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OPULATION  explosion ™ x . . primary stage of education and ==
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=== Population Education in Third World =
particularly in the third workd , - ; Snce the population educa T .
countries. In ngladesh, _ ., .o . funded two IDA funded @ tion programme ‘; th BI d
population has been identified [ LT T P e by MLA. Mannan the mhml and the ©f Education was an educa- ision jor e n
el ““*‘u" problem. 1““ Population Conference 1in o e . .'d R UNEPA funded the population  tlonal , 1t :h'l:::
efforts been made Bucharest in 1974 that in the amp racy ra graled approach shou ¢ education . e, mesting
solve this problem. Almost all process of development of the has high CPR where per capita  made. m:ﬁ:mmm jectives of population policy, the b’Rlﬂl‘ Binte Rashid
the ministries and divisions of developing countries population FP expenditure is much less For achieving the success of  agencies, all the activities for in- academic needs which is in
the Govi. were given certain .40 and social advancement  than Bangladesh. | population policy multi-sectoral troduction of educa- conformity with the national s e e children. These teachers are
responsibilitics to contribute to . i ierconnected. This view- Investment in educatiop will  programme efforts were made.  tion were d between them.  cducation policy. To achieve o edcation and afi the almost like private tutors of
us now sce what has been done  hased on rescarch. Research  growth rate but will also allevi-  given the responsibility of intro-  Jum for classes IV to Xl was *8tance from UNESCO, besides survive in this  beautiful wmu—hh
in the family planning sector. findings reveal that "Chances of  ate other soclo-economic prob-  ducing the population educa-  prepared by the IDA project. National expertise were utfiized yet cruel world.  This s
The Family Planning g ,ccess of population control lems that perpetuates high ton in the formal school system This project also arranged effectively. more so in special cases They use the Braille -
Programme in Bangladesh .4 family planning pro population growth, e.g poverty, ol Bangladesh. training for primary school During the second phase [ 1. where the child 1is educating these FT;_
started in 1953 as a private inf- ;e are much greater  malnutrition, diseases, epi- PROGRESS IN POPULATION ‘'cachers in six integrated ¢ from 1980-1985) of the pro- - He or she can- drens. In this '"..In‘”
tative. In 1960, the Govt. un-  Lhen co-ordinated with other demic, unemployment etc. thanas of the four Political &ramme, there was only one not be left alone at the mercy Sl -
dertook a pllot project for 8 4o oisoment efforts than when  Educated people have better EDUCATION Divisions of the country. pnaeclnrdm funding agency of fate: handicapped children !n:lllh Ma.::ht"ftd
r to bring 1.2 eligl-  they are carried out in sola- nity to earn a sustain-, The Ministry of Education Since the primary school — UNFPA g ek epesiel eme, Spanie Mathematics. There are . .
couples into the programme. ., livelihood, make informed started population education teachers live and work amon The activities carried out RN, WS 0. MR cial Braille .m':g
Mﬂ"““‘:\:‘ﬁ_““ In view of this, Bangladesh reproductive choices and live a  activities .in 1976 through two  the illiterate masses in the during the perfod are detailed special education. In this with which the chil
was found that IS percent .y undertaken multi-sectoral  healthier life. The Govt. policy  development projects namely areas they were considered Delow: matier many non-govern- m S snull and |
of the target was achieved. Programmes with ministries  should have been to invest more  “Introduction of population ed-  opinton leaders and changed All the incomplete works of Mentnl erganisations (NOOW by see howchs. Vit oAb
During 1965-70. the Govl.  hich are directed towards so-  into population ( in education), ucation in the formal school agents for them. Their training the first phase of the pro- have stepped forward and ers aiso help these child
started national programme 0  (44] and economic development.  then it would have become an system of Bangladesh “ and was utilized to motivate the Eramme were carried to com- are working relentlessly fo
reduce e e e e e _ common people. With the ad-  Pletion at this time. help educate disabled chil- hmmhﬁg“
from 3 to 2.7. At the end of the | ' : e b b oo | training on lation At this stage, Population dren. dent, they are made to
s e S education, the teachers them-  Education contents were devel g
mmﬁﬂ sclves were motivated to adopt oped and integrated in the text
. the means for the solution of Dooks of Bengali, Mathematics,

the muitiplier effects on the FEconomics, H , Food and

followed them as their ideals. Uon and arrangements were
education, the teachers also ¢lasscs from VI to XII.

mained high at 2.8 per cent at
target gained the competence to teach Besides, population educa-
;‘.;_d i o . population education contents tion was also introduced in
During the last 40 years fie. | in the class room to the stu- other branches of education
1963-93) all out elforts ‘ dents effectively without juﬁ' such as madrasha education
ardising the value system of fi.e Muslim religions education),

communities. The evaluation technical education, commercial
report of the project reveals that and trade education ete. About

PRy & Suntees. he effec lakh of teachers
present there are 53 ! t roject was tive one teac . teacher
835 i, pianring prsomnel N i S p | Mo e o
: ﬁ:,m#:m.t:‘m : | ingnptp:-puhm-;-l :du:ltlu:u hclpn:i nel were trained in k\‘.Illl-:!’l'i. prujaﬂ
. the students to be acquainted during the period. necessary. Our teachers
S RIS ¢F W DA with the population problem The had 20 field level | Vition an NOO supportéd By keep regular contact with
population was | and thereby formation of right offices at the district head quar- Caritas, Netherlands for ex- parents and school, advising
P e J Do Sheit Tuok attitudes to take rational ters of greater 20 districts of the Aeges, Raa._ taias sp and discussing rob-
and other UN agencies, popula- | mh“ o e g "?1‘ field offices would Integrated Educational s S uﬁ!n; ihe
o tn Biagiedesh it 1991 co- | when they will grow up and will lmr"trﬂn uIJH Programme for the blind and visit n at home and in
m:'h:fl;;mi be needed to take -:r.-h deci- m:ﬂytﬁh:hllhﬂm w impaired L;hmb:"‘ school on a regular basis.

It seems that the massive .. corase Iqulﬂcrl o [ PrAmary ” zﬁmmmm :pﬂlluu “Besides orientation and mobil-
amount spent on family plan- | Other activities of introduc-  #choo "‘“h";‘:hﬂs thana under Narayangan| thana, training are to the
ning programme and the in- tion of population education "'dldq“'::'"' e “n:': where Vision has identified blind and mnpm
frastructure and did such as development of popula- ™% P n:-n l-:: ne of 25 such special students. children, so that they can
not have significant impact on tion education materials for text ™Monitoring of the progress Vision's associale research move independently and at-
population growth. For exam- books according to the prepared tﬂ“h;%—h"““‘“‘m““‘ officer Wahidul Alam Khan tend school " said
ple, CPR has increased from 3 curriculum, fmparting training tion ‘;:‘::"m“"““m‘_ explained the main purpose Wahidul explaining main
per cent in 1969 to 18% in to the teachers and other edu- hﬂj“tc.cdl hfm would also of this programme “Integ- task and of Viston's
1981 and 40 per cent by 1990, i cators, documentation and Colicct data rescarch works rated Educational a Integrated Educational
but the impact has not been re- L - : - publication, research and eval- at the head office of lation mme is a programme re Programme.
flected in the birth rates, as Some are pf opinfon 5456t instead of a problem. = “population project’. The objec-  yation, preparation of teachers’ education located in ka. visually impaired children In this advanced
CBR (Crude Birth Rate) and that "education is the best con- *Through education re is a  tive of the projects was to intro- guide etc. were by They would feed the head office attend a regular school in world, there are all sorts of
TFR (Total Fertility Rate) re- traceptive®. But in Bangladesh ssibility to overcome the vi- duce population education the UNFPA assisted projects. At  With information relevant to the neighbourhood, along possibilities and ways to
mained ﬁmnm 33- perhaps due importance and us cycle of poverty and un- through some selected school this stage ( Le. from 1976 to population education. Evalua- with their ied Srother make each and every inds-
34, and respectively during emphasis was not given in edu-  wanted population growth.” subjects in an integrated way in  1980) of the project, besides the tion and monitoring were done and sister.” impossible vidual educated and self-re-
the last decade. cation sector. Education is the Fﬂl‘l.'ﬂb’ piann]ng should be the classes from [V to XIV. prepara activities for intro- t’y the H office through the feat is made Mw h, liant. Be the child

' first and foremost instrument to  turned into a social movement There were two phases of the  duction of population educa- local offices. Distribution  of the teachers of Vision. ‘handicapped’ or 'mnormal
Background . achieve successful population and be made more strength--  programme — first phase con-  tion. the project integrated . population education materials R S : there should not be any el

Specialists are of the opinfon  policy. Educated people can ened. Population should be re-  tinued from 1976 to 1979 and  ylation education ma in !0 schools and colleges were trained to work H:E blind cuse to avoid literacy.
that population control, social make informed choices and use garded as a part of the total de- the second phase continued the text books on Bengali, made by the head office through
change and economic develop- MCH-FP services at their own velopmental process. For im- from 1980 to 1985. During the Mathematics, Science, Soctal the local offices.

| for; ex-  proving the quality of life inte-  first phase two donor agencies  Studies etc. of classes IV& Vof . (To be continued) -
e needs of Special Children | P tT t a Break at
. Her colleagues and she dis- .
by Aasha Mehreen Amin ot poes o o U amaican School
2 country through various con-
this is a small proportion. trition of a pregnant mother She mentions that a modern, vidual efforts however have cerned organisations. The fe-
: :::u . :nterﬂ' children :l.:-. hydrocephalus (where hm :ophlatlc:]ltd ftmﬂt;m been significant. 10 years ago  sponse was quick. Mothers from b}l’ Suzanne Francis Brown
m or become s head is smaller than ¢ "National Centre for says Dr Zaman, a British - willa a i :
disabled. The 1992 report on thcwur 0k oide) ‘4¢ plewe- Special Education” has boen” isation called tearing Iy mll g ges S C;:m““ o W ACH small room holds a from the United Nations that most of their mothers
Childhood Dhn:bllltlﬂ thln :rw of the fe-  built but still awaits permission  School sent a child specialist wlthltheir cl'lﬂdrl:n’td:‘;lﬂicl“u“-: row of ETI';!!'IIIHIM- EuHHmnl th.:.n:l (Unicef), the themselves had babies as
estimates board. women ndation turmed around teenagers.
is head). All disabilities from the Ministry of Education called Monica Tomlin to pate in the training and for Diicking the I F.:":mm the lives of more than 11,000 The foundation. with local

to be 14 cent. At B their teachers thing amaicans whose aver
w per arc Pmuhh with ﬂm to start f“ﬂﬂtlﬂﬂlﬂg. Why ﬂnglﬂdtﬂh. Tomlin tested treatment lt[l-!cthﬂc_. H’wn{ to R - Jabt aine w“"'ﬁ! s - and overseas I'I.IP'P}I'L h?ﬂ

present there are more than 10+ supplements to the diet. | should not the schools for the many deafl children and gave came being

million disabled people In  respect, says Professor Zaman, disabled and this centre be some training to Weachetic P E;" ":gmn,:&:{ the :ﬁm scts them apart from the ageageis 14 ycars. with one centre in the capital
Bangladesh. These staggering UNICEF has done a marvellous bought: under the Ministry of the first time deaf children Hospital. average group of teenage Through ;u.un.;ﬂi pro- city of Kingston, still the head-
figures point out to the same  job with their immunization, Education as is the case in  started to speak. students studying for exams: all = of to  quarters site. It now covers the
rm has this number  jodized salt and vitamin A dis- neighbouring countries, de- ' | The school and clinié con- | are pregnant or have recently reduce the number who  island from seven centres. Many
aliowed %o be this high? tribution programmes. - mands Dr Zaman. In several Professor Zaman's own con-  tinue help children. Recently a | given birth. need its services, though the have in turn spawned pro-
Apathy, and in- - universities of these countries a  tributions to special education Cerebral Palsy unit has been Teen pregnancy is a big pool of pregnant teenagers re- grammes reaching into rural

ME’_; good an- Other non governmental or-  separate "Department of Special 7 Bangladesh have been ©pened with a trained physio- roblem in Jamaica. Often re- mains large. communities.
swers. from private or- ° ganisations also have pro- Education” has been estab- (remendous. In the 70s she es- therapist. Cerebral Palsy s a ted to abuse, neglect and in- The most recent figures, in a The centres provide aca-
ganisations have been ad- grammes for the disabled such lished for trading of teachers. lablished the Society for Care  discase that leaves sections of | stability — both social and eco-  report by Jamaica's Registrar-  demic programmes and, where
mirable but hardly enough and as Bangladesh National The area of disability, says Dr and Education of Mentally the brain damaged and corre- | nomic — its impact on the General, show that in 1989 possible, skills training All offer
from the government stand for the Blind, Bangladesh Zaman, is a multi-disciplinary Retarded children. During her  Sponding parts paralyzed. Many | young mothers’ lives is com-  mothers under 20 had 13,141  counselling for the girls, their
point neglighle compared to  Drishitheen Foundation, Ban- _area, health, education and so- PHD programme in the US Dr - of the childfen who come to the | pounded when, as is common, babies, about a quarter of families and their fathers”
the need. In an exclusive inter-  gladesh Protibandhi Founda-  cial services are all necessary Zaman had discovered that ev- clinic and school have either | they drop out of school. ' Jamaica's total of 55,726 — as they are commonly called.
cerebral palsy or Down Many go on to form a series  births. That represents a signif- [0 1992, the foundation began

Syndrome a genetic disecase

some to be formed in the DNA. By T8 Mty
Dr Zaman's latest achieve- . e
ment is the opening ofa w

Education Department at the
Institute of Education and
Research (DU). T'lu.- Institute
will offer a regular
for training post graduate stu-
dents to be teachers for special
children. The programme is the
first of its kind and includes a
one year Diploma and a two-
year M Ed mmmﬂpmhl Education.
Training in Special
+{ Education i{s no doubt directly
{ = connected to the well being of
- | disabled children. An untrained
teacher will do more harm than
good, says Dr Zaman. Most of
the existing schools for disabled
chtidren do not have properly
trained tgachers. "What | am
doing", says Dr Zaman, "is very
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S Syvench. Diows. 18+ ol B P Rl for fhate disabiad hoipors e 7, public school had a spectal ."she says. In a scenario where | THEIR MOTHERS ARE AT SCHOOL .

hearing impairmen : meeti education class. ¢ S ; _ .

sual disability, and mental dis- ﬂmlnimm .z.: mrk;nug ve basic nceds we are far behind  came back to this mun:y .-hc :L‘“LW;W““““I.;@:% Pam MEHE|I, director of the Women's Centre Foundation, and Margaret Warren, manager,
abflity. Within this broad cate- Mﬂnﬂl::dwrund; n:.;n. t wi other South Asian countries, started special education much can we expect for the dis- hold babies born to school age mothers
ﬂ:ﬂ are also levels of dis- and resources, despairs Dr Zaman. Something  classes in four schools begin-  abled? Awareness, says Dr | of unstable partnerships, each icant improvement over the 33  two homework assistance pro-
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small compared to the overall '3 ﬁ% " A

- their .
ranging from mild to se their contribution to making the  as basic as a braille press to ning with Will's Little Flower Zaman, has just started and s | resulting in another child, each per cent of births o teenaged grammes in r Kingston

vere. Each disability has itfown  lives of millions of disabled rint textbooks for the blind Sec
causal factor so the ¥ital ques- people better is only so much. gan not been uum:nh.llly de- mrz?luilrall?m::gu:iz :l::ﬂhﬁ wifhmt o th:mnumher of | with a different father. And the  mothers when the centre  communities. aim to reach
tion says Dr Zamen is are any Covernment assistance is, veloped yet and even toda tud h ST, Sonding rural ar- | next generation can expect o opened in 1978. vuinerable boys and girls aged 9
SF: Gt dnahilities . ave:: ke, eosncitish ’ ihers 5 16 Baiioial et y students in the Psychology eas for more information on | see fts children repeat the pat- “It's definitely going down,” to 13. ‘
ventable? If so, what mf be an essential o Drpnrln'lcn‘dlt"dand for mothers of  disability and to get treatment | tern. says Pam McNeil, the founda- McNed] “What we'
done? ' Government programmes, Dr special dmtmmﬁnﬁ S s ot ﬂ“dﬂlrr chlld:l-m Hogpforbironry Dut net those who find thets  tion's national director. “And | trying to :ﬁl:j?m up t:::
Zaman ts out, fo as and dumb’ ‘crippled’, | way to the Women's Centre think the reason is that we've
Although a large number of the blindpg::.:l dﬂ{;: on udc; help of hearing aides, deaf chil- Later Dr Zaman formed the ‘moron’ are only recently being | Foundation of Jamaica. The opened up the prub’lum n:t]: 'uf education. When we
disabilitics is causcd by fre- schools in 7 districts and inte- dren can hear almost perfect. :.in-ngl'.ﬂdcnh Protibondhi  replaced by ‘hearing fm ‘. | foundation offers an opportu- girls are beginning to see. dﬁ“-t“,“' Sach: eomier S0 et
quent road accidents and natu-  grated sfor theblind Many deal c ourdation which includes a ‘physically disabled men- | nity for some of these girls to They're beginning not to fall ‘et o g0 Ren wich
programme 4 children says Dr  school called 'Kallvani” and g & education and training.” The
tal disasters, most children are  in 47 regular schools. This is far Zaman, have nothing wrong  clinie Shishu Hlka.:hmz:unm h" tally disabled. We still of course, | break the cycle — to continue into the same trap that their el- foundation plans to its
hﬂﬂd'tnhlﬂnpurm from adequate considering that  with their vocal chords and s e Rt . r have a long way to go. Dr | their schooling, sit for exams der sisters and mothers did. in
one due to acute malnutritio the number of disabled chi the disabled. Dr Zaman contin- ~ Zaman believes that only a | and move on to a relatively | te of getti nd VRS 10 Mie whwies B gre
Vitamin A o & . children  can casfly learn 1o speak if  ed her awareness campaign by | ; M 7 GELENG. pTOgRans & gramme makes a difference in
*w cCauses are in U't “ﬂm. mmrr lﬂ-l.lﬂ'll Pmpcrlr, These stmole fT, movement al bd'l.h ﬂwmu normal .-nd 'Dﬂ,tn hi‘!'lh d" d oul. "
blindness while fodine defi- says Dr. Zaman, the turn out of training !cchnﬁues have "I:“ gn;;ﬁ:]g ttﬂni:ghzathgumnm RS Wvenesg Moyl oen. | rected i SHTHMRION. TGS . oo th!-'lr '
Clency causes goiter which af-  students is very low and teach-  yet been developed. ul'diﬂb?cd :hnﬂdrgntim ":i; make any real breakthrough. Since 1978, working on a that most of the girls live In a "We're doing some education
Nnruralar-  One wonders lf_ih: has already | shoestring budget supple- household where their mother using ex-students,” says

fects the brain; severe maln t
_ S o properly trained. Progress resulting from indi-  cas. - started it. | mented by 830,000 in funds is raising her family alone, and McNetl.



