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Off the Record

NEW YORK, Aug 23 : One of
the largest private probes into
‘the 1963 assassination of US
President John F Kennedyqs—
one using the most advanced
computer technology available—
concludes Lee Harvey Oswald
was a lone assassin with no
credible ties to any conspiracy,
reports Reuter.

Investigator-author Gerald
Posner, whose findings will be
published by Random House
next week in a book called Case
Cln-ul also says he has proven
r ely criticised “single-

fet” then? that both
Kennedy and Texas governor
John Connaly were struck by a
single bullet that emerged only

slightly damaged.
According to excerpts of the

book made available on
Saturday by US News. and
World Report, which is devoting
a special issue to “Case Closed”,
only three bullets were fired by
Oswald and over a period of
cight seconds— not 4.8 as pre-
viously thought— meaning
Oswald had more than
time to fire his deadly fu
Posner's book also chal-
lenges point by point a m
tion's worth of conspiracy theo-
ries including providing a com-
lete contradiction of the recent
"JFK” which was not a lone
assassin but was part of a plot
that could have involved hlgh

officials of the US government.
Posner says using new en-
hancements and computer an-
imation and coupling that with
a new assessment of witness
accounts he has proven only
three shots were fired at the
president in Dallas’ Dealley
e Book: desetiney i
taxes s where
Oswald was I'n? s

The official commission
headed by then U.S Supreme
Court Justice Earl Warren con-
cluded Oswald was a lone as-
sassin— a conclusion that has

Posner also. cites what he
called "incontrovertible medical,
ballistic and scientific evidence™
to prove the second shot fired

Oswald was the single bullet

struck both Kennedy and
Connally. ‘

Besides using computers to
re-examine the evidence, Ppsner
also made an extensive probe of
Oswald’s life including inter-
viewing his wife Marina and
Yurly Nosenko, the KGB defec-
tor who handled Oswalds’ case
for Soviet inte
Oswald defected to the Soviet
Union. ,

According to Posner,
"Oswald was an ermatic, unsta-

*Htl!l:‘ﬂhutﬂlt‘.lt‘llmm

that links him to a conspiracy.”
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Vanuatu govt collapses: me 20 month-
old coalition government of the Pacific island state of Vanuatu '
collapsed yesterday when the junior partner — the National
United Party (NUP) of former Premier Walter Lini — withdrew fts
support for Prime Minister Maxime Carlot, AFP reports from

Port Vila.

The decision was announced in a statement read over na-

tional radio after the
crisis talks until Monday

parliamentary session was adjourned for

"When the session r:sumﬂlcmﬁllltlndulmﬂtﬂ]

party”, Lini said.

DN team in Zaire: s unied Nations team
arrived in Zaire on Sunday to visit areas struck by ethnic

fighting that has killed thousands and forced many from their

homes in the past year, AP

reports from Brazzaville.

Zaire state television said the team would go to trouble spots

in southern Shaba

province, the central province of Kasai and

eastern Kivu to see how they vould help refugees.
Belgtum, the former colonizer of Zaire, has accused military
dictator Mobutu Sese Scko of stirring up tribal tensions in his

effort to block the move toward

Liquor takes 19 Indians: a:icas 10

people died after consuming

cheap locally-made liquor in the

Indian desert state of Hnuthnn the Press Trust of India
Hr.-m from New Delhi.

It did not say thr.

lntﬂtul'mnymh

fes in India, where suc

in the
drink ts

lem was with the

sometimes adulterated to give it a bigger kick.

The

said more than 70 people were taken (il after

agency
drinking the liquor on Saturday night and four were critically {ll

in hospital.

2 killed in E

and a villager were kil

tian clash: a poticeman
in an exchange of fire Sunday in a

police sweep in an area of anti-government activism, authorities

said, AP reports from Egypt.

The Interior Ministry said a policeman was killed and three

were wounded when gunmen

fire as police entered the

village of Hawatka near Asafut, 200 miles (320 km) south of
Cairo. A villager died in retumn fire, two were infured and three

were arrested.

Assiul and nearby villages are strongholds for Muslim ex-
tremists 'Inv-ulved in a viclent anti-government campaign over

the past two ye

1000 Thms die of AIDS: about 1.000

people have died of AIDS in Thafland since the killer discase
claimed its first victim there in 1984, according to rvrrrrnrnt

figures releascd

yesterday, AFP reports from Banghko

m:dugmxhhhhuuhhumu-y there had been 991

deaths from AIDS as of July

31, when another 1,542 infected

when

F‘nrmer Ind:lnn ana Hlmnh!r lnd Iander nf the Jnnatn Dnl {Fenplu Party) Vishwanath

Pratap Singh (L) tells

and that he would return only ifa

introduced.

on A

22 he will leave the capital for self-imposed exile,
d job quota scheme mooted by his government was

—AFP photo

thhuama may seek int'l help
nsure Russian pullout

"-"ILHIUS Lithuanian, Aug
23: Lithuanian President
Algirdas Brazauskas said on
Sunday that an international
organisation or foreign country
may be invited to help ensure
troops from mighty Russia leave
his tiny state on time, reports
Reuter.

A terse Russian Foreign
Ministry statement sadd Moscow
had broken off talks on with-
drawing its troops from
Lithuania and wamed Vilnfus it
would act "swiftly and dect-
stvely” if remaining forces suf-
fered any intimidation.

"I think that we must invite
in a third party, which could be
an international organisation or
another country, which could
help us solve this problem,”
Brazauskas, who cancelled a

plarlnrd trip to Moscow on
Monday, said during a televi-
ston

But a calm Brazauskas was
careful to avoid stirring up pas-
sions over the deepest crisis in
relations with Moscow sinte the
end of Soviet rule in 1991,

Brazauskas said it had not
been possibie to find a common
position with Russian officials
at the weckend, making his
planned Monday meeting with
Russian President Boris Yeltsin
"inappropriate” and forcing its
postponement

"Russia is not fulfilling its in-
ternational obligations on the
withdrawal and it must take all
the responsibility,” he said, but
softened his comments by
adding that Lithuanian dele-
gates at troop talks had some-
times overreached themselves.

He called tn his countryme
to avoid conflict or stains wit.h
the 2,500 Russian troops still
on Lithuanian territory. Most pf
the 30, Dﬂﬂ strong ex-Soviet
force origl stationed there
has lh'eady I: :

He also luggeutcd a rethink
of Lithuania's strong demands
for financial compensation for
what it sees as 50 years of
Soviet military occupation.

"We must think more care-
fully about what is useful for
Lithuania,” he said.

Russia said the pullout, due
to finish by August 31, would
still go ahead but "at a time
convenient to the Russtan fed-
eratiori of which the Lithuanian
side will be informed™. It made it
clear Lithuania would have no

say in the timing.

Top Shining Path leader held

LIMA, Aug 23 : Police cap-
tured a high-ranking Shining
Path guerilla leader in the latest
blow to the 13-year insurgency,
the military sald Sunday, re-
ports AP.

Anti-terrorist police arrested
Edmundo Cox Beuzeville, a
member of the Shining Path's
central committee, after follow-
ing him for months, according
to a military statement {ssued
Sunday.

The capture comes at a time
when the Maoist rebel move-

| ment is showing signs of mak-

ing a comeback, launching of-
fensives in the capital and the
central jungle that have left at
least 62 people dead.

It was the third capture of a
top rebel in the past year. Police
arrested Shining Path head
Abimael Guzman and three of
his closest lieutenants in
September and another high-
ranking leader, Marta Huatay,
in October.

All have been sentenced to
life in prison, together with
more than 250 other rebels
captured since then.

The communique said police
transferred Cox to the anti-ter-
rorist police headquarters
Sunday for questioning, but did
not further details.

Police refused to comment
on the capture, but news re-
ports said Cox was arrested
Saturday night as he arrtved at
his home In the wealthy Lima
district of La Molina.

Local residents called Cox a
[riendly neighbour and said
they never suspected he was a
guerrilla, according to the re-

ports.

South Africa

JOHANNESBURG, Aug 23:
Three gunmen shot dead 12
blacks on Sunday and wounded
20 in an attack on workers at
an iron and.steel factory east of
Johannesburg, police and sur-
vivors said, reports Reuter.

In a separate outbreak. of
violence, three blacks were
killed in a clash between rival
groups near the Phola Park
squatter camp southeast of

A survivor of the factory at-
tack said gunmen armed with
AK-47 es opened fire on
Xhosa-speaking workers and
their wives who were holding an
outdoor meeting of their burial
society over tea.

*l looked up to see them

spraying us with bullets,” he
- sald.

Upturned chairs and the

bodies of the
them a woman -ré gcattered
on the lawn outside the fagtc
in Germiston, an industris
town surrounded by black
townships which have been the
site of some of South Africa's
worst political viclence.

Police said the killers fled to
one of the townships after the
raid, which followed a pattern of
attacks apparently meant to
disrupt South Africa's first all-.
race clections téntatively set for.

April 27 next year.

ASEAN meet on
cooperation in
S China Sea

SURABAYA, Indonesia, Aug
23: Officials, scholars and ex-
perts from the Asfan countries
today started an informal meet-
ing aimed at encouraging coop-
eration in the South Eh.'l:nl Sea,
including in disputed areas
such as in the Spratly Hlnnds,

reports AFP,

Indonesian Foreign Minister
Ali Alatas, opened the three-day
meeting in this East Java town,
calling on governments on the
rim of the South China Sea to
foster confidence building mea-
sures by way of “self-restraint,
dialogue and cooperation.”

Alatas said the workshop
process sought to create a con-
ducive atmosphere for the
peaceful settlement of potential
conflicts in the South China
Sea, including in the Spratlys.

A total of 86 participants are
taking part in the fourth work-
shop on managing petential
conflicts in the South China

Sea, the organisers said.

Singgih Hadipranowo, head
of the Indonesian Foreign
Ministry’s research and devel-
opment agency, said that as in
the past, the participants I.“
came in a "personal ca

T part in the wrl::lmp
the fourth since 1990, were all
members states of the
Association of Soiith East Asian
Nations (ASEAN) — Brunei,
Indonesia, Malaysia, the Phili-
ppines, and Thailand
— @as well as China, Laos,

Vietnam and Taiwan.

Tribals won'’t
object to mine
in Meghalaya

d — one of

Biggest pornography case
BEWING: Police in North China have cracked the biggest
hymtﬂrmlhcmrﬂ-tm“lﬂuph-

P'-"

Aﬂut.hﬂ:m:ntnfmpﬂ:ummmﬂlnlkbd.
Hctmﬂdﬂ:cfﬂfﬂu&dﬂnhﬂhndmﬂhh-
sistants. 'l"Iuhctm-y set up without a licence in , had
45 staff, including 20 women — tl!nynunptuﬂarl:l the-
newspaper said.

The others involved in the business have so far escaped
capture. -

Royal visit next month

TOKYO: Japan's Emperor Akihito said yesterday he to
strengthen his country’s friendship with the countries of
next month, reports Reuter.

Akihito and Michiko are scheduled to leave for their 16-day

I!Hr:ll.ltum' mume
. ) Emperor, who is the high priest of Japan's

mﬂ;?hﬁhr:hﬂomwﬂlhnwlﬂﬂhmmmn
at atican Ewopnmhur
Asked how he : .
. Akihito said: i
to

dmghtruf:mlthyﬂm:r :

"1 hﬁhmmﬂﬁulfmmuﬂmm-
nated your questions beforchand,” the empress said.

Hot-line on sex

TORONTO: The Masters and Johnson Institute plans to
a 24-hour hot line to dispense information about sex, one
founders said Saturday, reports AP.

"We're going to try to get basic sex education to the public,”
said pioneering sex researcher Dr William Masters. "It's going to
be, | hope, a tremendous service.”

The institute, based in St. Louis, has started training profes-
sionals to take calls on a nationwide number that will charge a

fee for calls, perhaps starting in mid-October, he said.

Thl‘nthmwl!lmtnﬁ:rl.\tnm he said at a press confer-
ence at the annual meeting of American Psyc
Association. But Masters said just the information should held.

"So much of sexual disorder and disfunction is on the basis
of ignorance,” he said. ‘Sumhnfﬂtd‘hﬁ:mﬂunmhtu-
versed with

One kmﬂumhmmm, size im-
pairing ability, he said. |

"Many a man has moved into mm-

(such as a sex partner) says, "You'll never get anything done
with that,” Masters said.

On another topic, Masters said the prescription drug pa-

paverine, which p into impotent to
nnt:erﬂcthns.hbﬂnglbum;m}tﬂﬂqn:“ e

"A number of youngmen are using papaverine before they go
out on a date to make sure they're a social success,” Masters
said. Even high school students have been using it he said.

Such use of the drug can lead to an erection that
long that it poses medical complications, he said.

Masters, 77, and ex-wife Viroinia Johnson, 68, divorced in

March after 22 years of marriage. They continue to operate the

institute :

The team’'s 1966 best-selling book "Human Sexual
Response,” based on direct observation of hav-
ing intercourse or n'nlturh.tlng. was the first review of

Brazil may remove gold
miners to save Indians

with full-blown AIDS were still alive. i RIO DE JANEIRO, Aug 23: Last year, Brazilian armed

The ministry’s release gave no Agure for people with the HIV
virus that causes AIDS, but according to other statistical data,
the number between 400,000 and 450,000 among Thafland's
population of 58 million.

It also carries breakdowns for AIDS figures according to oc-
cupation, sex, age group and provincial origins.

Most cases are in the 20-34 age group and men outnumber

women six o onc.
Some 942 cases are labourers and 6809 farmers.

The northern of Chiang Ral and Chiang Mai took
Hrll and second positions before k's third in terms of
provinces most affected

One killed in ’ﬂmi train attack:

Suspected Muslim seéparatists attacked train in southern
Thailand's Narathiwat province early Sunday, killf
apd wounding nine crew members, AP rrpmu!g:m

The attackers sprayed the locomotive and al least one pas-
senger car with automatic fire just before dawn as the
train passed through a rural area near the province's capital,
::mummnﬂmmmu{ﬂ-ﬂmmm

'cl’Mmmtﬁmﬂmﬂaﬁmhmm
der town of Sungai Kolok. The report said police found a letter
at the scene from a separatist group, the Pattani United

SHILLONG, India, Aug 23;
Tribes people in the remote
northeast Indian state of
Meghalaya have withdrawn
previously strong objections to
government plans to mine and
process uranfum ore, leaders
and officials said on Sunday,
reports Reuter.

The tribes of the state’'s West
Khasi hills erupted in protest
last year when the government
announced plans to mine de-
posits there estimated at some
10000 tonnes of high grade
uranfum ore.

Their leaders demanded a
study by internationally recog-
nised experts to determine that
there were no health risks to
the tribes le and the ecol
ogy of the hills would not be
demanded before ending their
protest.

Offictals said the tribal
leaders were taken by India's

R e i e T et R =
i S ST R P i

President Itamar Franco mﬂul
an emergency session of Brazil's
highest law-enforeement body
for Monday to discuss -
ing the Yanomani tribe

the massacre of 71 Indians last
weelk, AP,

Indians from the tribe,
meanwhile, continued to flee
the area of Hoximu village,
‘where fllegal gold miners
slaughtered the Indians last

Tuesday as they held a festivil

of the dead.

Franco on Sunday scheduled
a meeting of the National
Security Council, whose mem-
bership includes himsell, de-
fence officials and the head of

the military, to discuss protect-
the tribe.
Reports said the Council is

expected to send the armed

forces and federal police to the
Yanomani reservation to remove

~ forces expelled gold miners from

Indian reservations in the
Amazon, and dynamited all
runways so they could not come
back. But as soon as the armed
forces left, miners began return-
ing.

Miners secking gold, dia-
monds and other wealth have
been in the reglon
since 1987. Their presence has
led to numerous clashes with,
the Indians.

On Sunday, Yanoemani
Indians fearing more attacks
fled 250 kflometers (150 miles)
tntl:ah.uliﬁunlnhﬂ-
tion [frem Hoximu

said there were |
jfans at the station by

&mmmﬂ

the government’'s National
Indian Foundation, said 7]
Yanomani Indians, including 38

Liberation Organtsation, responsibility. “The letter, writ- Atomic Energy Commission last Russian President Boris Yeltsin (I) welcomes the Georgian Head of State Edward | all gold miners and dynamite children and three pregnant
ten in the dialect used by southern Thali Muslims, threatened [ week to uranfum mines in the Sevardnadze, to the Kremlin in Moscow, August 23. The two leaders meet to try and reach a | their airplane runways, reports Wwomep, were massacred

future attacks. northern state of Bthar, settlement on several bilateral problems including the conflict with Abkhazia. -AFPphatn | Sunday satd. Tuesday.
US urges ROK to K H I 1 M d I l Senator Dole may
P INg r1assan osque 1s @ modernwonder of [slamic world run*for US

CASABLANCA, Moroceo, Aug mosque five years ago ﬂtmﬂfﬂ'tmlk‘*—up P'jl'“l'll'l'lid of Cheops,” he of the main hall. than 1,000 cars make up the p‘rcsiden in '
concert 23: A modern wonder of the On st 30, he lrlll ml.'llt to 10 metres (33 feet) high — Fifty huge candelabras of complex. Cy n %
SPEOUL. Ang 23: The United world of Islam, it is his dream when he inaugu- break against massive sup- mm-tmmtm *  Vehetian crystal, each weigh-  Officials have not revealed the NEW YORK, 23: Us
States is urging South Korea to to give devotees the fecling rates the huge mosque in ports which grul::r_-t the - rises 685 metres (213 feet) ing over a tonne, hang from final cost but est- | Senate Robert
reconsider its refusal to allow that their place of prayer is time for the Prophet's [Sm), ground on whic mosque above the floor. the cefling, mate it could US dollar | Dole said on Sunday he was
American pop star Michael floating on water, reports birthday. sits, giving the faithful the The white and green minaret Hand made plaster stucco and 500 millon. sertously a run for
Jackson o here, a US Reuter. King Hassan [l Mosque, which impression, while praying, riscs 200 metres (666 feet), A geometrie designs adorn the Moroccan officials portray the | the : in 1996 and that
its minaret reaches combines high tech with or- thll the great mosque is laser on the top a 30 enormous central prayer mosque as a symbol of toler- | a Republicap su in 1994
nate Mushm tradition, tow- ting on water. km (22 mile] beam east at OO, . ance. “The Hassan [l Mosgque | could well prompt 0 seek
ers over the historic city of DI!I Michel Pinseau, a night to show the way to the There are 124 fountains spout- is the mirror of tolerant his party’s nomination, reports
Casablarica. friend of the King Huﬂmhvlﬁdtyu{lhkhh. ing water night and day for lslam®, Interfor and Inform- | Reuter
Hassan decided to butld MOSqUE CAN RCCOMMO- A mechanically-pperated roof ritual washing undermeath ation Minister Driss Basri :

mosque in memory of his l:l.ltl.- mmm inside opens in three minutes to it said. *1 think it's an option. It
father Mohammed V who fts main hall. A wide pol- transform the hall into an Asked about the Mosque, | could be a viable option, Dole
said on CBS television’s ‘face

died in Casablanca in 1961
but is buried in the capftal

land of Islam,
whether you come from the
East or the West."

ished marble esplanade
around the mosque can ac-
commodate a further 75,000
devotees.,

“The whole of St Peters in Rome
could fit inside the main
butlding,” ene French archi-
tect said.” The minaret will
be higher than the great

open-alr assembly area.

More than 10,000 craftamen
have decorated the interfor
of the ue with mosaics
and cedarwood cetling carv-
ings. Some are embellished
with goid leal.

A twtal of 2,500 pillars support
the highly decorated oetling

The mosque has tow h
mezzanine reserved ufr

women and two
"Hammams”, or steam baths
— pne for men and one for

WOTTEET.

A modern library, a rel s

school in adjacent bu
and parking space for more

Abdslam Yassian, 68, spiri-
tual leader of the outlawed
Al-Ad]l Wal [hsane (Justice
and charity) group, said.

*I think we wait and see
ppens in 1994, If we

"They say it's the tin the | pick up strength in the
world. We are pleased to | Congress it may indicate that
have it. We would like to be | '96 might be a good tme to run.
able to preach and pray | If not there are a lot of good
there, if ever they let us”. candidates out there on the



