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AL presidium
meets tomorrow

A meeting of the Awami
League presidium will be heid
tomorrow at 29 Minto Road at
}1 am with party president
Sheikh Hasina ts Lhe chair
Members of the party’s advisory
council will alse be present in
the meeting, reports UNDB.

BNP bodies
meet today

A meeting of the entertain-
ment sub-committee of BNP's
national council preparatory
commitiee will be held at the

to attend the meeting The
ment sub-commiticve

will also meet today at 4.30 pm

atl Sugandha Dhaka city unit of

Jube Dal will hold

Six dacoits held
in B'baria

BRAHMANBARIA, Aug 26

Police arrested six dacoits with
arms and, ammunition from
Kulikunda Bazar in Nasirmagar

thana of the district today
Acting on a tip off, police raided

the area and nabbed therm while

for com-

th.- were

Babangida steps down

leaving Lagos tense

ABUJA, Aug 26: Nigerian
military leader Ibrahim
Babangida stepped down today
after eight years in power and
industrialist Emest Shonekan
was sworn in as head of in-

terim AFP,
Shonekan's nomination was

announced earlier by a member
of the Transitional Council al-
ter a farewell military parade in
Babangida's honour.

Shonekan was sworn in by
Chiefl Justice Mohammed Bello
at a ceremony in the presiden-
tial villa in the capital Abuja.

General Sani Abacha was
sworn in as defence secretary in
the interim government and
businessman Don Ete Bet as

new oil secretary.

The other members of the
18-person transitional govern-
ment were not yet known.

Shonekan, 57, who studied
law in Britain, was chairman of
the United Africa Company
(UAC), black Africa’'s biggest
private firm. He has chaired
the Transition Council since

Jdast January.

The interim government is
expected to rule until the end of
1994 then hand over power
to an e civiian adminis-
tration, it was announced here
earlier.

President Ibrahim Babangida

- said in a speech prepared for

broadcast to the nation later to-
day that he and hii top generals
were stepping down after eight

years in power.

He said they were leaving
the interim administration to
complete his promised transi-
tion to civilian rule.

The parade got underway in
the presence of Babangida, his
family and senior military offi-
cials.

Junta critics accuse the mili-
tary of wanting to cling to power
by behind-the-stenes manipu-
lation of the interim administra-
tion.

Babangida had repeatedly
pledged to step down by Friday,
the eighth anniversary of his
accession in a bloodless coup.

Some 60 diplomats arrived
from Lagos aboard a special
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begins today

Star Report

The much talked about
National Grand Convention
(NGC) sponsored by Dr Kamal
Hossain and his political allies
begins at 9:30 this moming at
the Institute of Engineers.

The three-day affair will
adopt a docyment containing
guidelines and programmes on
national issues for a new politi-
cal party which is expected to
be launched.

Over 5000 delegates and ob-
servers from all over the coun-
try have already registered for
the convention. Dr Kamal's fol-
lowers in the Awami League (AL)
and leaders and activists from a
number of other parties will as-
semble at the venue today.

The Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB-reformist), the
National Awami Party (NAP), the
JSD (Siraj) and the Gano Azadi
League will attend the NGC of-
ficially while some leading
political workers, particularly
from the district units of the
Canatantri Party, the JSD (Inu)

and the BSD will :uso partici-
pate.

The NGC organi sers said the
convention will be inaugurated
with a welcome adclress from Dr
Kamal Hossain, the convenor of
the preparatory coimmittee.

Begum Sufia Kiamal, Justice
Debesh Bhattacharya, Dr
Mohammad Yunus of the
Grameen Bank and National
Professor Abdur [lazzaque are
among the luminaires invited to
speak at the opening session
while Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, Oppeosition leader
Sheikh Hasina and leaders of
other pro-Liberation political

have also b een invited.

During the first working ses-
sion, which begins at 2:30 pm,
representatives firom profes-
sional groups and organisations
will speak expressing their soli-
darity with the delegates.
Leaders of the parties joining
the convention will also address
the gathering.
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BNP standing body

okays S(G's report

By Staff Correspondent

The ruling Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party (BNP) will appeal
to all the opposition political
parties to help consolidate the
nascent democracy in the

country.

This call will be included as
one of the political resolutions
of the party's national council
Sept 1-2 next. The draft of the
resolutions was finalised at a
meeting of the national stand-
ing committee held at Suga-
ndha with party chairperson
Begum Khaleda Zia in the chair
last night.

The powerful 15-member
committee alse approved the
report of the Sdcrelary General
fore the
councillors,

The report emphasises on
materialisation of the 19-point
programmes of late President
Ziaur Rahman and the ‘dal-

bhat' slogan of Begum Zia.
Standing committee mem-
bers Abdus Salam Talukder,

Chowdhury Tanvir Ahmed Si-
ddiqui, Nazmul Huda. Rafiqul

were present, amon g others, in
the meeting,

Meanwhile, the warious cul-
tural programmes planned in
connection with the council
were finalised Wednesday,

On Se ber 1, a one-and-
a-half hour cultural function
will be held at the Sugandha
office of the Prime Minister for
the councillors and foreign
guests starting at 9 pm. Noted
singer Runa Laila will be one of
the star attractions.

Singers of the Jattyatabadi
Samajik Sanskritik Sangstha
WASSAS), the BNP's cultural
front, will render a song written
‘by former state ministersfor
Establishment Nurul Huda and
dedicated to late President
Ziaur Rahman just before the
start of the business session.

Begum Zia will inaugurate a
three-day photo exhibition’ at
the Shilpakala Academy on Aug
28. A cultural soiree will be or-
ganised the following day.

The three-day pre-councial

rogramme will be rounded off
with a milad at the mazar of

mitting a

acofty, reports UNDB.

US sanctions

WASHINGTON, Aug 26: The
United States applied limited
sanctions against China and
Pakistan on Wednesday alter
concluding that China had sold
missile technology to Pakistan
in violation of an International
arms control agreement, reports
AP.

The move constituted an-
other setback to US-Chinese
relations, which have been
plagued by differences over
human rights and China's
WEAPONS eXporis.

State Department spokes-
man Mike McCurry said the
sanction bans the sale of
sensitive high technology
equipment to the Chinese enti-
ties responsible for the sale to
Pakistan. e

“It's our estimaie that some-
where between 400 million dol-
jars and 500 million dollars
year of commercial activity will

be affected by the sanctions
that are imposed today,” he
said. Those figures are less than
10 per cent of US exports to
China last year. The impact on
trade with Pakistan is expected
to be minimal.

Al issue is US evidence sug-
gesting that China transferred
to Pakistan technology for the
M-11 surface-to-surface mis-
sile, the export of which vio-
lates the Missile Technology
Control Regime.

China has denied selling the
weapons to Pakistan. In Pa-
kistan, a Foreign Ministry
spokesman Munir Akram said
Wednesday that Pakistan
bought - short-range missiles
from China, but not the M-11s.
He did not address the question
whether Pakistan had bought
M-11 missile technology .

Pakistan already is prohib-
ited from recetving most US aid

because of a US law that bars
aid to countries developing a
nuclear weapon.

US officials said part of the
case against the two countries
was based on satellite pho-
tographs of a Chinese shipment
which arrived last year at the
Pakistani port of Karachi.

Lynn Davis, undersecretary
of state for international secu-
rity, informed the Chinese and
Pakistani ambassadors of the
US decision Wednesday morn-
ing,

Reuter adds: Beijing re-
sponded angrily today to
Washington's imposition of new
economic sanctions on China
for its alleged global arms con-
trol violations, calling the US
action absolutely unjustifiable.

Senior Pakistani officials
were unavallable for comment

third morming.

2 Filipino crew
in police remand

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 26: The
two Filipinos caught with 1500
tola of smuggled gold worth Tk
one crore by the security per-
sonnel of Chittagong Port Wed-
nesday night were-sent to police
remand by a court here.

The two nationals of the
Philippines, identified as Jona-
than A Tubang and Wilfredo M
Roseles, were the crew of MV
Meng Lee, a Singapore flag-
carrier container feeder vessel,
which arrived here at 6 pm
Wednesday at Jetty No. 12 with
general import cargo, port
sources said.

The ship, ecaptained by
Nelson Escobin, has 24 crew,
all of them Filipinos, its local
agent Aquamarine Limited said.

The port security stafl chal-
lenged the two sailors at the
port's Gate No 5 when they at-
tempted to go outside after ob-
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Abdel R

Omar Abdel-Rahman, the
biind Egyptian Islamic funda-
mentalist leader. — AFP photo

NEW YORK, Aug 26: A radi-
cal Muslim cleric was the guid
ing hand behind a terrorist or-
ganisation that bombed the
World Trade Center, plotied to
blow up other New York land
marks and planned a host of
other violent acts, prosecutors
say, reports AP,

Sheik Omar Abdel-Rahman
was accused in a federal in-
dictment Wednesday along with
|4 followers of conspiring to
wage a "war of urban terrorism
against the Unfted States.”

Various defendants were
also implicated in the 19890
slaying of militant Rabbi Meir
Kahane, plans to attack US
military sites and kill FBI
agegts, and a conspiracy to as-
sassinate Egyptian President
Hoani Mubarak.

The indictment marks the
first time federal prosecutors
have linked those alleged plots.

Rather than being charged
with any specific act. the 55
year old blind Egyptian cleric

was charged under a rarely
used sedition law as the leader
of a conspiracy who was
"consulted in pursuing and
planning bombings. murders
and other acts of terrorism.”
The indéictment said Abdel
Rahman “provided instruction
regarding whether particular

FAYOUM (Egypt), Aug 26:
Egyptian followers of Abdel-
Rahman threatened Thursday

to strike American targets if

any harm comes to the clerie,
accused of ordering terrorist
acts in the United States,

reports AP.

acts of terrorism were permissi-
ble or forbidden, served as a
mediator of disputes among
members of Lhe organisation
and undertook to protect the
organisation from infiltration by
law enforcement authorities.”
The Sheik, known for his
flery Islamic sermons, has de
nounced the Trade Center at

hman 'led war against Uus'

tack and the alleged bombing
plot, and denied any involve:

menl.
All of the defendants were Lo

be arraigned later Thursday.
The indictment had been
promised a month ago by pros-
ecutors who were transcribing
hundreds of hours of recordings
captured by a government in-
[ormant who had become a
confidant of Abdel- Rahman.

Where Lhe governmenl saw a
vast and complex terrorist plot,
defence lawyers saw a case of
paranoia.

“This is the closest I've ever
seen 1o using the criminal jus-
tice sysiem to indict a religious
group for religious teaching.”
said one defence attorney, Ron
Kuby, "That kind of action

a much greater threat to
democracy than the people who
throw the bombs.”

Abdel Ralman has been in
federal custody since July 2.
fighting deportation to Egypt.

ruling Bangladesh Nationalist Party's national council on Sept 1. —Star photo é:;hm:?mri:;?ﬁ ﬁ;l:}urnﬂaamhﬁ:; ZE’““" |gﬂ1’ﬂ’ near the
i Gold haul in Ctg '
Pakistan also comes under Khaleda urges FFs

Serve nation with spirit
of Liberation War

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday asked
the freedom fighters to lend a
hand to the government's devel-
opment effarts aimed at the so-
cio-economic emancipation of
the people, reports UNB.

"With the same spirit that
you fought the Liberation War,
you have to take up the re-
sponsibility of implementing the
development programmes
aimed at the people's welfare,”
she said.

Begum Zia was addressing
the inaugural session of the
two-day Jatiya Protinidhi Sam-
melan '93 (National Represen-
tatives' Conference] of the
Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi Muk-
tijoddha Dal at the Shilpakala
Academy yesterday morning.

The Jatiyatabadi Muktijod-
dha Dal, formed last year, was

Thursday formally made a front
organisation of the ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP).

Begum Zia said the post-in-
dependence government had
failed to fulfil the dreams for
which the Liberation War was

fought.
"We did not fight the
Liberation War for merely a flag.

It was aimed at ensuring socio-
economic development as well
as democratic and political
rights of the people,” she added,
The face of the country could
have been changed if the post-
independence government had
utilised the services of the free-
dom fighters and properly reha-
bilitated them, she pointed out.
The Prime Minister said
Shaheed President Ziaur
See Page 12 Col 7

sumraons
JS se:ssion
SP.:pt 12

By Sta.ff Correspondent

Presirient Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday summoned
the Jatlya Sangsad to session
on S¢ptember 12 at 4:30 pm.

It will be the ] 1th session of
the country's fifth Parliament.

According to a press release
of the Parliament Secretariat,
the notice office of the secre-
tariat would be kept open from
9:00 am to 12:00 noon today for
the convenience of the
Perliament members.,

Meanwhile, Speaker Shaikh
Rzwzzagque Ali, who is now in
Britain for medical treatment, is
likely to return home by August
31, his family sources said.

The Speaker was scheduled
tor attend a conference of the
International Parliamentary
Union (IPU) to be held in
Cyprus in the first week of
September. He has already can-
celled the programme to return
home soon, sources close to the

Speaker's family told The Daily

Star last night.

Anniversary
of Nazrul's
death today

By Staff Correspondent

b relnaibs! -pestikost
death P
Nazrul Islam will be observed
across the country today with
due solemnity.

Wreaths will be placed and
fateha offered at the mazar of
the rebel poet near the Dhaka
Untversity Central Mosque early
in the morning. Discussions on
the life and works of the poet
and cultural functions based on
his works will also be organised
at different parts of the country,
including the capital.

Various political and socio-
cultural organisations have
drawn up programmes on this
occasion. .
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Major changes
in NBR

By Staff Correspondent
There have been some major
administrative changes in the
Mational Board of Revenue
INBR).

Nasiruddin Ahmed has been
appointed Member, (Customs),
Saifur Rahman Khan, Member,
(VAT), Golam Sarwar, Member,
(Appeal and Revision) and Kazi
Anwar Hussain, Member (Co-
Ordination). MSI Chowdhury
who was the Member, VAT, has
been appointed Member,
Administration.

Earlier two members —
Abdul Latil Sikder and GM
Rahman — were appointed

0SDs while another — Mujibur

Rahman — was sent on retire-
me

Finance Minister Saifur
Rahman and Mujibur Rahman
Khan, State Minister for
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