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TANGAIL
Vitamin ‘A’
capsules

distributed

among children

Aug 27 : Eleven lakh and
sixty four thousand vitamin ‘A’
capsules were distributed in the
district last year to remove the
impact of nutritive food defi-
ciency among the children, re-
ports BSS.

The vitamins were meant for
the children below six years of
age and for containing the mal-
ady of blindness of the younger
generation. The capsules were
distributed by the health assis-
tants and by the health centres.
According to the health depart-
ment there are aboul six lakh
children in one to six year age
group.

A department source said
that the distribution of vitamin
‘A’ capsul would continue this

year,
LALMONIRHAT

B éhortage of
quality bricks

Aug 27 : Construction work
of residential buildings in the
district is being hampered due
to scarcity of quality bricks, re-
ports UNB.

High quality bricks, rarely
available in the markets, are
usually absorbed in the con-
struction of roads, culverts and
government buildings.

It may be mentioned here
that about two crore bricks are
produced in four brickfields in
the district which is quite insuf-
ficient to meet the growing de-
mand. .

Moreover, the high price of
bricks and its scarcity in the lo-
cal markets has been hamper-
ing the construction work in the
government and private sectors
as well.

High quality bricks per thou-
sand are being sold at Taka
3,000, instead of Taka 1500-
1600 a few months back.

Roads and Highways Depar-
tment sources said they are
using low quality bricks for the
construction of roads due to
non-availability of quality bricks
in the local market.

BARISAL

Tk 10 lakb

g B E R

grant for
pry schools

Aug 97: A grant of Taka 10
lakh was disbursed Saturday
among 60 government and non-
government primary schools
and madrasas in sadar thana of
the district, reports UNB.

The grant was an electoral
commitment of Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia.

Local MP Mujibar Rahman
handed over the cheques for the
amount to head masters of the
schools and madrasas at a
function at the Thana Council
auditorium, presided over by
TNO Majibar Rahman.

Government has
imtroduced fax services In
Barisal and Patuakhali recently
Lo modern communica-
tion facflities for the people of
these districts.

One fax machine each has
been installed at the telephone
and te offices ol Barisal
and Pa hali.

NETRAKONA
Post flood

programmes

Aug 27: Bangladesh Red
Crescent Socicty, Netrakona
district unit, has taken up a
post-flood relief, rehabilitation
and medicare in dif-
ferent remote flood affected ar-
eas under Netrakona district,
reports BSS.

Netrakona Red Crescent
Society office sources said that
under the programme 300

of sarees, 300

clothings would be distributed

- among the people during the

current week.

Besides a medical team
would start medicare services

MAGURA
Gun battle

in hoapital or private clinics.
Witnesses and police said
old frud between sitting chair-

pleces of
lungees and 900 pieces of old

Condolence

programme
on ex-BAU

vice-chancellor

Aug 27 : An B-d‘:i condo-
lence programme on sudden
demise of the Vice-Chancellor of
Bangladesh Agricultural
University Prof M Ashral Ali
Khan is on at the BAU, reports

UNB.
The was taken at
dn emergency meeting at the V-

C's official residence on Aug 19
with the Convenor of the
Council of Deans Prof M Abdul
Haque in the chair.

All Deans, Provosts,
Statutory Officers, Students’

Affairs Advisor, Proctor,
Director of Planning and
Development Cell and
Representatives -of Teachers’
Association, Central Students’
Unfon, Officers’ Association,
Employees' Association and
Employees’ Parishad of the uni-
versity attended the meeting.

A condolence proposal ex-
pressing deep and profound
sorrow at the untimely death of
Dr Ashraf Ali Khan and convey-
ing the sympathy for the be-
reaved family members was
taken up in the meeting. The
meeting also prayed for the
eternal and salvation of
the departed soul. ’

Thirty meritorious
students were awarded Abdul
Wahed Memorial Scholarship at
a simple ceremony held at
Mymensingh Gouripur Pilot
Girls High School on Thursday.

Dr. AKM Muktadir, Professor
of Salimullah Medica] College

" distributed scholarships and

certificates among the students.
Bilkis Monwara, Headmistress
of the school presided over the

ceremony.
NOAKHALI

Unexcavated
canal causes
water logging

Aug 27 : Several thousand
farmers of the district have
been facing difficulties in pro-
ducing paddy due to water log-
ging caused by a canal flowing
over Chaprashirhat union in
Sad. r thana, reports UNB.

According to the farmers, the’

long causing water logging and
every year transplanted aman
crops on 10,000 acres of land
are damaged in the area

Moreover, some fishermen
place traps blocking the move-
ment of canal water. at several
points of the canal for fishing.
Local union parishad members
asked the fishermen time and

not 1o block movement ol
the canal water to save the
paddy fields but fishing is on as
usual.

The alfected [armers have
urged the government to take
immediate scheme lo re-exca-
vale the canal and impose re-
siriction on fishing in the canal.

DINAJPUR

86000 cows
artificially

inseminated

Aug 27 : The livestocks de-
partment has artifictally insem-
inated about B8 thousand cows
during the last fiscal year In the
district achieving the yearly lar-
get by 96 per cent, says BSS.

Over 26 thousand calves
were born due to artificial in-
semination during the time, an
official source said.

Besides, the ment as-
sisted to cultivate grass and
other cattlehead food on about
18 hundred acres of land, 17
also produced B! thousand
saplings of epfl and distributed
45 saplings of cpil among the
farmers during the period.

MADARIPUR
BKB gives
Tk 3:.cr as

agri loan
Aug 27: Ba Krishi
Bank (BKB) ursed about
Taka three core loan the
[armers during the last '
year to help boost agri produc-
tion, reports UNB

According to the regional

office of the bank, the loan was
distributed throygh its 14
branches. Of the amount, Taka
23.94 lakh has been disbursed

as crop loan and Taka 47.62

lakh as non-c loan
four branches of sadar thana.

In Kalkini thana Taka 22.56
lakh was distributed as crop

loan and Taka 88.02 lakh as
non-crop throu
branches. Taka 26.30 lakh was

given as crop loan and Taka
B.29 lakh as non-crop through
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returning home from local Taboria Hat

production cost for want of buyer,

Jute selling at nominal prices

From Our Correspondent

NATORE, Aug 27: The
growers are selling jute at a
nominal price for want of buy-
ers.
Jute is now selling between
Taka 120 and Taka 200 per
maund at open markets which
is much below the production
cosl.

According to a survey con-
tacted by Jute Department, the
production of jute per acre has
been reduced in this season.
About 3.40 bales. of jute has
been produced per acre of land
this ycar as against 3.80 bales
of jute per acre of land pro-
duced in the last year.

During the current season,
at least 12 lakh B5 thousand
acres of land of 50 districts of
the country have been brought
under jute cultivation and it is
expected that about 43 lakh 50
thousand bales of jute will be
produced.

Of ;@ﬁ. about 3.50 lakh
bales of jute
thousand 4 hundred 7] acres of
land in the border areas of this
country.

Bangladesh Jute Mills
Corporation (BJMC) will set up
122 jute pwwchasing centres
throughout the ecountry, it is
learnt.

Of the total, 24 centres will
be set up in border areas. Jute

mills in private sector will pur-
chase jute through mill-gate
and selected dealers, it is also

- learnt.

The Jute Directorate has ap-

-pointed 2,000 dealers for pur-

chasing jute in border areas.
sh Jute Corpora-

tion (BJC) and other private

agencies have not set up

purchasing centres. .
On the other hand, in

Natore, Rajshahi, Pabna, Bogra,
Naogaon, and Ehnpnﬁmw“&pnj
districts in northern part of the
country, prices of jute have ab-

normally fallen in absence of
government purchasing centres.

At present, only a few farias,
beparies and middlemen are
dominating the jute markets
who always try to rive the
jute growers. They are the
jute price as their own sweet
will.

Some of the jute growers of
this region informed that due to
the low . they are bound to
return with unseld jute.

Some jute growers, also in-
formed this correspondent that
the present rates of jute are far
below the production cost.

Most of the traders have not
yel started buying ‘jute as the
.2:n buyers are still undecided.
Many of them: are hiding to
avoid last year's payments, it is
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with their unsold

reported. -

The farmers of this region
have urged the government to
open jute purchasing centres.

Our Satkhira Correspondent
says: The jute growers of seven
thanas of Satkhira district are
not getting fair price of their
products in the absence of any
jute purchasing centre in the
district.

The jute growers of the dis-

. trict are selling jute to middle-

men (pharias] at lower price.
The growers are often seen go-
ing back home with their un-
sold jute.

Market sources say, Lhe
golden fibre in now selling be-

BDR men seize
12 Indian cows

NAOGAON, Aug 27
Bangladesh Rifles personnel
seized 12 smuggled Indian cows
one lakh from
in. Badalgachi
thana of the district recently,

reports UNB.
Acting on tip, the BDR men
raided the hat on August 14

and récovered the cows, left be-
hind by the smugglcrs sensing
the raid. )
The cows were handed over
to the local customs authorities.

raw jute. The jute is selling below
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tween Taka 150 and Taka. 170
per maund in the local markets.
The price in much below the
production cost, farmers say.
The production cost of one:
maund of jute is between Taka
300 and Taka 350.

UNB from Gazipur adds:
Jute growers of the district have
been facing serious' problems
due to sudden fall in prices of
raw jute in the local market.

Taking advantage of the sit-
uation the middlemen are pur-
chasing jute at throw away
prices which is far below the
production cost.

Jute is now selling between
Tk 180 and 200 per maund ae-
cording
Kaliganj, Kaliakoir, Tongi and
Sadar thana whereas the cost of
per maund production was be-
tween Taka 250 and 280.

Jute growers time and again
appealed to the concerned au-
thorities to open purchase cen-
tre to ensue fair prices-of their
produce but no step has been
taken in this regard.

When contacted some jute
traders said mul;;l t:t re-

ousting money o jute
:‘:ﬁ to the different mills and
companies in the last two or
three seasons. As a result they
cannot start buying jute in large
scale

to quality in Sreepur, .

PAHARPUR, Aug 27: The
sccond phase of renovation and
preservation works of Buddhist
monastery at Paharpur and the

Muslim monuments in Bager-

cost of about Taka six crore
including a foreign exchange
component of half the total cost,
reports BSS.

The projects are expected to
be completed in the Fourth
Five-Year Plan period. It is to be
noted that monuments have
been enlisted in the world cul-
tural heritage list, an official
handout said on 3

Members of the rlia-
mentary Standing Committee
on Cultural Affairs led by State
Minister for Cultural Affairs
Prof. Jahanara Begum on
Wednesday visited the Paharpur
Vihara Archaeological Museum
to review the progress of
implementation.

The State Minister was in-
formed that the archaeological
muscum at a cost of Taka BO
lakh was expected to be opened
SOOM.

Taka 3.74 crore has been
spent for the first phase of the
work in the Third Five-Year
Plan. The governments of Japan
and Norwhy and UNESCO,
UNDP and FAO have
[inancial and other assistances
lor the first and the second
phase works.

The Paharpur ancient Vihara

hat is going on in full swing at a

The Baily Star 9

Renovation work of two
historical places on

buflt in the eight century BC 1s
considered as one of the biggest
Buddhist monasteries of South
East Asia. It attracts huge
number of tourists from home
and abroad throughout the
year. Some finfrastructural
works have been done in line
with the tourists’ facilities.

A number of simflar works
are still inhand earlier, mem-
bers of the commititee visited
the private museum at Ramsa-
gar in pur and Sheetakote
Bihara at !

The members of the commit-
tee accompanied the mimister
during the visits were Amanua-
llah Chowdhury, Shamsun
Nahar Ahmed, Ara of
BNP, and Abu Lais Md
Chowdhury of Jatiya Party.
Besides, urshid Jahan
MP and Aktar Hamid MP
Cultural Secretary Islamuddin
Malik were also present.

Clash disrupts
Pabna Jubo Dal

meetings

PABNA, Aug 26: Clash be-
tween the of two fac-
dhﬂlﬂ workers —

two

et b il Gt o1
BNP's youth front in the town
today, reports UNB.

CHANDPUR, Aug 27:
Minister for Environment and
Forests, Fisheries and Livestock
Abdullah Al-Noman has said
that the present BNP govern-
ment is a rare example of cor-
ruption-free political leadership
in the Third World and its
workers must always be vigilant
to continue this example in fu-
ture, reports BSS.

He was addressing at the
chief guest at the biennial con-
ference of the Chandpur district
BNP held at Chandpur Muni-
cipal Park here on Tuesday.

Former Stat® Minister Nurul
Huda MP inaugurated the con-
ference while State Minister for

Relief Lutfur Rahman spoke on
the occasion as the special
guest. Secretary for Student
Aflairs of BNP Central Commit-
tee Advocate Mujibur Rahman
was the main speaker,

The Environment Minisier
said that the founder*ef BNP
Shaheed President Ziaur
Rahman formulated a 19-point

to improve the lot of
the people by uniting them with
the spirit of nationalism and
BNP has won the confidence of
the people due to its allegiance
to the programme,

The BNP has been able to
create a strong infrastructure

Cooperation to implement'
uplift works sought

consolida the shattered
brmmumy wﬂ“nt‘lﬂn& effort

under the dynamic leadership
of Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, he said. In this
connection, hé called upon
workers of BNP to T:
with the government in im-
plementation of different devel-
opment activities.

State Minister for Relief
Lutfur Rahman Khan said that
each and every worker of BNP
must work with soldier-like
spirit to foil the evil attempt of
destroying hard-earned democ-
racy in the country. He also
emphasised the need for exer-
cise of democratic values within
the party itself.

Former State Minister Nurul
Huda MP said that the opposi-
tion forces are raising the alle-
gation ol incompetence againsi
the present government to con-

el AT

of the present government is
getting headway with the in-
crease of internal resources.
Presided over by the convenor ol
Chandpur district BNP Mellah
ur Rahman, the function
was addressed, among others,
by members of Prol
M Abdullah, M A Matin, Alamgir
Haider Khan and Alam Khan.

its three

Tk 100 cr agri-loan unrealised

SHLHET, Aug 27 : Ower
Taka 100 crore have been lying
unrealised in Sylhet district as
agricultural loans.

Different commercial banks
inclhuding the Krishi
Bank (BKB) disbursed this
amount of money as short and
medium term loans among the
farmers of 11 thanas of the dis-
trict for different agricultural
purposes like, buying of bullock
for tilling lands, fertilizers, pes-
ticides, seeds and cash for cul-
tivating the differef@® crops.

According lo sources, the
huge amount of loans have
been lying unrealised due to the
large-scale irregularities, of the
bank officials and employees in
sanctioning the loans to the
f[armers, the lengthy and faulty
procedures, absence ol proper

su sion after distribution of
the loans, non disbursennt of

the lvans at the proper cropping
SCABOT.

The total amount of loans
lying unrealised stood at Taka
106 erore two lakh 68 thousand
at the end of the financial year

From Our Correspondent

(1992-93), informed some offi-
cial sources.

The sources informed that,
ol the total amount, Taka 60
crore 68 lakh had become
‘overdue’. It would stand at
about over Taka one hundred
crore with the interest.

Of this total amount lying
overdue, BKB has the highest
one, They have the overdue loan
amounting to Taka 51 crore 62
lakh 5 theusand while the
Sonali Bank has an amount of
Taka 4 crore 64 lakh 58 thou-
sand, Agrani Bank has the

amounl at Taka three crore 37
lakh three thousand, Janata

Bank has the overdue loan
amount at Taka 67 lakh 14
thousand and the Rupall Bank
with the lowest amount with
Taka 35 lakh 32 thousand.

It is further learnt that there
s minimum possibility of reali
sation of these amount of over-
due loans, due to the faulty
system of disbursement and re-
ceipt of loans by the interested
and influential quarters in lake
names.

Besides, in most of the
cases, a portion of the loans
disbursed, did not reach the
target group, the poor and
marginal farmers, it is alleged.
It is observed that, most of the
farmers from the ‘well-to do’
families and influential people
toogk the loans from the banks
submitting the minimum pa-
pers and uments and some:-
times, even by producing forged
documents.,

A small number ol poor and
marginal farmers who took the
loans following a lengthy proce-
dure, were unable to repay the
amount due to the repeated
crop damaged by the recurring
loods during the last few ycars
and fall in the prices of their
produces.

Moreover, a mentality has
grown among the some farmers
that: some chances might come
when the government would
waive the agricultural loans as
it was done after the last par-
liamentary elections.

victims of Balaganj thana of the district recently.

5

'SYLHET: the office-bearers of Islami Bank Foundation distributing relief materials to flood
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3000 homeleés
by Jamuna
erosion

SIRAJGANJ, Aug 27: Some
3,000 pcople of more than 600
families were rendered home-
less on account of crosion by
the¢ river Jamuna in three
thanas of the district in the last
48 hours, reports UNB.

According to sources, 500
[amilies were affected in
Kazipur and 50 each in

Chouhali and Shahajadpur
Lthanas.

The Thana Nirbahi Officer of
Kazipur said Azizia Dakhil
Madrasa and Sammudia High
School of thana sadar were
threatened by river erosion. The
river is only one kilometre away
from the thana headquarlers,
he added. '

The homeless people ook
shichier on nearby high placces
and are passing their days in
great hardships.,

Locial leaders said no relief
materials were distributed
among the shelterless people
inspile of repeated appeal.

However, the overall [lood
situation improved in the dis-
trict Monday with receding of
Nood waters in the Jamuna,
Koratoa, Bangalee, Fuljor and
Gumal rivers,

The water level in the
Jamuna fell by 10 cm, flowing
32 cm below the danger mark
at Sirajganj town point.

Another report f[rom
Sirajganj said: Diarrhoea
claimed at least two people in-
cluding a child in Kazipur thana
in last 24 hours.

Help success
pry education
programme

MUNSHIGANJ, Aug 27: Dep-
uty leader of Parliament Prof.
A.Q.M Badruddoza Choudhury
lwesday called upon the gua-,
rdians, teachers and all rs
roncerned to come forward Lo
assist the mment for

- success of the compulsery
rimary education programme, -

BSsS.
Prof, Chowdhury was ad-
dressing as the chiel guest at
foundation stone laying cere-
mony of DBirtara Government
Primary School at Srinagar
here,

p
re

COX'S BAZAR, Aug 27 :
Bangladesh Small and Cottage
Industries Corporation (BSCIC)
has undertaken an initiative for
massive cultivation of cultured
pearls in Cox's Bazar district,
reports BSS,

The BSCIC Chairman Mani-
ruzzman Chowdhury talking te
local journalists on his recent
field trip to Cox’s Bazar said the
vast tract of coastal belt of this
region is suitable for large-scale
artificial cultivation of white
pearl. Burmese pearl which is
precious and widely acclaimed
also available with other kinds
of pearl in this land, he said.

A special team of European
Economic Community (EEC)
had already visited Cox’'s Bazar
in this regard and expressed
their opinion that there was
bright prospect for artificial cul-
tivation of white pearl in this
land, Chowdhury further said.

He said, a training centre
and reproduction cell will be set
up at Cox's Bazar very soon”. In
absence of planned way of col-

Steps taken to cultivate
pearl in Cox’s Bazar

lecting pearl, massive exploita-
tion of pearl has become impos-
sible, he added.

Chowdhury quoting the ex-
perts opinfon said, the
could be able to earn Taka
1,500 crore by exporting pearl

every year,

People of this region have
been preducing standard qual-
ity pearl arctically only in

of Moheskhali under
Cox's Bazar district since 1967,
the Chairman said. The people
of the area are yet to know sei-
entific method of pearl produe-
tion.

A pearl takes at least three
years for its maturity and the
oyster should be kept free from
all sorts of diseases during ils
growth period, the Chairman
said

He expressed his optimism
that it is poasible for establish-

* ing pearl farm because it does

not need any big machinery. He
said that there are four to five

hundred pearl farms in Japan
al present.

HOMNA, Aug 27 | Commerce
Minister M K Anwar on
Wednesday said, the present
democratic government led by
Begum Khaleda Zia gives prior-
ity to the construction of roads,
bridges and other rural infras-
tructure for allout development
of the country, reports BSS.

He was addressing the inau-
gural function of Bagmara
iridge at Homna thana under
Comilla district.

The 180 feet long and 14 feet
broad Bagmara Bridge has been
constructed by the Local
Government and Engineering
Department with the financial
H.Elll-?nt‘t of Japan Interna-
tional Cooperation Agency
WICA) at a total cost of Taka 30
lakh. The bridge will benefit
about three lakh ple of the
area. Another bridge at Alipur
on Homna Dulalpur Road is
under construction with the
financial assistance of JICA.
Aflter completion of the Alipur

Bridge Dulalpur will be directly

priority given to build
roads, bridges

linked with Homna thana head-

The minister said, a devel-
opmuent memenium had been
started the present -
ment. Buhﬂtrn handful nﬁ“mnﬂ
vated political parties are trying
to frustrate the process of de-
velopment. He urged the people
to be cautious against these
anti-stated activities of those

political parties.

The meting was also ad-
dressed among, others, by the
Chief Engineer-in-Charge of
Local Government Engineering
Department Monowar Hossain
Chowdhury and Project

" Director, JICA Zlauddin Ahmed.

Later, the Commerce
Minister witnesses the final
match of the Homna thana in-
ter-schools and madrashas
football tournament. The match
was played between Homna
Government High School and
Kashipur Hasemia High Schoel
at Hommna Government High
School Ground.



