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Prof N Islam refutes

allegations

National Professor

Last
admittedsin the MBBS course.
In January this year, 34 more
have been admitted in the

Department of Pharmacy.

Nurul
lslam has refuted allegations by

Prof [slam noted with satis-
faction thal the Medical and
Dental Council of Bangladesh
had already accorded recogni-
tion to the USTC,

sessfons,
August-January, to avoid any
scssions jam.

The tultion fees for 1st and
2nd year classes have been
fixed at Tk 2000 a month and
for 3rd and 4th year classes at
Tk 2500 a month. Besides, a
student is charged an admis-
ston fee of Tk one lakh 50 thou-

Qualified senfor teachers

have been appointed 1o teach
students admitted in the MBBS
and Pharmacy courses and the
laboratories so far set up are
quite adequate to meet their re-
quirement.

Prol Islam said students
admitted to the MBBS course
from 1989 onward under the
Institute of Applied Health
g;m (LAHS) affiliated to the

ittagong Universily are now
being asked to take their exam-
inations under the USTC,

The IAHS had to get itself af-
fililated to the Chittagong

University because the USTC .

was not there is those days.
Now that the USTC has come
into being, the IAHS students
are being asked to get them-
scives transferred to the USTC,
he explained.

But quarters hostile to the
USTC are trying to mislead the
IAHS students by that
the USTC has no future and
therefore they must not hitch
their fate Lo the USTC, Professor
Islam regretted. /
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(L) and Humberto Dona Delgado (C) leave

building Monday in Managua, Nicaragua where they have been held hostage by a group
calling themselves the Dignity and Sovereignty commando. The group continues to hold 28
' including Vice President Virgilio Godoy.
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— AFP photo

CIS for common
foreign policy

MOSCOW, Aug 24: Foreign
Ministers of the Commonwealth
of Independent States (CIS),
grouping most of the former
Soviet republics, called for the
restoration of a common foreign
policy at an official meeting here
today, reports AFP.

Russian Foreign Minister
Andrei Kozyrev, in an opening

the joint policy would be to pro-
pose initiattves on mntruﬁlizg
weapons of mass destruction,
on 'environmental protection,
and on anti-terrorist action, at
the next UN Security Council
| scssion in September.

Israel moves artillery

into South Lebanon

TYRE (Lebanon), Aug 24:
Israel moved artillery into its
self-styled “security zone™ in
south Lebanon on Tuesday, fu-
cliing fears of renewed fighting
on the only hot Arab-lsracli bat-
tlefront as Mitldle East peace
talks are due o resume, reports
AP.
Security sources and wit-
nesses said - a battery of five
155mm howitzers were de-
played around Marjayoun, capi-
tal of the security zone occapied

The sources, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, said
seven |75mm howitzers were
moved into the zone Sunday
and Monday.

These were the first rein-
forcements deployed in the bor-
der enclave since an Israell air,
sea and artillery blitz July 25-
31 against Palestinian and
Iranian-backed Shi'ite Muslim
guerillas.

All told, 147 , main
civilans, were and
500 were wounded. A half-mil-
lion villagers were driven from
their homes.

The t was launched
after seven Isracli soldiers were

guerilla attacks in the
security zone. The bloodshed
was halted by a US-brokered
ceasefire,

The latest Israeli deployment
followed attacks by the Shi'ite
Hezbollah, or Party of God,
Thursday in which nine Israeli
soldiers were killed.

That was in the highest sin-
gle-day Israeli death toll since
1985.

Israel retaliated with air
strikes on Hezbollah training
and supply bases near the
Syrian border in the Bekaa val-
ley of eastern Lebanon.

Two guerillas were killed and
Hezbollah's al-Fajr radio station
was destroyed.

Hezbollah, standard-bearer
of Iran's brand of Shi'ite fun-
damentalism, has vowed to
wreck the US-sponsored Arab-
Israeli peace talks through
escalated guerilla warfare In
south Lebanon.

The cleventh round of talks
between [srael and its main
Arab adversaries — Syria,
Jordan, Lebanon and the
Palestinians — {s scheduled to

open in Washingtlon Aug 31,
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were overflowing yesterday and
children were seen fishing in
the lawns of the Ramna Park.
Attendance in offices and
schools was thin while the
bazars were almost empty till
the evening when the ralns had

motor vehicles were seen
stranded on the roads as the

overflowing water entered the
engines.

According to the flood fore-
casting centre [FFC) of the
Water Board, duec
to the incessant rainfall the
levels of both the Turag and
Buriganga rivers rose signifi-
cantly in the last 24 hours.

m"m;m by 10 cm
ncar ' ri and the
Buriganga near rose
by 6 em. But both rivers were,
still flowing some 1" to 30 cm

below the danger lev. is.

*There is vothing to be
alarmed about,” an of
the FFC assured The

Satkhira, 37mm in Patuakhali,
17mm in Faridpur, 15mm in
Dinajpur ‘and l4mm in

Ishwardi. Bhola experienced 1]
mm of rainfall, Tangail 10,
Srimangal 8, Sylhet and Jessore
6 each, Feni 5, Barisal 4 and
Teknaf and Bogra | mm each
during the day time yesterday.

The Met Office forecast fur-
ther adds, under the influence
of persisting active monsoon
low over the country, moderate
to moderately heavy occasjonal
rain or shower may continue at
most places over Dhaka,
Chittagong., Barisal and
Rajshahi divisions and at many
places in Khulna division dur-
ing the next 24 hours
commencing 6 am Wednesday.

The day temperature is likely
to fall by one to two degrees
Celsius over Rajshahi and
Chittagong divisions and re-
main nearly unchanged else-
where over the country.

Our Gazipur correspondent
adds: Incessant rainfall has in-
undated the Tongi BSCIC in-
dustrial area and damaged

many fish ponds.
The water level of the river
Turag near had been in-

creasing for the last two days
due to the rainfall and it was
only 15¢m below the

danger level last evening.

Khalistan leader
shot dead

AMRITSAR, Aug 24: The self-
styled deputy chief of the
E-?H.m commando force-

jwar faction, Rachpal S
alias Mal, was shot dead bymf:l
curity forces in an encounter
near village Vallupur Khera un-
der Baba Bakala police station
last night, reports PTI.
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“made BAU VC
Dr S M Farouk of the Depart-

of . Farm Power and
_ has been
Vice-Chancellor of the Ban-

ﬁh Agricultural University
U) for a four-year term,

reports UNB.

The new VC formally as-
sumed office Monday afternoon
following his appointment by
the President and Chancellor of
the Universitics Abdur Rahman
Biswas. .
Born on August 19 in 1941,

Farouk hails from

town. He did his

and | Sc from the

Dr

| Mymensingh Zilla School and

City areas flooded |

Ananda Mohan College respec-
tively and BSc Engg in
Mechanical E at the
BUET in 1963, He earned an
MS Engg) from the Texas
A&M ity in 1967 and
PhD from the Oklahoma State
U in 1979,
the Faculty of
ral E s and
Technology (AET) BAU in
1963 after a short of ser-
vice in the ers EPWAPDA
(Power Wing).
He also served as National
Consultant in Agro-industrial
under an FAO/UNDP
in 1985, He was also an
honorary Member of the
University Grants
Commission 1987-89.
Prof Farouk a good
number of technical reports and
study papers published in na-
tional and international jour-
of the USA, India, China,
Thafland, Australia, Germany,

He

France and Pakistan.

He is married and has two
S0NS.
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statement, said the first goal of

The Univer-
sity Syndfcate has decided to
pu{ll:h a White Paper on the

crisis al the institution
following an attack on teachers
late last month.

The decision was adop

summoned by the Acting Vice
Chancellor of the University

Prof Abul Hossain Monday.
According to a Syndicate

member on Tuesday, the

meeting was held at the

Administrative Building on the
campus and continued till late
in the evening.

With a single agenda — to
review the JU situation — the

Syndicate took a three-point
resolution slating the govern-
ment's ‘indifference.’

Only one of the 21 students,

whom criminal charges
were brought under Anti-
Terrorism Act has been de-
tained by police so far, the
Syndicate observed.

The accused students were
even seen at public meetings
and press conferences despite
the t's assurances (o
arrest the culprits, the

te noted.

The Syndicate members
obliquely hinted at the presence
of one of the main accused,
of JU  wunit

a Dal (JCD)
Liton at
attended by

president
Jatlyatabadi C
Masud Hasan

a meeting

a meeting of the JU Syndicate, -

1ji3}x>pnﬂbﬁhﬂ1\ﬂﬂﬂﬂxaPﬁnpem-
| on campus Crisis
‘ By Staff Cnl;ralpondmt

information Minister Barrister
Nagmul Huda at Savar on

The JU Syndicate also de-
manded dismissal of what it
termed, ‘bascless, f[alse and
[abricated cases' [iled against
ten tcachers by Masud Hasan

Talukdar.

Meanwhile, reopening of the
institution seemed impossible
with the JU authorities firm on
their demands for the arrest of
the students involved in the vi-
olent incidents of July 29.

The probe body formed by
the government on August 7 s
yet to siart functioning. The au-

thorities have already provided
the enquiry commission three

rooms Lo carry oul {ts fnvesti-
gations. But so far the commis-
sion has not been seen on the
campus, sSOurces
said.

The three-weck deadline for
submitting the report, as as-

university

sured by the Education Minister

at a meeting with the JU teach-
ers on August 7, ends on
Saturday next. The original
terms ol reference (TOR) of the
probe gives it a three-month
time-frame.

One Syndicate member,

talking to The Daily Star, said

- ‘only the nt’s sincerity
in solving the problems can re-
solve the at the uni-
versity.”

SAO TOME, Aug 24: Eleven
foreigners, five of them
Portuguese, have been killed in
the latest fighting in the be-
sieged Angolan city of Cuito,
Angolan state radio said, re-

Cuito, on the eastern [ringe
of the central highlands, has
been under siege by the rebel
UNITA movement for eight
months and several thousand
le have been killed by fight-
famine and discase.

23

in June for 227
million US dollars in aid for

"Angola’s humanitarian situ-
ation is catastrophic because
there are 1,000 people dying ev-
ery day directly or indirectly

from war,” hv.; told & News con-

11 foreigners killed
in Angolan fighting

ference in Harare aiter talks on
Angola with Zimbabwean

President Robert Mugabe.
The Luanda government re-
jected an attempt by South

Africa’'s Nelson Mandela and |

King Hassan of Morocco to ar-
range a peace summit to end
D roposed summit be

The su T
tween P:mdtntJmEdunrdn
Dos Santos and UNITA rebel
leadenr Joans Savimbi would be
a waste of time, a presidential
spokesman said.

2 Iraqi diplomats
defect to Britain

' LONDON, Aug 24: Iraqs

ambassadors to Canada and.

Tunisia have defected

taken refuge in Britain, the

Iraqi National Congress said
, reports AP,

Thé Foreign Office confirmed
the two men have been granted
visitor visas. A spokesman,
speaking anonymously in keep-
ing with British custom, said
"it's up te them" to decide
whether to apply for political

asylum. .
Iraqi National Congress,

and

The
a coalition of Iragi opposition
groups, identified the men as
Hisham Al- Shawi, Iraq's am-
bassador to Canada, and

Hamed Al-Jaburi, antbassador
to Tunisia.

“the Ganatantri

|

Mother Teresa
improving

NEW DELHI, Aug 24: Mother
Teresa told her doctors

she was fecling fine and would

AP.
"But we had to tell her that
she needs more rest,” said
Kumar Dash, spokesman
.of the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences, where the
Roman Catholic nun has been
treated for malarta since Friday,
He said Mother Teresa's
fever had subsided and she had
a restful night.

Saudi market
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irregular banking practices.

Il said in two articles pub-
lished on Sunday and Monday
“The 121 billlon dollars in fi-
nancial reserves amassed
Saudi Arabia less than a decade
ago have almost vanished,
drained by expenditures for
weapons, soclal programmes,

add and the Oulf War.”
re has been no official
Saudi reaction o the report.

Saudi dealers also said spot
Saudi
to the dollar teday from
3.7501 /03 on Monday.

Long-dated Saudi Riyal
Interbank  Deposit rates
climbed today on the report,

trading 1/16 peint higher.

FBCCI chief
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age to I-huur.uwn;::l and em-
P iscouraged
T

t- should be prac-

The FBCCI chief
the very t role of the

Opposition in the of
the country and m the
leader of the ition Sheikh
Hagina for meeting the busi-
ness

He observed that continua-
tion of such meetings would
help in understanding and
identifying national problems
and finding their solutions. \

Diarrhoea
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According to the control
room, the district-wise death
toll since the outbreak of the
disease this year are: Habiganj-
B81; Sylhet-5; Moulvibazar-18;
Sunamganj-12; Feni-3;
Brahmanbaria-3; Cox's Bazar-
8; Comilla-5; Netrakona-4; and
Kishoreganj- 15.

The maximum number diar-
rhoea cases so far were reported
from Habigan| with 5,488,
Sylhet 1,622 cases,
Sunamganj 997, Comilla 5,039,
Cox's Bazar 1,563 and

2,084 cascs.

Health Department officials
sald contaminated drinking
waler was the primary cause of
the diarrhoeal outbreak, mostly
in the MlMood-hit areas of the
country. ,

Dr Kamal
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with 2000 tatives from
the districts, are expected to af-
tend.

On the eve of the Grand
Convention, the architects of
the.new party have been putting
their best efforts to in
more forces with them. The or-
ganisers, who are a
number of WO from
Party (GP), par-
ticularly at the district level, are
still persuading some senior
members of the GP to join the
new party. The GP, in its
National Council held earlier
this week, decided not to join
hands with Dr Kamal.

In another development,
seven central leaders of the
Communist Party of Bangladesh
(CPB- reformist) including pre-
sidium members Ajoy Roy and
Dr Wazedul Islam Khan, in a
joint statement, said they would
not involve ' themselves with the
Grand Convention. These seven
leaders already o joining
the new ol Kamal at the
central committee meeting of
CPB (reformist) held 6 August.
Others who signed the state-
ment were Barun Roy, Mota-
haruddip, Maulana Hossain Ali,
Abul Kalam Azad and Dabirul
Islam, MP.

Riyal eased to 3.7506/07

i
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Welfare, Finance Minister M
Saifur Rahman reiterated the
commitment of the present
democratic government to pro-
vide health, education and nu-
trition rement to the child
population Including the girl
child

The Finance Minister de-
scribed the action plan as
"significant” in the context of
at overall socio-economic
development of the country,

Minister for Posts and
Telecommunications Tariqul
Islam, State Minister in-charge

' of the Ministry of Social

Welfare Fazlur Rahman, State
Minister-in-charge of the
Ministry of Women's Aflairs Mrs
Sarwari Rahman, of
the Ministry of Social Wellare
Prol K M Fariduddin, Resident
Representative of the UNICEF
Raplh C Cariere and chairper-

son of the Bangladesh Shishu

L

Academy Dr Quazi Anwara

Mansur also addressed the
function held at the the Dsmani
Memorial Hall.

The Finance Minister said
the implementation of the plan
would help establish the consti-
tutional rights of the girl child
and at the same raise of their
status in the soclety,

Referring to the various pro-
grammes laken up by the gov-
ernment for uplifting the [ate of
the child population including
the girl child, Rahman said top
most priority had been attached
to the education of children.

In this connection, he men-
tioned the compulsory primary
education pro and [ree
female education programme
upto the mid-level of high
school.

The minister said a plan was
also underway to introduce
"Food for Education
Programme” on an experimental
basis at least in one union in
every thana of the country. He

said scholarships had also been
introduced to encourage female
education.

Rahman also underscored
the need for raising the per-,
centage of literacy among the
women. The success of various
socio-economic programmes,
including the population control
campaign, would depend on
educating the womenfolk of the
country, he said.

Minister for Post and
Telecommunication Tariqul
Blam expressed the confidence
that implementation of the ac:
tion plan would help improve
the conditions of girl children
by eliminating social preju-
dices, economic exploitation

and gender disparity. It would
adso create favourable condi-

tions for their protection, sur-
vival and development, he
added.

He said the eflorts of the

Decade action plan for girl

child
harnessed with those of the
non-governmental organisa
tions. :
Referring to child labour,
Islam said legal and adminis-
trative measures had been
taken to stop child labour. He
also sought the cooperation al
NGOs and voluntary organisa-
tions in this regard.

State Ministet for Social
Welfare Fazlur Rahman said in

the action plan, the situation of
the girl child in the country, the
national for the girl child,

support from the Fourth Five-
Year Plan (1990-95) with rel-
erence to women and children

in particular had been anal-
ysed.

He said on the basis of anal-
ysis the Girl Child Decade
Action Plan had been prepared
with emphasis on basic
education, sanitation, health
and nutrition and legal and so-

gove t with regard to im-
plcglutn:th:phniwldb: . cial support.

The Midnight File
20 killed in Afghan clashes

QUETTA. Aug 24: Rival Mujahideen guerilias have fought
with rockets near the Southern Alghan town of Kandaherk,

killing 20 people over the past three days,

in

uring Pakistan said

today. Clashes between the

followers of Afghan President Burhanuddin Rabbani and Prime
Minister Gulbuddin Hekmatyar began on Sunday in a dispute
over the control of heavy weapons, said the sources in the
northwestern Pakistani town of Quetta, reports Reuter.

Ortega's move to resolve

Ortega met with lefist
Catholic cardinal

o try to free dozens of
Hope remained for a
wo sides

. reporis AP,

LAGOS, Nigeria, Aug 24:
Military ddctator Gen [brahim
Babangida will resign as presi-
dent on Thursday, state radio
reported, reports AP,

The rn:rld was expected 0
name his civilian successor
later Tuesday.

Government-controlled radio
gave no source for its Tuesday
report.

An interim government, pro-
posed by Babangida, is to take

Thu instead of the
winner of a June 12 election
that Babangida orchestrated
then annulled, claiming il was

sed an all-civilian interim gover-
nment, then said soldiers also
would take part. The decision
brought charges that the plan
was yet another ploy by the
dictator to retain his eight-year
grip on power.,

The interim government is
o made up of a council of five
soldicrs and cight civiians that

five hostages
Tuesday, 18 held by ganmen in Managua
in northern Nicaragua, reports AP

Arab writer Aziz Lahba

RABAT, Aug 24 : Mohamed Aziz Lahbabi,
writer to be nominated for a Nobel Prize, has
officlals said Tuesday. Lahbabi died Monday
described as a long fliness, a phrase often
cancer. He was mope than 70, but his exact
1987, he was nominated for a Nobel Prize
_Arab writer to become a candidate for the

hostage crisis

EL ZUNGANO (Nicaragua), Aug 24: Former President

gunmen in Managua and
talks Tuesday with revels

Whﬂ:ﬁpﬂh
Monday.
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Babangida to give up
power tomorrow
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Yugoslavia.
The food was expected 10 last

about a week, said Lyndall
Sachs, a UN spokeswoman [n
Surnl-g:m. It was wunclear
whe its contents were

for Muslims or whether the
su would be shared with
Croats, who have forced
Muslims into areas cut off rom

aid.

About 55,000 Muslims have
been under siege in eastern
Mostar for weeks. Several
thousand more Muslims live on
the west bank of Mostar, con-
trolled entirely by Croats until
the Muslims established a
brid there last month.

UN peacekeepers who
reached the Muslim area
Saturday said residents were
hungry, doctors were perform-
ing surgery without anesthesia
and 60 per cent of buildings
were u itable.

Ron Redmond, a UN
spokesman in Geneva, said the
convoy would be escorted from
Croatia by Bosnian Croat forces
and then travel on to
Modjugorje, where it would
hook up with a UN escort.

Croats and Muslims each
made up some 42 per cent of
Mostar's pre-war population of
130,000 and lived in peace.
They united earlier this year to
opposc Bosnian Serbs, but their
allance disintegrated a few
months ago.

Sylhet BNP
council held
peacefully

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, Aug 24: Busine-
ssman Ma Haq beat Advocate
Abdul Galflar, the outgoing
secretary of the Sylhet District
BNP, for the post of president
in the local BNP committee
clections  held peacefilly

e ;
rﬂ".l"l::d?hcunm. conducted by
Works Minister and party Joint
Secretary General  Barrister

ul Islam Miah, also saw
Abdul Kaher Chowdhury beat-
ing Saiful Islam Babul for the
post of General Secretary.
Abdur Razzak was elected or-

ganising secrctary, He Dbeat
Badruddoza Badar

The remaining posts of the
7 1-man commitiee will be filled

nominations.

Til:i:d cuunb?ll meeting,
pres over acting presi-
dent of the ou commiltee
Fatema C m MP, was
attended among rs by vice
president of the central commit-
tee Khandker A Malik, MP and

| State Minister for Environment

A Inulw _ﬂ; councillors

-dvoted in the clections.

Nurses
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months, suggesting necessary
measures to remove the present
anomalics regarding promotion
and benefits of the nurses, the
sources added.

Talking to The Daily Star,
BDNA president Kohinoor. Be-
gum said she was happy with
the outcome of the talks with

the government. .

The t announce-
ment on the nurses’ job
under the Health

Ministry was "illogical and

. Inconsistent”™ because the Nurs-

ing Directorate set up in 1977,
was a scparate wing of the
health services, she said.

Our Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) correspondent
reported the nurses have joined
their duties.

5 more navymen

The incidents occurred when
an angry mob, protesting the
alleged molestation of two
by some sailors, clashed a
section of navymen at the
Bandertila-Halis areas of
the port city January 2 and 3.

Dacoity

Meanwhtle, in another inci-
dent, a group of armed dacoits
Monday decamped with gold
ornaments and cash from a
house at Ghatforhadbeg. in the
heart of the city here, police
said,

The armed dacoits entered
the first-floor residence of one
Tarun Kumar Roy at Doll Sar-
kar Building of Ghatforhadbeg
around noon and forced his wife
at gunpoint to handover the
gold ornaments and cash from
almirah. The dacoits blasted
some cocktafls while feeing,
local sources said.

A case was [iled with the
Kotwali PS but none has been
arrested so far.



