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Tamil refugees 1n
Lankan camps starve

COLOMBO, Aug 24: Tamil

in a Shri Lankan camp

are suffe from malnourish-
ment and virtually starving after
failing to receive dry rations
[rom the government for more
than three weeks, a relief official
said on Monday, reports Reuter.

"The situation is getting
worse day by day. There is star-
vation and utrition,” the

official from the United Nations
High Commiissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR), told reporters.

He said that 370 at
the camp in northern Vavuniya
had been without dry rations
since August 1 due to wrlnglng
between mment ncies
responsible for their

The families had been stay-
ing in India since fleeing fight-
ing between Tamil rebels and
governmefit troops in the north
and the east in July 1990. They
returned to Shri Lanka in
January and were lving in the

Vavuniya camp.
The o said a govern-
ment :tnhr:d that d::t'lt?:u the
rations stop i
this month because thcym
not been reimbursed from the
Rehabilitation Ministry, which
in turn had not recefved funds
from the treasury. A treasury
official said sometimes there
were delays in disbursements
for rehabilitation work.

"But it depends on the prior-
ity. If some other government
n?iml has a more immediate
need, get the money
and there is a delay for the
Rehabilitation Ministry which
monthly gets funds from us for
its work,"” he said.

Rehabilitation Ministry offi-
cials were not available for
comment. About 24,000 Tamils
have returned out of 100,000
Shri Lankans living in refugee
camps in Southern India.

Azad Kashmiris threaten to join () the
struggle against India

MUZAFFARABAD, Pakistan,
Aug 24: Militant leaders in
Pakistan-controlled Kashmir
say sentiment is growing here
for people to join an uprising
against Indian rule on the other
side of the divided Himalayan
region, reports Reuter.

They allege that Indian
troops have killed, tortured or
raped thousands.of people in a
drive inst Muslim sepa-
ratists, enraging relatives and
kinsmen across the border in
Pakistan's Azad (free) Kashmir.

"The youths from Azad
Kashmir are demanding that we
provide weapons and training to
participate in the struggle,” said
Raja Muzaffar, senfor vice-
chairman of the separatist
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation
Front {(JKLF).

"If the Indians want to de-
clare open war on the
Kashmiris, the people of Azad
Kashmir wﬂljuln in the ntruﬁl-c

practically. We will be armed
and the Pakistani authorities
will not be able to stop us.”

Azad Kashmir Prime Minister
Sardar Abdul Qayuum said in a
speech on Monday: "a day will
come when Azad Kashmiris
have to shed their blood for the
brothers in (Indian) occupied
Kashmir.”

Police and hospitals in
Indian-ruled Kashmir, the only
Muslim-majority state in mainly
Hindu India, say at least 12,000
people have been killed since
the uprising began in earnest
three-and-a- half ago. The
JKLF says 35,000 have died.

Violence has escalated after
a series of army killings of civil-
ians, including the s of a
young boy and his parents in-
side their home in the state
summer capital of Srinagar.

Kashmiri separatist groups
have a big presence in

Kashmir and send fighters
across the ceasefire line, the de
[acto border, to battle against
Indian security forces.

The militants say most of
those who have crossed so far
were refugees from Indian-ruled
Kashmir, not residents of Azad
Kashmir,

' Thousands of Kashmiris
from both sides have taken part
in several unarmed protest
marches from Azad Kashmir
since early 1992, aiming to
breach the ceasefire line. They
were blocked each time by
Pakistani troops and police,
who shot dead at Jeast 11
demonstrators.

Rashid Turabi, head of the
Muslim fundamentalist Jamaat-
I-Islami party in Azad Kashmir,
said local patience was wearing
thin as the violence worsened.

"If the situation prevails for a
long time, 1 think it will be diffi-

cult to stop Kashmiris from
here and even Pakistanis who
are committed,” he told in the
Azad Kashmir capital of

Muzaflarabad.
“They will come out and
to violate the ceasefire line wi

even more force.”

Asked if he meant s they
would march with arms, he
replied: "yes, it can be.”

Turabi said perhaps "a few
hundred” youths from Azad
Kashmir, Pakistan, Alghanistan

and some Arab countries had

already slipped across the bor-
der insecret to fight with the
Kashmiri Mujahideen (IsJamic
fighters) in Indian-ruled terri-
tory.
He said the situation could
escalate into a regional war or
even a nuclear conflict as both
Pakistan and India have the ca-
pability to make nuclear
WEapons.

US to send 400 more
troops to Somalia

WASHINGTON, Aug 24:
President Bill Clinton is to send
up to 400 extra US soldiers to
Somalia according to a report
by CBS on Monday, says AFP.
television channel
guoting unnamed administra-
tion officials, said Clinton had
decided to send the troops fol-
lowing the recent spate of at-
tacks against US trm:rpl by
Somali bandits.

The latest attack came
Sunday in Mogadishu when six
American soldiers serving with

the UN Force were
slightly when their mili-
tary vehicle hit a landmine.

Four American soldiers, in-
cluding two women, were in-
jured when their vehicle was hit
by a landmine in Mogadishu on
Thursday.

On August 8, four American
soldiers were killed in another
mine explosion in southern

ishu. The area is con-
trolled by warlord Mohamed

Farah Aideed.

Another report from
Mogadishu ‘Adds: Somali gun-
men fired four mortar shells
into Mogadishu Airport late
Monday, but there were no im-
mediate reports of casualties or

Foreign journalists at
the Al Shahafi lmt:lrt:fntm‘[lr
from the heard several
explosion, followed by the
sound of small arms fire from
the direction of the airport.

¢ Helicopter gunships belong-
ing to the UN Peacckeeping
Force in Somalia (UNOSOM II)

could be seen hovering over the

The UN on Saturday closed
Mogadishu Atrport saying it had
information that militiamen
loyal to fugitive Somali warlord

Mohamed Farah Aideed pos-
sesscd anti-aircraft weapons
which could be used against UN
troops. *
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US slates Niﬁﬂ_

ted States deplores the

erian junta: me uvn

n mﬂury regime’s continued

abuse of the fundamental human rights of its eitizens, McCurry

declared, reports USIS.
"Respect for human righ

ts in the foundation of democratic

civil society, and the regime’s constant attacks on human rights

organizations, the press and judicial

nce do not augur

well for the future of democracy in Nigeria, " the spokesman said

in a formal statement.

“We note with particular dismay the regime's harassment,
intimidation and detention of human rights activists, its prc.
scriptions of press organs, and its seizures of publications.” he

8 Kurd rebels killed: rueh soiders

killed cight Kurdish guerillas Monday while freeing two Britons
and two Afghans kidnapped hours earlier by the rebels, a

Turkish official said, AP
Turkish troops
of the midnigh

reporis from Ankara.

chased the guerillas on a tip from witnesses
t abduction in the Batman
ern Turkey, said the official,

province in southeast-
speaking on condition of

anonymity. In London, the Foreign Office confirmed that two
Britons were freed afler a clash between the rebels and security

forces.

19084 More than 7.000

The Kurdish rebels are members of the Kurdistan
Workers Party (PKK), which has been
people have d

19 die in Berbian misha

people were killed and dozens injured in Serb

ting for sell-rule since

. Nineteen
', lnuthtrn

pmdﬂn-mwﬂ:nnhuludmm the
Tanjug news agency reported Monday, AP says from Belgrade.

The state l..rnr.'{' quoted eyewlilnesses as saying
us carrying
nnﬂtwhntlmmrﬂrmhljt

train ran into the
stopped

that the

local workers. The bus had
six kilo-

meters (3 1/2 miles) west of the provincial capital of Pristina.

Measles claim 25 children: s

25 children have died from an outbreak of measles that may

have been caused by

inferior vaccine, nrr.pon-l health officer

said Tuesday, AP reports from Phili
Dr. Sulpicio Legazpi said the out ruhbellntn..luntlnrc

mwie islands off the coast of Surigao

del Norte province on the

northeastern corner of Mindanao Island,
He said measles vaccine had been sent to the area in April as

part of a nationwide immunization p
during the time needed to ship

vaccine may have lost

.ﬂuthtuﬂlh'

from Manila to remote villages 600 miles (960 kﬂuntltrnl

southeast of the capital.

7 killed in Russian
Seven people were killed Monday
crashed while attempting an emergency land
southern Russian city of Volgograd, Interfax repo

services, AFP says
Antonov 12's four engines failed as the planc

quoting emer
Three of

wgnlane crash:

an air force plane
near the

yesierday,
from Moscow.

was plying toward Astrakhan on the Caspian Sea, ft added.

plane went down near

about 60 kilome -

ters (37 miles) southwest of Volgograd, the agency said.

| hN HDLT ISIAHD Denmark A Dutch sn]\rage t.eam raises a German submarine "U534"
the seabed August 23. The submarine was sunk by British aircraft on May 5 in 1945, just a few
days before the end of the World War I, and could be carrying secret Nazi documents or gold

bu]llm

— AFP photo

3 more ministers
in LLankan
cabinet

COLOMBO, Aug 24: Shri
Lankan President Dingiri Banda
umﬂngn appointed two new

ministers and a deputy
minister on Monday, statement
from the Presidential Secreta-
riat said, Reuter.

It said Paul Perera was the
new Minister of Lands and John
Amaratunge Minister of Home
Affairs and Provincial Councils.

Perera is also Deputy Minis-
ter of Science and Technology
and Amaratunge is Depu
Minister of Foreign Affairs,
have retained these posts.

The lands portfolio was ear-
lier held by Gamini Athukorale,
who retains his posts of For-
estry and Irrigation Develo-
pment. The Provincial Councils
post was held by Festus Perera
who remains Minister of Public
Administration.

Wijetunga also appointed
Dharmadeva Jayasinghe as
Deputy Minister of Home Affairs
and Provincial Counctls.

Angolan forces retake Camanongue

SAD TOME, Aug 24: Angolan

ment forces have retaken

the town of Camanongue in

Eastern Angola from UNITA

rebels, state radio said
on Monday, reports Reuter.

The radio, monitored in the
island state of Sao Tome and
Principe, said nt tro-
ops inflicted dozens of ca-
sualties on UNITA fighters in
the weekend battle for Cama-
nongue, 52 km (32 miles) from
the previously besieged city of
Luena.

Ca is on the road
north from Luena, capital of
Mexico = o Saurimo,

capital of Luanda south pro-
vince, which has also been

under rebel siege for several

The World Food amme
(WFP) resumed aid flights to
Luena and Saurimo last week.
It had them after
UNITA fired at a UN plarie in
northwestern Angola in mid-

July,

UNITA (the National Union
for the Total Independence of
Angola), occupied Camanongue
last October when it went back
to war against the ruling MPLA
(Popular Movement for the
Liberation of Angola).

T‘El'ﬂﬂlldﬂ!l;rtdﬂfrﬂe

ments to end 16

war in 199] but UHITA took up
arms again last year after losing
clections to the MPLA.

State radio and UNITA radio
both reported that government
and rebel representatives were
due to take in a series of
meetings in the Zimbabwedn
capital Harare on Monday with
the aim of resurrecting the

pCace process.

The radio said the UN special
representative in Angola,
Alioune Blondian Beye, Angolan
Foreign Minister Venancio De
Moura and UNITA's acting sec-
retary for foreign affairs, Paulo
Lukamba Gato, would all meet
Zimbabwean President Robert
Mugabe.

Beye and De Moura flew
into Harare at the weekend.

Beye's predecessor, Briton

Margaret Anstee,organ
sponsored peace l,nlkl in the
Ivory Coast capital Abidjan ear-
lier this year, but they
after six weeks when UNITA re-
fused to sign a ptlt:!: prolneul
which the

Beye said on Su that no
date had yet been set for a new
round of peace talks, which
were expected to start in Harare
or another Alrican capital by
September 15 at the latest.

' The U.N. Security Council

meels on September 15 to re-
view the Angloan situation. It
has threatened UNITA with
sanctions if it does not honour

the 1991 peace agreements by
then.

DZEBRAIL, Aug 24:
Azerbaijani troops have with-
drawn [rom this city, south

ol Nagormo-Karabakh, after sev-
eral s' siege by Armenian
forces, correspondents on the
scene reporied today, says AFP.

A T-72 tank and several ar-
tillery , including a Grad
multiple rocket launcher, fired
on Armenian positions for two
hours late Monday to cover the
withdrawal of the last
Azerbatjan! soldiers from the
lelevision station in the south-
west of the city.

The Armenian forces took!

over Lthe Azeri positions around
Dzcbrail, but respected their
commander’s orders not to en-
ler the city.

An AFP correspondent with
five Armenian reconnalssance
scouts in an outlying vill:]'e
saw that the city was virtually
deserted.

All but the aged seemed o
have fled. The city's buildings
were not heavily damaged.

The retreating Azerbafjanis
fled toward the Iranian border,

a mere 15 kilometres (9 miles)
south.

The fall of Dzebrail mcans
that the Armernians now control
the national highway linking
the regions of Zanguelan and
Kubatly in the southwestern

Saudis to inspect
Chinese cargo

DUBAI, Aug 24: A Chinese
ship said by Washington to be
carrytng chemical weapons ma-

r lran is on its way (o a
Saudi Arabian port and China
hopes the Saudis will inspect
the cargo, a Chinese
Diplomat in Riyadh said on
Tuesday, reports Reuter.

"The ship now is going to
Dammam Port,” the Chinese
diplomat told. "There are con-
tacts between the Chinese and
the Saudi side on how to con-
duct the inspection.

"We agree that inspection be
conducted by the Saudi side in
the presence ol a Chinese rep-
resentative, but we don't agree
lo inspection by the Ameri-
cans.”

Azeritroops flee Dzebrail

corner of Azerbaijan with the
Eastern two-thirds of the coun-
trym Azeris still hold the sec-
ondary roads along the Iranian
border.

Meanwhile, AP quoting a lo-
cal official from Baku, said: At
least two peoplc were killed
Tuesday and three were
wounded in clashes with gun-
men loyal to a separatist war-
lord in southern Azerbaijan.

Opposition demonstrators oh
Monday ousted Alikram
Gumbatov from the main gov-
ernment building in the
Cas Sea city ol Lenkoran,
only 35 kilometers (20 miles)
from the Iranian border.

Gumbatov was reported to
have fled the city on Monday,
but on Tuesday he was holed
up in a military base in the
center of the city, the head of
the regional mment said,

A retired army coloncl and
former Communist Party leader
who s said to command 3,000
men and scores of tanks,
Gumbatov proclaimed the re
glon an autonomous republic
within Azerbatjan on August 7.

| Phoolan Devi

suffering
from cancer

NEW DELHI, Aug 24: India’s
“Handit Queen™ Phoolan Devi,
who surrendered in 1983 after a
reign of terror in the Chambal
ravines, is reportedly suffering
from eancer in prison and has

sought parole, reports AFP.

A petition was brought in the -

Supreme Court here Monday
requesting parole for Devi, press
reports said Tuesday. The peti-
lion said she was syffering from
cancer and chances of her sur-
vival were slim if her incarcera-
tion continued.’

Judges S.R. Pandian and
Kuldip Singh ordered the
Medical Superintendent of
Gwalior Jail in central India to
submit a report on Devi's health

| in three weeks but refused im-

mediate parole.
She had taken to the

Chambal ravines, the notorious
badlands of central India, in
1981 after shooting 20 upg:rl'
caste men dead to avenge
alleged rape by members of
their commu .

Her life has been the subject
ol several movies and books.

The Buily Star 5
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Hokawa still a chi
to his wife

TOKYO: Japanese Prime Minister Morthire Hosokawa is not
the “male chauvinist pig type” hmltrmirnallx—y:nr-nldcl:ﬂld
at heart, according to his wife Kayoko, reports AEP.

She made the remarks in
an interview publish Tuesday
in the daily paper Mainichi.

"He's not the male
chauvinist type. The worst | |
can say abgut him is he's a bit
spoiled and self-centered. It's
as if his body has kept ¥
growing but he permanently
remains a six-year-old,” she
She dismissed as a “pack of
lies® rumours that their son
had problems in the United
States over uana use or
that her husband might be
implicated in some of Japan's
scandals.

She also rejected the per-
ception of her B55-year-old
husband as something of a
lady’'s man, saying “he's kind
not only to women but also to
men. “I'm not particularly
worried, although |1 sometimes
till him to be careful because h:ran'hcnﬂlurﬂuﬂund

*Sometimes women mistake his kindness loward them as

directed at them,” she added.
Hosokawas, who met when they were both students at
Sophia University in Tokyo, have a son and two daughters.

True romantic tour
on a gondola

VENICE: A French couple who went i:rlmmﬂcwttni;

dnn'thuwwhnmhmg:dthcmnrmﬂ'itmm-
!'l:lt obliged to excuse ourselves and
to preserve our reputation,” said Ivan
Fasan, a gondolier along the Grand Canal.

Fasan said -the gondoliers sent the couple a letter asking
them to accept the money as a sign of solidarity and offered
them a "true romantic tour on a gondola” if they come back to

Venice. : :
Beer drinkers’ contest

PRAGUE, Czech Republic: was hard enough —
dumﬂngtmmllhtu‘]ufh:trmmgu]p But that was only
the prelude fo an arduous bout of elbow-bending, reports AP.

The winner? A bus driver who rarely indulges in alcohol. The
man, who was not identified by the state CTK news agency, put
away 20 pints (nearly 10 liters) of brew Saturday to triumph at
the annual beer drinkers’ contest in Strakonice.

The contest, held about 75 miles [120 kilometers) southwest
of Prague, was open to who would by drain a two-pint
(1-litre) glass of beer at one gulp.

Many cleared that hurdle. After a short break, the contest
began in earnest — competitors had to down six pints (nearly 3
litres] an hour.

Only eight finalists survived into the evening. And only two
made it till midnight, when the winner was announced.

mammmln.mucﬂchmﬂhmmw
moncy, said CTK.

Czechs have one of the highest beer consumption in the
world — downing an average ol nearly 42 gallons (170 litres)
each annually.

Dogs eat new-born infant

VIZIANAGARAM (Andhra Pradesh): In a gruesome incident, a
new-born infant, abandoned by her mother, was eaten up by
stray dogs in Chinamerangj, village of the district on Sunday,
reports PTI.

An unidentified woman dumped the baby on a garbage heap
and disappeared, according to the villagers who could not hear
thccrit:lnfthehclpl:ninfnntmnudngl on her.

were later shocked to find the half-eaten baby near the
garbage bin. They said the stigma of an tllegitimate relation
might Have led the mother to disown her child.

Royal treatment
at Disney World

ORLANDO: Princess Diana and her two sons will get the
royal treatment when the family arrives at Walt Disney World
for a three-day visit, reports AP,

Orange County sherills
deputies will escort the royal
family to the Grand Floridian,
one of Disney's plushiest re- F&
sorts, after their scheduled L&
arrival Tuesday alternoon,
said sheriffs spokesman
Deputy Carlos Padilla.

Diana is bringing Prince
William, 11, and Prince Harry
8, but hot her es hus-
band and heir to the throne,

*Her request was to be here
for a low-key vacation with her
children,” Orange County
Capt. R. Roger Clark told The
Orlando Sentinel for a story

Tuesday.
The princess just threc
weeks ago had complained va-

cations are never relaxing be-
cause of persistent photogra-
phers.

But Princess Diana may

find peace at the Grand
Floridian — where the best room features French doors, marble

floors and lots of mirrors; both bedrooms boast more-than-king-
sized beds; plush robes, fresh flowers and nt views are
included for 1,450 dollars a night; and tea is served from 3 to 5

pm daily.
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