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Viadimir Lenin
wins reprieve

from oblivion

MOSCOW, Aug 27 Viadimir
Lenin, the founder of the Soviet
Union, won a reprieve [rom
obltvion on Thursday when the
Russian central bank decided
Hmmmﬂhhhm

in circulation until the
the year, reports Reuter.

ITAHTI.-m said
the bank had that old
Soviet-style banknotes worth 10
rouble {[about one cent) and less
could s in circulation until
the end of the year.

The notes, the last remaining
enes to carry the Bolshevik
leader's ., were originally
due to be pulped by the end of

this month and replaced with
coins embossed with Russia's

traditional double -headed eagle.
Large-denomination Soviet
banknotes have already been
withdrawn from circulation and
replaced with Russian notes.

Court confirms
seizure of
Montedison’s

assets

MILAN (italy), Aug 27: A
Milan court on Friday confirmed
the seizure of BOO billion lire
(312 million dollar) worth of as-
sets ol former executives of
Montedison, Italy's largest agri-
cultural and chemical group,
reports AP.

The order involved members
of the Ferruzzi . who had
E:rnlml of Montedison through
the family holdin
s ly £ company,

Two former c:ecuu\reu of

Former executives involved
.in the case include Arturo
Ferruzzi and the estate of Raul
Gardini, a former chairman of
the company who committed
suicide in July. Gardini was
married to ldina Ferruzzi, a sis-
ter of Arturo Ferruzzi.
The Ferruzzi family recently
mdcd over control of
tedison to a group of ciedi-
tor banks &fter announcing
huge debt amounting to 28 tril-
lion lire (17.5 billion deollar) at
the end of May.

(..Effmg_ggint'laf

linger for 2
yrs in Haiti'

PORT-AU-PRINCE (Hatt),
Aug 27: International sanctions
pressured Haitian lawmakers
into approving a government
that would restore democracy,
but the cost was thousands of
Haitian deaths, particularly
among children, according to
AP.

Haitian Rep Duly Brutus es-
timated that 10,000 Haitians
died because-of the sanctions.
The president of the lower
house, Dr Antoine Joseph, de-
manded nations cancel
Haitf's foreign debt as repara-
tiens for the su

And while the sanctions will
soon end, doctors and re-
searchers say the effects will
linger for years because of failed
inoculation programs and a

ﬁtﬂ dependency on food

“1 don't think anyone around
here said, 'Let's starve
Haitians, ™ John Morill, director
of the 53-member US
Congressional Hunger Caucus,
said Wednesday by telephone
from Washington. "It was al-
ways, ‘Give it another day eor
two' or ‘Give it another month
or two.”

Things were tough in Haiti
long before President Jean-
Bertrand Aristide’'s overthrow
by soldiers in 1991, but the re-
sulting sanctions forced many
Haitians to sell off household
assels or even eat roots to sur-
vive. |

Despite the hardships,

many mm

the sanctions be maintained

until the military agreed to al-
low a return to democratic rule.

tarian officials said, and th:
dﬂﬂ:hﬂmudurhgtlupm—

tl!l:tedpullllcn]rtpththu-un
restoring

responsibility
protecting Haitf's poor from the
fallout, said a Harvard re-
lqrdrrwhu:unﬁmdﬂtef-
fects of the sanctions.

“This is where we d.” Dr
Lincoln Chen, director of
Harvard's Center for lation
and Development St , loid
the Associated Press.

Chen led a team into Haiti in
July and August to determine
the human cost of the sanctions
and repressive military rule.
The data indicate a sharp rise
in acute child malnutrition and
susceptibility to epidemics such
mﬁmhhﬂcwﬂml:hir:

NEW DELHI, Aug 27: India's
mlfn opposition Bharatiya
*Janata Party (BJP) accused the
government of scuttling a probe
into the nation's worst financial
scandal because Prime Minister
PV Narasimha Rao was In-
voived, reports Reuter.

Jaswant Singh, BJP's senior
deputy on the 30-member Joint
Parllamentary Committee (JPC)
inveatigating the 1.28 billion
dollar scandal, said the commit-
tee's report was being deliber-
ately delayed to protect Rao and
scven government minisiers.

Parliament this week ex-
tended the JPC's term for the
fourth time after its Chafrman
Ram Niwas Mirdha pleaded in-
ability to draft a final report,
citing new evidenee in the inci-
dent.

Singh said "the report is be-
ing delayed to thwart the truth
about all the identified wrongs,
including seven ministers...
([and) public sector undertak-

_Lymnfvhlchth:mm

The BJP has asked Rao teo
pear before the JPC over
by Bombay stock bro-

ker Harshad Mehta, the main
accused in the scandal, that he

II'HE Rao 10 mﬂllon rupcc in
payoffs.

Rao has'denied Mechta's
charges, but opposition parties
have accused his Congress
party deputies on the JPC of

Bu

BJP accuses govt of scuttling
probe into Bombay scam

preventing him from giving tes-
timony on the issue.

The BJP says corruption in
high places would be a major
lssue in a crucial election cam-
paign due in December.
Elections are due in four north-
ern Indian states because Rao
last year dismissed the BJP
governments there,

“The commiitee stands to
lose its focus and secondly i
purpose will be perverted if it is
prevented from submitting its
report in time,” Singh said.

The JPC was set up last year
to probe the in which
brokers and bankers are
charged with colluding to divert
lunds from illegal securitics
trade to fuel the then booming
Bombay stock exc It s
now due to report late
December.

India to raise grain

storage centres
AFP report adds :  The
Indian government plans to in-

crease the number of grain
storage centres as annual food
losses due to poor storage [a-
cilities have exceeded one bil-
lfon dollar, a minister said
Thursday, reports AFP.
Minister of State for Food
Kalp Nath Rai said 1] mfiion
tonnes of cereals and ns
worth |.1 billlon dollar rot every
car because farmers do not
ave proper storing facilities.
Almost 10 per cent of grain
stored by farmers goes to waste
as a result.
"This is by any standard a
loss the country can fll-afford,”
Rll told an MPs' watchdog

lnt!thnt several pro-
j‘ﬂ:ll “hav en launched to
boost India's food storage ca-
pacity.
India's annual food

tion is estimated to be 170 r-]
lfon tonnes. The government
claims to be holding comfort-
able buffer stocks afier a chain

of good monsoons resulted in
bumper harvests.

Pakistan to get
$ 1.5b IMF soft

loans

ISLAMABAD, Aug 27: Pakis-
tan should recefve around 700
million US dollar by the end of
1993 as the first tranche of a
1.5 billlon dollar soft loan
package form the International
Menetary Fund (IMF) and other
multilateral donors, a senior of-
ficial said on Thursday, reports

Reuter.
“The total pac is around
1.5 billion US dollar”, Saeed

Qureshi, head’of the Finance
Hlnin 's planni commis-
reporters. mm
ﬂm -700 million US
hase, that is, to the

end ul'clll:ndlr 1993 "

@ureshi said about one bil-
lon US dollar of the package
would come from the IMF as
balance of ments support,
with the W Bank and Asian
Development Bank(ADB) provid-
ing the rest.

Government and doner

agency officials said t

the loans to be ey Er-

mally next month. pac

has been agreed on the basis of

;:h;or economic reforms by
istan's caretaker govern-
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Blair House Agrcemenl

Kohl favours maintaining EC
schedule for economic union

BONN, Aug 27. German
Chancellior He t Kohl said
here Thursday that he

renegotiation of certain potnts
in the “Blair House

on world [arm trade in connec-
tion with long-running talks
under the auspices of the
General t of Tarifls
and Trade (CATT), reports AFP.

And on another point, said
he [avoured maintaining the EC
schedule for economie and
monetlary union, or even speed-
Ing it up.

The Blair House accord was
concluded in Washington last
November between the United
States and the European
Commission, and calls for some
Hmits on ultural output
and subsidies, France has
sharply opposed it and there
have been doubts about it in
some other European
Community members.

Kohl said at a joint press
conference with visiting French
Prime Minister Edouard

Balladur that “the preliminary

agreement :nidh certain
lems, cven for s

position on farm

and on the desirable organisa-
tion of world trade. the

French view.

ALGIERS, Aug 27: Placing
together Algeria’s third govern-
ment in two years of crisis,
Prime Minister Redha Malek
faces a daunting race to trans-
form a debt-burdened economy
and end instability and daily
killings, reports Reuter,

“Algeria is all right to pa
debis this year, despite the
in oil prices, but next year could

problems it can well do
without,” said one European
economic expert.

Kick-starting the moribund

provide some hope for the fu-
ture, work and housing, it won't
go away,” said a western diplo-
mat.

Malek has as little room to
manoeuvre as his predecessor
Belaid Abdesselam, but is less
bound by the ideology of nearly
30 years of socialist centralised
management, say diplomats,

ﬂ#whthmdm:pm
vdealiitg- freton” debt
565008 Paits Rk aller Sobaed.

ing bridges, apparently dam-

by Abdesselam, with the
In fional Monetary Fund
(TMF).

An even more draconian

clampdown on imports, reach-

ing a separate agreement with
the IMF to tide the country over
until 1996.

Foreign debt of some 25 bil-
lion US dollar is blamed for
most of Algeria’s woes, high-

by long bread queues
rubbish uncol-
lected in

because of bro-
ken vehicles.

Servicing the debt takes
about nine billion US dollar a
year out of 11 billion US dollar
in exports of oil and gas which

and

An agreement the
Russian, Ukrainian and
Belarussian presidenis to put
their countries into a single
economic zone has been hafled
as the first instance of former
Soviet republics combining to
act on hard economic facts as
opposed to ideclogy.

If their parliaments approve,
and the accord is signed in
September, goods, services and
capital will be able to move
freely among the three states,
hopefully leading to increased
production.

Some commentators have
called it a breakthrough. This
could be overstating the facts.
Ever since the June meeting of

‘the world's seven most indus-

trialised nations (G7), optimists
have been clutching at straws
to show that, at least in Russia,
things are going less badly.
The rouble is said to be sta-
bilising. privatisation has
reached 11 per cent of the
trading and services sector, and
the monthly inflation rate could
be down to single figures by
December.
*  Another hopeful sign is a
slowing in the decline in pro-
duction, which dropped 18-20
per cent in the first half of the
year. Nonetheless, all three
states’ economies show sings of
being crippled for a long time to
come.
In Russia, milions of work-
ers are about to be thrown out
of jobs, with no social security
net, as market reforms close
loss-making industries. Western
investors, afraid of instability,
have stayed an the sidelines.
Typical of the new mood of
realism is a report on the ofl in-
dustry, where, according to a
non-governmental organisation,
the Moscow-based International

Fuel and Power Association,

gas already

Algeria faces daunting
race to revive economy

bring in over 90 per cent of all
foreign eamnings.

Former Treasury Minister
Ahmed Benbitour blamed the
debt structure, much of it
short-term, for holding an in-

trinsically wealthy nation of 26
million people hostage to mis-

fortune.
Writing only of “lessons for
the future,” he said that in the

years from 1989 and '199],

Algeria repaid 25.2 billion US
dollar eqguivalent to its total
debt, which remained un-
dented.

Official figures last June put
re ts in the next three
years at 17 billion US dollar
principal plus six billion US dol-
lar in interest.

From 1996, Algeria's gas ex-
ports will jump when a pipeline
to Europe comes on stream.

The target, with mostof the
sold in advance is
60 billion cubic metres a year,
double the present figure and

-earning the country more than

another three billion US dollar
annually.

“Algeria is an ideal case for
rescheduling, one of the main
arguments against rescheduling
its whether the ebuntry will be
better able to pay its debts in a
few years time. For Algeria,
there is no question,” said a
western economic expert.

Successive governments
have opposed rescheduling, say-
ing it undermined sovereignty
and gave foreigners unaware of
local social problems power to
impose unrealistic conditions.

Rescheduling is not formally
on Malek's agenda but “the
head of government remains
open to all ible economic
options, as long as these op-
tionf do not threaten the inter-
ests and sovereignty of the
country,” the official news
agency APS quoted an authori-
tative source as saying this
week.

recall of thuuu{l

Heineken’s Hong Kong

........

A wnrker unloads cases uf 33c] bottles of Heineken beer yesterday appﬂrently unaware o
d of bottles of the famous export beer, announced earlier in the morning by the
agent. The bottles are being withdrawn from Britain, Sweden,

e

Hungary, Israel, Finland, Austria, Canada and Hong Kong after glass splinters were found in

some bottles.

— AFP photo

Food, fuel shortages grip DPRK

SEOUL, Aug 27: North Korea
may face an acute food shortage
as unusually cool weather is
certain tojhurt its harvest this
year, Iture spegialisis said

Thursday, reports AP.
There alr:ady have been

widespread reports of food and
fuel shortages in the hard-line
Communist state,

Low temperatures were
causing widespread crop dam-
age in North Korea, the
worst since 1980, said Kim
Sung-hoon, a professor at Joo-
ng-and University in Seoul.

Kim said he and other South
Koreans conducted three weeks
of field research along the bor-
der between North Korea and
China this month.

" Kim said his research was
based partly on accounts by
Chinese officials and others
whaevisited North Korea's rural

attempts to stabilise extraction
are u to be successful in
the next 15-20 years.

In Ukraine, where privatisa-
tion began a year later than in
Rassia, the state of economy is
even worse. The currency, the
karbovanet, launched on a ba-
sis of equality with the rouble,
is now worth only a quarter,
and this year inflation is ex-
pected to reach 1,700 per cent.

To make things worse,
September's referendum on
confidence in the presidency
and parliament is diverting at-
tention from urgent economic
problems to political ones.

Belarus has narrowly
avoided a general strike by
printing money to compensate
citizens for an increase in the
price of a "consumer basket"

' three times higher than the*

level of the nationaf minimum
wage. Inflation is 10 per cent
more than in Russia, and -
vatisation, ﬂnnily'nppmvcdp by

in June is hampered
; a shortage of vouchers.

What is remarkable is that
the agreement on a commaon
economic zone should have
been reached despite the ten-
sion existing between Russia
and Ukraine over ownership of
the Black Sea Fleet, the status
of the Crimea, and Russia's
demand for payment in hard
currency for energy deliveries
on which Ukraine is 90 per cent

dependent.

In fact, the eemenl ap-
pears to have addressed the last
point by proposing a smgoth
transition to world prices, with
Ukraine part of its en-
ergy bllratn equipment for
Hulﬂnn ofl and gas exploita-
tion.

How did it all happen? ac-
cording to Russian Deputy

areas during his stay in China.

The professor predicted that
North Korea might lose more
than 30 per cent of its harvest
this year if femperatures remain
low in the next four weeks.
Then Pyongyang would have to
import at least 2.5 million tons
of grain, he added.

South Korean officials say
North Korea has had food shor-
tages since 1980, when both
Korcas suffered devastating
crop damage.

Since carly May, average
temperatures across the Korean
peninsula have been two de-
grees Celstus (3.6 F) low than in

revious ycars.
P South Korea also is expected
to suffer widespread crop dam-
age, and officials estimate this
year's rice production will be
more than seven per cent below
last year's 5.3 million tons.

On Tuesday, Im Young-sun,
a North Korean defector, said
od shortages and irregular food
distriution in North Korea.

Im, who said he was a pla-
toon leader in an army engi-
neering unit in said
mﬂmcﬁtﬁmdwwnmpmq
Mdiumtm the Stalinist

By Andrew Wilson

idea began in "March or there-
abouts” on the initiative of the
Belarussian Prime Minister
Vyacheslav Kebich.

At first the talks were bilat-
eral between Belarus and
Russia, then they became trilat-
eral with the inclusion of
Kazakhastan. Says Shokhin:
"These discussion were rather

confidential. The idea was that
instead of trying to settle all the
points of a new economic
agreement with everyone, we
should show the other CIS
states how _co-operation could

Prll:mi:r Alcksandr Shokhin, the  be butlt up.”

speaking Centrdl Asian bloc
promoted by Turky, and its
place in the tripartite discus-
sions was laken by Ukraine.
There were still many problems
with Ukraine. -

"Political obstacles are con-

stantly re-emerging,” says
Shokhin. “But ft was realised
that neither Ukraine nor Russia
could do without close eco-
nomic unifon.” Shokhin's ac-
count stops short of explaining

In May there was a change of what caused the Ukrainian and
direction. While ‘»~ definitive Kazakh governments to act as
meeting was still in tion,  they did in the matter.
Kazakhastan joined the Turkic- Of all participants in a move

for economic union, Ukraine
was the least likely. Its evolu-
tion has been slower and harder
than that of other republics, not
léast because of a problem of
identity t has caused it to
confuse nce with the
rejection of anything even
faintly resembling the former
Soviet Union.

This has put enormous
strain on President Leonid
Kravchuk, who is anxious to
have people forget his past,
when his job as Communist
Party propaganda chiel was to
repress nationalist impulses.

A turning point was the re-
cent strike, when two million
miners in the Runl:m-lpuki
Donbass region almost to p
the government with cal
territorial autonomy,

Another important event was
on June 298, when the heads of
five Ukrainfan and five Russian
frontier regions, meeting in
Kharkov, agreed to institute the
free circulation ol goods and
persons in their zone straddling
the inter-republic border.

On June 18, the Ukrainian
and Russian presidents reached
agreement on a wide range of
hitherto intractable-looking is-
sues; tmr&luppilca. nuclear
wea : abandonmenit of
territorial claims, and duel citi-
zenship.

This paved the way for
Ukrainian accession to the tri-
partite agreement, though there
is no guarantee that this or any
other agreement will be ap-
proved by the nationalist-
minded Russian and Ukrainian
parliaments. Even reform-
minded Russians suspect appli-
cations for economic integration

US Conservatwes
blast NAFTA

WASHINGTON, Aug 27:
Former Republican idential
candidate Pat Buc n and
other Conservatives are finding
a common cause with liberals
Jesse Jackson and Ralph Nader
in opposing the North American
Free Trade Agreement NAFTA,

At a news conference
Thursday, Buchanan criticised
fellow Republicans, specially
former Housing Secretary Jack
Kemp and Senate Minority
Leader Bob Dole of Kansas, for
their support of the agreement.
it was negotiated by the Bush
administration and is being
senl to Congress by President
Clinton.

Dole, Kemp and Buchanan
arc possible rivals for the
Republican nomination in the
1996 presidential campaign,
almost sure to be against
Clinton, a Democrat

The pact will set up a glant
managed trade zone that will
diminish North American trade
with other parts of the world
and subject US consumers and
businesses to the authority of a
“trinational bu " that
will be created to enforce the
treaty, Buchanan said.

“It's an insider’s deal for the
leveraged buyout of American
liberty,” he added.

Buchanan, a television
commentator and newspaper
columnist who challenged Bush
for the 1992 nomination, said
he and other conservatives
would work to "Knock down the
falsehood, the myth, that all
conservatives are aligned be-
hind NAFTA."

He said Republicans are al-
lowing Ross Perot, an indepen-
dent presidential candidate in
1992, to capitalize on the issue

with his vigorous opposition to

NAFTA at the annual conven-

. tion of the Southern Christian

Leadership conference in sub-
urban Rockville, Md.

He said “the first jobs tMit
will go to Mexieo®” will be those
that otherwise might be fun-
nelled into inner-city economie
development in this country.
Likewise, Jackson said the pro- '
posed NAFTA treaty amounts lo
“a slippery slope southward” of
American jobs and will lead to
the closing of US factories.

Buchanan said Perot "is
speaking as an America-first
patriot on this issue.”
Buchanan said Kemp and Dole

a delegation
of Republican lawmakers
traveling to Texas and Mexico
ncxt week to promote the North
American Free Trade
Agreement, Dole’'s office an-

Joining Dole on the two-day
trip that be will be
Sens Phil Gramm ol Texas,
Orrin Halch of Utah, John
McCain of Arizona, Judd Gregg
of New Hampshire and Rep
Henry  Bonilla of Texag. (fhe
group will meet with xican
President Carlos Salinas.

Buchanan hopes to peel
away Clinton's Republican sup-
port, which is crucial because
many liberal democrats - envi-
ronmenialists and  labour
groups - also oppose the treaty,
fearing it will encourage
American businesses to relocate
their production facilities in
Ium:r— Mexico. Jackson

has quipped, "NAFTA is a
shafta.”

The trade agreement is being
sold by the administration as
creating the world's largest free

3 CIS states' move for single economic zone praised

of being simply bids for low-cost
encrgy and credits.
Kazakhstan's position is pe-
culiar. President Nursultan
Nazarbayev appears to have
seen no contradiction between
his participation in the original
talks end Kazakhstan's acces-
ston to the Istanbul-led Turkic
economic alllance. When the
three-country accord was an-
nounced on July 10, his reac-
tion was both hurt and angry.
Clearly he saw in it the same

ﬁrocedure that had so upset
im in December 1991, when
the same three republics met in
the see of a Belarussian
forest to found a Slavic com-
monwealth on the ruins of the
USSR. Now, once again, they
were opening the door to other
CIS icpublics — alfter a [ait ac-
comph.

Voicing national sentiment,
the Kazakhtanskaya Pravda
newspaper saw it as "a betrayal
of friends who had earlier
shared the fight against hard-
ships”

agreement between Yeltsin and
Nazarbayev after Ukraine torpe-
doed the Bishkek summit).

Admittedly the Central Asian

republics have formed a kind of
But

Kazakhstan is the ex-USSR's
third largest industrial and
a'ricullurll power. Its ties with

Asian common market.

Russia are as s be-

tween Russia and

as any

among the former Soviet re-

publics. He will not find 1t easy

to forget the stab in the back.
—Gemini News

Andrew Wilson is a former
Moscow correspondent of the
London Observer, now a regular

traveller in the former USSR.

(An allusion to last
October's military and economic

ne; and
Nazarbayev has been a leading
champion of rebullding links

the treaty. trade zone, from the Yukon to
Perot joined forces later the Yucatan. By increas
Thursday with civil rights leader trade between the Unit
) Jesse Jackson in opposing Stales.
US labour unions
ask govt to

protect workers

WASHINGTON, AHLQT: Five
labour unions asked
government Wednesday to h:lp
protect workers—particularly in
health care, social service and
criminal justice—from exposure
to tuberculosis on their jobs,
reports AP.

“During the past decade, the
growth of poverty, inadequate
access to primary and preven-
tive care and the epidemic of
HIV/AIDS have combined to
fuel an alarming resurgence of
TB in the United States,” the
Labor Coalition to Fight TB in
the Workplace said in its peti-
tion. -

The coalition contended
there has been a 20 per cent in-
crease in cases 1985, which, to-
gether with the emergence of a
strain of virus that resists many
drugs, have left millions in dan-

Suufmrhplaccmur:hﬂw
iscase,

Its petition said it had been
transmitied 1o workers in 13
per cent of the hospitals sur-
veyed by the federal Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
and the American Hospital
Association,

The coalition asked the US,
government's Occupational Saf-
ety and Health Administration
to establish a safety standard
that would protect workers, and
immediately issue national
enforcement guidelines.

Coalition members are the
American Federation of Go-
vernment Employees; the Ame-
rican Federation of State, Cou-
nty and Municipal Employees;
the American Federation of
Teachers; 1199 National Health
and Human Services Union,
and the Service Employees
International Unton.




