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Corruption at the UI;I

A high-level consultant has been appo by
the United Nations to mrruEiun by
of the w}iﬂd in countries w crt_rhthc
is engaged in the peace-keeping operation. They
/would include Cambodia. Somalia and even Bosnia
where u ble human suffering should have
all the attention of the so-called peace-keepers,
with little time or inclination left lor alleged in-
volvement in black-marketing or currency manipu-
lation.

The consultant, an ian diplomat, appears
on the scene at a particularly difficult time for the
United Nations. The world body has been under fire
from the develo world for its indecision, almost

on indifierence, on the Bosnia issue. No
one doubts that it is a lex situation. But no
one would suggest that the world has acted
with firmness, the concern of the inter-
national community over the situation in the strife-
torn republic. In the other two places, too,
the UN's role has been controversial, with more
questions asked, than answered, about its perfor-
mance. Now, a a new complication, the UN
says that it has run out of funds for relief in
Bosnia, while the United States has been slow in
paying up its dues to the UN, unless its structure
is thoroughly reformed and overhauled.

Although assured of a welcome, the move may
well be viewed with some . After all, how
much can one individual UN consultant do to get to
the bottom of this sordid affair? At this moment,
the media has published little about the back-

nd of the consultant or his terms of references.
¢ will presumably have his own setup which, we
hope, will have persons with intelligence or police
background, with knowledge to look into the grey
area that involves alleged corruption, from cur-
rency manipulation to molestation of women, the
saleof d to downright black-mar . True, it
won't be hard to apprehend some guilty ones.
However, the question is what went wrong with the
general supervision that allowed the situation to
reach such a dismal stage, in Cambodia, Somalia
and even Bosnia—and probably later, in other
African countries?

The anti-corruption mission would, ol course,
visit the countries where alleged corruption has
taken place. However, there may be much to do at
New York headquarters of the United Nations and
at other offices of the UN agencies in Geneva,
Vienna and other cities. Many UN personnel for
Cambodia, Somalia and Bosnia were probably
hired in a hurry and rushed to the scene. The

tian consultant — or his setup — should look
into the procedure and see where it went wrong —

and how it can be tr(IJl_gmvcd
The hiring of a professional is easier than

firing him (or her). There are all kinds of rules —
including appeals — which often protect even an
alleged offender. There are times when an official
from the UN is seen to be above normal law of
the land. Let us hope this will not happen with the
investigation that has been launched.

Let us also hope that this will be the start of a
process, however complicated it may be, that helps

in setting things t within the entire UN system.
Much is wrong within the system. Many books are
in the market focusing on a whole e of issues,

from hiring of UN ials to the system of work,
favouritism to growing lethargy in UN offices. Now,

a.gcg:d corruption in peace-keeping operation tums
the situation into a totally unacceptable onc,

Unless the world body can handle the situation
with firmness and speed, the credibility of the UN
will drop further — perhaps to all time low level.

The King of Sardars,
Reticent and Right

There must be some very good reasons why
Dhaka doesn't remember its worthy men and
women of extraordinary achievement. Most of
Dhaka’s cultural and political, social and profes-
sional supernova belonged to the British colonial
times. Listing only the names would need a vol-
ume. Together with the bathwater of one and un-
divided India, and, more so, Bengal — the present
day Dhakaite has thrown the baby — its worthy
children that is — out of the window. The second
big reason: conversely to Tagore's aphoristic
‘Kalikata aachhey Kolikatalei' Dhaka has long
ceased to be Dhaka. The delicious flavour that was
Dhaka's soul, a very special way of life replete with

all that is good about life — has long vanished un-
der the welter of its to become a nondescript
capital city of sorts.

Yesterday was the 31st anniversary of the death
of Mirza Abdul Kader — a most colourful personal-
ity of Dhaka of the first half of the century now on
the way out. Two things made him stand out miles
above his illustrious contemporaries. A commoner
with no formal education he surpassed in social
eminence and sheer power the overwhelming pres-
ence of the Hindu intellectuals and social leaders
on the one hand and, on the other, the overweighl
of the scions of Khwaja Alimullah — better known
as Dhaka nawabs of the British brand who ruled
Muslim Dhaka [rom just across the sireet.

The gutsy Kader Sardar, as he was lovingly
called, challenged the Urdu-speaking Kashmiri rf -
nasty decreeing its way on the backward masses of
Dhaka Muslims and time and again became the
chief of the Bais-Panchayet — the parallel adminis-
tration (hen ruling the sociely ol purebred
Dhakailes. This he was till death took him away in
the opening days of the fifties.

He had something terrifically avant garde both
inside and aboul him. Imagine an illiterate mahalla
sardar riding a Rolls and, when needed, flaunting
royal honours on his breast and owning and run-

a professional theatre hall manned by native
and imported actors and actresses, marrying two
from among the latter. Traditional Dhaka Sardars.
as exemplified by the dear late lamented Moti
Sardar, lived almost whull;; on the gift of the gab.
The Mirza had no use for that. His was a presence
that spoke a thousand words and sang a hundred
melodies, all at once — and even more. And yet he
was only a small, sparse and darkish man without

distinction of the exterior whatsoever.

¢ Mirza was feared and followed, loved and
venerated for two great traits in him, He was fear-

less and uncompromisingly tou against what
was wrong, And he championed what was right
with all his life. His was a life-long striving lighted

up by a culture emoting from within. No doubt this
accounts for the achievements of his nephews —
who were unto him more than his own spring —
Nazir Ahmed, Hamidur Rahman and Saeed Ahmed,
none of whom need an introduction in Ban adesh.
dlnlzcmtnl;llt;nﬂgthﬁadﬂ Sarder is one good way to
over ) al was good and preserv
N T e b g preservable in

APAN'S artstocratic Pri-

me Minister Morthiro

Hosokawa told members
of his seven-party coalition at
their first meeting that, like
Caesar's wife, they should be
above suspicton.

On their “historic mission” to
bring about political reform and
end the "“money politics® system
which has hamstrung change
and excluded the electorate
from shaping the nation, cabi-
net members must be “upright
and selfless and take the lead
in disciplining themselves®
Hosokawa said.

After almost 40 years of one-

rule by the Liberal
Demecratic Party, which lost its
Lower House ma-
jority in elections on July 18;
after generations of collusien
among the so-called “fron ri-
angle” of politicians, the bu-
rea and business; and
after a of major political
corruption scandals stretching
back to 19785, the call-to-arms
sound a tall order.

But despite criticism that
the new government is too
heavily inflluenced by Shinseite,
-away party of defectors
the old ruling LDP, and 1s
to break up before it be-
its real work of reform, the
prospects for a modest reshap-
ing of Japan's political and so-
cial landscape are better than
they have ever been since the
post-war system was put in
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T‘.I!;z twenty new cabinet
members of the Hosockawa gov-
ernment, with an average of 59,

non-politicians.

Takako Doi, the former
leader of the largest opposition
group, the Social Democratic
Party of Japan, is the first
woman to become speaker of

{E Finance Minister pre-
sented to the Jatiya San-

gsad the pro budget

for fiscal year 1993-94 envisa-
ging total government expen-
diture at Tk 199.52 billion with
the overall deficit, to be mostly
financed by foreign aid-loans
and grants, estimated at Taka
76.17 billion. '
The proposed budget envis-
aging tax revenue receipts at Tk
188.35 billion and non-tax rev-
enue at Tk 23 billion, carried
the least of any additional or
fresh tax measures. The tax
revenue in the forms of income
tax, customs duty, excise duty,
VAT, supplementary duty and
ther tawes ceollected b}l the
ational ' Board el Revenue
INBR), was projected in the pro-

 posed budget at Tk 93.60 billion
as

t Tk 84.50 billion un-
der the revised budget for fiscal
'92-83. The non-NBR portion of
tax collection like those of nar-
cotics duty, land development
tax, non-judicial stamps, regis-
tration and taxes on vehicle was
estimated under the proposed
budget at Tk 6.75 billion com-
pared to Tk 5.80 billion under
the revised budget for fiscal
'92-83.

Fiscal Measures .

The budget proposed wide
ranging cuts in direct tax rates,
further reduction of prescribed
rates of customs duty on about
2,870 items of imports out of a
total of 12,800 and withdrawal
of VAT from cattle and poultry
feed, milk products, insecticides
and jute cuttings.

New fiscal measures on
taxes and fees under the pro-
posed budget, included imposi-
tion of a minimum duty at 7.5
per cent on im rice and
imported books, raising the rate
of duty on wheat to 15
per cent ad valorem from exist-
ing 7.5 per cent, enhancement
of the rate of duty on imported
infant food, in retail, to 30 per
cent from existing 15 per cent,
adjustments in rates for bonds
including customs duty, hikes
in duty on revenue stamps —
Taka four on a uniform -
from existing Taka one and
Taka two denominated revenue
stamps, increase in tax on taxi-

1

cabs with capagity to carry upto
four passengers from existing
Tk 1000 to 1200 with provisiops
for prnrortinnat: increases in

other taxies, buses and

Cascs o

manal |
film awards

Sir, While the Censor Board
is busy strangling Tanvir
Mokammel's short fllm 'Smriti
Ekkattur’ and the concerned
authority bans Taslima Nasr-

cen's book ‘Lajja’ . . . against
such a background, our most
honorable Prime Minister,
handing out the National Film
Awards, bemoans the fact that
foreign film-makers win inter-
national awards by making
films on Ban sh and won-
ders: "Why aren't local film-
makers getting such awards?"
She then rounds up her com-
ments by wisely observing: 'Now
we have to go for self-analysis.’
Before her remark leads to a
spate of seminars at the best
hotels, I borrow some
space to ﬂo an appeal to her
and at the same time offer — as
an humble citizen conscious of
my own inadequacies — a few
s tions? Could she possibly

= ne) - instruct the authort-

Philip Short writes from Tokyo

New Japanese Premier Promises Change

Morthiro Hosokawa, the new Prime Minister of Japan, has
corruption. After almost 40 years of one-party rule by the scandal-ridden Liberal

Party (LDP), the Japanese now have a leader they

to cleanse his country
can trust. But critics say.

reports Gemini News Service, that the new coalition government is heavily influenced by
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the Lower House of the Diet,

Perversely, in her largely hon-
orary position as speaker, Dol

et IS diviged M

lorries, enhancement of foreign
travel tax by about Tk 50 in
each case and duties on
imported antibiotics and
drychillies.

There would be a gross loss
of Tk 1.14 billion on account of
income taxes, Tk 2.28 billion in
customs duty and Tk 400 mil-
lion in VAT. The proposed new
tax measures would on the
other hand yield additional rev-
enues of Tk 190 million in in-
come taxes, Tk 300 million in
import duties, Tk 50 million in
foreign travel tax. The net loss
in total revenue under the pro-
posed fiscal measures would
thus stand at Tk 3.26 billion.

Instead of proaposing fresh fiscal, |

measures tg cover this deficit,

efforts would be made to -

strengthen administrative and
procedural reforms to collect an
additional revenue of Tk 3.88
billion in "93-94 fiscal year.
RICH DO NOT PAY DUE
TAX: It is an open fact that the
rich in this country do not pay
their due income tax and the
main brunt is borne by the
middle income group. The lower
income groups are also affected
because of the indirect taxes.
Steps should be enforced to
make the rich pay their due
share of taxes. From a recent
study it has been found that
some 200 leading businessmen

under survey paying insignifi-
cant amount of tax.

Low Domestic
Investment

To [urther improve the
macro-economic situation and
the present position of low level
domestic investment climate,
sustained efiorts are needed to
help and support the genuine
entrepreneurs and business-
men. It is, however, heartening
to note that government is de-
termined to support export led
growth, and it is hoped that the
government will not hesitate to
take some ‘hard options' where
the nation's welfare is con-
cerned.

NON-PRODUCTIVE SPE-
NDING: A genuine businessman
or an industrialist would never
contemplate earning more than
15 per cent-20 per cent profit
on his investment, while a fake
entrepreneur may eat up the
entire loan money. The country,
therefore, is deprived of possible

cng-hynwnt. goods for export,
and the government loses inco-
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these are the cradles for nurtur--
ing talent and shaping culture;

(Two) - ban them from
spoonfeeding the nation with
sugarcoated pills and allow
truth, instead, to have its day.
Although it can be bitter at
times, I'm convinced that our
people are strong enough and
wise enough to cope with the
facts in their undiluted form;

(Three) - bring to an end the
altempt by certain vested quar-
ters to shape history. Fiction
may be engineered but History
has its own irbuilt safeguards
to protect the truth and at the
end of the day it is always
History that prevails;

([Four) - subsidise the film
industry on condition that it
produces films reflecting reality,
not tinsel {imitations of
Bollywood. And to show that
she means business, could she
kindly instruct the Censor

Board to take its paws off Mr
Mokammel s '‘Smriti Ekattur'?

- cent of her GDP, Our

may exert more of an influence
en the fusty old school of
Japanese politics than her

rml-lrmﬂy more pu-erﬁd col-
h"llut_'ﬂ-.

Dot won the vote for s
only after procedural wrangling
with miffed members of the nelw
opposition LDP who wanted one
of their own in the chair, and

her views on doing away
with the traditional style of

backroom Japancse politics.

Although sceptics charge
that she was manipulated into
the position to “neutralize” her
leftist tendencies and minimisc
her impact on the Hosokawa

government, already she has
made subtle influences.

Looking down on the house
from the speaker’s chair, she
refused 1o address the members
in tradftional ceremondal lan-
guage, and instead began her
inaugural speech with “ladies
and gentlemen.” Not earth-
shattering perhaps, but indica-
tive of a growing mood that it is
finally time to concentrate on
content rather than form.

As for Hosokawa, he too has
drawn attention for his busi-
ness-like manner, good looks
(he once had a movie role as a
samuraf] and the hint of gravi-
tas which taken together give
him something approaching
charisma.

In his home territory of
Kumamoto, in Kyushu, south-
ern Japan, he's known as "Lord
Hosokawa" in reference to his

aristocratic ml . He is a di-
rect L

the medieval
rulers of Kumamoto and Lhe

by Anu Mahmud

non-productive spending thus
has also multiplied inflation.

The government also must
reduce the ‘fat’ that has accu-
mulated in the non-productive
public sector. We tend Lo have
three persons in a particular
job, where one or two should be
enough [case of disguised un-
employment). [n many cases
public expenditure is totally un-
justified and only add to our
‘systems loss' and the operation
of ‘Parkinson’s Law’.

The low per capita growth
rate of Gross Domestic Products
(GDP) in Bangladesh is closely

hnw ﬂﬁhm law level.of do- 1.

mestic savings and a low level
of domestic investment, as we
are surrounded by the ‘vicious
circle of poverty’. The gap of
more than B per cent in the
level of domestic savings is
made up by foreign aid most ol
which is received as loans. This
year's Aid-to-Bangladesh con-
sortium has made com-
mitment of $ 2.15 billion which
is expected to encourage both
our domestic and foreign in-
vestors planning to invesl in
Bangladesh. -

The mobilisation of domestic
resources is, of course, has al-
ways been insisted upon by aid
giving countries and the con-
sortium. Ban increase in collec-
tion of taxation, as reported to
be under capsideration in the
budget "93-94 is undoubledly
problematic on account of the
uncertainties in both the agri-
culture and the industry sectors
of the economy. Our low level of
savi is an obwvious obstacle
which has to be overcome.

This comes up as an impor-
tant consideration particularly
when we compare our savings
with other countries’ in the
same region of the world. India
saves about 21 per cent,
Pakistan saves about 13 per
cent, Shri Lanka about 12 per
cent, and China about 39 per
of
2 per cent of the GDP in 1989
and 1.6 per cent in 1990 com-
pare very unfavourably with the
savings behaviour of these
countries which are also con-
sidered to be underdeveloped. |

Dependence on
Foreign Aid

Our dependence upon for-
eign ald increases with every

shorlage of savings. Thus we

have to depend to the extent of
about 9 per cent of the GDP for
investment of the value of
nearly 11 per cent of GDP. With
the volume of savings declining
to 1.6 cent of the GDP, our
drpenJ::Ec on loreign aid in-
creases [urther. With a capital
oulput ratio of 4., an increase
of GDI’ by 2.5 pcr cent roquires
an investment of four times as
much, that is to say, by 10 per
cent just to keep the per capita
GDP where it was. A one per
cent per capita GDP growth
would require a four per cent
increase of the volume of in-

vestment. With our

increase of per capita growth ol
GDP makes us dependent upon
[oreign aid to the extenl of
aboul nine per cent of the GDP
which is about as much as wc

are recciving right now.

The assertion we always love
to make in season and oul ol
scason, particularly around the
lime of the presentation of the
Government Budgel lo Parlia-
ment in June every year, is that
we have to make our economy
‘Self-dependent’. The only way
to achieve this goal would be to
make do with whatever savings
we oursclves can make. That is
to say, not to ask for foreign
aid. With the big savings-in-
vestment gap exiting right now,
this is obviously impossibje. For
making some progress in that
direction, however, we have to
increase our national savings.
Changing our spending habit in
favour of more savings, reduc-
ing our consumption need pos-
sibly by promoting family plan-
ning and si moves, pro-
moting the tightening of our
belts would obviously be helpful
in the matter. All these mea-
sures would call for shouldering
the responsibility of promoting
savings by both the government

level pf saving that would beaes
- much to hepe for. Even a niere -

,and the people for mobilising

domestic resources to expand
the volume of revenue camings.

Now f{t is neccessary to in-
crease the revenue earnings of
the government. For this reason
it is an urgent task to increasec
the amount of tax. But the tax
l:raying capacity of the people is
imited and at the same time
they are shouldering the burden
of direct and indirect taxes.
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Today, bulleted by contradic-
tory versions of the truth and
with very little incentive to ad-
mire their own culture, our
youth no longer know whom to
emulate and settle instead to
becoming hybrid in their atti-
tudes. They adorn one wall with
the portrait of Amitabh and the
other with posters of Imran
Khan, admiring them both but
responding to different slogans
from different sources.

| appeal to the honourable
Prime Minister : Only you,
Madam, standing as you are at
the helm of the nation today,
can lead the country oult of the
mess it's in. Bring about the
changes that are so desperatcely
needed. Free us from this
-stranglchold that threatens to
destroy our youth. Give us the
room to breathe in, Madam,
and we promise to provide you
with the poets and playwrights
that you can truly be proud of
And international awards too,

Shaf Rahman,
Chor Komlapur, Faridpur,

- e ——————————— L ———————
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Sir, Members of Parliament
are very important people in the
country. Many of them are cul-
tured, well behaved and will
disciplined. But conduct and
behaviour of some of them are
far from satisfactory. Hence it is
felt that there should be a
training centre for MPs where
they can be taught parliamen-
tary etiquettes, norms and dis-
cipline and also how to deal
with Govt officlals and conduct
parliamentary committee meet-

ings etc.

The idea is not to casl as-
persion on nn?vbndy but to
change things for the better.

There is no end to one's learn-

ing and MPs should not mind

going through such a course.
This will definitely their
own image and make them good
legislators for the country.

Nuzhat Rurmmana
Fulbari, Sylhet.

grandson of Fumimaro Konoe,
who served two terms as prime
minister during World War Two,
before committing suicide to
avold arrest and face war

crimes charges.

Konoe's rule coincided with
Japan's invasion of China and
the expansion of the so-called
Greater East Asia

to speak candidly about the

"It was a war of aggression,
and it was a mistake,” he said

du . his first news confer-
ence. forthrightness Is in
spectacular contrast to the pre-

vious government which enly
toward the end of its term, for
example, grudgingly admitted
that had been used to ye-
crufl “comiort women” for mili-
tary brothels.

On political reform, the issue
which led |losokawa to form his
Japan New Party just 14
months ago, he Is equally
forthright. He wants to decen-
tralise decision-making power
in favour of regions, make the
parliamentary proccss more
transparent by simplifying the
electoral system, reduce
the massive sums spent on
vote-buying. He solemnly swore
to pass a package of reform
bills before the end of the ycar

On economics and foreign

Because of the fact that the
busincssmen always transfer
the burden of taxation on Lheir
products to the buyers who pay
it through ng the price of
product at a rate. And,
apparently, the profit amount of
busin¢ssmen remains undis:
turbed.

Accumulation of Fund

For Lhe success ol dewlop-
ment projects of Lhe govern:
ment, accumulation of funds
has become very important. So,

rnment takes necessa
steps in this regard throu
imposing different types of
taxes. If the steps of imposing

wmhﬂnwhﬂlﬂﬂd:

tion,. of , rewenue,, tham , the..
production process may. be.

hampered in many cases. For
this reason the following steps
may be considered for smooth
revenue collection under bal-
anced process of production:

() Field of taxation will have
to be widened then the amount
ol collection from tax will in-
crease

[H]i’re:mm“mm-

come tax at Tk 1000 per annum
on every retafl and wholesale
shop in every district town may
be introduced.

(iif) Dissimilarities in Import
Permit Fee and taxes between
the fand private sec-
tors should be eliminated.

(iv) Low tax rate on GP and
Cl sheet should be uced
as these are cons by the
lower middle class and poor
people of our country.

[v)] Corporate tax rate be

fixed 4t 35 per cent at the

maximum.

(vi) To invigorate the capital
market, profit on selling shares,
debentures, unit certjﬂl:i'!fl

dyced wpte

policy. however, the Hosokawa
. An income lax cut has
been all but ruled out and rela-
tionhs with the United States
remain pivotal to Japanese
diplomacy. In fact, some have
so far as to brand the
cabinet a “second
LDP cabinet” because of the
monopoltsation of key posts
such as Finance, Defence and
Trade by LDP deserters.

“How can one make sense of
a coalition that en one hand
includes Shinsefto — once at
the very rt of the corrupt
LDP — on the other em
braces the left-leaning Soctal
Democralic Party of Japan7?”
asked the columnist Masahiko
Ishizuka. The unlikely pairing,
he remarked, adds to the fecling -
that there is no clear sense of
direction.

There is irony too, in that
Hosckawa himself s ex-LDP
and once the factional
patronage of Kakue! Tanaka,
the infamous former prime min-
ister who made the country his
personal fiefdom in the 1970s.

Other proteges of Tanaka
were Tsutomu Hata, the new
Finance Minister and deputy
Prime Minister, and Ichiro
Ozawa, who is widely believed
to be the Machiavelli behind the
break-away Shinseito — and
even the coalition government
itself. Whether Hosokawa can
deliver on his promise ol politi-
cal reform depends on how
genuinely eabinet members fell
their sense of mission, and how
willing they are to set aside per-
sonal and doctrinal differences
on behalfl of the country.

On one issue at least — con-
fronting the — Hosokawa
has shown himsell willing to
take a principled and not wholly
popular stand. From a conser
valive in a conservalive land,

that is progress.

PHILIP SHIORT Is a Dritish jour
nalist based in Tokyo.

Proper Taxation is Necessary for Domestic Resource Mobilisation

should be exemptled [rom the

existing capital gaining tax.

(vil) Adequate measures, in-
cluding improved currency re-
forms, to keep the country’s ex-
ports competitive in the
changed situation in the inter-
national market, will have to be
taken. ,

(viti) VAT rate should be low-
ered to 10 per cent from the
current rate of 15 per cent

(ix) For the improvement of
transport system, new cars of
1600 cc or above, atiached with
metre as taxicab may be im-
ported on priority basis under
50 per cent tax rebate.

[x} High rate of tax on for
burning of bricks should be re-
lowelrisiy
i+ (xd) Level of individual taxiree
amount should be raised upto
Tk 1,00,000.

(xif) Import of gold under le-
gal way should be introduced
for checking sm of gold.

(xiit) Gold B:lglnn:y be in-
troduced,

(xiv) Improvement in the sys-
tem of tax administration and
collection shall have to be
worked out.

{xv) Private initiative should
be honoured properly and all
sorts of co-operation extended
from the government side.

Co the above condi-
tions and position of our poor
economy, it is necessary to take
proper steps regarding new
taxation in the budget for the -
accumulation of more domestic
resources to gear up the eco-
nomic activities towards the
much sell- .
The success of this process wi
lead towards curbing of depen-
dency on foreign aid for smooth
functioning our development

fOPINION
No Jamuna Bridge?

A Mawaz

The FAP has been stalled: In
India, the huge Narmada Dam
Project has been stalled. Now
the economic and technical
feasibilities of the Jamuna
Bridge project are being ques-
tioned. Is there a pattern in
these stalling methods? Who
are doing it and why (openly or
pulling the strings from be-
hind)? Why these af-
terthoughts, after a large num-
ber of teams of international
experts had spent millions of
man-hours for several years
into the studies before’ the
donor countries agreed to fi-
pance ap

It should not be presumed
that a poor LDC such as
Bangladesh should be spared
from the effects of global, re-
gienal or up strategies. In
the game of politics, internal or
global, there are no ‘enemies’,
only subtle strategies suiting
the short or long term interest
of vested groups. These groups
could originate from three
sources, internal, external or
global. A global example is the
treatment of Iraq by the West,
vis-a-vis the delaying tactics
employed in Bosnia. Another
poss is to publicize dona-
tions to projects, and then
use other to find loop-
holes in it, to stall it, to achieve
certain objectives, which maybe
not be so transparent.

Technical objections could
be blufls, or illogical, depending
on the specific case. For exam-
ple, it has been reported that

now the Jamuna bridge is not
lamnthlnhlﬂu speed ferry

algtivities.
- ——

crossings are in operation. The
most essential part has been
left out, namely, the saving of
time. Saving of minutes may
save million of dollars in several
years. Besides, the inconve-
nience of two transshipments at
the two ghats has been ignored.
This type of petty ob

look fishy. Th:Fe }mgfol::
cal political manipulations is

accepted, but why point these
out so late?

Therefore, to dispel suspi-
cion, the origin of the master
manipulators should be care-
fully checked. It would be ac-
ceptable if the outside
had expressed doubts about
some details of the Jarmmuna pro-
ject; but to claim that the very
project should be scrapped
looks incredible at this stage,
after so many evaluations of
several Jamuna bridge projects
under different regimes.

It may be interesting to
speculate whether a new type of
sabotage technique |s tLclng
employed nowadays, namely, to
try to stall the big projects in
certain parts of the world. This
suspicion would not be so un-
founded when it s noted that
some of the big donors are tying
certain ethical standards to the
lifting of sanctions or to the
granting of favours. We have to
work under unfavourable cli-
mates, therefore a close watch |
has to be kept on who are inter-
ested in what, for which pur-
pose. The world is getting
smaller, and familiarity tends to

hreed contempt.




