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District roundup

MAILJDEE COURT

BRTC bus
depot in
poor shape

Aug 23: Local BRTC bus de-

K: at Sonapur of the district

been lying in deplorable

condition for quite a long time,
UNB.

There is lack of :uﬁ]clcnl
stafl for smooth functioning of
the depot, causing harm to the
public property.

There are only six buses out
' of 23 at the depot, running in
different routes including the
Maijdee Court-Chittagong-Kha-
grachhari-Choumuhani routes.

The rest of the 17 buses,
which went out of order long
ago, have been kept under the

o sky in the absence of
i Tesiocn ‘cntiig prachal
damages to the vehicles.

Repair work is also badly
hampered as there is no me-
chanic at the depot to look into
damages of vehicles. The weld-
ing machine has also gone out
of order, local people alleged.

Local people urged the con-
cerned authority to take neces-

sary steps for repair of the ve-
hicles immediately.

FARIDPUR_
Fisheries
Forthnight '93

. concludes
Aug 23: The prize-giving and

concluding ceremony of the
National Fisheries Fortnight "93
in the district was held here at
DC's Conference Room on
Sunday, s UNB.

Presided over by District
Fisheries Officer Mahbubul
Huq, it was attended by Deputy
Commissioner K M Nurul Huda
as chiefl guest.

Four pisciculturists were
awarded prizes for their contri-
bution in fish preduction and
expansion of fish farming in the
district.

The awardees are Kh ra
Nath Sarkar, Abdul Motalib
Fakir, Khandakar Habib Ra-
bbani and David Rupak Shaha.

The meeting reviewed the
progress achieved during the
fortnight which began on
August 1 and discussed prms
and cons of the polices for in-
creased fish production in the
district.

It was addressed by, among
others, ADC (Generall All Akbar
Choudhury, Amir Hossain of
3rd Fisheries Project, Principal
of Fisheries Training and

_Extension Centre Wahiduddin
Nabi, TNO Ahmedur Rahim and
pisciculturists Khagendra Nath
Sarkar and David Rupak
Shaha.

CHANDPUR
Fertilizer

dealers
workshop held

Aug 23: A day long fertilizer
dealers training and workshop
was held at the bhaban
on Tuesday under the joint
auspices of the Ministry of
Agriculture, International Fer-
tilizer Development Corporation
(IFDC) and the US-AID, reports
BSS.

About two hundred fertilizer
dealers and relevant persons

participated in the programme
which was addressed among

others by M A Masud Bhuyan of

Rahman Corporation, Dr
Thomas, P Thomson, Consul-
tant, IFDC, Matiur Rahman,

Deputy Secretary Ministry of

Agriculture, A H M Obaidul
Bari, Adviser IFDC, Nizamuddin
Ahmed of the US-AID and
Tushar Kant!i Barua, Deputy
Commissioner of Chandpur.
Speakers discussed the role
of the fertilizer dealers under
the free market economy, fertl-
izer situation after the with-
drawal of subsidy, quality con-
trol and avaflabflity of the fertil-

fzers during the lean and peak

FENT
3 arrested for

toll collection

Aug 23: Three alleged ter-
rorists were arrested for collect-

ing tolls after taking possession
of Mahipal Bus Stand in the

B own. police said recently, re-
ports UNB.

Peolice on the basis of the

nis from the local peo-

it may be mentioned here
that a man identified as

on the area on

MEHERPUR

One hacked
to death

Aug 23 A man was hacked
to death in Sadar thana on
Monday, police said, says UNB.

Family sources said Azad
Mollah (47) of Mohakhali village
was called out by some miscre-
ants on the night at about
11:00 am and cut his throat
with a ramdao.

The reason behind the killing
could not be known.

A case was flled with the po-
lice in this connection.

KUSHTIA

Kidnapped

girl recovered

Aug 23: Shakila Khatoon
Nupur, a student of class eight
of government girls school, who
was kidnapped by a gang of
four eve-teasers was recovered
from Faruk Mansion at
Mongolbaria Bazar in the out-
:ﬁlrt of the town immediately

er the incident on Monday,
says BSS. :

Police arrested the four and
sent them to court in the after-
noon the magistrate handed
over the girl to her father,
Zahidul Islam of Thanapara,
and the four to jail.

Another report says: The law
enforcing agency personal re-
covered twenty thousand kgs of
Indian salt from Bheramara
char area recently.

The agency source said that
the value of the salt was about
Taka two lakh. The goods has
been deposited with the
Bheramara customs godown.

(GAIBANDHA

Stress on
objective

journalism

Aug 23: The first publication
ceremony of a half-weekly
newspaper "Janasanket” was

held here on Monday, reports |

UNB.

The function was inaugu-
rated by the founder president
of the Galtbandha Press Club
Nirmalendu Barman with the
Editor of the newspaper Dipak
Kurr Paul in the chair.

I* was also addressed by
Daily Sandhan Editor Mashiur
Rahman Khan, Acting Edilor of
the Daily Bangladesh
Ahsanullah Khan, Editor of the
Weekly Gana Uttaran Ruhul
Haque Mannu and local leaders
of different political parties and
socio-cultural organisations.

The speakers stressing on
the need of objective journal-
ism, urged the newsmen to
ventflate the grievances of the

ple without fear or favour.

They said [reedom of press
has been ensured in the present
democratic set up and hence it
is the responsibility of the jour-
nalists to grow consclousncss
among the people to establish a
society free from exploftation.

CHITTAGONG

Early solution
to Bosnian

crisis demanded
Aug 23: Chittagong city unit
of Bangladesh Nezam-c¢-Islam
party Friday brought out a pro-
cession in protest against mas-

sive killing of Muslims in

Bosnia-Herzegovina and delay
in finding a solution to the cri-

sis, a press release said,
eparts Bk

The procession
through different roads of the
city and ended at the northern

gate of Shahi Jame Masfid at

Andarkilla.

A rally was also held in this

connection with the City Unit
President Muti zharul Islam in
the chair.

Maulana
Islamabad, Abidur Rahman,
Adbullah Meah and Mozharul
called upon the OIC to take ef-
fective steps for early solution of
Bosnian crisis.

KHULNA

Workshop on

family planning

Aug 23: A two-day workshop
on family planning in con-
nection with the fourth anniver-
sary of the mother and child
care programme of the Family
Planning Association eof
Bangladesh (FPAB) concluded
here on Thursday, reports BSS.

The workshop was inaugu-
rated by the Deputy
Commissioner of Khulna Kazi
Reazul Huq. It was presided
over by Principal Mazharul
Hannan,

Feni: A fresh flood-hit area in the district.
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Dairy farm owners need
marketing facilities

NATORE, Aug 23 : The local
owners are gradually losing
their interest in dairy farming
as they are not getting fair
prices of milk and its deriva-
tives.
Many small and medium
dairy farms were set up in six
thanas of the district including
Gurudaspur, Baraigram and
Natore sadar.

It can be mentioned here
that some government and non-
government organisations have
encouraged the entrepreneur in
this regard.

There are two to 10 cow of
better species at each dairy
firms.

According to official source,
there are 58 dairy farms which
have got their registration.

Among the 58 dairy farms,
about 40 farms have at least
fine to ten cows of its own.
These cows are of better species
and said to give at least five
kilograms of milk a day the
sources added.

A survey report conducted
by Natore line-stock office said.
about 6.50 thousand liters of

From Our Correspondent

milk are produced in these
farms at Gurudaspur, Barai-
gram and sadar thanas of
Natore district everyday. About
two thousand liters of milk are
used in private purposes.

The rest of the 4.50 thou-
sand liters of milk are brought
in different markets for sale.

But, there seems to be little
demand for these huge quality
of milk at the local markets. As
a result, the prices of pure milk
here are very st and small.

It is gathered that pure milk
are avaflable at between Taka
seven and Taka 10 at the local
markets.

While talking to this corre-
spondent, District Live-stock
Officer, Md Intaj Al pointed out
that {f the "Milk Vita® company
set up a purchasing centre at
Natore sadar or Banpam area,
the proper value of milk could
be ensured.

Intaj AH further disclosed
that the purchased milk could
be also easily transported to
Milk-Vita centre at Baghabari
Ghat through highway commu-
nicatfons. Necessary communi-

cations with Milk-Vita authority
are going on, he added. Besides,
small traders can purchase
considerable amount of milk for
supplying to Dhaka centres or
Baghabari Ghat centre. This
can contribute in raising the
rate of milk at the local mar-
kets, another source expressed.

The government should take
appropriate steps immediately
to ensure proper value of milk
at the local markets as well as
to encourage the en eurs
here for setting up dairy farms
in Natore,

According to official sources
government has so far sanc-
tioned about Taka nine lakh 37
thousand 500 for 26 dairy farm
owners in Natore under the
programme of government grant
to encourage the dairy farm
owners in non-government sec-
tors of the country recently.

According to the programme,
a dafry farm which received,
registration a year before, hav-
ing five to 10 cows of better
species is eligible for the gov-
ernment grant.

—Star photo

passed

M A Sabur

assistanl secretary

Divorce on

BARGUNA, Aug 23 The
number of divoree in the rural
arcas has assumed an alarming
proportion, reports UNB.

More than 20,000 marriages
broke up during the last' five
years in six thanas of the dis-
trict, according to a survey re-
port conducted by a non-gov-
ernment organisation.

According to the report, the
primary causes .f divorce have
been identified as dowry,
polygamy and immoral activi-
ies.

Poor woman are the worst

Recovering fr

“There was never a llood like
this here before” lold one
Ajmatullah Kabiraj{85)who sat
amid the ruins of his wvillage in
Char Bishnapur. Other villages
throughout Nageswari and
Bhurungamar thanas in north-
ern Kurigram showed simflar
drastic evidence of a fierce flood
which hit the area with force on
July, 21 and 22.

The water of Dudkumar
River rose too high and devas-
tated its surrounding areas with
huge casualties. Elsewhere in
Kurigram, residents living near
other major rivers — the
Brahamputra, Testa and Dharla
— are used to perfodic inunda-
tion. Untfl now, the Dudkumar
has spared its human neigh-
bours [rom catastrophe which
left them cruelly unprepared on
this occasion.

Although the Noodwaters
receded alter only 24 hours,
their inftial ferocity proved dis-
astrous. One senfor stall of
Rangpur Dinajpur Rural Service
(RDRS) who helped evacuate
and provide reliel to flood vic-
tims witnessed da which

exceeded many previous
records.

Fiflty-three bridges in the two
thanas of Nageswari and
Bhurungamari and owver 400
culverts have been destroyed.
These may take years Lo re-
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increase in

victims. Due to non-registration
of their marriages, they are not
getting legal protection from the
harassment and persecution of
their husbands.

Local elite feel that if thelr
marriages were registered, they
could approach the court either
to prevent the divorce or to ob-
tain compensation from their
husbands.

Moreover, it s alleged that
*he marriage registrars in the
remote arcas Jemand higher
fees which the poor guardians
are unable to pay.

place, seriously fmpairing com-
munication and development in
this remole area.

Human suffering has been
considerable. The death toll has
been high and at least 2,000

om floods

families have Been left home-

A marginal farmer of Char Luchni in Nageshwari thana is looking on the flood damaged

house.

less. In Kutichar village in
Nageswari, 68 of the 99 familics
has lost their homes. Living in
the temporary shelters, they
bleakly stared al the ruins of

Al
]

The flood victims of Jhumker Char have taken shelter on
Jatrapur Embankment in Kurigram.
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rural areas

Despite legal restrictions,
many men take more than one
wives in far flung areas without
the written permission of the
first wife.

Another E:port says: A large

number of distressed women
are pouring in the district town
and its surroundings in search
of employment, food and relief
materials. )

Most of them are passing
their days in great hardships
due to lack of employment op-
portunities while some have
turned to beggars.

Hélp remove corruption',' | Notes From

anarchism from society

CHAPAINAWABGANJ, Aug
23: Works Minister Barrister
Rafiqul Islam Mia urged the
workers of the Bangladesh
Jatiyatabadi Dal (BNP) to put in
their best efforts in materialis-
ing the dreams of Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman and
the spirit of liberation war in
establishing the fundamental
rights of the common people
and a society free from corrup-
tion and anarchism, reports

BSS.

The minister was s
as the chiefl guest at ﬂmh;g
nial conferences of Chapaina-
wabganj district BNP council
held here recently.

The conference was ad-
dressed, among other, by
Barrister Aminul Haq, State

Minister for Establishment, Prof

Mia MP, Whip of the
Jatiya Sangsad, Azizul Hagq
Molla MP, Rezaul Haq Sarkar
Rana, BNP Divisional Or-

wwmmw

The minister said BNP gov-
emment was committed to im-
plement the 19-point pro-
gramme of Shaheed Zia to en-
sure the ‘economic emancipa-
tion of the downtrodden people.

The minister said the gov-
ernment of m Khaleda Zia
believed in politics of produe-
tion and not in politics of de-
struction. He the workers

students of education

From Our Correspondent

KURIGRAM, Aug 23: The
number of primary school go-
ing children is decreasing in the
remote areas of the district due

to poverty.

A large number of children
between the age 8 to 12 years
are engaged in different petty
jobs instead of going to schools
to earn their livelihood.

The poverty-striken farmers
engage their kids income gener-
ating works like cattle
rickshaws pulling and hotel
boys. The children are com-
pelied to take up these odd jobs
at poor remuneration.

Most of the marginal or
landless farmers in the district

have four or more children and

are facing financial crisis. As a .

result, they cannot afford edu-
cational expenses of their chil-
dren. Finding no other alterna-
tives, they encourage their chil-
dren to take up any job.

During the harvesting sea-
son a large number of farm
labourers along with their kids
migrate to other distants in
search of work. As a result, the
primary schools in remote areas

of the district have been facing

Dairy, poultry
farm owner's

executives
From Our Correspondent

MOULVIBAZAR, Aug 23: A
méeting of daify” ahd t
farm owners was held at Shah-

President of Moulvibazar
Datry Farm Owners Association,
Shafquatul Wahed presided
over the meeting.

The meeting discussed on
various fssues and problems of
dairy and Poultry farms in
Moulvibazar district.

poultry .

acute shortage of students.

Another report : Power
failure has hmm?:rw
feature at the town over the last
few days.

Power supply goes off at
least six to t imes a day
and resumes an interval of

ure reaches the chn-l;t noon
hampering production of the lo-
cal industries greatly. The local

e b ol
el e (o hecouler send
supply.

If the situation continues,
production in mills and facto-
ries will decrease abnormally.

Businessmen of the town
urged the authorities to take
steps to ensure smooth supply

of electricity. _
TV relay station

at Patuakhali

this year

BARISAL, Aug 23
Government has sanctioned
Taka 64.90 lakh to construet
the television relay station at
Patuakhali district headquar-
ters during the current fiscal
year, reports BSS. L

According to an official
source, t has ae-
quired 1.50 acres of land near
sadar hospital in the last fiscal

Y for. the implcrenfation of

Meanwhile, soil test and
other limi engineeri
swories e this peidect Baipe o
completed, the source said.

The project will include the
construction of television relay
building, pump house, con-
struction of 120-metre tower,
and 10 horse-power turbing

motor pump.

their homes. damaged of fierce
flood waters. In some places,
their villages look like deserts
as trees and crops have been

flattened and covered by river
sand. All that remains of a new
non-formal primary school

e

i

constructed by RDRS only four

<nonths ago is two broken con-

crete pillars drowned in a deep
pool of flond water,

A few miles upstream, most
of Luchni village has been
washed away. Across the river
In Char Luchni, 23 homes out
of 56 have been completely de-
stroyed.

Given the scale and sudden-
ness of the flood, locally-based
have responded well.

RDRS was active In evacu-
ation, in distributing relief food
and medical supplies, and have
followed up to provide over 170
tubewells, latrines and health
education for the displaced.

Government has also provided
relief and Red Crescent rice ra-
tions were reaching many of
those worst allected.

The pecople themselves have
shown considerable resource-
fulness. Union federations —

voluntary groups of poor and
landless people formed with

RDRS support — were very ac-

tive, helping with evacuation,
distribution of reliel and even,
in some cases, using their own
meagre funds to help the worst-
affected, )

Boat-owners were the only

discovering their services in

great demand. Many flood-
threatened victims were com-
pelled to pay for their evacua-
tion with a cow or a few goats.

story of two thanas

The RDRS monitoring the
situation and to return to
its normal work as
far as possible. An emergency
programme of work creation in-
cluding ground-raising against
future flooding is being planned
to provide some income to the
worst affected., At least 500
destitute families will receive
help with housing materials. Yet
circumstances remain difficult
— flood victims are in need,
while the threat of renewed
flooding continues until the
monsoon rains end in
September.

Huddled in a tent with her
two children on Char Damal-
gram, Rahima sums up the

catastrophe that has struck

these remofe areas. "We thank
God we survived that terrible
night of the flood but now we do
not know how we will survive

sided, their will be a

long and arduous task.
auumr:

Rural Service

Eightyfive-year-old ._Nmtulllh Kabiraj.

| Prof Abdul Hamid, emphasised

Kushtia

. KUSHTIA, Aug 23: Vice
Chancellor of Islamic

the need for doing résearch
work to solve economic prob-

I lems of the '
— country, reports

| Chancellor urged

Poverty depri.ves poor'i)ry -

He was speaking as the chief
guest at a seminar on

5 Interest-free Econ-
ﬂm at the university
campus on Monday.

Assistant Professor of Nem
Orlance University in the United
States Dr S Kabir Hasan pre-
sented the key-noted paper at
the seminar which was
over by Chairman of the

of

Apart from teaching, the Vice
teachers to
involve in research work to
' manage economic crisis.

He said, the work of teachers
would provide the students as
well as policy makers a sense of

[

direction in their

The seminar was
by, among others, Dr Saiful
Islam, Dr ANM Rezaul Karim,

Dr AHM Yahyar Rahman and
Drug addiction
increasing

addiction the
mﬂunﬂlll in Six
thanas of the district.

Construction work on Kush-
tia-Pabna road via Shelaidah-
Kuthibari has been started at
the cost of Taka 42 lakh.

Lenth of this road from
Shelaidah-Kuthibari to Pabna is
six km near Vocational
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96.91 p.c pass
SSC exam from
BCIC schools

A total of 1134 students of
run BCIC ap-
at the SSC
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