finland,
France, Germany, Holland,
Japan, Sweden, Switzerland,
UK and the USA. Designed as a
long-term flood control pro-
gramme, FAP is coordinated by
the government and WH. |t
comprises of eleven plan com-
ponents and fifteen supporting
activities. A Flood Plan
Coordination Organisation
(EPCO) has been set up to carry
out studies and supporting ac
tivities, scheduled to be com-
pleted by 1995.
Understandably, FAP is over
whelmingly dependent on the

support ol the donor commu-
nity. However, have ap-
peared in the press of late, sug-
gesting that denors who had
earlicr conlribuled generously
for FAP studies and supporting
activities, are no longer as en-
thusiastic as before (n extend-
ing financial support to the pro-
gramime.

To go by these reports, seri-
ous controversies have now sur-
faced which question the very
foundation as well strategies of
the FAP on grounds of its pos-

sible impact on the environ-
ment, ecology and the society. It
is also being alleged that the
plan lacks people's participa-

tion. The main anxicty of the
critics seems (o concern con-
struction of embankments on
both sides of the major rivers
and other civil engineering
structures under the FAP. They
are saying that the FAP em-
bankment system will cause
serious environmental degrada-
tion, damage the ecology, par-
ticularly inland pisciculture, by
blecking fish migration paths
between the rivers and destroy-
ing fishing grounds. As to social
impact of the FAP, they argue
that the requirement uﬁylnd for
building the chain of embank-
ments will displace people and
fishermen would lose their
livelihood. FAP, sthey claim,
would displace millions of peo-
ple. Who s going to compensate
them and how, they ask. They
insist that the people's consent

must be obtained before their
future is changed irrevocably .
Critics have also
the effectiveness of embank
ments to contain flood waters.
Sudden river shifts, they argue,
will soon make a flop of the em-
bankment system. By way of an
example from the immediate
past, they cite the recent flap
over the embankments near the
Meghna bridge. Experts on the
other side are not visibly im-
pressed this argument.
Conceding that total comtrol of
flood was neither possible nor
desirable, they feel that an em-
bankment system was the only
effective mechanism to mitigate
flood and confine 1t to an opti-
mal level. They also nt out
that the FAP is in pre-feasibility
stage and environmental issues
are being dovetailed into the
action plan. These also
say that FAP is per the
lone instance amon
supportied projects from around
the world where people’s
participation was taking place
These are the days of height-
ened awareness of
environmental fsfues. [t's not
surprising that the whifl of a
suspicion of causing
environmental degradation
could prompt donors 1o shy
away from supporting a - 8
The June 24 resclutfons of the
Euro Parliament, calling
upon the EC member-states to
reconsider their involvement in
the FAP before going for any
major constructions, bear
testimony to that. The recent
visit of a German parlamentary
de also has been linked
to the donor communities’
concern over possible
environmenial degradation in
the country because of the FAP

At stake is the untold ofis-
eries of millions of people and
the colossal loss of resources
caused by recurring floods
Critics of the FAP profess that
they are not against it. What
they want, they say. is a coliec-
tive decision and an acceptable
solution to problems. However,
no viable alternative to the FAP
embankment system for miti-
gating floods has emerged yet
Critics are calling for hasty ac
tion on FAFP te be avoided
Meanwhile, climatologisis are
predicting destructive [loods
and heavier monsocon rains in
the future. This is what they
said at an international work-
shop held in Dhaka last June

All that money needed make
FAP look a bit unreal. Analysts
believe that with the FAP re-
gional studies nearing comple-
tion, the plan was approaching
crossroads when final choices
would have to be made aboul
the strategy for flood mitigation
and water management This
also provides an opportunity to
try for national consensus on a

totally non-political issue.
. .

™ .
URING 1988 [loods,
small flat-bottomed

wooden boats invaded
Dhaka streets. Crawling along
the Motijheel thoroughlfare in a
vin jeep. the t of a boat
scu Among being
pulled by the saddle and han-
dle-bar in knee-deep water
would bring a sense of unreality
at times. Secing last week the
streets of the city getting sub-
merged in water and the rains
coming down in sheets this time
of the year, | would hasten to
acknowledge sharat as the sea-
son of floods too

A Proposed Pacific Rim Summit Worries ASEAN

N his first official visit to

Asia in early July, US

President Bill Clinton
reaffirmmed his country's
commitment to the region by
inviting leaders of Pacific Rim
nations to an informal summit”
in Seattle later this year.

But far from being reassur-
ing, the gesture has made some
South-east Asian countries un-
comfortable, reviving regional
divisions as well as suspicions
about US intentions in the re-

n.

The differences stem from
contrasting strategies for ad-
vancing the political and eco-
nomic interests of the
Association of South-east Asian
Nations (ASEAN) in the post-
Cold War world, where old fa-
miliar r balances seemed
_come unhinged and
: “Jtictions threaten -to
cleave global economy into
rival blocs.

The praposed Seattle summit
coincides with a gathering of
the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC] forum in
the US city and will raise the
15-member grouping to the
head-of-government level. For
the first time, it will also bring
together a large number of Asia-
Pacific leader.

By upgrading the Seattle
meeting to a summit, political
analysts say Clinton is hoping
to use the four-year-old APEC
as the basis for his vision of an
integrated Asia-Pacific economic
community.

But he has also revived re-
gional opposition to APEC, par-
ticularly among ASEAN mem-
bers sthat support Malaysia's
pro to form an East Asian
trade forum excluding the
United States, Australia, New
Zealand and Canada.

Although the ASEAN has
since endorsed APEC during a
meeting of its foreign ministers

Bangladeshi
volunteers from

Cambodia

Sir, May | make a suggestion
for articles in the English and

Bangla press?
Recently four ex-NGO work-

ers from Bangladesh (ADAB,
Comilla Proshika, CMES) who
were volunteers in Cambodia in
the election building process
have returned to Bangladesh.
As you probably know there
were also Bangladeshis from
the Election Commission and
Army there.

In my opinion these people
are heroes who successfully
helped Cambodia have a
democratic election, and
also have fascinating stories to
tell. | hope you agree their sto-
ries are worth reporting.

Richard

Pact/Prip
Dhaka.

National committee

on valuable
minerals

Sir, Since independence our
successive governments have
fatled to utilise the valuable
minerals 'black-gold' of Cox's
Bazar economically for reasons
best known to them. This is a
colossal loss and wastage of na-

nal wealth for a poor country

ke ours. It is also a great mis-
fortune for us

From time time various
relevant government organisa-

with the East Asian Economic
Caucus (EAEC), which
Washington suspect is seeking
to establish an East Asian
trade bloc. .

ASEAN members have also
yet to confirm their attendance
of the summit. But Malaysian
premier Mahathir Mohamad
remains adamant in his deci-
sion to boycott it

"The convening of such a
conference would make [APEC)
a formal regional trading
group, one which Malaysia
would not welcome,” said
Mahathir.

Malaysia considers APEC as
an Australian invention to keep
the Asian markets open.
Kualalumpur has remained
unconvinced aboul it because it
brings together three regions —
North Ameriea, North-east Asia
and South-east Asia — whose
interests may not always be
compatible.

EAEC, meanwhile, is consid-
ered a more organic entity
[some have called it a 'Non-
Caucasian Caucus' for keeping
out North America, Australia
and New Zealand) and a more
logical expression of East Asia’s
fast-growing and integrating
economies.

The United States is current
chair of APEC, which groups
the ASEAN's six member coun-
tries with Japan, China, South
Korea, Taiwan, lHong Kong,

Canada, Australia and New
Zealand.

"There is the suspicion that
(Washington] is very cynically
using the APEC for its own
ends, that its ultimate intention
is to divide and weaken East
Asia and thus strength

en the
North American Free Trade

Agreement (NAFTA)," said Bunn
Negara of the Institute for
Strategic and International
Studies (ISIS) here.
Other analysts

tions have been {issuing

conflicting statements, spending -

crores of taka in the name of
development, exploitation and
utilisation of the minerals but
in the practical field they have
achieved nothing so far. It is
learnt that during the last
twenty years they have earned
only a few lakh taka through
their much publié¢ised Atomic
Energy Commission Mineral
Sand Pilot Plant in Cox's Bazar.

| have repeatedly requested
the government to allow me to
use the minerals commercially
and to export. But neither the
government utilises the miner-
als ftself nor allows anybody in
the private sector to use the
minerals. Meanwhile millions of
tons of valuable minerals are
being washed away by sea wa-
ter and tidal surge. | have been
observing and monitoring the

minerals for over last two
decades.
In August 1991 Prime

Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
had formed a national commit-

tee on this valuable minerals —
‘black-gold' — of Cox's Bazar.
The Committee members sub-

mitted their report to the
Ministry of Energy and Mineral
Resources about a year ago but
unfortunately nothing has been
heard on the matter so far.

We feel that it is not possible
on the part of the government to
deal with this ‘black-gold’' of
Cox's Bazar single handedly.

" It is therefore requested that,
in the greater interest of the
gountry, an all-party national
committee may be formed to
look into the matter and to en-

UUS President ‘Bill Clinton's summit call
raises suspicions in South-east Asia. Leah
Makabenta and Ramon Isberto of Inter
Press Service report from Kualalumpur.
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Washington is using APEC as a
means to pencirate the interna-
tional economy. University of
Malaya international relations
professor Lee Poh Ping said
Clinton's summit call shows
Washington "does not want to
miss out on global trade, par-
ticularly in Asia.”

The economies of APEC ac-
count for halfl the world's out-
put and 40 pcreent of global
trade. And the Eas! Asian
economics are the *fastest
growing in the world.

But the idea of bringing
leaders together in a formalised
setting does not appeal to a re-
gion wary of committing itself to
official positions, concessions
and agreements. ASEAN itself
has had only four summit

meetings at leadership level

since its founding in 1967,
"Whether justified or not,”

aid Negara. "ASEAN suspects

sure proper exploitatiorr, min-
ing, extraction and commercial
utilisation of the valuable min-
erals of billions of dollars found
in Cox's Bazar and other coastal
areas in our country.

0. H. Kabir
6, Hare Street, Warl,
Dhaka-1203

Surrender of
Pakistan army

Sir, Mr Sanjoy Hazarika's
“Bordering on Catastrophe”
published in The Telegraph,
Calcutta, on 7 June, 1993 ma-
kes interesting reading. How-
ever, it was in bad taste and
irresponsible journalism on his
part to comment sweepingly
and out of context, “After the
Indian army won Bangladeshis
their independence...."

A columnist in a paper of the
standing of The Telegraph,
Calcutta should in all earnest
know from history that the de-
feated and humiliated Pakistan
Army actually surrendered to
the Joint Command of the
Bangladesh Liberation Forces
and the Indian Army on 16
December, 197 1.

There is no scope now or
ever to undermine the glorious
contribution of the sons and
daughters of this soil, and that
of its brave freedom fighters, in
their bid to free their mother-
land, and keep it [ree.

Dr Nizamuddin Ahmed
Assoclate Professor
Department of Architecture,
BUET: Dhaka

p

(Washington) is moving to dom-
inate APEC and this summit
call is seen as an attemptl o
move APEC's centre to the
United States.”

Clinton may have also lost
the support of key countries
like Indonesia when he openly

‘ States.

criticised Jakartas human
rights record during his Tokyo
trip. Said Julius Caesar
Parrenas of the Manila-based
Centre Tor Research and
Communications : “"Clinton
treated [Suharto) very shabbily ”

Still, there is little sympathy
for Mahathir, largely because
the Malaysian leader has
tended to pre-empt ASEAN con-
sultations. The latest example
was Mahathir's announcement
ol his decision to boycott the
APEC summil even before the
ASEAN foreign ministers could
gather in Singapore in mid-
July.

Malaysia's planned exclusion
of non-Asjan powers is also op-
posed by the likes of Singapore,
which aims to engage rather
than estrange the United
Anxiou that

Washington may just pull out of
Asia, the p us city state

is pushing for "a balance of

power framework in which the
United States plays a leading
role”, wrote Lau Teik Soon of
Singapore's National University
in a recent paper.

But fearful about where
growing global trade tensions
will lead to, ASEAN has agreed
to pursue the idea of setting up
the EAEC. The big debate is

now Is on where to base it

Indonesia wants o make Lhe
EAEC an East Asian lobby
group within APEG, arguing
this would be-the most efllective
way for the region to promole
its interests within the larger
grouping.

Malaysia f[avours making
the EAEC a part ol the ASEAN
economic ministers annual
mecting. Said a Jakarta based
ASEAN official "Mahathir
scems intent on capitalising on
the ‘diplomatic gains that
ASEAN has scored in recenl
years.”

The group's programme Lo
create an ASEAN Free Trade
Area (AFTA) within 15 years is
the region's most ambitions
economic integration agreement
so far.

ASEAN 1is also enhancing its

and economic clout by
laying the ground for Russia
and China to fully partictpate in
its security dialogue and by
preparing the way for eventual
inclusion of the Indochinese
states in the grouping.

Commented Parrenas:
"That would make ASEAN a
grouping with a combined
population of more than 400
million and a combined GDP

==

OPINION

close to that of China."
= N

Rhetorics against FAP

The Flood Action Plan, in re-
cent months, has become a se-
rious topic of discussion amo
professionals and educat
laymen alike. And predictably,
some have emerged as active
critics of the whole plan —
pointing out a myriad of claims
that the FAP would do more
harm than good. In any
scheme, especially in one as big
as the FAP, criticisms, reviews
and su tions are welcome
and desirable since they help to
single out the potential or latent
constraints and disbenefits
which might have escaped the
scrutiny of the scheme's au-
thors. After all, candid debate is
the hallmark of intellectual sol-
vency. But, regrettably, the
criticisms lashed out against
the FAP have become acrimo-
nious — moreover, they are
short on facts and long on
rhetorics.

The FAP has been concetved
and authored, after extensive
deliberations, by experienced
experts. It is a comprehensive
water management stralegy for
the country, and millions of
Bangladeshis — poor and im-
poverished, whose lives and
property are threatened by re-
current floods — would wel-
come with open arms flood mit-
igation measures under the
Plan. It is a misfortune that
most of the criticisms of the
anti-FAP activists are either out
of context or vague or both. In
fact, all the sectors in which the
critics accuse the FAP of de-
fault, the FAP has already dealt
with them in one or the other of
its 26 components — although
the level of emphasis, In some
cases, might vary due to prag-
matic considerations. For
someone living in a cushy (and
dry) ambiencg, 1t is idyllic to
talk of "living with flood™, but to
him/her, in whose house and
land, flood waters enter and
stay, the event is a predica-
ment. The latter expects tech
nology to save him/her — just
as anyone else in the world
wishes to better the quality of
life through technological inno-

K B S Rasheed

vations. The efforts by anti-FAP
activists to minimise the ur-
gency of flood management on
the grounds, that our forefa-
thers had been living with
floods for many centuries, are
devoid of reality. They do not
remember that in the days of
our forefathers, h's
tion was not 115 million,
and that heavy population den-
sity, at present, compounds the
losses from flood. .
| wish to make observations
here on three sectors ol anti-
FAP criticisms, viz, environmen-
tal considerations, people’s par-
ticipation, and compartmental-
ization. The accusation against
the FAP as being environmen-
tally destructive is based on
misperception and confusion
among the critics regarding the
distinction between annual in-
undation and [flooding.
Inundation by silt-laden water
is a beneficial environmental

process, while periodic floods -

are an environmental hazard —
and it is the latter environmen-
tal problem that the FAP aims
to mitigate. The FAP has unam-
biguously declared that its ob-
jectives are not to eliminate
floods totally, but to ensure
controlled flooding so as to
minimise d . It is incon-
cetvable that anyone could dis-
agree with the efforts to amelio-
rate the hardships of millions of
people from floeds on the
grounds that such efforts are
hot environment-friendly. The
FAP is precisely tailored to pro-
tect the people from adverse
environmental effects. Since
several FCD projects in the past
had ignored environmental con-
sequences of structural mea-
sures, the lessons learned from
mistakes can be used to prevent
their repetition. One component
of the FAP is already designed
to meet all such envirpnmental
issues of water development

rojects which the critics of FAP

are now belatedly pointing out.

One other sector in which
the anti-FAP activists lambast

the FAP is that the latter has

been impervious to, or ignored,
the needs, perceptions and
problems of the beneficiaries of

the flood mitigation schemes.

This criticism does not hold

ground at all because the FAP
has categorically identified in its
objectives the process of peo-
ple’s participation in the pro-

jects — from the planning to

operation and maintenance
stages. Indeed, the FPCO pre-
pared a ‘Guidelines for People’s
Participation’ this year which
sets out, in detail, the stages of
cooperation and continuous
dialogue between the resource
managers and the resource
users, {. e., beneficilary groups.
Yet another topic of criticism is
the pilot compartmentalization
project in Tangail and Sirajganj.
The criticism, in this case, is
the result of misinformation
and aversion to innovative
planning. The compartmental-
fzation concept is one of con-
trolled flooding — in which the
benefits accrued from inunda-
tion are balanced against {lood
damages in order to optimise
the water management divi-
dends. And the pilot project is
designed to test and ve the
viability and e of this
concept. Besides, the pilot pro-
ject — since it is an innovative
and indigenous enterprise —

has rightly sought to involve the
local people in planning, design,
operation and maintenance.
The bottomline of my argu-
ment is that the FAP authors
have addressed comprehen-
stvely almost all the facets of
flood management in the coun-
try. Many of us might have dif-
ferent views or suggestions on
nuances or modalities, and the
anti-FAP aclivists can help the
FAP authors by presenting their
case in an articulate form,
which is not v , and Is
based on facts When debate
and dialogue are factually cor-
rect and are devoid of rhetorics
and rancour, the end product is

always strong and solid.
(The writer (s faculty member
of Dhaka Untuersity) ’




