SYLHET -
355 uplif
schemes

undertaken

From Our Correspondent

Aug 21: A total of 365 devel-
opment schemes has been
taken up in 11 thanas of Sylhet
district under the Post-Flood
Test Relief Programme (PFTRP).
The Relief and Rehabilitation

has sanctioned a to-

Bal of 700 metric tonnes of
wheat for execution of these
schemes. 3

According to an official
source, the schemes will be im-
plemented throu project
committees under different
include, .*-2:-:

repair improve-

ment of roads, embankments
and other by the re-
cent devastating
throughout the district. Of the
total sanctioned gquantity of
wheat, 110 metric tonnes of
wheat will be spent for execu-
tion of 38 schemes in
thana, 75 Metric tonnes for 3
schemes of 85 met-
ric tonnes for 41 schemes in
Beanibazar, 70 metric lonnes
for 42 schemes in Gowainghat,
75 metric tonnes for 48
schemes in Go . 95 met-
ric tonnes for 556 schemes of
Balahganj, 20 metric tonnes for
seven schemes of Fenchuganj,
90 metric tonnes for 49
schemes in Sylhet sadar, 20
metric tonnes for 20 schemes in

Jaintapur, 40 metric for
24 schemes in and
20 metric tonnes will be spent
for execution of nine schemes in
Companyganj thana.
MALDEE COURT
Town faces
manifold

- problems

Aug 21: Noakhali Pouras-
hava is beset with multifarious
problems causing Iin-
convenience to the town-

dwellers, UNB.
The dila condition of
roads, absence of proper

drainage system, inadequate
water supply and street lights
made the civic life miserable.
Various , ditches and
other wa of the town

are filled with water
which are the ideal breeding

el e asvanmd’ ot
assumed * an
alarming proportion causing
spread of malaria and other
diseases
Only one-fourth of the total
length of roads iIn rhe
is metalled. Cracks
and pot holes have developed at
many points of the roads. The
kuticha roads become muddy
and after a shght rain-
=il sufferings of the
dwellers increase manifold in
the miny season.

B'BARIA

One killed,
20 injured
in road

accident

Aug 21: A two-month-old boy
was killed and 20 people were
. nine of them seriously,

bus fell into a
ditch near Gogod In
hana of Brahmanbaria

£
>

and passengers said, ;Epﬂﬂl
UNB.

The boy, identified as Shah
Alam of village Shialkur in

district, died on the spot.

m.hmﬂ:nmdm

Hospital.
Police and passengers said
the Madhabpur (Habiganj)
bound bus from

Prison house
threatened by
Jamuna erosion
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Two arrested,
bombs seized

M!t:?nliu:lrmudtu:[
people from area
the town and seized

Islamic
education

programme

Aug 21: A two-day Islami
education day celebration-93
programme of Chittagong city
chapter of Islami Chhatra Shi-
bir began at the Muslim Institu-
te Hall here Wednesday, a
Shibir press release said, re-

 ports BSS,

The programme includes
seminar, literary and cultural
competition, cultural function
and staging of drama. -

presented a paper
ject. Maulana Abu Taher, for-

mer central t of lslami
Chhatra Shibir over
the seminar while Advocate Ba-

diul Alam, Shibir leader Muh-
ammad Shahjahan, Advocate
Shamsuddin Ahmad Mirza, and
Dr Muhammad Lokman took
in it

F"K.lr-m!nhhplpl:r
pleaded for introduction of
Islami educa ﬂmlnﬂu
country to get terroriam in
the educational institutions.

NO \KHALI
Training school
admission
programme
suspended

Aug 21: Admission of stu-
dents into Noakhall Medical
Assistant Training Sohool re-
mained suspended since | 985
due to shortage of fund, reports
UNB,

It was established with the
financial assistance from Neth-
erlands governiment in 1980
and began to enroll students to
train them as paramedics.

Du the 1980-'86 period,
the truined up about 500
students who are being ab-
sorbed by the rural health cen-
tres and different hospitals un-
der the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare,

Howewver, the training school,
together with 17 other educa-
tonal institutions, Ananced by
the Netherlands government,
remained closed since 1985, as
the contract between the two
governments could not be ex-
tended.

It is gathered that the
agreement could nol be ex-
tended due o the negligence of
the concerned authorities — the
school management committee
and the related department as

GAIBANDHA -
One kille
by assailants

A 21:

University, Pakistan (right)

RAJSHAHI: Dr Khawaja Amjad Saeed, Dean of Arts Faculty and Director of IBA, Punjab
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ng at a seminar held recently at Senate Hall, RU. Prof
Azhar Uddin, Pro-VC of RU (centre) and Prof Amiruzzaman Khan (left) are also seen in the
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Jute, paddy selling below
production cost

MAGURA, Aug 21: Prices of
jute and paddy have gone down
abruptly in different markets in
four thanas of the district
causing suffering to the grow-
ers, reports UNB.

According lo growers, jute is
being sold between Taka 120
and 140 per maund and paddy
is being sold between Taka 120
and 145 which is below the
production cost.

Local farmers informed that
production cost of per maund of
jute is between Taka 250 and
270. Jute and are the
only cash crops of the district,
they added.

When contacted, some grow-
ers said are in great diffi-
culty due to sudden fall iIn
prices of two cash crops. They
informed that inspite of re-
peated appeal no purchasing
centres have yet been opened in
the district by the government
to ensure [air prices ol their
produce.

Some traders alleged that
different jute mill companies
failed to pay off their arrears of
jute sold to them in the last two
to three seasons.

The farmers have urged the

government to open jutle and
paddy purchasing centres in
the district to save them [rom
economic bankruptcy.

Anti-social activities

on increase

Anti-social activities are on
rise in different parts ol the
district town causing concern
among the residents.

Local elders said the anti-
social elements are active in the
bus stands, cinema hall, Natun
bagar and Nomani bazar areas
and these points have turm into
dens of gamblers, gay girls and
drug addicts.

Besides, drugs like phensidyl
syrup, sedaxin, morphin, alco-
hol and other intoxicants are

sold almost openly in the
markets. The school and college
students are the victims of the
situation.

Meanwhile. snatching, hi-
jacking and sporadic clashes
among the local mastans are
the regular features after sun-
down in the town. Local elite
the mastans who are patronised

some political parties can es-
cape police arrest somehow or
other.

The school and college going
girls are often subjerted to un-
wanted harassment by the
hoodlums.

Housewife killed
after gang rape
A young housewif® was killed

alter gang rape at Jhagordia vil-

lage in Mohammadpur thana,
police said today.

According to villagers a gang
of miscreants forcibly entered
the house of Rokeya Begum
(25). wife of Mohammad Sujal
Khan and abducted her while

she sleeping with her two chil-
dren on August 4 midnight.

They raped her one after an-
other in a nearby field and
threw the body into a nearby
pond after slaughtering her bru-
tally.
8 hurt in rival
_ groups clash

At least eight people were in-
jured. three seriously, in a clash
between two rival groups of
people at Kalinagar village in
Sreepur thana, police said.

The seriously injured Torab
Ali (25]), Momrej Al (30) and
Haider Ali [(18) were sent to
Sadar hospital.

Zeal Bangla Sug

ar Mills

Tk 50 crore loss in 12 years

JAMALPUR, Aug2): Zeal
Sugar Mills, v
has incurred a loss of t
Taka 50 crore in twelve

from 1980-8]. according to of-
fictal sources.

:

The mill made a profit of -

Taka 14 crore during 1989-90
fiscal year. The government sold

highest loss of about
Taka eight crore was incurred
by the mill in 199]-93 financial
years.

When contacted, Nurul

use of power, corruption.
One Mirza Mozammel

Haque, a driver of the mill said
that huge gquantities of motor
parts were misused by the
workers of gar and mills
workshop. Many vouchers
on rchase of apare parts

in coo tlon with some mill
, including the Factory
Manager misappropriated a

From Our Correspondent

Lwgs amount of money allo-
cated on varfous heads durfng
his five years period of service.

The written allegation
claimed that the General
Manager according to the re-

misa Taka five
allocated for purchasing

mill bofler, repairing instru-
ment. But later the boller was
found in condition. The
allocated money was misappro-
priated by the General
in collaboration with other offi-
cers of the mills through fake
vouchers.

it s further alleged that
Taka 75,000 was sanctioned in
advance for lunch for the farm-
ers. The farmers later com-
plained that no such lunch was

The former General Mana-
ger, Abdus Salam also allegedly
misappropriated huge sums of
money on the pretext of
entertainment expenses. He
also made several [alse TA and
DA bills for offictal communica-
tion from Dewanganj to Dhaka,
it is further alleged.

The G M has also been ac-
cused of stealing valuable trees
including segun and mehagini
for personal use at his newly
constructed resident at Dhaka

The G M misappropriated
Taka 20,000 collected from two-
days of the mills stafl.

A total of 120000 bricks
worth Taka 12 lakh was sold by
GM at lower rate in cooperation
with dishonest contractor |

It is learnt that the mill every

year incurred loss about Taka

500,000 for buying of sugar-
cane. Some dishonest centre in-
charge of sugarcane purchasing
centres also made [ake money
receipt without purchasing sug-
arcane. Eleven centre-in-
C in different su
purchase centre were dis-
charged or suspended in this
regard during the period.

THe mill every year dis-
tributed insecticides and fertil-
fzers to s cultivators as
loan. But these loan materials
were also misused and misap-
propriated from the godowns. In
this regard s~parate cases were
lodged with different police sta-
Some stall of Zeal Bangla
Sugar Mills have urged the
democratically elected present

government (o take immediate |

nece action t dis-
honest mill officers national
interest.

The t has

sanctioned Taka five crore for
the construction and repair of
seven colleges and 18 high
schools in ater Jamalpur
district in current fiscal
year, official sources said.

Of the amount, Taka three
crore has been sanctioned for
the construction and recon-
struction of seven colleges iIn
Sherpur and Jamalpur, and the
rest Taka two crore for buillding
of 18 government and non-gov-
ernment high schools in these
areas

services to the flood victims of Maulvibazar

r= 8l

The JEXCA {l-u:ilﬁ;'.l nf t.hu ex-cadets -:;th-nihh Cadet College) medical team rendering

|

Notes From

Khulna

KHULNA, Aug 21: A discus-,
on “Women's legal

Khulna Pioneer School on

It was also addressed by
Principal Anwara Begum, Prof
Mamtaj B:I&:xm and Advocate
Taslima atun with the
President of the Federation

Sajeda Haque in the chair,

The speakers dwelt at length
on the existing laws of inheri-

tance, and divorce
law, law re ing dowry and
rights 6f women preserved in
the constitution of the country.

They said the women who
constitute half of the population
are subjected to various depri-
vation and torture in the
as the laws cannot provide ade-
quate safeguard for them.

Poorer section of the women
community are the worst suf-

ferers and almost every in-
cidents of brutal killing tor-
ture are taking place here or
there, they said.

They called upon the gov-
ernment to come forward to
save the women from the hand
of oppressors and create con-
gendal atmosphere so that they

can participate in the develop-
ment activities.

Fish Fortnight '93
concludes

A fortnight long fish and tree

fair organised by the dis-
um%mmnb:nd Agri-

culture Extension Department
was concluded here on

Saturday.

Ashraf Hossain, Whip of
Jatiya Sangsad distributed
prizes and certificates among
the participants on the
concludi A

Fish E}::yﬂ Wazed Ali and
Aziz obtained the first and sec-
ond prizes respectively among
the 5] participants.

City Mayor Shetkh Tayebur
Rahman and Deputy Commi-
ssioner Kazi Riajul Haque
addressed the prize giving
ceremony.

Power Development Board
(PDB) snapped 1,344 electric
;:unnecllurnl- in H?ulnl region
Oor non- nt of arrear bill of
Taka 15% |

PDB sources said 724 Hnes
were disconnected in Faridpur
district, 340 lines In ter
Khulna district, 176 lines in
greater Jessore district and 104
lines in Barisal district.

Meanwhile, local PDB oflice
realised Tk 8.90 lakh outstand-
ing bills {n the last month. The
mobile court of the board also
realised Taka 57,000 as fine
from the illegygl power con-
sumers in the month.

The above news were re-

ported by UNB.

Teachers urged to

play pioneering role

Whip of Jatiya Sangsad
Ashral Hossain asked the
teachers to play their pioneering
role to improve the standard of
education and implement the
government's education policy.
He was s ing at a function
held here recently in connection
with the handing over cheques
for government grants to vari-
ous educational institutions.

Cheques of Taka three lakh
and [ifty thousand for twenty
three educational institutions
were handed over on the occa-
ston.

The function as presided
over by Deputy Commissioner
Kazi Reazul Huq. It was at-
tended by the teachers of differ-
ent educational institutions and
president of Bangladesh College
Teachers Samity.

The above news were re-

ported by BSS.

Ex-cadets team
renders medical
service to flood
affected people

The JEXCA, the association
of the Ex-Cadets of Jhenidah
Cadet College, under its emer-
gency medical assistance pro-
gramme, sent a 7-member
medical team to the flood af-
fected Rajnagar thana of
Maulvibazar district, says a
press release.

The team includes three doc-
tors and four volunteers.

The JEXCA, being a volun-
tary organisation, is engaged in
social welfare activities since its
inception. The JEXCA provided
health care coverage for a sus-
tainable period of time at the
outskirts nt‘ChnTu city and
Kutubdia island of Cox's Bazar
district in the aftermath of 1991

lone. After the devastat
ad in 1988, JEXCA opern
a 20-bed diarrhoea hospital at
Mirpur of Dhaka for a month
with a view te combating
threats of diarrhoeal discases.
The members of the assoctation
actively participate in such en-
deavours completely on volun-
lary basis.

3,580 tonnes of wheat
for destitute families

BARISAL, Aug 21: Governm-
ent has sanctioned 3,580 metric
tons of wheat for distribution
among 9,549 destitute families
of Barisal district under
Vulnerable Group Development
Programme [(VGDP) during the

According to district Relief
and Rehabilitation Office
sources, this wheat will be dis-
tributed at the rate of 31.25

per family per month
through 868 centres of the dis-
tricts.

Of the total, 72 metric tons
will be distributed amopg 300
families in Barisal Sadar thana,
651 metric tons among 1,736
families in Agailjhard, 735 met-
ric tons among 1,960 families in
Gournadt, 146 metric tons
among 390 families in Hizla,
293 metric tons among 782
families irr Mehendigonj, 163
metric tons among 435 familics
in Muladi, 145 metric tons

among 387 familics in
Babugonj. 157 metric tons
among 420 f[amilies In

Bakergonj, 974 metric tons
among 2,500 f[amilies In
Uzirpur, 80 metric tons among
240 families in Banaripara
thanas and 112 metric tons
among 300 families in Barisal
pourashava areas, thc source
said

Another = report says:
Livestock Director sanctioned
Taka 9,11,250 as incentive
bonus to owners of twentyfour
non-government dairy firms of
Barisal district in last fiscal
year.

According to an official
source, district committee rec-
ommended over of 57 non-gov-

ermmment dairy firms for incen-
tive bonus.

Twentyfour out of these 57
owners receifved the incentive
bonus for better performances

this year.

Farming of local varieties
of paddy on decrease

BARGUNA, Aug21: The cul-
ttvation of local varieties of
is decreasing in Bargtna,
Patuakhali, Pirojpur, Bhola,
Jhalakathi and Barisal districts,
UNB.
" The Sarmmers: ol the diaticts
previously grew different local
varieties of y namely
Paniscial, Binipakri, Khir-
Dudkumar,
Uknimdha, Satia,
white Aus and

shabhog,
Dhyapa,
Poraugi,

Kalamanic on their land.

These varieties grew abun-
dantly. After the harvest of the
varieties of paddy, the farmers
used to procure sufficient
straws which were used as fod-
der and there was no scarcity of
fodder then.

Owing to the sharp fall in the
cultivation of local varieties of
paddy; many problems have
now developed iIncluding
scarcity of fodder.

The production cost of [RRI-
Boro is increasing day day
with the increased price of agri-
cultural inputs. Farmers
that the price of the agri-inputs
have now gone beyond the pur-
chasing capacity of the peas-
ants.

Some farmers of Barguna
Sadar thana told UNB that the

local varieties of could be
cultivated without fertiliz-
ers and irrigation lities.

Moreover, the production cost is
also very low. But the cultiva- -
tion of IRRI-Boro was impossi-
ble without using fertilizers and

frrigation facilities.

u{T!ﬂ;ptnmpmdurﬂmmﬂ
IRRI-Bojo is very high and
many farmers of the region un-
able to spend such an amount,
have now run into debts.

Other crops cannot be cultd-
vated after harvesting |RRI -Boro
and as a result the cultivation
of these varieties of paddy have

Before the introduction of
IRRI-Boro, the farmers could
produce three crops in a year.

The IRRI-Boro is now culti-
vated in large scale in Barguna,
Patuakhali, Bhola, Pirojpur,
Jhalakathi and Barisal districts
but the authorities have taken
no steps to operate power
pumps in order to minimise the
production cost of the paddy.

Besides, the local varieties of
are more nutritious than
IRRI-Boro, local experts said.
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GOPALGANJ: The artistes of local Nandan Shahitya
Sanskritik Sangstha rendering

songs on the occasion of

‘Sraboni Baran Festival’' held at the local public hall re-

cently.

— Star photo

1.25 lakh handlooms now
under lock and key

" From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Aug 21: More than
one lakh 25 thousand hand-
looms of six districts of Barisal,
Patuakhali, Bhola, Jhalakatht,
Borguna and Pirojpur out of
one lakh 40 thousand are now
under lock and key.

As a result. thousands of
weavers who are dependent on
this profession have become
jobless and leading a sub hu-
man life with thetr mem-
bers. .

According to reliable source,
many weavers have already
changed their hereditary pro-
fession weavers have no future
as the prices of necessary arti-
cles like yam, dyes and chemi-
cals have gone up and those are
beyond the buying capacity ol
the poor weavers particularly in
village areas. Government has
also imposed a high-rate tax on
dyes and chemicals they in-
formed.

On the otherhand, smug-
of cotiton clothes from
ndia is rampant which is a vital
problem for our handioom
ts. Unusual competition
has . made the future of local
products bleak. Future. the
mment policy for granting
ns and realising the same
has made the financial condi-
tion of the poor weavers miser-
able.

It is learnt that the govern:
ment had so far disbursed aka
80 crore through different or-
ganisations which has now
reached at an amoun! of about
450 crore taka with interests.

According to weavers, they
have already paid up more than
310 crore taka and still them,
the rest of the amount are still
lying outstanding with the
weavers. [t should be exempted,

they urged.

Stress on semi-intensive
shrimp cultivation

KHULNA, 21: Indus-
tries Minister
Khan has said that

had declared tech

nology based pisciculture as an
industry to raise fish production
in the country, reports BSS.

The minister was addressing
a seminar on, semi intensive
shrimp cultivation in the con-
illl? held here on
Thursday. It was tly organ-
ised by l.l'lnl.ml‘:l:.‘l district
administration and BSCIC. The
inaugural function was
addressed, among others, by

Khulna Cerporation Mayor
Sheikh ur Rahman,

Secretary, Ministry of Industries

A H M Abdul Hye. Bangladesh
Shrimp Cultivators Assoctation
President Dr Aftabuzraman,



