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Kamal Hossain Explains the Reasons for his Latest Political Move

R Kamal Hossain has

the rare ability of being

articulate and evasive at
the same time. Whether it
comes from his training as a
politician or his expertise as an
eminent lawyer, with a brilltant
academic credentials, is ly
a matter of speculation, but
perhaps a little immaterial.
What is of immediate impor-
tance is that having been on the
sidelines of the politics of the
opposition Awami League (AL),
especially in its decision-mak-
ing system, Hossain has
emerged on the scene, captur-
ing the limelight, {f not exactly
laking the centre stage.

During his 90-minute con-

. yersation with The Daily Star,
Mhe 56-year old, Oxford-edu-
cated lawyer spoke with confi-
dence, but it did not ebscure
his reluctance to make clear-cut
statements on his future objec-
tives, Here, his political training
probably guided his responses.
Among many of his achieve-
ments, Kamal — as he is called
in the media — had been re-
sponsible for drafting the
Constitution of Bangladesh in
1972 and then successively
serving as Ministers for Law,
Foreign Affairs and Petroleum
and Minerals,

Where Hossain was totally
unambiguous was in his
scathing criticisms of the fajlure
‘of the system, of the erosion of
hopes raised by the introduc-
tion of the parliamentary
democracy, of the law and order
situation, especially of the cam-
pus violence and of the absence
of a national consensus on ba-
sic issues among political par-
ties in the country. By avoiding
any direct attack on either the
ruling Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) or on AL, he seemed
to emphasise his non-partisan
position or of the new party that
may well come into being in
coming days. We publish below
extensive extracis from the con-
versation between Kamal
Hossain and the team of The

Daily Star.

The Daily Star (DS): Over the
last two years two developmenis
have taken place where you are
playing the pivotal role. One is
the formation of the Democratic
Forum of which you are the con-
venor and another is the recent
move of floating a political Pmy
We would like to know what
made you think of these two
moves. -

Kamal Hossain (KH) : Well,
you look back two years from
now. There was then a growing
concern among us who took the
inftiative to launch the
Democratic Forum, as a c.wvic

organization, aiming to achieve

sus and to get citizens,
%ﬂy citizens, fégardiess of
thetr pafrty affiliations, to play'd

more aclive role in shaping up

democracy.

Political partivs played their
fmportant roles but vital roles
had also been played by pro-
fessional groups and many con-
scious citizens who strength-
ened the movement through
their participation.

It was a very extraordinary
kind of eyent — the restoration
of democ alter a very long
period of authoritarian rule.

IS: Let's move o the conlem

porary scene
KH: Right. During the last
days of the anli-aulocracy

movement It was [elt that the

siluation in the country rc

quired a concerted response Lo

creale an environment in which
you could hamess the produc-
tive capacities of the people

Also there was the need Jor an

envirenmen! where students
vould pursue educstion.

Bul one has always scnsed
and shared with a lot of our
counirymen the feeling that
we've lost a lot of time. We lost
24 years [rom 1947 10 1971.
And then. from 1971 1o 1993,

long 22 years have passed.

DS: What led you exactly to

the decision of [orming the
Demacratic Forum?

KH: One began o sense that

somechow the parlament fiself
wis not functioning to that ¢nd.

| say this becavse | have
great expectations [rom the
parliament., Our experiences
with presidents are thal they
tend to be Insulated from real-

ity, Insulated [rom people's

lary
of parllament with an active op
position. The eflective function

ing of an opposition makes the

pnrtl-.m::nm system far more

DS: Cadd I ask at what

stage the Democratic Forum
which you concefved of then
j tuned to be different, and you
decided o go for a national con
verution 7

KH: There has been a very

natural kind of progression
between the Forum and this
inftiative for having a national

conventiion.

We wanled to get across why
the parliament is not more ac-
tive, and more re
necds and concerns We would
have o
role in

opposition, our CONCEMs

issues lfke campus violence,
This became a matter of great
concern o parents, o students,
to teachers, and indeed o
citizen because 1

Cornscious cltieen

w.rd-d

to our

play a much more active
to the attention

bringing
of parfiament, of government, of

Within the next few days, the country would know if it has a new political party. Mmy analysts believe that the three-day
National Convention, organised by the Democratic Forum, starting tomorrow, will lead to the launching of an organisation
that has been already dubbed as a “third force”. However, a sizable number of observers are keeping their fingers crossed; some
are plainly sceptical of prospects of such a move. How will it be structured? Will the proposed party divide secularist pro-
liberation forces? What will be its agenda?

The man to answer these questions is of course none other than Dr Kamal Hossain, the Convenor of the Democratic Forum,
formed last year, and now the primemover of the proposed new political party. Despite his busy schedule, Hossain found time
earlier this week for a wide-ranging conversation with The Daily Star, covering most but not all the issues, on this latest
development. In what was a candid exchange of views, The Daily Star team was led by Editor S M ALI who was assisted by

Executive Editor MAHFUZ ANAM and Chief Reporter M ANWARUL HAQ. Photugrapher ENAM took the pictures.

people, and on the development
ol our human resources.

DS: You are still a bit vague
about why you formed the
Democratic Forum. You mwnition
campus violence. what are some

other reasons?

KH: There {s a whole serics
of things. | was highlighting vio-
lence because this {s a matter
on which there i{s a very clear
concern and there's no contro-
versy about it in any quarters.

Take other issues such as
the function of the administra-
tion. The people expected a
democratic administration, a.

nt with less of corrup-
tion, less of obstacles being put
in the way. People who are in-
terested in setting up, an indus-
try or secking solutions to
problems of a sick industry, all
require quick prompl decisions,
Now here was a government
brought into place and a demo-
cratic t who would be
respo
restoring and reviving the écon-
omy. But you found that some-
how they had a record of
chronic failure to come to deci-
sions, to take follow-up actions.
And so, on the economic frant,
you sensed there was a persist-
ing stagnation.

On the level of law and or-
der., and that has to do with
campus violence as well, you
wanted to see a restoration ol
the rule of law. Impartial appli-
cation of laws and the recogni-
tion of the principle that no one
can be above the law.

DS: At this point you had sev
eral option.s First, as a member
of presidium of Awami League,
you could help AL develop fis

own lhmk tank. Another option
was o go for a forum which is
totally non-partisan and does

not give the impression of being
a platform of dissidents from AL
And a third one was lo set up a
committee of hundred’ which is
something very, very non-parti-
san and not multi-party. Why
didn’t you think of a think tank?

KH: The Think Tank was
very much at the core of the fo-
rum idea and very much at the
core ol what we're doing now,
Now within our political parties,
and | have almost 25 years of
association with AL and 12
years of continuous member
ship .

S: May be it is a subject you
do not want o talk about ..

KH: No, | am very happy o
talk about {I. Because | really
feel this is something | can
share even with my partly col
be s and | re them all,
including the er of the party
almost as closc as members of
my own family. You sec, parties
have developed their own way of
working, their own methods ol
working and | have progres-
siviely found that the method,
the kind of work that | wanted
lo do, was nol there. Their ways
were perhaps perfectly sensible
for what everyone else wanted.
But not quite responsive Lo the
things that | felt also needed to

be done in a way which would
be complementary Lo whal par-

tes do
And preciscly this business
of Think Tank, of drawing peo-
ple together who do nol neces-
sarily belong to a party, is cer-
tainly what we have achieved in
the Forum We had, In the
Forum, participation from a
large number of people who did
not have any party affiliations.
On a number of issues, like ed-
ucation and the economy, we
were able o form working
groups. We went on an ex-
change of views programme
throughout the country. We
were holding meetings in dis-
tricts where we were just invit-
ing people regardless of their
party affiliation 10 come and ex-
change thoughis on what we
could do 1o bufld nattonal con-
sensus on certain issues. How
o develop a democratic envi
ronment and bufld a civil soci-
ety. This | think was a very ma-
r concern o strengthen
h-nq, to make dﬂ.‘uaq
funciion.
DS: if you are accused of ab-
dicating your respon

depends upon the younger thmmdﬂqufﬂuunﬁ

nsive to the needs for -

sibility to

Leaguers whom you could edu-
cate in the kind of thing you are
doing, what would be your re:
sponse?

KH: | have curlainljr g‘Iw:n
the best years of my life to the
party — from mid-forties to
mid-fifties. That is precisely the
time | have exclusively devoted
to AL. | have worked at every
level, if any work was expected
of me. | feel | have not shirked
responsibility in terms of mak-
ing myself, my time, my energy
available to the .

But [ felt that some of us at
least should be working on
stren a civil soctety, on

l.rying to pt:ﬂndpeople together

tnbmuntn force Inrmmining
democracy. Because if democ-
is caught in a kind of con-
frontation, in a struggle be-
tween major parties, | have a
feeling not only will the parties
be doing damage to themselves
but be doing damage to democ-

racy and fts
D«E Yes, but P'm'm people

who say Kamal has deserted us y

KH: | respect everyone's sen-
timent. And | ll:v: hu::
long conversations with peop
who felt like that, and explained
the situation. No single party |
believe can with the pre-
sent state of . Neither the
government party nor the op-
position can cope with the kind
of plight which s prevailing in
the country. To restore institu-
lions and make democracy
function there has to be a kind
of concerted, united national
effort. | don't believe that there
is any substitute for that,

My [irst appeal to political
parties would be to try to find a
bipartisan basis for coping with
certain survival tssucs: restora
ton of the rule of law, restoring
congenial atmosphere in the
cducational isstitutions and
allowing them to function, and
making a common eflort to re-
vive the economy. And of course
cven in the area of foreign policy
there is an urgent need for bi-
pnrtlmnthip

DS: you like to make
hny e s gbBut the differs
ences bettbeen AL and BNP in
the pattern of organisation and
in the decision making process?

KH: Instead of talking about
their differences, | would like to
sce both the major parties play
a very positive role to build
democracy. They have a glori-
ous opportunity. One forms the
government, the other has a
very strong representation in
the parliament. Can't the gov-
ernment and opposition sit
down for a moment and say
that all the contentious {ssues
be kept aside and let us have a
minimum agreement on these
four national issues: getting the
educational institutions work:

ing again, getting the economy
®orking again. getting the rule
of law established and taking

some bipartisan infitiatives In
foreign policy to resolve the
outsianding issues which are
standing in the way of meaning-
ful regional cooperation

DS: We are at the moment
looking at the possibility of a
new parly emerging on the
scene. Does a new party compli:
cate matters in the bipartisan
scene or does (t make it easier?

KH: Well, L'll tell you how we
have come to this position.
Every ordinary citizen would
like to see meaningful infthatives
being taken by the government,
in which the opposition would
also be playing a very creative
and constructive role.

If a large number of us keep
making individual statements,
it docs carry much weight. Bul,
| fedt, i & few thousand of us gt
logether, representing cross
scetion of people cutling across
parties, prolcssions, whom the

+ prople basically find to be sen:
sible, then this would carry
more sirength and weight. In
democracy, organised public
opinion has a greal role to play

You see there has been no
meeting of the parliamentary
committee on education and

campus violence since
November 1991, And | have
asked this question from a

number of public platforms.
You say you are an accountable
rmment. members of par-
mn: are accountable, so why
are you not responding to my
coneern?
it's a kind of total insensitiv-
ity, lotal lack of response from
all quarters We don't get any
response from the government
neither do we get any responsc
from the opposition
When we wrole inlo the con-
stitution that power belongs o
the people of this country, those
were nol emply words; thesc
cannol remain meaningless
words. But today | feel that all
of us, all erdinary citizens, arc
totally powerless, because rt:
resentdtive tnstitutions are ab-
solutely unresponsive Lo our

e
..........

survival demands.

DS: Is this why you thought
of floating a new political party?

KH: No. That was the pro-
cess of having a national con-
vention. We thought let us all
meet together, let us exchange
our thoughts together. We need
to have a unified national pro-
gramme, a unified national
agenda. A lot of people then
came with their own or
tions saying we would like to
associate ourselves with this
process, Il you find at a certain
point that in order to be able to
get things done, and translate
what you are saying into
meaningful action we need to
get o , then why should
you hold back? | will not remain
oul of it.

DS: The agenda that you
have (s nationalism something

#that all beliewe dn. One of the

ways of prombtifng this agenda
could have been to work through
AL and to ensure that people like
yourself and others are not
morainalised by the time the
nexi election con:zs along. That
is one point of view that has
been heard. Why can't we try to
do that?

KH: | feel fairly convinced
now by my experience Lhal
there is a need for much more
involvement of the people who
have been outside the frame of
conventional political parties.
There is a culture of traditional
political parties which'| respect
| have been part of it. But |
think something more (s
needed.

The challenge of the ninetics,
of the new century, does require
a much more active involve
ment. Even the language of the
current political science has
changed. It talks of
‘empowerment of the people,” ol
‘participat . When
you, Mr. Editor, and | used 1o
read our books of political sci-
ence these concepts were nol
there. There were much more
formalistic concepls.

The traditional politics has
led to too much of confronta-
tion. There has never been a
sense that politics is aboul
peopie pursuing certain positive

. And the sense that we all
have certaln common objec-
tives. that we are not all adver-
saries, has to be brought into
our politics

DS: Then your view is thai
Jorming the new political party
will basically put an end o this
kind of politics — politics of con-
frontation?

KH: | hope thal a new politi
cal culture will slowly grow. it
needs (o be nuniured. IUs a very
uphill task w get people Lo have
mutual tolerance, a respect for
cach other's rights, or not be-
lleving thal there is a monopoly
of patriotism enjoyed by any

r formation.

DS: I've noticed that you de
liberately avoid the use of the
word ‘formation of a political
party. Your convention (s fusl a

a new party.
KH: To be very frank, | think

there is a very strong feeling
among the representatives that
there should not only be a pro-
gramme but alse a decision lo
get organised and unified to
pursue the programmes. So il's

ty close in a way — I'm nol
Q ing L. | just don’t want to
anticipate the decision of the
convention One should respect
the convention.

DS: You might have an opin
ion as an individual

KH: As a convenor of our
convention it would not be
proper for me to express my

who share the same

personal opinion before the
convention. It should be an
open convention with eve

freely expressing his/her own
points of view. | don't think
their i{s really much doubt
about the trend. =

DS: Then why aren’t you
saying [t?

KH: Because | don't want to
anticipate you see, all of those
who have been working in this
process, have been coming and
discussing the programme, |
think we want to see an effec-
tive instrument emerge from the
convention.

DS: That means launching a
party. is a possibility?

KH: Yes, a unified organised
strength is mmcthlng everybody
is

DS: In ﬂu:ﬂ case, if you are

Mmﬂmmnwpﬂ&tf-

mg.i

cal party. with the
the éonvénflort, what do Gou

foresee as a reaction on the part

of AL, with which you have been
attached for such a long time?
KH: Qur process is very sin-
cerely committed to creating a
broader unity with all those
goals. And
| would like to believe that AL
has the same, common
and values. When we talk of the
mainstream, it's in a very spe-
cial sense. There are certain
values, that | believe, that those
who have been in the main-
stream of Bangladesh's political
and social life share. It's nol
something isolated. We all share
these common values: democ-
racy, non-communal politics,
nationalism, and a concern for
the common man and having
an which will be pro-
ductive and meel the basic

needs of ordinary people. And to
provide rducntl?n is an impor-

tant parl of this.

DS: It has been said thal you
are {gnoring the risk of weaken-
ing the opposition.

KH: This {s one apprehen-
sion that is being expressed but
| do not see why that should

happen.
We have only tried to acl-

vate those who have been inac-

tive. We have Lried to pull in
those which were smaller for-
mations into more active larger
formations. | have been very
carcful to sec that we are not
trying to work against or draw
away from any existing organi-
sation bul to work side by side
and to develop a broader under-
standing to develop a kind of
platform where everyone s
working for a common goal. And
its a part of this mainstream w0
work together

Even in electoral polities |
leel that our electoral polities
someiimes degenerales to a
level where there are no holds
barred You go for the other
person, you question their pa-
triotism, you question every:
thing about them. But if you
believe in the same things there
is no remson why you necessar-
ilv need to go agains! each other

80 inn as pursuil of tht com-
jective is concerned. We
dnn'l immediately have to start
talking about what will happen
when an election comes. .

At the moment to me it is
much more important to mo-
bilise public opinion, create
broad based support for these
common values and common
objectives and not allow funda-
mental forces or, rather, dis-
ruptive forces to detract us from
the mainstream. Making the
mainstream forces more active
will give strength to all those
who stand for the mainstream. |
believe what we are doing will
strengthen us.

DS: Who are ‘us'?

KH: Ordinary people, ordi-
nary people who believe in these
values.

DS: But at the cost of, one

might say for argument’s sake,
the erosion of the power base of
AL.

KH : That is not necessarily
the consequence. | don't see

why this should necessarily de-
tract from AL. AL is not some-
thing we are opposing. There is
no reason why a party of AL's
standing should become very
concerned about a complemen-
tary activity, about an activity
which is happening parallel to
them. We will positively mo-
bilise in pursuit of a set of val-
ues.

DS: The fact that you didn’t
warit to join Awami League as
an advisor was taken as a neg-
ative of your disenchant-
ment wﬂh Hwhw.irr:ﬁp of AL

Atgcl , it's the mode
of w:;k. mudc of function-
ing is something which at this
stage of my life | did not want to
be a part of. If you divide a per-
son's life into [ive parts, four
fifths of my liflc has been lived.
This is being realistic. Dne
should try to live consciously,
and use the time that is left in
the most useful way. I have
felt, in the kind of process |
have created, one can be a little
more useful. | would like to
share certain values, certain
ways of doing things. I believe

strongly that we should try

do"institution: I am
véry strongly again$t
ity orfiented politics, any kind nl‘
politics being built around in-
dividuals. This is something
from the depth of my conviction
| believe in.

"DS : | have a very blunt
question on the tip of my tongue.
If there is a major shake up in
AL, and the way is opened for
AL to play the kind of role that
you want the organisation to
play, would you consider a re-

furn fo the position that you had
in AL?
KH : 1 do not see the sce-

nario in that way. If AL is
WO in the same way as us,
for the same objectives, whole-
hearted cooperation at every
level will be there, from today,
from the day after the conven-
tion. 1 don’t think we have to
wait for anything else to hap-
pei.

DS : Have you decided on the
cormmon national agenda?

Kll: First is to consolidate
demecratic institutions, gel
people together, who are con-
scious of the need for the
restoration of the rule of law
and respect for law, at all levels.
Of developing respect for each
other's rights, of creating a
democratic environment of mu-
tual tolerance and working to-
gether. And by sitting together
and realising there are certain
commeon priorities, the survival
priorities of getting our economy
going, of getting our education
going and getting people not to
kill each other and not to be
impeding production, not to be
impeding education but really
trying to make up for lost time.

It's not only getting our edu-
cational institutions in line but
having the curriculum changed:
producing really young people
who are e yable, creating
opportunities for employment,
including sell employment.
These are the things we should
be concerning ourselves with
instead of creating an atmo-
sphere of tenston and conflict in
which none of us can really

concentrate.
DS - What are some of the

specific goals of the convention?

KH : what | keep saying is let
us see ([ we can have a com-
mon view aboul the prevalling
situation. Is everything wonder-
ful? In which case, fine, we can
all go and pursue our individual
goals. If everyone says we think
everything is wonderful, demo-
cratic institutions are function
ing perfectly, national prioritics
have been established, everyone
of us is working in the best way
possible then we say fine and
celebmate,

However, on the other hand,
it is more likely that we will all
express deep concern for the
state in which our society finds
itself in 1993, There are areas of

major concern: increasing un-
employment, increasing land-
lessness, farmers not getting
price for their crops and there-
fore being in a real crists. What
can we do aboul t? This is, we
feel, an alternative programmie.

DS : So, you are going to give
the nation an altermative pro-
gramme?

KH : We will present a draft
gmgr?:int for discussion. |

on't believe that body has

the perfect mlum or that
there is one perfect solution for
every problem. We have tried
through a process of discus-
sion, to draw upon all. We have
tried to distill what we have got.

For example, we have pro-
duced a paper on the food
icy. We have some schelars
working abroad who have con-
tributed to this subject. We had
to brainstorm on that. They've
come up with suggestions. |
don't say this is the ultimate
truth on the subject but we
would like to consider it \lr't
can criticise it, and we welcome
that, but let the nation start
discussing these things.

DS : After discussion, then
what happen? >

KH: We see how we can go
forward. How do we start taking
this programme to the people,
building support among people,

making people aware of its im-
plications. must under-

stand. The farmers must un-
derstand what we are saying.
That the thing we are saying
provides an answer to-their
problems. We have been In
these ‘mot binimoy' (exchange
of opinion) programmes and
people have asked us, “you tell
us to raise n when we
can't sell what we produce?”

This is mnﬁlﬂng we will have
L0 answer.

DS : So we can expect a
mmw.nutpfﬂu;
convention?

KH : Sure.

DS : Also a clear cut decision
on the formation of a new politi-

cal party?
KH : Well right at the end of

the day that could be the thing
ithat everybody might agree
‘upon. But we are also trying not
only to give the socioeconomic

rogrammes but also to say
Fm should democratie institu-
tions function, where do you
need some kind of restructuring
of institutions, the way in which
our Institutions have worked.
We would like to see the par-
liament being more eflective,
how the civil service could be
made more effective, the role of
civil servants within a democ-
racy is something that can be
very positive. We shall also try
to find what the real role of the
local t should be and
that, to me, is to be ane of
the critical dimensions of how
you involve people in meeting
the challenges of the future,
DS : To make a wild guess,
this convention not end

with the formation of a political
party?

KH : No, I can't honestly say
that. There is strong trend sup-
porting the formation of a new

umEE Dmuhnm | are

p!athlhmhofnm
KH : No, I'm not doing that. |
just don't want te force it |
don't feel it 1s an individual de-
cision and | don't feel that fndi-
viduals can to them-
scives the right or the power to
tike these decisions. One
should be a part of the process.
DS ; Will you give a descrip-
tion of the discussion process
that has led to the convention.
KH: Sure. We've had a lot of
working groups with econo-
mists, educationists. We've had
people working on education

ke Zillur Rahman Siddiqui,

Vice Chancellor Fazlul Halim
Chowdhu Right at the
oulsct, at 'ITM notice, 15 of
20 of us met and said lets study
this violence on s. We
went r to Rajshahi,
talked te Vice Chancellors,
ieachers, students, guardians
and we began to arrive at this
conclusion that 1t is the carrent
way in which politics is being
done in the country that ts di-
rectly the cause of campus vio-
lence.

DS : At the end of the con-
vention {f a new party is an-
yourself from AL. Will you regret
i?

KH : What 1 would like, is 1o
maintain mutual respect for
cach other. mutual relations
that have existed through many
experiences for almost 25
I'd like to work together g:‘"
common objective, I people dé-
cide to change the form of
working together, that does not
mean that there should not be
any lack of respect for each
other.

DS ; Considering the (ype of
political cultare we have in our
country one or two persons be-
come the catalysts. So whatever
comes oul, your role, your per-
sonality will be in the focus. You
are going to face a lot of scrutiny
about your own personal and
political life styles. One impres-
sion that people have about you
s that when crisis comes, or
things become a bit critical, you
tend o go abroad. Please don't
take it personally but people
have the question.

Also, what was your role
during the time when lhm‘b Lwas
in jail during the liberation war?

KH : Act much of this is

already on record, in the fifteen
volumes of Lhe "History of the
Liberation Movement”. There is
a long statement of mine which
records the fact that | was in
solitary confinement for nine
months in Harlpur Central Jail
and Bangabandhu was in
Meawali Central Jail.
. | had recefved a notice in
Seplember that my trial would
also for treason against
Pakistan. The same tribunal
which had heard Bangaban-
dhu's case in August was
expected (o come lowards the
end of September or early
October to Haripur. A court
room was also arranged in the
jail hospital. War broke out and
from October it was deferred to
November and ultimately be-
cause of the emergency the trial
could not take place.

On December 28, | was
taken out of Hartpur jail and
brought over o Seahala res!
house where | found Banga-
bandhu has been brought from
the Meawali prison. So from
December 28, we were together
in same rest house. Later on
January 6 or 7, we were [lown
out together to London. Sub-
sequently, on January 10, we
came back to Bangladesh. In
laripur jail it was a period of
very rigorous solitary confine-
mendt.

And for the other gquestion, |
feel that most of my life has
been lived in the public view. |
believ® that we all are very Tal
lible human beings with a lot ol
weaknesses. And that is why
one relies more on institutions
rather than individuals, And
that is what | have been em-
phastzing all my lfe. Individuals
are fallible and tend to make
mistakes. Moreover, all individ-
vals are mortals. S0 nothing
that is built around individuals
can really endure

I still remember my conver-
sation with Bangabandhu on
the plane as we were about (o
land in Dhaka on January 10
lie asked me what form of gov-
emment should we have — a
presidential or parliamentary? |
said "obviously parllamentary,
because that's what you have
stood for all your lile. And you
should build up institutions

On January |l]. as | was
wondering around enjoying the
exhilaration of the new found
independence, | was called to
Hare Road, where a cabinet
meeting was underway
Bangabandhu asked what can
be done to convert from the
present presidential form to
parliamentary one. He said 7]
want to switch over to parha-
mentary form today” So Mr
Abu Sayeed Chowdhury was
asked to come. Abu Sayeed
Chowdhury, Amirul Islam and I,
we together drafted a one line
garetie notification that the
president shall do everything
on the advise of the prime mine
ister, Sheikh Mujit turned o
Abu Sayeed Chowdhury and
said tomorrow you will be sworn
in as the president. Mr. Abu

was the person who was
most taken aback.

On January 12. we swilched
over to tary form, cen-
tering which we drafted the
Constitution. So this is where

pu
the wheel. | am not In
terms of this party or

party, | think must be



