District roundup

NARAYNAGANJ
orrenti

rains
cripple
public life

Aug 26 : Torrential rains
crippled public life in the port

town Monday, UNB.
Low-lying areas of the town
went under waist-deep water as

heavy downpuur red by
active low mnﬂnm nine
hours since

Water ente 'I‘.I'.ltlhnpiuﬂ

" houses and different
areas of the town including

Nandipara, Dewhbog, Baburail,
Il.m"n.'ll. Bh Bépari-
Amlapara,

t‘:huhnrl Masuapar and

hm-—m as the

mmm:mﬂumm
submerged. The roads which
went up to waist-deep water are
. hu , Shura-

hy road, SM road,
road and Nitaigan|

the shops and markets
remained shuttered due to the
incessant rain which started at
6.30 am and continued till 3.30

_glnn and parts of .&rnihnju:r
arca were inundated by rain
waler,

GAZIPUR
Increase In
unregistered

. marriages

Aul 26 : Marriages in the
rural arcas of the district
continue to remain unregistered

wives to maltreatment
and persecution including
divorce, reports UNB.

According to a survey
conducted by a non- =r|tr
organisation only, 10 per cent o
the total marriages are being
‘registered in the district that
are also in ur. n ar~a. W]

and ignoranc.
'mrdm:n.t{ are said to be the
main reasons of the
unregistered marriages.

The survey report said in
some unions among a large
number of people only a fax
have registered marriages.

There are only 25 recognised
marriage registrars
thanas of the district although
as many as hundred marriage

et

Every year about 2]1,000"
marriages arc conducted in the
district of which anly 3000
marriages are registered, the

report said.
SHERPUR
Two killed
in road
accidents

Aug 26: Two persons a

minor girl and an old woman
died in two separate road

accidents in Jhenaigat thana

recently, BSS.

One minor girl, Ashia
Khatun (5) daughter of Adhu
Mia of village Mai Wi

run over by a truck on the

Sherpur Jhenaigat road. She
died on the spot.

Jhulu Mau (80) of village

wnnlﬂtbyltnmkﬂ
Bazar road under

Jl'mlthnnn.!ludhdhter
le of the area put up

on the moad as a mark of

protest against the accident.
Vehicular traffic was suspended
for some time due Lo the
obstruction put up.

Cases have been registered

pelice
in connection with

with the respective
stations

there accidents.
RAJSHAHI

12 lakh acres
under aman

cultivation

26: Twelve lakh acres of
land been brought under
aman cultivation in Barind
region during the current
SCABON.

The Executive Director of

Barind Multi Develo-
pment Authority (BMDA)
Asaduzzaman told BSS that the
autherity had taken qu_-
extensive measure o p
irrigation facilities for the
Barind region. He said that over
four thousand onc hundred
Deep and six thousand shallow
tubewells had already becen
installed to extend the brrigation
in the farm land. Zaman
said that the t had
-mthnnl taka sixty crore to
the BMDA during the current
fiscal year for the imple-
mentation of various develo-
work.
With this amount the
authority would undertake
work like con-

twelve lakh various sapil
the current cou

tree programme in
the Bartnd region.

BARISAL

Construction
of 20 bridges
completed

Aug 26: Local Government
Engineering Department com-
pleted 20 bridge at a
cost of Taka 37,008,618 in
Barisal district dug the last
fiscal year, reports b

The project covered repair
and reconstruction of bridge in
various thanas of the d
Besides, reconstruction 'and

repair wark on another nine
projects at a cost of Taka
28,86,917 have been pro-

gressing.
TANGAIL

road.

in six

offices I:I'Eﬂ'miﬂ the

‘No alternative
to education’

Aug 26: State Minister for
Relief Lutfor Rahman Khan has
said that the present gover-
nment has given the education
sector topmost priority, reports
BSS. .

With that end in view it had
allotted highest budget alloca-
tion in education sector he
added.

He said the government has |

also taken up a plan to
establish primary schools in
villages of the country under
compulsory primary education

p !

The state
addressing a
Ghatail . Kamalapara Primary
School premises in Tangail on
the occasion of inauguration of
the new building of the school
recently.

He said, there is no
alternative to education for
leading the nntinna] towards
prosperity. person cannot
realise hiu ﬂght without
education”, he added. The state
minister put emphasis on
imparting tl:chnical education
to the students.

GAIBANDHA
3 commit
suicide, one

electrocuted
Aug 26 !

minister was

A housewiflc

allegedly committed suicide at
Chackmumudpur village of

Sadar thana in the district on
Sunday night, reports UNB.
The dead was identified as

Sufiya Khatun (40), wife. of
211 Khoka Miah of the village.
fiya Khatun, mother of 1

- =~Pm
five children, took her life by

hanging herself from the roof of

her husband's house.
Family sources said she
committed suicide as a sequel

to family feuds. The body was °

sent to e for autopsy and
a casc has been filed with the
local .

Another message form
Satkhira adds: One Kohinoor
(14) of Ba and another

woman wife of Abdul Hamid of

Beharinagar in sadar thana
allegedly committed suicide
recently by taking endrin.

Family sources said they
committed
family feuds. The bodies were
sent to morgue for autopsy and
two separate unnatural death
cascs were filed with the police.

In another incident a man
was clectrocuted at Kaikhali
villa in Sadar thana on
Su evening while working
in a construction side.

The dead, identified as
Abdus Satter (32), a day
labourer was clectrocuted when
he touched a live electric wire.

KUSHTIA
Eid-E-Miladun
Nabi to be
observed

Aug 26: A 356
committed was formed here to
observe the Eid-E-Miladun Nabi
in a befitting manner, reports
BSS.

The commitiee was formed
in a meeting held at the
chamber of the Deputy Com-
missioner recently with the
Deputy Commissfoner in the
chair.

The meeting was attended
among others by Najmus
Selehin, Principal Kushtia
Islamia C ., Maulana Yakub
Ali , Imam of Borojame Mosque
and Md Sahamsur Rahman,
Principal Kushita Polytechnic
Institute.

NAOGAON

2 killed, 12
wounded in

gun battle

n battle between the rival

of villagers in Nfamatpur

thana of the district gn Satu-

. reports UNB.

said the gun balitle

ensued over the posscssion of a

disputed land killing Zillur

Rahman (26) and Mozaharul
Isiam 139 on the spat.

The injured were admitted to |

local hospital. Police arrested a
man with a gun. A case has
h-n filed with the local police.

public meeting at’

suicide following

member

FIEH]HG DURING RAINY SEASDN h grnup nf wliﬂgers is ﬁshmg m a field so that maximum number can be caught

— Photo by A.K.M Mohsin

SYLHET, Aug 26: Distrib-
ution target of agricultural
loans under the Special
Agricultural Credit Programme |
SACP) has failed in the Sylhet
district during the last season.

According to reports, a total
of Taka 70 lakh 30 thousand
was sanctioned. by the govern-
ment for distribution among the
farmers in 1] thanas of the
district.

Of the total amount, only
Taka 38 lakh 23 thousand was
disbursed during the season in
the distrigt.

Of this, Sondli Bank dis-
bursed Taka 1 lakh 41 thou-
sand against its sanctioned
amount of Taka 2 lakh, Janata
Bank disbursed Taka 5 lakh 75
thousand against its target of
Taka 8B lakh, Bangladesh Krishi
Bank gave Taka 22 lakh 51
thousand against their target of
Taka 30 lakh, Agrani Bank gave
Taka 8 lakh 51 thousand
against their target of Taka 16
lakh and the Rupali Bank dis-
bursed Taka 5 lakh against its
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Banks fail agri-loan
disbursement target

From OQur Correspondent

sand.

It can be mentioned heu
that Agrani Bank [ Western
Zone) failed to disburse any
amount though it had sanc-
tioned amount of Taka. 8 lakh
BO. thousand to be disbursed
among the farmers.

Many poor and marginal
farmers deprived of the loans
after submission of necessary
papers. Officials and
of the bank branches in the re-
mote areas do not give proper
attention to the marginal and
poor farmers. But a section of
influential people in the villages
were getting the loans with
nominal papers, it is learnt.

It is gathered that the bank
branches do not disburse loans
among the marginal [armers
and as a result they are losing
their interest.

The TB patients are increas-
ing everyday in the district. It is
reporied that tuberculosis pa-
ticnts of the district are nol get-
ting proper treatment at the TB
clinic.

of eight villages in Bera thana ol
the ' district were renderecd

Ramgzan Ali (6), son of Mizanur
Rahman of Dalarchar village in
Bera thana of the district. ;
About 11,000 people of 13
villages were marooned and
standing crops on 9,000 acres
of land and 222 kutcha houses
in the six thanas of the district
were during the 24
hours, district administration

sources said.
With this, a tn‘t.ll of 22,000

people of 55 villages were ma-
rooned and standing crops on

ingast three days.

The newly inundated villages
are : Sardirajpur, Chargoshpur,
Charhemayetpur and Ran-
inagar in Sadar thana;
Mollarhat in Sujanagar thana;
Sarishaganj. Haklmpur.h Pai-
kerhat in era thana;
Majhipara in BEnn;nrl thana;
Diargani and Srabantipur in

21,000 acres of lands and 576 .-
«'Hihatehed houses wére-damaged~ _ o
iff the six thanas of the distriet”

el

Fresh flood in Pabna, Manikganj, Hatiya

’ thana and ur

Itﬂ Dhabalhat in Charmoahar
thana.

Besides, two culverts, one on

Masumdia-Dalarchar road in

Bera thana and the other on
Demra-Faridpur read, were

due to torrential rain
in last 24 hours.

The Nagarbari Ferry Ghat
and Koitola Power Station in
Bera thana, built at a cost of
Taka 400 crore last year, were
threatened to be washed away
by surging flood waters.

Meanwhile, the water level of
the Jamuna swelled by 6 cm
and the river was 19 em
above the danger mark at
Nagarbari point while the
Padma rosc by 13 ¢cm and was
flowing 12 cm below the
level at Hardinge Bridge point in
last 24 hours.

Another report said : Three
people were killed by lightning
in a primary school in Bera
thana of the district on Tuesday

morning.
ﬁcti:m m:n: ntified
Hatecm

Sﬂdl:f Hﬁt Kazirhat village in
Bera thana and Mozam Sarker
(28] of Dhanbari village in
Sujanagar thana of the dillrtt

They were struck by the
thunderbolt when they took
shelter at Azimpur Primary

School building in Bera thana

dm{ng rains.
A report from Manikgan)

says : The overall flood situation
in the district deteriorated fur-
ther on Saturday with the in-
undation of fresh areas follow-
ing incessant rhonsoon rains.
~ The affected thanas lrl: :
thlhmﬂaﬂmr“rtlr
mh;DnI.lhthJrn Saturia.

" that

*The river Kali
swelled by two cm!i:n ast 24

hours flowing above the danger
mark at Taraghat point sub-

merged new areas of Saturia
. and sadar thanas.

Water Development Board
sources said two children
drowned in Daulatpur thana
and mardoned at least 17,000

.+ in four unions of the thana.

Room
" 14,254

District Control
seurces said about

. kutcha houses in the aflected

unions were damaged and
7,669 houses partially dam-

About 25,000, people were
rendercd shelterless and crops
on 24,000 acres of lands were

damaged by the floods.
Meanwhile, the water fevel in

_ the river Jamuna fell by 2 em al
" Aricha Ghat point, but it was
still Nlowing abovg the danger
level.

Shortage of food and pure
drinking water were reporied
,from the flood affected arcas.

Local MP Harunur Rashid
Khan visited the affected argas
of Shivalaya thana and dis-
tributed relief lpndl including

Hundreds of people marooned, crops
on acres of land damaged

cash among the flood victims.
BSS reports from Jamalpur
says : A discussion meeting on
the Flood Action Programme
(FAP) and Jamalpur Pilot
Project was held at the local
public hall under the auspices
of the ADAB. .

Speakers at the meeting
stressed the need for dreading
the rivers in the district as well
‘as for construction of the em-
bankment to provide flood pro-
tectton for the district.

It was addressed among
others by Abul Kalam Azad MT.
Begum Matia Chowdhury MP.
Rafiqul Bari Chowdhury, Ex-
ecutive Engincer and local
political leaders of BNP and the
Awami League,

Another report [rom Hatiya
adds : Heavy rains and tidal
surges washed away embank-
ment in Harni Chanadi union
and caused flood situation in
the area during the last few
days.

The flood submerged stand-
ing Aus erops on large area and
rendered hundreds of people
homeless.

The Chairman of the union
parishad said that the people of
the area had been passing their
days in extreme hardship. He
urged the government to take
measures for repairing the em-
bankment and rushing relief

malerials for the affected peo-
pl\:

target of Taka 5 lakh 50 thou-

JAMALPUR, Aug 26: About
100 villages of 15 unforns under
sadar thana still have no elec-
tricity which is very essential for
irrigations and industrialisa-
tion.

The IRRI-boro cultivation,
the main crop of the sadar
thana including other areas of
the district need continuous ir-
ml.ncal people said that due to
absence of power supply they
are to use fuel for running their
shallow and deep tubewells.

The formers informed that
sho of oil and its exorbi-
tant p had been hampering
irrigation activities.

Family welfare centres have
been set up in these areas with
modern equipment which can
not be npcrattd without power
supply.
Cultiﬂltinn of perishable
crops like onion and ginzer fac-
ing set back in the absence of
preservation facilities.
The inhabitants of the arcas
have urged the Rural Elec-
trification Board (REB) to take
steps in extending ?Hu' supply
or

to the areas raising
agricultur:t and industrial nut—

put.

A discussion meeting on the
"Flood Action” plan was held al
local public hall here recently.
The discussion meeting was
organised by Association Deve-
lopment Agencies of Bangladesh
(ADAB) with its chairperson
Khushi Kabir in the chair while
it was addressed among other

Power supply needed for
overall development

From Our Correspondent

by ADC General Hamidur
Rahman Khan, FPCO Chief
Mainuddin Nasir, Abul Kalam
Azad MP, Shah Rafiqul Bari MP,

Motiya Chowdhury MP, Jamal-
pur pourashava chairman

/Faizur Rahman, district BNP

president SM Khairul Bashar
Chisty and others,

It can be mentioned here
that Jamalpur is a flood-hit

area in the country. Every year
onrush hilly flood waters hit

Jamalpur district and loss huge

Tl'n:l.pﬂhl:nltthcmurﬂl'
urged to the concerned higher

authority implement the plan
without further delay.

Students
assault TNO

SIRAJGANJ, Aug 26: A
up of local students as-
saulted Shahjadpur Thana
Nirbahi Officer and ransacked
hie office following a brawl on

Saturday, reports UNB.,
Shabjadpur pelice said three

students had an exchange of

hot words with the TNO when

they met with him at his office
at 10.30 in the morning.

Later at noon, t came
back along with some stu-
dents of Shahjadpur Govern-

ment College and attacked his
office and assaulted TNO

Emdadul Hagq. Windowpanse,
door and furniture of the office

SATKIIRA, Aug 26: The
anti-smuggling drive has becen
geared up in the bordering ar-

. cas of the distriet duﬂng the
last few months.

Smuggled s worth Taka
5,41,91,922 were recovered by
the Jawans of 35 Rifles Batta-
lon posted at Satkhira during
the last seven months.

During the period from
January ‘93 to July '93, the
BDR Jawans also arrested 121
alleged smugglers and 83 cares
were lodged with different police
stations.

According to local BDR
SOUrCes, S s worth
Taka 48)07891 were recovered
while being smuggled into
HBangladesh from India and
Taka 608403] goods were re-
covered while being smuggled
out of the country. When con-
| tacted, some residents residing
at the bordering areas of the
district told this Correspondent

that smuggling has been de-
creased by 80 per cent during
the last scven months.

The loeal BDR authority has
ecarcd up anti-smuggling drives

From Our Correspondent

in the bordering areas and
smuggled has decreased con-

siderably, they informed.

Bus journey has become
hazardous in all fhe lights
routes in Satkhira district duc
to manifold problems and dilap-
idated road conditions.

The routes are : Satkhira-
Jessore via Navaran, Satkhira-
Khulna, Satkhira- Assassuni,
Satkhira-Kaliganj, Satkhira-
Munshigonj, Satkhira-Bhomra,
Satkhira -Baikart and Satkhira
-Tala.

Road communication is vital
in the district due to absence of
riverine routes and thousands
of people no other alternative
but to avail bus services. Train
service is totally absent in the
district.

A number of tragic road ac-
cidents have taken place in
thesc roules and nothing is
done from any quarters o stop
these accidents. Narrow roads
with dilches and holes presence
of hats, bazars on roads sides
reckless driving., over taking
and grazing of cattle on the
roads and highways arc mainly

Tk 5.42cr smuggled goods seized

responsible for these accidents.
It is informed that the role of
BRTA officials of the district are
also responsible for road acci-
dents lo a great extend., Mech-

nirai d“mnﬁ
um:-q nrr: M to ply on

roads under special arrange-
ments between the owner's and
the BRTA olficials.

According to a survey, at
least 35 persons were killed and
several hundreds were injured
in road accidents during the
month of January's 93 to
August 15 '93 last on differcnt
routes of the district.

Overloading is another causc
of road accidents. Most of the

buses ply on the roads over-

" joaded with passengers both

inside and on roof tops. When
the buses give passage to an-
other vehicle coming form oppo-
site direction, the bus has to go
olf the road and turns turtle
due to the excess load..Even
commodities, poultry birds,
fruits and goats are being car-
ried inside the bus causing un-
told sufferings to the passen-
dors.
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SYLHET: The staff of the local unit of Ke
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among the flood victims of Sathpur area of the district recently.
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Notes From

Chandpur
. From Our Correspondent

CHANDPUR, Aug 26: The

law and order situation has im-

proved in Chandpur due to
stringent measures taken by

the law enforcing agency
hw-nﬂnrder

The mon
meeting was held at Deputy
Commissioner's room with Md.
Yakub Ali in the chair.

The meeting disclosed that
steps are being taken to
crime activities and
a::tl-::fm mn::h:g stressed
the or 's co-opera-
tion to mai:tpmcrlntp s and other
anlisocial activities in the dis-
trict.

Diarrhoea claims 30

Diarrhoca has claimed thirty
lives during the last one month
in the district. Aboul 3,000
people have been suffering
from diarrhoea, mostly in the

| rural areas.

Abeout fifty medical teams are
working in the aflected areas lo
check the diarrhoca disease.
The badly affected thanas are :

Chandpur, Matlab, Farid-
ganj,and Haziganj.
Cattle, poultry
diseases

Discases of catlle and poul-
try have broken out at diflerent
arcas ol Chandpur district. It is
reported that about 100 cattle

'ris during the last few
:.uunli"\e‘;l [ksukn about 1,000

pouliry birds died of diflcrent
discases. It is also reported that
callle and poultry vaccines arc
nol available at the veterinary
hospitals.

Unauthorised
power consumption

Unauthorised consumption
of power has become rampani
throughout the district causing
sysicm loss and trrt.'gullr sup-

of power,

Pf!t is reported that there were
about 2,000 unauthorised clec-
tric lines in seven th.n:f. Fl;;;l
mumnicipality. A section
mecn are im?uhud in such ilegal
activity. On the other hand, a
number of electricity consumers
complained that they are net
getting their clectricity bills
regularly and often metre read-
ings show abnormal high fg-

. anes.

MﬁD ’LRH"LR A huﬂdmg hnuw mn f%hlhch ar thana of the
district may be devoured by the erosion of the river Padma.
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BARGUNA, Aug 26: The
number of landless and unem-

Landless, jobless on rise
From Our Correspondent

landless and unemployed peo-
ple

:lmtht} report adds: The

ployed people is on increase in
all the five thlnu of the dhr
trict.

According to a survey con-
ducted by local leaders and
journalists, there are seven lakh
in the district. Of the total, 75
per cent depend on agriculture,
15 per cent on different types of
occupations and the rest 10 per
cent are unempiloyed.

Among the farmers, 60 per
cent are landless, 20 per cent
and the rest of 20 per
cent have some lands, of their
oW, -

The survey report said, river
erosion, shortfall of foodgrains,
flash flood and other natural
calamities were the main
causes for increasing landless-

ness e
The zrmrr- having a few

acres of land can not cope with
the rising prices of agricuitural
inputs, They to berrow money
from the local money, lenders at
a high rate of interest for liveli-

The farmers l: also de-
prived of fair price of their pro-
duce in the local markets. The
poor farmers are not getting ir-
facilities ds they can
not pay the cosi.

The
social reveals that social unrest
and unlawful activities are also

on rise with the increases of

parking of vehicles at the busy
areas and occupation of foet-
pnth:by:mﬂtr.dtnm

traffic jams and obstructing the
movement of

to a
sources, 10,000 r:;hh-;
having valid licence on
roads. But the actual number of
rickshaws would be more than
double. &
city centre s
situation even worse. Besides,
lack of traffic knowledge of rick-
shawpullers multipllﬂ the

Woman beaten
to death

EIW]HAHH.MHH. 5\1
nwre
tn vnl when s pmhﬂtﬂ

spraying of tubc weﬂ water al
her by a girl at Nidarabad vil-
lage in Sadar thun-; police said
Mouday, reports UND.
Wiﬁmaws said the girls,
Sharuja Begum of the spread
waler at victilm Menawara (58)
while she was returning to her
house with tubcwell watcr, As a
result a guarrcl ensurcd and
Monawara was beaten up mer-
cilessly. Later she succumbed

on August 132.



