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'Reforms face opposition

from within: Saifur

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman yesterday exprcssed
guarded optimism about the
country’
he also sotnded :',zﬂrlu:d at
the opposition to economic
reforms even, as he said, from
within the cabinet and the rul-
ing BNP.

Speaking at a meeting of the
American-Bangladesh
Economic Forum in a local ho-
tel. Rahman also announced
that the
mmkcﬂtcurm?ﬁ:ﬂym-

by October 1.

e e Rt
menting economic reform is a
‘tough job', the minister said
"Even a revolution is easier
than bringing about economic
reform. 've to face opposition
even from my own party and
the cabinet.”

s economic future. But

government is planning .

By Staff Correspondent

He, however, said he was
fairly optfmistic’ about the
country’s economic future, as it
had 'excellent’ human resources
and limited but good' natural
resources, provided there is a
measure of good governance
and-national consensus on eco-
nomic issues.

Presided over by Forest E
Cookson, president of the fo-
rum, the meeting was also at-
tended by US Ambassador
Willlam B Milam, Finance
Secretary Nasimuddin Ahmed,
ERD Secretary Lutfullahil
Mafjid, NBR Chairman Dr Abkar
A Khan and ether senjor gov-

Later, during a question-
and-answer session, Rahman
acknowledged the neced for
bringing about legal reform, re-

moving tariff anomalics and in-
creasing public sector spending
on infrastructures.

Speaking on the 'economic
future of Bangladesh’, the
Finance Minister said, "1 am ab-
solutely confident that we can
have a self-rellant economy by
1995 we can manage
the politics constructively in-
stead of diverting attention from
issues o non-issues.”

Production in the country,
he noted, recorded a 12 per
cent growth in the last eleven
months. "The country's ex-
porters have proven that they
can face the " of the
international market.

However, he identified politd-
cal divistveness as a factor sti-
fling the economic progress of
the country when other regional
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Exports rise
by 20 pc in
‘02-93 fiscal

By Staff correspondent

The country's export earn-
ings in the last f[iscal marked an
increase of about 20 per cent.

The increase has been esti-
mated at 19.88 per cent in
terms of the dollar and 21.96
per cent in terms of the Taka.

Export carnings in the '92-
93 fiscal stood at 2382.89 mil-
lion US dollars ([equivalent to Tk
9257.54 crore), while it was
1993.92 million dollars
[equivalent to Tk 7580.86 crore)
in 1991-92 fiscal year.

Director of the Export
Promotion Bureau (EPB) Major
(Retd) Nizamul Alam told a

press bricfing yesterday that the
growth in export earni in

neighbouring India was 3.6 and 1

in Shri Lanka 17.2 per cent
during the same
He said the export market of
the country had expanded to
140 nations with 12 new states
being added to the list of im-
See PPage 12 Cql 8
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Bangladesh signs
proclamation on

Prime Minister Begum Kha-
leda Zia yesterday signed "The
Proclamation for Equal Rights
of Disabled” reiterating Bangla-
desh's social commitment to
the disabled in the society,

BSS. )

Addressing the signing cer-
emony at the .Intefnational
Conference Centre (ICC), the
Prime Minister said "We are
expressing solidarity with the
announcement of the leaders of
Asia and Pacific for the disabled
by the s of the proclama-
tion and this has initiated a
fresh eflfort for the welfare of the
disabled.”

Begum Zia said it was being
assumed that a large, segment
of country’s population was dis-
abled according to the United

rights of disable

-

Nations which said 10 per
of population in country
of the world was d . She
underscored the need for utilis-
ing the merit and labour of this
huge disabled to at-
tain the desired development.
The Prime Minister pointed
out poverty as one of the major
reasons for the disability apart
from ‘' malnutrition, rance,
environment pollutidn and
carelessness in child health

care.

ch Zia said the govern-
ment taken up a number of
steps for the welfare of the dis-
abled persons which included
poverty alleviation programme,

expansion of nutrition and
health care facilities, successiul

Sec Page 12 Col 3
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Murtaza Bhutto

Pormer employees of the BRTC crowd the BRTC Bhaban on RAJUK Avenue yesterday

demanding their ‘Golden-handshake’

— Star photo

may contest

24 seats from Sindh

KAIRACHI. Aw 22: Mir
Murtaza Bhutto Iu::;-*
aled quile a big
political arena ﬂ“m-ln by

announcing that hé will take
part in the country’s next gen-
eral

clertions as an independent
have taken

= rding to details avail-
able here, Murtaza had applied
for the card lo the Pakistan em-
h..gt:.n Damascus where he
has ving in sell-exile for
the last 15 years or so. The em-
bassy had sent the application

~ From M J Zahedi

to Islamabad for action. The
Registration Department, it is
learnt, had directed the
Registration Officer of Larkana,
the ancestral home of the
Bhullos, to issue the card.
Murtaza's mother, Mrs Nusrat
Bhutto, 1t is sajd, cellecied i
from the ollice on behalf of her
son. The No of the card, accord-
ing to reports, is 421-93-
308090,

The first three digits being
the identification of issuing
registration office, the two next
denote the year of lssue and the
remaining digits represent the
number of the card, which also
contains the name of the
holder's father, his address and
date of birth. The obverse con-
tains a photograph of the
holder. ;

Although some interpret
this as an Indication of
Murtaza's imminent return to
Pakistan, the announcement by
the caretaker Prime Minister,

Mr Moeen Qureshi, on Saturday
in Karachi, that cases againsi
political leaders pending in the
courts will not be withdrawn is
forcing many an observer into
reconsidering their predictions.

A decision to this effect was
taken in Islamabad on Friddy at
a meeting between the Prime
Minister, other federal ministers
and top. brass including
the Chiel of Stall. The decision
was interpreted as a warming to
Murtaza Bhutty and MQM
chief, Altal Husain, another
seil-exiled leader, both
of whom have constderable ﬁ:
itical influenee in Sindh, t
they would be arrested and
tried tf they returned Io
Pakistan. It is also said that it
showed that the Army has given
no green signal for the return of
Muriaza whose mother had
sought a meeting with the Chicf
of Army Stall.

Mr Qureshi's unambiguous

See Page 12 Col B

Deemed exporters
to get bonded
warehouses once
again
Star Report

The govegnment has decided
to reintroduce bonded ware-
house [acility for the deemed
ex

The National. Board of
Revenue (NBR), following a di-
rective of the Finance Minister
on August 17 ,has taken the
decision.

A source in the NBR said the
facility would be allowed for one
year on an experimental basis
and decisions to either extend
or stop it would be taken uppn
a study of the results.

The deemed ex ers earlier
enjoyed the warehouse [acility
but it was withdrawn In
December, 1992 following
widespreald allegations that
they were smuggling. their
produéts to the local market,
thereby making the domestic

VCETS NON- ithve.

The NBR source said the fa-
cility was revived because the
business chambers had been

See Page 12 Col |
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Talks with striking
nurses today

By Staff Correspondent”

The ment starts
tiations with the leaders of the
Bangladesh Diploma Nurses'
Association (BDNA) today to end
the on-going strike by the
nurses.

Health and Family Welfare
Minister Chowdhury Kamal
I[bne Yusuf told The Daily Star
last nightrthat he would begin
talks this moming with the
nurses' leaders to resolve the
problem.

The minister hoped the
strike would be called off in a
day or two.

Medicare services at the
state-owned hospitals of the
country almost collapsed
Sunday, the fifth day of the

‘nurses’ strike,

Some 15,000 stafl, assistant
and student nurses in the gov-
ernment - hospitals ‘and clinics
stopped work since
to press a single demand — to
remain under the Nursing
Welfare Directorate instead of
the Health Directorate.

The minister was strongly
critical of the strike, saying Lhe
nurses’ leaders were "behaving
like trade unionists”.

Kamal Ibne Yusuf insisted
the rnment decision to
place the nurses under the
Director General of Health was
only a temporary measure. '

“The DG Nursing has re-
tired. There are 29 posts lying
vacant Iin the Nursing
Directorate and the services ol
the nurses have to be under
somebody,” he said.

In the new system, the jobs
of the nurses would never be al-
fected, the minister assured.

Our Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) correspondent
said that 62 patients left the
850-capacity hospital yesterday
where routine functions were

seriously hampered.
Conditions of the patients,

cularly the poor, aggra- .

m because there was none
to look aflter them. could
not afford treatment at the more
expensive private clinics run by
the renowned doctors and spe-
cialists.

Striking nurses claimed that
several s were

emergency
* working at the DMCH but they

Sce Page 12Col 7 4
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Conspiracies kept AL
out of power: Hasina

Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina yesterday al-
leged that coftspiracy hatched
by vested groups over the ycars
have obstructed her party re-
turning to power, reports UNB.

*Whenever -there was
prospect of going to power, con-
spirators . struck the Awami
League,” she said, add t
the party workers h:mnﬁn
when they saw some of their
own leaders stabbing the orga-
nization on the back to fulfil
their personal ambitions.

Hasina was addressing a
gathering of leaders and work-
ers of Noakhali district Awami
League who came to meet her at
29 Minto Road under the lead-
ership of newly elected Noakhalf
pourashava chairman Rabiul
tossain Kochi. w "

In 1991 parliamen clec-
tion, people had expected that
the Awami League would returmn
to power but their aspiration
was not materialised due to
conspiracy, said Hasina, also
Leader of the Opposition in

Parllament. .

"We won the election
through people’'s mandate but
we suffered debacle because of
conspiracy,” she alleged.

Awami League is still the
largest political organisation in
the country, Hasina said adding
the successful observance of
August 15 hartal and the grand
rally on August 20 again
proved it.

She said leaders and work-
ers ol the Awami League have
been struggling for survival
since the assassination of
Bangabandhu in 1975 facing all
odds and obstacles,

The Awami League chiel
further alleged that the workers
of the Awami Leagae were being
harassed by enacting the Anti-
Terrorism Act to take political
revenge. "The Act has not been
applied against the lerrorists
backed by the ruling party.”

She accused the ruling
party of "naked politicisation”
which has crippled all institu-

See Page 12 Col 2

clatm of responsibility for the

killings, which come amid &

gucrilia-style battle with |slamic
extremists irying to topple the

milftary backed leaders of this
North African nation.

Merbah, 568, is the second

E—

i

Algeria assassinated

Mohamed Boudiaf, president
of the ruling High State Commi-
Itee was assassinated June 29,
1992, but it remains unclear
whether [slamie extremists were
behind the killing.

Armed extremists were
blamed for attacks on three
government ministers at the
start of the year. Former
Defense Minister Khaled Nexzzar,
a member of the ruling commit-
tee, barely escaped a February
ambush. Employment Minister
Tahar Hamd{ was wounded in
another attack and equipments
Minister Sift Mokdad was un-
harmed in an attack.

Armed extremists have been
blamed for the killings of a half-
doren noted Jt:rlhﬂmuﬂ;

more i
:thm.

Merbah headed the m-

ment from 1988 to 1080, just

after the October 1988 riots
that pressed this North African

natfon into a multi-party sys-
tem. He was fired by then-
President Chadlf id for
not instituting reforms
with greater speed.

A colonel, Merbah was head
of military security, known as
the political police, from 1963 to

1 980,
Maost . e was presi-
dent of a political party,

the Algertan Movement for
Justice and Development

The killings came hours after
authorities named a new prime
minister on Saturday, Redha
Malek, who had served as for
eign minister, o replace Belaid
Abdesslam. A new government
is 1o be named in a week. :

The change -pplrtntm-
nals a change In strategy, -
ening the line against the war
on extremists, while providing
new political and economic
openings in an effor® 1o pull
Algeria out of crists,

Biman likely to start |
NY flights next month

By Staff Correspondent

Biman Bangladesh Airlincs
in likely to open its new route to

‘ | New York from next month, a

Biman source said yesterday.
* The parllamentary standing
commitiee on the Civil Aviation
Ministry, in a meeting yester-
day suggested the third week of
September as a tentative time to
inaugurate the 30th route of the
pationnl carrier, the source
said.

He said the authorities were
now working to obtain a prelim-

inary operation order (POB)
from the US Federdl Aviation

Biman's operation to New York.

Biman loaned two DC 1030
aircrafl from the manulacturers
— one for six months and an-
other for three rs — after
one of its four DC-10, met with
an accident last May at the Zla
International Ajrport.

The damaged atrerafl is now
undergoing repair at the ZIA
hangar. On completion of the
repairs, Biman's fleet will have
five DC-10s; two ATPs and two
F-28 aircrall. Hlmlm i I:Ilu
l-tudyuz to purchase
two mid-haul aireraft possibly
A-300 sertes airbuses 10 expand
its network.

The parllamentary standing
commitiee, headed by State
Minister for Civil Aviation and
Touriam Abdul Mannan, alse
recorded a t of Rashed

See Page 12 Col 6
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| Ganatantri Party

won't join
Dr Kamal
Star Report.
The Ganatantri Party (GP)

will not participate in the
National Grand Convention

-
['nﬂlm Azam”

(NGC) of Dr Kamal Hossain and
his “allies, scheduled from
August 27 to 29. The GP has
also officially decided not to
merge with the new party to be
floated from the NGC.

- The decisions were taken
last night at the end of two-day
national eouncil of the party
held ‘at the paity central office
at Siddique Bazar. GP chief
Ahfmedul Kabir presided over
the meeting attended by 180
out of 200 councillors.

The party sources said that a
resolution, passed unanitmously
by the council, called for buiid-
ing up the Ganatantri Party as
a bigger organisation and to
form a united front with all the
$ro-liberation, democratic and

progressive forecs.
See Page 12 Col 6

'I've never seen
Golam Azam
in person’

Film actor |llyas Kanchan
'yesterday described as “false
ahd intriguing” a [ront page re-
port published on Friday in a
vernacular daily which said
"Mityas Kanchan was present at

Jamaatl leader
reports BSS.

Kanchan said this was far
from the truth. He had never
met Golam Azam and added,
"Other than his photographs in
newspapers and posters, | have
never seen Azam {n person.”

"l am a professional Mlm

artiste and not involved with
Scc Page 12 Col 2

6 get life tepﬁs_
for murdering
RMC student

RAJSHAHI, Aug 22: Six
people were today awrded life
terms for murdering Jamil
Akhter Ratan, a Chhatra
Moitree leader of the Rajshaht
Medical College, reports UNB.

Additional District and
Sessions Judge Mohammad

1 Mozammel |iag gave the verdict

in which the accused were also
fired Tk 5,000 each and, in de-
fault., to suffer another six
months' imprisonment,

Nine other accused were ac-
quitted.

The convicited are
Shafiquzaman Swapan, Bazlur
Rashid. Nurul Islam., Akhter
Hossian, Zahrul Islam and
Tariqul Islam. The last four
were tried in absentia.

All of them are the leaders
and workers ol the Islami
Chhatra Shibir

Jamil Akhter Ratan, Chhatra
Moitree's Medical College unit
president, was killed in a violent
clash between the Islami
Chhatra Shibir and the All-
Party Student's Unity on May

S0ee Mt 12001 4

Police pre-empts
Nirmul body

By Nazmul Ashraf

The Ghatak Dalal Nirmul
Jatiya Samannay Committee
last might postponed the an-
nouncement of its fresh action
programmes tpday, competent
sources said.

The postponement was re:
portedly prompted by a sudden
action ol the police who re-
moved a 30-feet-tall effigy of
Jamaat lcader Gelam Azam
from the Art Institute premises
at about 9 last night, committee
sources said. Two earlier police
attempts were foiled by the fin-
stitute students during the day,
the sources added.

The elfigy was made for
burning at today's public gath-
ering in front of the Jatiya Press
Club.

Officials in the Police Control
Room and Ramna thana ex-

s, tcsdent. The. commdtes




