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NN in sh. That
news was received with
some awe by Banglades-
his living in the United States.
lronjc, it would seem, that
viewers back home were
walc 5O that many
here were not. At first glance, it
might sound rather
contradictory. After all, CNN f{s
American, so why shouldn’t
Bangladeshi living in America
be able to watch CNN?7 The
breakdown of the acronym CNN
might shed light on that
perplexing notion; Cable News
Network is only available
through cable television and
in the States don't have
cable television. No need to
sympathize, though. Viewers in
rica who don't have cable
television, have an amply lar
selection of cable-free channels
to choose from. Sympathy,
however, may be needed whi
surveying the quality of pro-
grammes that are on most
American channels, cable or
otherwise.

Broadcasting, especially
television broadcasting, is big
business in America. While
print media is deploring the
ever decreasing size of reader-
ship and radio is feeling the ef-
fects of fewer listeners, televi-
sion is solidifying its hold as the
best medium of advertisement
for companies throughout this
country. Most channels in the
States are privately owned, np-
erated primnnlr through
revenue carned from a.dv:rﬁ:c
ments. A few are financed by

governmenit endowments, and
some cable channels are de-
pendent on subscription fees.
There is no television licensing
fee in the United States.
American air waves, cable-
free ones at least, are domi-
nated by networks. There are
four privately-owned primary
networks in the country,
namely American Broadcasting
Corp (ABC), Columbia
Broadcasting Service (CBS),
National Broadcasting Corp
(NBC), and Fox Television
Network. There is also a pub-
licly funded network, appropri-
ately €alled Public Hrmdcllulu
Service (PBS). Telemundo, an-
other privately-owned network,
offers programme solely In
Spanish language. These or-
ganizations themselves do not
broadcast directly to the public
but provide a substantial por-
tion of programming, imcluding
national news, sports, situation
comedies and dramas, to their
affiliates and subsidiary sta-
tions. These stations, in turn,
broadcast these programme to
their local areas. Network pro-
gramme are usually broadcast
simultaneously by all of the
network’s affiliate stations.
Networks usually pay stu-
dios to produce shows that they
deem would captivate gudiences
throughout the ‘“country.
Extensive marketing research is
done before a programme is
presented to the audience,
Every programme has a target
audience, and advertisers may
choose to place their advertise-
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Televmon in America— a Distinct Symbol

“57 Channels and Nothing on..."

Wasim Choudhury writes from New York

ments based on the findings of
these research studies and rat-
ings for these programmies.
Networks compete for ratings,
as compiled by the AC Nielsen
Company; the higher the num-
ber of people watching a show
denotes a higher rating point for
that show, Although most top-
rated shows are controlled by
the networks, some shows do
well without the networks.
Studios that produce these

programmes sell them directly

to stations across the country, .

by-passing the networks en-
tirely. Ratings for these pro-
grammes rival those of the best
network counterparts. However,
these shows are few, and net-
works still hold the most influ-
ential position in television pro-

Cable television is somewhat
different in structure. The obwvi-
ous difference is that, unlike
regular television channels, ca-
ble is not transmitted wireless.
In order to receive cable chan-
nels, one has to pay a cable op-
erator to provide cable wiring
and a ‘descrambler’ box to
his/her television. The
‘descrambler’ box allows cable

companies to regulate reception

of only those channels that the
customer has ordered. Almost
every home in the United States
is accessible by cable television.
Cable wires spurn out of the
operator's stations in each
locality and emanate to
households that order the
service. Each month, the
individual is charged a fee for
recefving cable channels. This
toll, however, does not absolve
the need for commercials —
television advertisements, as
they are known in the US; most
cable channels do show

.commercials as often as cable-

free channels.
A second group ul‘ channels,
known as the premiere chan-

~ nels (perhaps because of their

extravagant price), are com-
mercial-free. but cost more to
view. Better known among
these channels are Home Box
Office (HBO), Showtime, Sports
Channel, The Disney Channel
and Cinemax. These channels
specialize in broadcasting only
specialized types of program-
ming around the clock. HBO
and Showtime are known for
movies and special event pro-
grammes (like heavy-weight
boxing matches), Cinemax is

exelusively movies, Sports
channel is for sports (no kid-
dingl), and Disney is for kid's
programmes. _

Yet another group of chan-
nels are the pay-per-view chan-
nels. Pay-per-view allows audi-
ence to get the benefits of pre-
miere channels (no commer-
cials, thank you] for individual
programmes only. Clients can
phone in their cable operators
and request to see a movie that
is running on one of these
channels at a specific time. This
way, the viewer is practically
able to choose the time he/she
would like to see this. movie.
Pay-per-view also shows spe-
clality events, like live concerts
and sports, notably the FA Cup
Soccer Championship match,
and World Cup Cricket.

Cable television, because of
the virtually limited less capac-
ity of fiber optic cables, obvi-
ously provides more channels
than regular television. Most
cable systems offer at least a
dozen channels, some double
that number. Along with regular
television and premiere chan-
nels, an aver houschold in
America might be able to receive
as many as a hundred chan-

Lonely People of the Atolls Resist Change

OKELAU, a

three atolls in the Euuth

Pacific which are now-
here more than four metres
above sea level, are under
pressure from Pacific island
countries to end their colonial
status by the year 2000. They
are ndmtnist:rrd by New
Zealand,

The 1,690 in}mbltqntu of the
islands want to stay as they are.
The Official Secretary, as the
head of the Public Service for
the islands is called, has re-
sponded: "The people do not
wish to move away from New
Zealand now or in the immedi-
ate future. New Zealand will
continue to respect that wish.”

Tokelau says its situation is
in full accordance with United
Nations Charter on Human
Rights. Colonialism does not

describe its special re-
Etlnns ip with New Zealand.
Partnership, says Tokelau is a
better word.

Tokelau is vulnerable. Its to-
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clones. Rising ocean levels

caused by global warming could
be catastrophic. Fresh ground-
water supplies are running out.
Sedentary lifestyles lead to
heart disease, cancer or obesity.
in 1990 each Tokelauan re-
ceived NZ8$2,426 in aid. Modest
export earnings produce
NZ$380 per ca from
handicrafts, import duties and
souvenir coins. Tokelauans en-
joy full rights as New Zealand
citizens, and more of them
live in Auckland than on the
atolls.

Decolonised Pacific islands,
Tokelau argues, have inherited
alien political and administra-
tive structures at odds with
their unique and traditional
systems of government. Since
inde they have had to
undergo difficult reforms.
Rather than “"rush towards

lnnuthing it would be hard to
undo,” Tokelauans want time to
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moicst places in the world. The
Public Service is based tn Apia,
Western Samoa, 480 kms away.
It communicates with the atolls
by radio telephone at 3pm each

One of the world’'s most remote and oddest communities is Tokelau in the South
Pacific. It consists of three atolls 60 miles apart from each other. In cyclones they
are washed over. The islands are administered by New Zealand which lies 3,200
kilometres away. Pressure is growing for them to become fully independent by the
year 2000. Gemini News Service reports that the people are not so keen on the
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day [except Sundays when
Christian Laboos prohibit all ac-
tivity)

Government employees re-
ceive instructions from what is
called the General Fono
(meeting] and report back on

atoll affairs. In the villages,
however, the three Councils of
Elders enjoy supreme authority

No one wants to be faipule
(island leader], the name given
to the three atell representatives
whose job it s to mediate

between General Fono and the
Councils.

The General Fono is respon-
stble for all administrative and
political affairs concerning
Tokelau as a whole, a system
suggested by New Zealand tb

ease Tokelau towards sell-gov-

emmenf. The Fono meets twice
a year, hosted by each atoll in
turn. The Administrator of
Tokelau, a New Zealander, re-

sides in the New Zealand capi-

tal, Wellington. He occasfonally
charters a plane to attend meet-
ings, but prefers to keep a low

In his absence the meeting is
chaired by the faipule, attended
by ctvil servants from Apia and
delegations from each atoll,
Fakaofa, Nukunounonu and
Atafu. On the atolls a council of
elders is also elécted in each

every three years.

adults in the village have
the right to vote, although the
choice of candidates is limited
to the oldest men. The Elders
meet one or two days a week to
discuss village affairs, such as
land rights, fishing times, im-
position of the nightly curfew
and closure of parts of the la-
goon.

In recent years they have
imposed several restrictions for
the ‘general peace’ There are
sanctions against “"disruptive el-
ements,” such as long hair, long
beards and miniskirts, severe
penalties for drunken aggres-
siveness, and I‘Inr:u for the use
of foul language in public.

The nutjmrny nl' the Elders
has been undermined by the
advent of the 20th century.
Young men now learn science at
school and not ancient tradition
and ritual at the Elders’ feet.

Not that graduates from
Western Samoa and Auckland
who join the Public Service
command any more respect. To
date few plans agreed by the
Fono have been implemented in
the villages.

The confusion surrounding
authority ts considerable.
Questions are asked: "Who are
the people who run the govern-
ment of Tokelau as distinct
from the people of Tokelau?”
"What is the difference between
‘politics’ and 'administration,’
which are both covered by the
same Tokelauan word, malo?”

The focus of political dis-
cussion in Tokelau ' i{s not
Western-style democracy, or in-
adequate representation at the
UN, but a more immediate
source of inequality: pay. Both
the Tokelau Public Service and
the village Elders work for the
common good. Why then, it is
asked, are only government
employees salaried?

ANNA BUCKLEY (s a Lnru:lnn
born freelance journalist. For

some time she was based in Port *

Vila, Vanuatw

nels. This expanded capacity

has allowed speciality channels

to pop up in the spectrum of

the remote-control. CNN is an
all-news channel. The Weather

Channel provides continuous

updates on the changes in cli-

matic environment of regions
within and outside the United
States. C-Span dedicates its

entire broadcast on coverage of

Congress, from live Senate de-
bates to taped confirmation
hearings. CNBC is a consumer
information channel. Court TV
is full of trials and legal pro-
ceedings from courts around
the nation. The Sci-fi channel
broadcasts only movies and
drama series dealing with the
future world. Comedy Central is
a channel that transmits stand-
up comedy routines, situation
comedies and anything else that
is considered funny. MTV and
VH-1 are channels that dedicate
most of their programming to
the world music — mainly mu-
sic videos. Finally, there are
home-shopping channels that
give the viewer and avenue to
purchase major items without

ever having to step out of

his/her home. The process is
simple: retaidlers display their

Continued from page 9
wiped out by ‘Indians. The
Spaniards then abandoned the
area for around half a century
— leaving behind .horses and
cattle which were to proliferate
the

In the mid-seventeenth cen-
tury the wealth in livestock
brought new Indian tribes onto
the pampas, such as the flerce
Araucanians from Chile.

Early Spanish settlements
adopted a defensive posture

against [ndians. Outlying prim-

itive forts gave early warning of,
and helped head off, Indian

raids on settlements.

Occasionally punitive expe-
ditions against Indians were
mounted, but with the risk of
leaving settlements undefended.
In 1724, while rural militia pur-
sued raiders, Indians attacked
Buenos Aires {tself.

Spanish strategy with regnrd
to Indians on the Pﬂmm
mained essentially unc
for centurics. hcmmrrﬂ:inllun
with Indians was never seri-
ously considered by
Sparish settlers  in Argenting
There was no long term policy of
offering Indians land, seed and
livestock trade-rights in ex-
change for peace. In fact the re-
verse was true: Peace was often
accompanied by dispossession
of land.

Soon after Argentina’s inde-
pendence in 1816, a land lease
programme to promote frontier
population, together with allot-
ments of livestock to friendly

‘Indlans, was attempted. But
this quickly degenerated into a
huge land grab by powerful
Creole landowners.

Argentina was wracked by
feudal civil wars. Caudillos, as
regional strong-arms were
known, fought each other over
land.

Solving the “Indian problem”
took second place despite the
fact that Indian depredations
took a heavy toll. From 1820 to
1879, Indian raids claimed
50,000 lives, 3,000 houses de-
stroyed and 11 million cattle
driven ofl,

One Caulillo, Juan Manucl
Rosas, was stung by Indian
raids in the southern pampa
which carried off many of his
own cattle. He called for one
last effort to expel Indians for-
ever from the plains. Rosas
freed 634 captive whites and
added thousands of square
miles of grazing land to the na-
tion.

These lands went to powerful
allies rather than the soldiers’

reluctantly pressed into service.
This dﬁpﬂ: the fact that fron-

the

merchandise on TV along with a
phone number. Should the po-
tential buyer like the item, he or
she dials that phone number
and charges the amount on a
credit car. Within a week, the
item is delivered to the pur-
chaser’s door step. These chan-
nels, note sociologist, are
changing the behaviour of
shoppers around the country.
Scholars claim that these chan-
nels are the forerunners of the
future form of the cathode tube:
an interactive one.

Despite the choices pre-
sented through television, there
still seems to be a disgruntled
note coming out of American TV
audiences. Bruce Springsteen, a
music superstar gripes in one of
his songs titled "57 Channels
and nothing on...." He is not the
only one. Hnn}' Americans
complain that there is nothing
worthwhile to watch on televi-

sion. Critics point out that’

American television program-
ming has become very violent,
and lately, very lurid with sex-
ual scenes in almost every pro-
gramme on the air. Educational
documentaries, they claim,
have taken a back-seat to
bloody and torrid shows that
demean the quality of pro-
grammes. Most situation
comedies, some assert, offer
nothing more than slap-stick
humour. Some observers say
that most dramas, especially
those called soap-operas that go
on the air diurnally, are cliched
in format and stereotypical in
nature. Yet others frown that

tier armies lost 50 per cent of
their soldiers who were dead,
wounded, missing or deserted.
Some 10,000 Indians were
pacified with allotments of live-
stock and supplies of the gau-
cho staples of alcohol, tobacco
and Paragua tea. But the
subsidies ended when Rosas
was driven to exile in England.
The Indians took to warfare
again and pushed the [rontier

back.

Indian chicls, or caciques,
could mobilis¢ thonsands of
men. Major lodiam  ralds in
1855 drive while scillers from
the southern countries. Soldiers
sent to fight Indians simply
looted empty settler towns.

Argentines never seriously -
planned to integrate Indians
into “civilised” society.
Defensive strategies kept
Indigns out and offensive
strategies pushed them further
back.

War minister Adelfo Alsina

sent scientific expeditions to
gather intelligence on Indian
territory. Comically, the minfs-
ter's plans and actions were re-

ported in the Buenos Aires
press and were read by chief
Namuncura.

indian chiefs mobilised
5,000 people and in December
1875 mounted the Great
Invasion, killing -3000 people
and driving off 300,000 live-
stock.

 On Alsina’s death, his arch-
critic, Julio Roca, commenced a
two-stage offensive in 1878. The
first stage was successful in
capturing 4,000 Indians — in-
cluding chicfs Pincen, Calricl
and Espumcr — and retricved
150 caplives and 15,000 live-
stock.

The next year, Roca
launched the so-called
Conquest of the Desert. Within
five months he captured five
chiefs and 1,300 fighters. The
fact that double that number of
Indians were killed reveals the
merciless nature of white- *
indian military contacts.

In 1883, Roca declared “wild
Indians have disappeared, with
no danger that they can re-

rm."” But the vastness of the
territory meant some Indians
continued to pose a threat for a
few more years.

Chief Pincen reorganised his
fighters and killed eight and
injured 15 German immigrant
settlers near Trengue Lauguen.
But the end was in sight. In
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Unofficial Groups Highlight
Native Rights

Continued from page 9

At the end of the conference,
brahima Fall, conference secre -
tary, claimed positive consen

sus, but former US president

Jimmy .Carter said that the UN
was almost ietally incapaci-
tated”

Rights Group, said:
useful meeting place for indige-
nous peoples, but it didn't ad-
vance their rights.

Salem Mezhoud, delegate for
Britain s
International [(AS]),

and frustyating

He added: "We lost time and

energy in reconfirming the dec-

laration of 1948. But there was
between many

a new solidarity

different NGCOs, and an arc-

knowledgement by the UN that
economic developmen: is now a

ﬁaﬂ-nundh_zngr

NGOs were not aliowed 1o

in dealing with serious
abuses Alan Phillips, director
of the Londen-based Minority

"It was a

Anti-Slavery
sald the
conference was “disappointing

usc the proceedings to formally
challenge the participating
countries which have criminally
and habitually offended against
the 1948 Declaration.
Controversial proposals for a
high commissioner for the en-

forcemem of human rights and
an international court for the
prosecution of criminal govern-

ments were pul on the back
burner. The hardline Asian
states opted for cosmetic com-

pliance, without responsibility
for tmplementation.

However, it should be re-
called that the 1948 Declaration
was approved by only 50 mem-
bers, excluding China; while the
Vienna Declaration — il agreed
upon — will be approved by 180
members, including China.

And in the meéantime. the
NGOs, whoe don't rely on gov:
ernmept funding. should take
the Dalai Lama s implicit advice
and cooperate to cnforce eco-
nomic, peolitical and moral

sanctions.

AS| and other European
NGOs have already formed the
Alllance for the Rights of
indigenous Peoples (ARIP) [t
demands that members should
control their own resources
without state or international
interference. No products taken
from indigenous lands without
consent should be imported by
the European Community or its
trading partners — the world's
largest trading bloc.

No EC investments should
be made on™unfair terms, and
aid should be withdrawn from
offending states. Some Aaian,
North American and European
NGOs have also cooperated In

MARCUS HARRISON is an
Australian borm writer wheo
specialises on human rights is-

SleEs.

Aborogines Want Their Land Back

Continued from page 9
and come to an understanding.”

However, despite the indige-
nous people's ongoing fight to
regain their land, when It comes
to hard cash, some of the lead-
ers pull no punches about their
priorities. One Aboriginal com-
munity, Jawoyn, recently
warned off the conservation
movement when it clinched a
A$ | -bilion gold mining deal in
the Northern Territory. The
community's leaders said they
would back the company,
Zapopan NL, to mine t land
and would Aght the ecologists in
the "best interests of the
Aboriginal le.”

Tr‘iﬁ Fr;?ﬂd gold mine,
about 300 kilometres south of
Darwin, is belleved to contain
three million ounces of gold.
The project has drawn extreme
eriticism from environmental-
ists. Jawoyn Association execu-
tive officer John Ah Kit said:
“We've walked together with

on a lot of causes. If we

to walk different paths
from here on because we've
made a decision that's in the
best interests of our people who

live in poverty, then we'll box on
with them any time they wish to
enter the fray.”

Only two years ago the
community . successfully
blocked another mining ven-
ture. But this time they have
traded their claim on mineral
rights in exchange for the free-
hold title to 1800 sq. km of
land, including the mtnt site,
and such economic -offs as
jobs, housing and sc ips
for the community's children.

The Year of Indigenous
People got off to a start
when a canteen in
Queensland's Gulf of
Carpentaria was atiacked by
some BOO rioti nes
who with 150,000 cans
of beer. Following the riot the
local airport was closed to stop
further supplies from being
flown In to the community of
1,600,

Minister Tkknerh.:‘:.pdn
from supporting ¢ to
landmark names — said initia-
tives he held for the indigenous
people included the appoint-
ment of a social justice com-

missioner to report on whether
governmentis were honouring
recommendations of the Royal
Commission into Aboriginal
Deaths in Custody and policy
responses by ments to
the High Court decision which
offers Aborigines the chance to
advance land claims.

For the non-indigenous sec-
tor of Australians living in the
Queensland capital of Brisbane,
the withdrawal of a land rights
claim to the city's Central
Business District (CBD) follow-
ing a bitter row between two in-
digenous tribes brought sighs ol
relief.

South East Queensland
Aboriginal and Islander Legal
Service vice-president Sam
Watson, a member of the 300
strong Mununjali tribe, said the
service would not fund a H

#court land rights claim to
Brisbane CBD. The withdrawal
followed an attack by Aboriginal
elder and former Senator Neville
Bonner, leader of the Jagera
tribe. Bonner said under an-
ctent law, Watson would have
been put to death for trying to

grab another tribe’s territory.

Bonner said: "The Jagera
tribe would have gone to court
to challenge Watson's claim to
Jagera country. As leader of the
tribe | told him te back off. This
claim would have caused blood-
shed between tribes.”

While on the surface the
Mununjali-Jagera tribal clash
might not appear to be of much
consequence to non-indigenous
Autralians, it poses the ques-
tion that if massive land rights
were won by the nation's in-
digenous penpk:l would this
lead to a wave of violence?

Australian Aborigines have
been described by an anthro
pologist as being the world's
most primitive surviving race
For a race that had an esti-
mated 400,000 population at
the time of European settle-
ment, that dwind to some
40,000 in the 1950s and now is
estimated at 257,000, The Year
of Indigenous People is surely
yet another challenge.

— GEMINI NEWS
JEFF CURRAN is an Aus
tralian freelance journalist

based in Sydney.

‘talk-shows’ — magazisie pro-

gramme involving gquestions
and answer sessions from the

ts, live audiende and the
moderator — only, offer sensa-
tionalism with topics such as
*Housewives ng Money
from Erotic Vacation®” or
*Abusive Dates” or “People
Reunite with Childhood
Bullies®. Finally, many stations
simply re-broadcast hit shows
in a process called “re-runs”.
Although once the
re-broadcast obviously lacks the
novelty of the programme there-
fore dulls the imagination and
creativity of the viewer signifi-
cantly.

Despite the fact that many
programmes are of poor quality,
it must be noted that there are
some highly acclaimed shows
on TV as well. Publie
Broadcasting Service still airs
some very enlightening pro-
grammes that come in docu-
mentary format. Some dramas
shown on network television
have been critically hafled for
portraying matters of general
concern in an unbiased yet
compelling manner. Many news
programmes, including those
made by CNN, have received
rave reviews for being thorough
in investigative reporting and
candid in critical analysis.
These programmes ensure that
television shows continue to be
a major export overseas for this
country. Television in America,
it must be noted, is not just en-
tertainment, but is a distinct
symbol of this nation.

No Indian Summer in Argentina

January 1885, Chief Valentin
Sayhueque surrendered with
700 men and 2,500 women and
children. The following month
Chiefl Namuncura surrendered,
ending all Invlizin resistanee on
bhe souibern fronticrs

Roei's ollensive strategy and
hard-lin: philosophy towards
the Indians destroyed the
prospects of any Indian role in
the future Argentina. "Break the
spirit of the Indian,” Roca told
his commanders, “"and keep him
full of fear and terror of us.
That way instead of thinking of
invading us he will think only of
fleeing, seeking his salvation in
the depths of the forest.”
Villages were burned and chiefs
together with their women and
children were exiled to Chile.

Of paramount importance
was the use of technology for
subjugation eof Indians.
Railroads moved troops and
supplies, (distance covered rose
[rom seven miles in 1857 to
3,000 by 1885 — built mostly
by the British] and™tHe" Tele-
graph network expanded, Which
supplied timely intelligence of
Indian movements and relayed
military commands.

The people
belong to
the land |

New developments in
firearms, such as six-shooter
pistols and Remington rifles,
turned the tide against the
Indians. Remingtons allowed
commanders o confidently at-
tack Indian groups even when
outnumbered. The acceptable
ratio became one soldier with a
Remington to five Indians.

Despite this, some Indians
were successfully placed into
military service. Those who
were allowed to farm peacefully
did so. Others had established a
cross-border livestock trade
with Indians in Chile. All this
indicates that they could have
been integrated into Argentine
society. But the political’ and
cultural will to do so was ab-
sent.

“We have been the victims of
the greatest genocide in his-
tory,” said a spokesman for an
Indian organisation in Buenos
Aires. “We have suffered devas-
tating economic pillage. we are
discriminated against in eour
own country, evicted from the
land, and deprived of our own
identity. Everywhere Indian cul-

ture is depreciated and
ridiculed.”
FRANK . NOWIKOWSK] (s a

British freelance journalist who
has worked in Europe, Africa
and Lafin America.

=
Tamizuddin Khan

Confinued from page 10
for him to attend these institu-
tons when my maternal grand-
father, whe had met my father
atl a railway station, dectded to
bear his educational expenses.
He married my mother when he
was barely nineteen. The bride
remained in her [ather's house
till my father's education was

completed. He took his M A and
law degrees from the U
ol Calcutta. Twe &Hm

published by him cannot be
traced. | came to know of them
from the obituaries published in
the New York Times and Time of

London.



