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Croats still blocking UN

food convoy to Mostar

SARAJEVO, Aug 23: Bosnian
Croats are still blocking a
United Nations food convoy
from reaching the Muslim sec-
tor of Mostar where 386,000

_ are under sicge, a UN of-

Lyndall Sachs,
spokeswoman for the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees,
said the UN had been unable to
contact anyone on the Bosnian
Croat side with enough author-
ity to allow the convoy in.

Bosnian President Aljja
Izetbegovic has called on the
United Nations Security Council
for help in gttl:lnj emergen
aid through to Mu Im:_trnppz
in Mostar, Sarajevo radio re-

. In a letter to the United
Nations, lzetbegovic said Bos- .
nian Croat forces had violated
the human hts of Muslims
blockaded on eastern side of
the city in what he termed a
"true catastrophe,” the radio
said.

The President appealed to
the United Nations to send offi-
cials from the UN High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
and the UN Protection Force
(UNPROFOR] to Investigate
conditions in the southwestern
city of Mostar.

AFP from Brussels adds:
NATO countries expressed ala

rm today at the deteriorating
sftuation in Mostar.

Diplomats said that the
North Atlantic Treaty Organ-
isation (NATO) was keeping a
close eye on discussions at the
United Nations aimed at making
Mostar a 'sale areca,” which
would give it a measure of
NATO air protection. X

They were speaking after a
meeting of NATO's senfor politi-
cal committee,, which was

SARAJEVO, Aug 23:
Bosnian Croats on Monday

west of Sarajevo, which the
United Nations has not so far
named a ‘safe area.’ .

"I the situation continues to

deteriorate, it would be neces-

sary to include Mostar as a safe
arca,” one diplomat present at
the meeting said.

Another said that the situa-
tfon at Mostar had been de-
scribed as ‘desperate,’ and that
the meeting had noted propos-
als that the European commu-
nity should take over the ad-
ministration of the divided city.

Izetbegovic called a meeting

gave in to UN demands of his republic's parliament and

and said they would allow
aid to reach tens of
thousands of desperate
Muslims trapped in battle-
scarred Mostar, reports
AP.

briefed by high-level US oflicials
on the siege of Sarajevo and
Bosnian peace talks in Geneva,

The diplomats, who spoke on
condition that they not be {den-
tified by name or country, said
there was agreement to
keep alive NATO's threat of air
strikes against Bosnfan Serb
forces besieging Sarajevo and
five other Muslim arcas,

The air strike threat, fssued
by the 16-nation NATO on
August 9, does not apply to
Mostar, 80 kilometres south-

other public figures next Friday
to discuss the latest Bosnian
peace deal proposed in Geneva.

But he told a news confer-
ence on Sunday that he would
not be able to recommend that
the assembly endorse the plan
to divide the former Yugoslav
republic into three ethnic mini-
slates.

"1 will not propose that they
vote for such a proposal,” the
Muslim leader said, "1 believe
that such a propoesal will not be
acceptable, no matter what my
suggestions will be.”

The assembly will include

parliamentary deputies, public

fecs and army officers. It will

have as many people as possi-
ble to attend.

Arafat must quit, says
Fatah commander

SIDON (Lebanon), Aug 23:
The commander of PLO Chair-
man Yasser Arafat’s Fatah's
Fatah forces in Lebanon said

the Palestine Liberation

Organisation chicf should step

down because financial crisis

had reduced - its fighters to
Reuter.

Licutenant-Colonel Munir
Maqgdah said Arafat should re-
sign also because of Palestinian
concessions at peace talks with
Isracl, internal PLO problems
and “the tragedy” of Pales-
tinians dependent on the PLO,

His call came a day alter the
PLO's veteran represéntative to
Lebanon, Sahfiq Al-Hoot, with-
drew from the PLO executive
committee saying the organisa-
tion was being wrecked by
problems over leadership, peace
talks and finance.

"] want o tell Mr President
Abu Ammar (Arafat) where is
the independent Palestintan
dectsion -making?” Maqgdah told
reporters in Ain Al Hilweh
Palestinian refugee camp near
the southern port of Sidon

“He who is tired let him take
a rest, others will continue with
the revolution,” Maqgdah said
*For how long will he [Arafat)
just look at the tragedy the

Nurses' strike

From page | vol 7

Bangladesh Nurses Associa-
on, in a statement, prolested
the remarks made by the lHealth
Minister while talking to The
Daily Star Monday

They rejecied Lthe arguments
of the Minister, saying the au-
thorities could have taken steps
much earlicr o appoint a DG as
well as fill the 38 vacant posis
in the Nursing Direclorate,
which would have averted the

situation.

“The burning question Is,
why are s0 many posts lying va-
cant in the Direclorale? Was 1t
only to create a situation like
this one?"

The statement, jointly signed
by the Association president
Rexina |slam and secretary gen-
eral Hosne Ara Begum, added:
"Did the ment in 1977 (a
BNP government] commit &
wrong by setting up the Nursing
Directorate which the present
administration thinks must be

Leaders of the Bangladesh
Nursing Tecachers' Association
termed the statements ol the
Health Minister “illogical and
unfounded -

The recent decision to place
the of the nurses under the

Drectorate was “a deep
rooted conspiracy.” they ob
served.

President of the Nursing
Teachers' Assoctation Hosne

the hospitals
Fenchuganj Fertiliser
to be closed in Dec

The urea fertiliner fmnlz:t
m

Fenchugan] will be closcd
December 31 next o lacilitate

Palestinian people are living?”

He said mlm of killed PLO
guerillas were suffering for a
sixth month because the PLO
was not paying pensions or
salaries and "hundreds of
fighters and dozens of officers
had become beggars.”

"If there is no choice in front
of him but Gaza, let him re-
sign,” said the mainstream
Fatah faction commander of
demands that Israel leave the
occupied Gaza Strip in a trial
pullout.

Maqdah, referring to Arafat
saying last week discussion on

the status of east Jerusalem

would be raised during a third
year of interim Palestintan self-
rule, said Palestinian conces-
sions "have reached the taboos:
Jerusalem.”

Death penalty
for Pak drug

traffickers

ISLAMABAD, Aug 23: Pakis-
lan s carclaker cabinet approv
ed a proposal laday to introduce
tougher penaltics, Including the
death sentence as parl of a
crackdown against drug barons
and traflickers, reportis AFP

Govt college
teachers threaten

strike
By Staff Correspondent
Some 11,000 rnment

college teachers will observe a
two-day token strike from
September 1 protesting the
d!lg' dallying of the authoritics
in solving the problems of the
education cadre,

A press release of BCS
General Education Association
said il the demands of the
teachers are not met by August
31, they will go for a grealer agl-
tation after September 3.

The teachers alleged that the
Ministry of Finance is sitting on
various decisions relating to
higher scales and creation of

They also alleged that the
Public Scrvice Commission (s

holding files on proposals for
promotion of 20 Laboratory

demonstrators to lecturership
without any reasons.

The tcachers also alleged
unplanned nationalisation of
educational institutions on the

recommendations of influential
quarters.

Child labourers

Action against 2
garments factories

Authorities during surprise

visits to 23 garments [aclorics
found only 73 child labourers

working in two faclories out of
the total number of 7,684
workers engaged in those firms,
reports BSS.

Legal actions had already
been taken against the two fac-
tories for employing child
labourers.

the construction of a new urea whh:lwﬂﬂli::

hﬂ,m which s experied garment lories a

0 be commdasioned fof pro. Measures against employing

duction In the first of child labourers by garment fac-
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Another State
Deptt official
quits over

Bosnia issue
WASHINGTON, Aug 23: A

State Department official who-

specializes in Eastern Europe

and aggression in Bosnia, re-
ports AP.

“ Stephen Walker, 30, is the
fourth official to quit since last
August to protest the Clinton
administration’'s approach to
the conflict in the former

Yugoslav republic.

Babangida to

quit tomorrow

LAGOS, Aug 23: Nigeria's
military ruler General Ibrahim
Babangida will step down on
Wednesday, a senfor aide said
today.

1 can assure you that he is
leaving on Wednesday,” the
aide, who asked not to be
named, told Reuters.

Gayoom elected

for another term

COLOMBO, Aug 23: Mald-
ives President Maumoon Abdul
Gayoom was today elected by
the country’s parliament as the
sole candidate for another five-
year term in office, Maldivian
officials contacted over
telephone said, reports AFP.

Gayoom, 55, pollked 28 volds
while his main contender and
brother-in:-law llyas Ibrahim
mounied a serfous challenge
gctting 18 votes in the 48-mem-
ber Mujilis or parllament.

His nomination means he s
almost certain to be re-elected
when he goes before the
100,000-strong electorate where
he needs 51 per cent of the

popular vote to be confirmed in
i

'. Lahore HC

From Page | Col 8
Minister Moeen Qureshi's gov-
ermmenl

Qureshi assumed office after
president Ghulam Ishaq Khan
and prime minister Nawaz
BhlﬂlP agreed to step down
July 18 to pave the way for mid-
term polls under an army medf-
ated formula to end mutual
hostility and political rivalry
between the country's two top
men

Immediately aflter his
takeover the carcilaker admin-
istrations  (n the federal gov-
ernment and the provinces
reshuflled top bureaucrals,
fearing they might influenee the
elections scheduled for October
6 and 9.

Justice Mallk, hearing a pe-
titton challenging the govern-
ment order by a highway engl-
neer Abdul Qayyum, stopped
any further transfer of gov-
ernment officers until fresh or
ders from the court.

Flood situation
in Ctg, Cox's Bazar
improves

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 23:
Flood waters began to recede
from the tnundated areas of

Chittagong and Cox’'s Bazar dis-

tricts, marking an overall im-
proverment in the sttuation fol-
lowing a respite in the rainfall,
ad ministration sources sald.
The Met Office recorded only
2 mm of rainfall here in the
Met officials said the skies
here had now cleared consider-

past
ably

An effigy of

Club.

Jamaat leader Golam Azam was
burned yesterday by activists of the Ghatak-Dalal Nirmul
Samannaya Committee in front of the Jatiya Press

— Star photo

Nirmul's sit-in in front
of JS Bhaban Sept 26

By Staff Correspondent

The Ghatak Dalal Nirmul
Jatiya Samannaya Committee
will hold a sit-in demonstration
in front of the Jatiya Sangsad
building on September 26.

Announcing this at a rally of
students and youths in front of
the Jatiya Press Club yesterday
evening, committee chiel
Jahanara Imam said two to
three lakh people would be mo-
bilised in the capital to make
the Scplember 26 programme a
success. Besides, she added,
demonstrations would also be
oranised on the day at every
thana and district of the coun-
try to press for trial of Jamaat
leader Golam Azam as a 'war
criminal.’

According to commitice
sources, Lhe sit-in demonstra-
tion was hurriedly decided after
the police reportedly snatched
away a 30-foot-tall effigy of
Golam Azam Sunday night from
the Arts Institute students who
had made it

Announcement of a dawn-1o-
dusk hartal is expected to be
made on Scpiember 26,

Yesterday's rally was organ-
ised as part of the Samannaya
Committee's natlonwide pro-
gramme ol burning Azam's ¢l
flgy

The rally over, an efligy of
Azam was set afire. This effigy
was hurriedly made alter police
allegedly took away a bigger one
the s night

Addressing the gathering,
Jahanara Imam called on Lhe
student bodies to maintain
unity and stréngthen further
their resolve against the ‘war
criminals, communal forces and
thetr protectors,’

Reminding the students of

their glorious role starting from
the Language Movement of
1952 to the anti-aulocracy agj-
tation of 1990, Jahanara’' Imam
told the rally, "No force can
stand before you.”

Imam wondered how the
killers of Sheikh Mujib re-
mained untried and a law like
the Indemnity Act was allowed

to remain in the country's”

Constitution.

The Nirmul Committee
leader reiterated her accusation
that the ment was back-
ing the Jamaat-Shibir-Freedom
Party-Juba Command clique
which dared to attack the pro-
ind e people.
She told the rally that eight
mere ‘'war criminals’ were being
investigated and the charges
would be made public before
the Victory Day, Dec 16,

The committee will also or-
ganise a series of rallies in front

of the Press Club from today

until September 4.

Presided over by Awami
Juba League president Nurul
Majid Humayun.: the rally wis
also addressed by the leaders |
14 student bodfes and three
youth organisations.

Our Chittagong Correspo-
ndent adds: Several hundred
Nirmul Committee supporters
marched through the ‘city
streels yesterday demanding
trial of Golam Azam and his
associates for his alleged war
crimes in 1971,

Earlier, the local Nirmul
Committee organised a student-
youth rally at the Shahid Minar
premises tn the city calling for
execution of the ‘verdict’ passed
during 'public trial' of Golam
Azam lasl year,

i PM reviews pry

edn programme

| of Barisal today

BARISAL, Aug 23: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
will inavgurate a review meeting
on primary and mass education
of Barisal division here tomor-
row,
Officials said the Prime
Minister will be apprised of the

| enrolment position in the pri-

mary schools and progress of
the mass education project in
the diviston.

The Primary and Mass
Education Department has ar-
ranged the meeting at the
Aswinikumar Town Hall at 11
in the morning.

A district-level review meet-
lnl%‘:ml the Thana Education
O rs on August 11 revealed
that 3,07,404 children of the 6-
10 years age group out of the
total: 3,61, 3684 under the ten
thanas ol the district had en-
rolled in different schools this
year.

There are 945 government
and 225 non-government pri-
mary schools in the distriet,

However, p education
officials pointed out that 40 to
60 per pent of the enrolled stu-
dents have dropped out of their

other reasons.

Financial crisis of the pri-
mary schools, lack of teaching
stafl and furniture had also

tinue their studies, they said.

- HC adjourns
contempt of

court hearing
By Staff Correspondent .

The counsel for novelist
Humayun Ahmed yeslerday ar-
gued before a division bench of
*the High Court that a published
ncwspaper statement made by
the writer does not constitute a
contempt of court.

Ahmed is ¢ with con-
tempt of court for statements he
e in an interview with a
vernacular daily in February
last, Matiur Rahman Chou-
dhury, Editor of the Bangla-
bazar Palrika, and two journa-
lists of the newspaper are also
co-accused in the case.

The hearing began belore
Justice FHM Habibur Rahman
and Justice Mainur Reza
Choudhury. All the defendants
were present in court.

Advocate Md Gaziul ug, on
behall of Ahmed, submitted
that the statement made by the
defendant in the interview was
not scandalous. He argued that
since the writer only attempied
o anake some construclive
criticisms about the prevailing
conditions in the courts, his
statements did not fall within
the mischicl of contempl.

However, Assistant Atlorncy
General Syed Abu Kawser, ap-
pearing for the state, firmly op-
poscd Lhe defence argument.
I he asserted that the impugned
stalement regarding judges is
scandalous and contemptuous
of the judges and the courts,

Dr Kamal Hossain, appear:
ing on behalfl of the newspapcr
editor and other fournalists,
submitted before the courl thal
he could not prepare for the
hearing and prayed for an ad-
journment.

The court granted the prayer

and adjourned the hearing t{ll

j November 9,

forced the students to discon- .

schools because of poverty and
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The road in front of the Secretariat was submerged due to yesterday's heavy downpour which

almost paralysed city life.

Incessant downpour yester
day paralysed city life for the
second surcessive day.

The Met Office recorded 30
mm of rainfall in the capital
which leflt most low lying arcas
submerged under knee-decp
water, |t started raining from
ecarly yesterday morning and
continued until afternoon.

An active low over the coun-
try was responsible for the
downpour, the Metl Office said.

Oandaria, Narinda, Shan

Maltbagh, Kakrail, the

tinagar
| Dhanmondi Road 27 erossing

By StafT Correspondent

Sobhanbagh, Narimuddin Road,

and parts of Mirpur Road were
the most aflfected arcas. Many
vehicles were seen stuck in the
middle of the submerged roads.
ey drivers opted for aterriase
o
routes to -w"u': roads under
water, of vegetable and
fish were also inadequate (@ the
cfty markets due to the down-
pour. Attendance al schools,
colleges and offices wis also
thin. The only rush was noticed
at the video shops with people
forced 1o siay

ome sceking

— PID photo -

City experiences heavy rainfall

ways lo pass Lhe time.
Reports recefved from differ-

enl parts of the country sa
heavy showers were
in most of the country on the
day.

The h t fall, 120 mm,
WAS 1CCD in Dinajpur and

Bogra.

According to the weather
forecast, moderate or heavy
rains accompanied by gusty
wind also continue at most
of the p over Chiltagong,
Barisal and Dhaka divisjons.

|
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Mugabe to call fresh meet
~with UNITA

HARARE, Zimbabwe, Aug 23: President Robert Mugabe

agreed Monday to lead a new initiative to get
‘back on track, a top United Nations official said. UN

Angolan peace
special en-

voy to Angola Alioune Beye said Mugabe will call for a meeting
with UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi to try and persuade him to
honour a cease fire in the embattled southern African nation,

~ reports AP,

Liberian guerillas block

food convoy
MONROVIA, Liberia, Aug 23: A Liberian guerilla group has

blocked a eonvoy
in territory held by

of food meant for thousands of starving people
a rival faction, aid workers said Monday. Six

major reliel organizations sent the convoy on Saturday from
Monrovia, but it was blocked at the fronticr town of Kakata by
guerillas belonging to the United Liberation Movement of

Liberia, reports AP,

Greece-Macedonia
talks Sept 28

UNITED NATIONS, Aug 23: The

ments of Greece and

the former Yugoslav republic of Macedonia agreed Monday to
begin formal, direct negotiations Sept 28 on improving relations
and resolving constitutional issues, reports AP,

Govt's textiles
plan lauded

By Staff Correspondent
" The h Specialised
Textile Mills and Powerloom

Mt:nd‘ utuﬁcuunn

Bangladesh
Jatiyatabadi Tanti Dal, in sepa-
rate statements yesterday
hailed the Textiles Ministry’s
16-point plan to revamp the
textiles sector.

BSTMPIA said different
vested quarters are already ac-
tive to foil the programme and
urged the Prime Minister to
take steps to implement it.

The association said vested

ﬂlml -

Mcanwhile, the Ban csh
Jatiyatabadi Tanti Dal said that
if the duties on textile raw ma-
terials are brought down, as per
the 16-point plan, the textiles
sector would benefit immensely.

Convenor of the Tant! Dal,
Shahidullah Khan, in the
statement, also demanded
prompt implementation of the
programme. :

Golam Azam

From Page 1 Col 5
verdict inftially came up for
hearing before the Appellate
Division. The Atlorney eral
then sought an adjournment for
four weeks.

The same day, the Appeliate
Division lifted the stay order
on the High Court verdict
restoring the citizenship of
Golam Azam.

OIC confce

From Page 1 Col 6

generally hosted every year by
Ll'geT‘r.rrklah ment. Bang-
ladesh has participati
in this meet for the past

years. Saffur Rahman also led a
delegation to the meet last year.

The Finance Minister is also
expected to call on the Turkish
president and discuss matters
of technical and economic co-
operation.. The possibility of
setting up a technical institute
with Turkish cooperation will
also be discussed.

He is also expected 1o seck
permission for the ble use
of Turkish land route send-
ing Bangladeshi commodities
to neighbouring CIS countries.

Saffur Rahman will later lly
to Bonn lo discuss with his

rman coun matters

of bilateral interest

Hasina

From pa#‘l col 7

the well-being of the people.
"We want to reduce our depen-
dence on foreign aid, iIncrease
investment, production and ex-
port. We want to revitalise the
sick industries and set up new
encs,” she added.

She said overall development
cannol be achicved until the
misery of the vast section of the

r e is removed. She
{'P:;:h:dpﬁpﬂﬂﬂn! markets for’
agricultural products and set-
ling up agro industrics.

Among the Awami
leaders who addressed the
meeling were Abdus Samad
Azad. MP, Abdur Razzak, MP,
Tofael Ahmed, MP, Abdul Jalil
and Begum Malla Chowdhury,
MP.

Prestident of the Federation
of Bangiadesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industiries
Mahbubur Rahman, President
of the Dhaka Chamber Wazi
Ullah, President of Chit
Chamber SM Abul Kalam,
stdent of Chamber

Begum Latla
Kabir of the Employers’ Asso-
ciation, President of the Jessore
Chamber Abdur Ramzak, Vice-
President of the Rajshahi
Chamber Mushtiag Ahmed
Labu, President of the Han:
dicraft Exports Associalion
Maleka Khan, President of the
Association of Consulting
Engineers Shahtdullah, and
President of the Bangladesh
Salt Mill Owners' Association

Shamsul Islam Shajahan also
spoke.

Moeother Teresa

improving

NEW DELHI, Aug 23: Tens ol
thousands of India’'s destitute
prayed for Nobel laureate
Mother Teresa who appeared
Mo to be recovering (rom a
bout of malaria after four days
of treatment, ris AP.

"She is and fine, Her
condition is better than yester-
day,” said Kumar Dash,
spokeaman of the All india
Institute of Medical Scicnces in
New Delht.

The Roman Catholic nun,
who will be 83 on Friday, was
admitted to the country’s top
hospital on Aug 20 with
malaria, a tropical discasc
transmitted by mosquiios.

Contras release
20 hostages

GUILALI (Nicaragua), Aug
23: Former Contra rcbels re
leased 20 hoslages Sunday in
return for a promise that they
would go unpunished, hours
after leltists holding Nicaragua s
vice president and other oflicials
look more caplives, reports AP

The former Contras said Lthey
would release their remaining
21 hostages "in the next few
hours,” said Francisco May
gzﬁs, leader of a government

gation mediating the crisis
in this northern Nicaraguan
towm.

Rauzan plant

From Page | Col 4

cause damage to the entire
electricity system.

The suppliers had earlier
[afled to run the plant at full ef-
ficiency for which the Prime
Minister had to cancel her
scheduled visit to Chittagong
on April 28 to inaugurate the
plant at the eleventh hour

The plant, In which steam
admission to the turbine was let
on March 23 and synchronised
with the national grid on March
29, kept on tripping. The at-
tempts of the CMEC to perform
COT  Dby-passing other tests
from July 7 were reported to
have fafled and as many as 13
trippings led (o a complete
breakdown of a motor

The source alleged that the
suppliers had put pressure on
the PDB to take over the project
despiie absence of essential
warchouse, workshop and
spares, as provided in the
agreementl.

Massive irregularities, In-
cluding supply of rusted ma-
chine parts and lack of an inte-
grated fire fighting system were
also reported.

Surprisingly. the PDB has
called a meeting with the
CMEC to negotiate installation
of a second unit at Rauzan de-
ppite gross frregularities in the
first one,

According to experts, PDB
shoukd upgrade the transmis-
sion line [rom Ashugan] to
Chittagong before going for a
new power plant because the
exist network cannol oarry
the 1)

The power gencrating project
in Kaptal, together with the
Rauzan power plant, have the
capacity to produce 480

walls of electricity. Allter
mecting the demand of 270
megawatts in Chittagong rone,
the surplus is transmitted to
the grid linc to meet the na-
tional deficit.

Moreover, Il remains a mys-
tery as to why the PDB has nol
clatimed the liquidity damage
of over Taka 52 crore for the de-
lay in completion of the project

Jamuna Bridge
From page | col 7
Bridge Authorily MBA) is
however, yel to comploic s
evaluation of the tenders e
ceived for the four componcnis

the L

o mpr;]::- of implementation
ol the ¢t has been estl

mated al million US dol-
lars. The government has al

ready collecied Tk 464 crore
through levies and aurcharges
o meet the local rurn*rwymﬂ-l
of the project while the co-fi-
panciers are cxpocted 1o provide
800 million dollars as credit.



