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gathering, but also in terms of organisation, dlncil-
pline and on-the-spot arrangements last Friday's
meeting showed signs of the AL's traditional organ-
ising capacity. However, the impact of the meeting
was somewhat diluted because of the 'deja vu' na-
ture of most of the programmes that were an-
nounced. The only spark of innovation and creativ-
ity was contained in the newly announced pro-
gramme dealing with peasants, under the slogan
"Krishak Bachao-Desh Bachao” (save the peasants,
save the country). The timeliness of this pro-
gramme is beyond question. For quite a while now,
national focus has mainly been concentrated on
the tssues dealing with industry, trade and finance.
Agriculture, and by implication the plight of the
peasants. did not get the attention that a sector of
its size deserves. As experts and policy makers
never tire of pointing out, our agriculturists are the
largest group of private entrepreneurs, who are
silently contributing to GDP without much help
from the government. The question of subsidy In
agriculture, the prices of agri-products, espeeially
the slump in the paddy prices at the moment, the
sudden stoppage of the government's procurement
policy, etc. all point to the need for a serious look
into the situation of the peasants. We think the AL
has done well to pin point this issue. By taking it
up as a political platform, the AL will not only be
able to put pressure on the government to do
something in this area, but also strengthen its
support base among the peasants.

As for the rest of AL programmes, there is very
little which ts new. The repeal of the Indemnity Bill,
trial of the killers of Bangabandhu, trial of Golam
Azam are old demands which have been re-stated.
As the total number of old p es [ar out-
weigh the new, the impression lingers that the AL
continues to dwell in the realm of the past, at the
cost of a vision for the future.

Demands for removal of corrupt ministers,
stopping all sorts of political repression and ending
the policy of "dalio karan" (putting party cadres ev-
erywhere) have been made before. These accusa-
tions would have much greater impact if the media
would be supplied with some proof of these claims.
Without credible proof, such claims automatically
become reduced to irresponsible propaganda,
casting deubt on other opposition claims. Credibi-
lity and authenticity are critical elements In
winning public confidence.

A disturbing aspect of the AL's programmes is
the call for hartal in October. What was true when
we opposed the SKOP's call for workstoppage is
equally, if not more, true for the biggest opposition
party. Nothing positive can be achieved by harming
the production process. It would be foolish for the
AL to get the impression that people participated
spontaneously in the hartal of 15 August. While

people paid tribute to Bangabandhu, and con-
demned his assassination, they would have pre-
ferred to show their respects in a different manner,
ﬁ{;gn the chance. There is still time. We hope the

will reconsider its position. When a hartal is ob-
served, the government is hurt only marginally. It
is the people, especially the poorest ones, who are
hurt most. Hartal or strikes or any form of work
stoppage will have to be shunned as a political
weapon. What hurts the country, what bleeds the
nation, what makes the people poorer, cannot be a
part of our politics. People are rejecting it. So
should the political parties.

A word of appreciation for the BNP's decision to
postpone its meeting is well in order. The spirit of
accommodation was refreshing and deserves to be
matched by the opposition. We also note with ap-
preciation AL's call upon its workers to avoid vio-
lence and clash. This cooperative attitude kept the
events of Friday violence free, much to the relief of

the citizens of Dhaka, and of the whole country.

Encroachments

Encroachments on public thoroughfares, roads
and highways are soon to be dealt with more seri-
ously than ever. The authorities’ idea of being
stringent rather than lax is to augment the pun-
ishment for the offenders against any law or direc-
tive. In this case the fine for encroaching on roads
etc would be raised from Tk 10 of 1925 — when the
Bengal Highways Act was put into force — to Taka
10,000. And for habitual offenders the fine of Tk
100 a day would go on accumulating till the offence
ceases. On top of this, if need be simple imprison-
ment for upto six months may also be awarded.
The authorities say in justification of the amend-
ment being brou
ment, that the penal provisions in the nearly 70-
year old Act were totally inadequate today to save
the roads from illegal occupation.

This is undoubtedly a welcome move. Encroach-
ment on roads has become a universal evil in
Bangladesh. But after duly wishing godspeed to the
move we want to know how was the Act put into
force in the last two decades? However inadequate
the punishment may be, how many were pun-
ished?

Our misgivings on this point would be hard to
heal. Only stringency of prohibiting laws can do
very little unless there is a lot of application of the
same — so much as can effectively inhibit the in-
cidence of the offence very naturally. Our lapses on
the application side of law, caused largely through
a pervasive of corruption, have made the
question of severity of penal provisions rather
pointless.
ot Vi ares of A By R o

. Vast areas ol pu ;
of roads and highways, have been occupfed, per-
manently it seems and all over , to be
added to personal holdings either for housing or for
commercial purposes or both. The job is to bring
these innumerable plots and stretches back to
public ownership and put these to collective good.

Will the government be able to do that? In the
case of raillway property, government has failed
miserably to offset large-scale encroachment. How

will they succeed this time? The bad records all the

199]1. India imported a wide

ght soon to enhance the punish- -

countries have started hno?ﬂ.m
tion whether the goal one
European currency, let alone
the much more radical final ob-
jective of political and economic
union envisaged in the Maas-
tricht t , oan be achieved in
the foreseeable future. The
reason for this pessimism is the
crumbling edifice of the
understanding between France
and Germany. Indeed, the
Franco-German axis was Lhe
bed rock on which the EEC
structure was ereclted. Coun-
tries such as the UK or ltaly
are no doubt important in other
ways but the very existence and
the future of the Community
hinges on the close cooperation
and frendship between France
and Germany, two countries for
which centuries of enmity, war
and bitterness was swept away
in the spirit of reconciliation as
Europe rose from the ashes of
the Second World War

The friction between France
and Germany has taken a sen-
ous turn recently. The reasons
are essentially economic though
the political undertones are
casily discernible. The economic
prioritics of the two countrics
are loo divergent to be
reconciled. Bufleted by the im-
pact of a global recession and
high domestic unemployment,
France has been pressing for
interest rate cuts in order to
stimulate the economy, whereas
Germany is determined to pre-
vent inflation and therefore, re-
fuses to reduce its interest rate.
German fear of inflation is most
deep-rooted. Perhaps the mem-
ories of the hyper inflation
which spawned Hitler and
Nazism still haunts them. The
absorption of East Germany
into the economy has severely
strained the German economy.
The huge costs of unification
were met primarily through

borrowing. Naturally the Bun-
desbank had to raise the

interest rates to punishing lev-
els. Given the need to maintain

exchange rate parties within the

central banks ol other members
of the European Monetary
System were forced o also raise
interest rates. The coat of
having the Deutsch Mark (DM)
as the anchor currency ol the
European Monetary System
(EMS) quickly became clear.
With the excep tion of the
Netherlands the other member
countries, but particularly the
UK and France found 11
impossible to follow Germany s
lead without further aggravating
recession and unemployment.
Le Monde in an editorial said,
“All of Europe s paying today
lor the mistakes committed by
the Bonn Government during
German unification.” “The new
Germa-ny,” the paper com-
plained, "has abused its domi-
naht economic position on Lhe
Continent.”

A major step lowards
European economic integration
had been taken in 1979, when
the members of the European
Community, under the leader-
ship of French President Valery
Giscard d'Estaing and German
Chancellor Helmut Schmidt
signed the treaty establishing
the European Monectary System.
Since then, despite many
stresses and strains, the EEC
members have tried to observe
the rules of the common
exchange rate mechanism
(ERM). In fact, the vistonaries of
an United Europe who drafted
the Maastricht treaty, wanted a
single common currency by the
end of the decade. This goal re-
cetved a severe jolt recently
when, in the face of severe

speculative pressure on the '

French franc, the Bundesbank
refused to budge from its posi-
tion of high interest rate.

Currency speculators unloaded
French franc tn huge amounts
thereby reducing its exchange
value against German mark,
despite massive intervention by
European central banks.

Speculators correctly percetved
that the political costs of main-

ture of a large and sustained

speculative atiack, and the in-
ability of central banks 1o hold

these parities, had been clearly
demonstrated al the time of
starling's forced exit from the
ERM last September. This al-
fected the other European cur-
rencies as well and undermined
the entire system ol currency
stabilization, and derailed the
entire process of the gradual
narrowing of the currency
bands. As a result EC offictals
were forced to widen the range
of curreney fluctuations to 30
percent (15 percent up and 156
per cent down). This was just a
[ace-saving device because as a

result of the deciston the EMS
is now virtually dead. This very
negative development camie just
when the last major hurdle to
the Maastricht trealy was re-
moved by the approval by the
British  Parlament to the
treaty. No one replly knows for
certain if the goal of a single
currency for Europe will be
achieved, as planned or even in
the near future.
Franco-German discord is
nol confined to the monctary
question alone. In the field of
trade the two countries seem to
have growing differences in
dealing with their major trading
pariners. For example, recently
the Germans ignored EC rules
to purchase US telecommuni-
cations equipment in preference
to the bidders from the
Community. Naturally the
Americans oflered them, in re-
turn, certain special advan-
tages. There are other examples
of the widening position of the
two nations in the area of
trade. In the political ficld the
rift has become visible when the
Bosnian crisis unfolded. In the

Germans have a certain histor)-
cal kinship with the Croatians
and did not want either of these
small nations to go under the
control of Serbia. France and
Britain have argued that the
early recognition of these

tries Germany precipi-
t:mtad ﬂu?nluln,[ struggle to

grab territory belonging to the
Bosnian Muslims. Quile apart
from the merit of these argu-
ments it is quite that the EC
policy on Bosnia, under French
and British influence, differed
from that pursued by Germany.
The Germans are no longer
content to remain a minor

acior in the political field. They
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resent the fact that despite their
dominant economic position in
Europe, it is France and Britain
who are veto-wiclding perma-
nent members of the UN
Security Council. Germany, as
the defeated power of the sec-
ond World War is excluded from
that elite group. The United
States has in recent years
started to support the German
aspiration for permanent mem-
bership, advocating the Inchu-
sion of both OGermany and
Japan on the grounds of thefr
importance in the global econ-
omy. Out of five permanent
members, Europe already has
three (Russia has to be taken as
an European country though as
Soviet Union it may have had a
different status). Obviously it
would be Inu:‘:ﬂnﬂ:h for Eu

to have anot member,
both Britain and France are
fearful that either one of them
might lose the veto power which
has symbolized their status as
world powers.

The slow and halting manner
in which the Maastricht treaty
was ratified by the EC countries

group. All this is changl
original vision of the founding

fa who wanted a compact

and neous group of
nations anchored by Franco-
German (rendship.

The growing strain in the

relation between these nations

due o . economic and
political rifts has n to cast
a shadow on the future of the
Community. Increasing disen-
chantment with the EC
bureaucracy and the of

detalled and difficult to

Irm regulations produced

in

by is another negative
factor. The huge size of the
burcaucracy in Brussels and its

propensity to arrogate to itself
the

authority to regulate
economies of member countries
at the cost of natiorml parla-
ments is also causing second

tion of the national of
12 countries with and
often conflicting perceptions of

national interests has not been
an easy task Yet the group has
persevered.

Jack Delors’ vision might
have been a bit premature for
some countries but no one has
yet said that the goal is
unrealistic or unattainable.

Some adjustment will be

to accommodate the
reality of
disproportionate economic clout
but eventually Germany will
have Lo accept a place in the
new Europe in the context of
the Community. France may
have to abandon its dream of
"grandeur” which inspired de
Gaulle but who can deny
France its rightful place as a
great nation? My assessment of
the latest situation In Europe is
that despite the stresses and
strains the forces for integration
set In motion may slow down
for short periods but it can net-
ther be stopped nor its course
altered. History always moves
forward and what we are wit-
nessing in Europe is history In

the ng.

CGermany's

HE arms build-up in So-
uth Asia was boosted

4

primarily by four fac-
tors: (i) the adversarial relati-
onship between India and

Pakistan that triggered three
armed conflicts between them,
(i) unresolved border dispute
between Chima and India spark-
ing a -war in 1962, (iii)

Uk reiffoposr

during 1970's by the formation
of Pakistan-China-US axis, (tv)
India-USSR entente though ini-
tally unstructured maturing
into a stable and dependable re-
lationship and culminating into
a "Peace and Friendship Treaty”
in August 1971 as a_ shield
against Sino-Pakistan-US en-
tente. '

US-Pakistan entente was
viewed differently by US and
Pakistan. The former saw it as a
part of her global strategy in
containing the USSR. The latter
saw it as a shicld against India
though at no time there was
any assurance to that elfect
from the US. The divergent view
points surfaced clearly when in
the wake of the Sino-India
armed conflict in 1962, military
aid poured into India from both
the US and the USSR

The 1970's and 1980's were
decades of rapid military build-
up in. South Asia. The wars
India fought with Pakistan and
China provided the rationale for
strengthening and moderniza-
tion of Indian armed forces.
Between 1970 and 1980 Indian
annual defence expenditure
practically doubled in real
terms and exceeded $8 bn by
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South Asia in Transition: Challenges and Choices — Il

Perception should Shift from Arms Build-up
to Strengthening of Relations

varicty of new weapons for all
services mainly from the USSR,
but also from the United
Kingdom and France. Pakistan
followed suit and to mod-
emize her military forces in the
1970's and procured weapons
from China and France after the
US military assistance started
dwindling in the 1970's. The
cold war proved to be of im-
mense benefit to Pakistan dur-
ing the Russian military intru-
sion into Afghanistan. American
military and economic assis-
tance rose to a new high level
and included sophisticated F-
16's, harpoon missiles and a
variety of other weapons. Her
defence expenditure rose to

$3.23 bn in 1991. Indian re-
sponse could be seen in a fur-

ther doubling of her military
expenditure between 1980 and
1988. India expanded the
strength of her armed forces
and procured new Soviet fight-
ers and attack air-crafts and
other sophisticated weapons in-
cluding a nuclear submarine
from the Soviet Union on lease.

The arms race' in the South
Asian region acquired a new
and alarming dimension with
India and Pakistan reportedly
having developed nuclear ca-
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Institute of Law &
-Int'l Affairs

Sir, The Bangladesh
Institute of Law and
International Affairs was estab-
lished in June, 1972 with the
object of serving as a forum de-
voled mainly to the promotion
of study and research in law
and international affairs. It has,
among its patrons and mem-
htlu:i eminent personages, in-
cluding judges, lawyers, jurists,

ademics J

ac i

The mainstay of its finance
rests on grants made by the
Ministry of Law and Justice and
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Lately the institute has been
porety owing o wihholding o

to wi g

its ll?li‘l! of grant by the
Ministry of Law and Justice
from the last financial year. No
clear indication {s available as
to why the ministry has with-
heid its grant but it is believed
that the institute has fallen vic-
tim to friction of political ideol-

more demand from us all the good wishes for the | mwhthﬂnttnthlurm
: o

latest move to succeed.

owing the last Annual

General Meeting of the Institute.

The institute cannot run
with the grant of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs alone. It is re-
ported that the employees of the
institute could not be paid their
salary during the last f[ew
months for paucity of funds.

It will be a sad thing if for
want of patronage from one of
the sponsoring ministries, the
institute is lorced lo close down.

A well-wisher of the Institute

Citizen's
harassment

Sir, A couple of months ago,
I bought a second hand car,
and had the same duly trans-
ferred in my name after the
nece formalities which in-
cludes a court aflidavit both on
the part of the seller and buyer.
Just the other day, | was wait-
ing at a car tafloring shop while
the seats were being repaired. A

traffic wonstable came up, de-
manded to the owner of

my car, and when | volunteered,
| was informed that there was a
case against my car for an al-

by Muhammagd Shamsul Huq

analysts of global arsenal as
undeclared nuclear-weapon
states and the probable number
of weapons in Lheir possession
is estimated at 2500 in India
and 300 in Pakistan. The mis-
sile "Agni” developed by India is
capable of flying about 2,200
miles far enough to hit Beijing.

It is, however, claimed to be an
"R&D wvehicle®” and not a
weapons system. Pakistan has
also acquired some missiles
from China capable of flying
upto 300 miles far enough to hit
New Delhi.

Challenges and Choices

The leaders of the South
Asian nations face many chal-
lenges. (i) The most formidable
among them is to take a bold
new step in redefining their cat-
egories of thinking on the entire
spectrum of their security per-
ceptions with a~paradigm shift
from external to domestic secu-
rity threats, from confrontation
to cooperation and from differ-
ences to communalities. (i)
Another important challenge is
psycho-historic in character
and calls for the liberation of
the nations of the region from
the vicious trap of history,

leged offence in 199]1. When |
told him that | was not the
owner at that time, and more-
over why the search after long

two years, the cop replied that it
was not hﬁ?l‘hlmmm
around all these years, and

now that he has traced it, the
car must be taken to police sta-
tion for which he produced a
“car seizure” warrant signed by
a magistrate, dated some time
1992. He could not even s
the nature of the offence. The
liceman claimed that as per
aw the present owner, irre-
spective of his ownership at the
time, of the alleged offence will
have to face the music. About
the subsequent events the less
elaborated the better, and ulti-
mately | was penalised for
something with which | had ab-
solutely nothing to do in any

manner whatsoever.
Under the circumstance, |

beseech clarification as a citizen
from the relevant authorities as
to the exact legal position in
this situation.

Is a person liable for any al-
leged offence of the previous
owner of which he is {gnorant?

When a car s translerred in
favour of a new owner by BRTA
isn't it deemed to be cleared of
all encumbrances? If not so why
is not the new owner warned to
this effect?

Can a policeman walk up to
an unwary new car owner and
demand to have his car seized
for some alleged offence not un-

asymmetry and geo polides angd
security perceptions of a bi-
gone era, ‘which cloud thetr vi-
sion of the new hortzon in inter-
state relations. This is achiev-

able through a logical analysis

over-arching global trend of de-
tente and cooperation. (iti) The
challenge presented by the nu-
clear capability of India and
Pakistan can be met {f the nu-
clear =agreement already
reached by them not to attack
each other's nuclear installa-

tions is broadened to include - a

commitment renouncing the
usc of their nuclear ¢ ty

against cach other or any other
country in the region. (iv) The
new era of. knowledge-based
prosperity has already heralded
a change in the very concept
and structure of security with
the top priority assigned to the
human and economic content of
security and development.

Besides Japan, a number of
other Asian cpuntries have also
profited immensely from this
shift reflected in their defence
and development policies.

Singapore, Republic of Korea,
Tatwan and sia are no-

der his ownership and that too
after a lapse of two years? Here
the question arises whether a
warrant is issued for an tnani-
mate object like a car, or its

owner al the time of the offence.
Am | wrong to assert that

one of my fundamental rights
as a citizen is not to be pe-
nalised or punished for any of-
fence not committed by me?

Will someone tell one, how |
am to defend myselfl in such
similar situation in future,

' Dr. Mahmudur Rahman

Dhaka

Highway accidents

[}hsll; {T:}hu; traffic accident on
aka-Chittagong h in
which several nmgei ﬂﬂ!ﬂw on
home leave were killed, was
tragic and condoled by all...
Now is the time we must pause
to think what can be done to
reduce the number of highway
accidentd,

Recently, | travelled to Chitt-
agong by bus and was Im-
pressed by the good quality of
the road surface where the ren-
ovation work has been com-
pleted. This induces a driver to
drive faster. All over the country
the roads are being upgraded
for better communication. So |
think the state of affairs is same
everywhere. | noticed that the

being of two-lane only, the

end of the cold war and the re-
moval of the security threat
posed by the Erstwhile Soviet
Union, the US and her
European allics are already en-
gaged in rearranging the order
of their priorities.

(vii) It may not, therefpre, be

realistic Lo expect signifi- .
cant increase in the of mid
to the developing countries. As

a matter of fact, external assis-
tance to developing countries
had already been dwindling and
a positive [low of $42.06 billion
in 1981 was reversed to a nega-
tive flow of $32.056 billion in
1988.

(vil) The situation is com-
poundgd by the fact that in the-
ory the industrial italist
countries are commi to the
market economy. Bul, in fact,
the free operation of market
forces has been blocked by tarifl
and non-tarrif barriers. im-
pact of the decision at the G-7
summit recently held in Tokyo
on the elimination of tariff bar-
riers is yet to be seen. In the
meantime, the countries in the
South Asian region would be
prudent to att in concert in ad-
dressing the problem of their
structural on the
ecoromies of the industrial

vchicles were going over ' to the
wrong lane frequently to pass
parked buses and trucks or
slow moving rickshaw/carts.

The situation is potentially dan-
gerous and only God's mercy

keeps the number of accidents

;;tuumle;:l that are reported.
D -Chittagong highway
will become more
Daudkandi bridge is
when the heavy vehicle'drivers
would rush for more trips per
day (there being no waiting for
ferries).

risky after the
completed

The authoritics may consider
the practicality of a few sugges-
tions to improve the situation.
Rickshaws and local traflics
should be discouraged, if pos-
sible, from using the highway.
Designated places, in the high-
ways, should be indicated for
the stoppage of buses, trucks
and cars. The signs should be
comprehensible to the illiterate
drivers and repeated several
times from a distance of, say, 2
km. The last resort is to con-
struct ‘islands’ at risk-prone
places.

M A Hag
Green Road, Dhaka

Man and animal

Sir, ,Recent news reporls
from New Zealand have it that a
potentially lethal parasite has
been discovered in a human for
the first time. The parasite,

trichinella pseudospiralis, was

countries and the acceleration
of their progress wowards a self-
reltant economy. :

Regional Cooperation:
the SAARC

Regional cooperation ap-
pears to be the most
ale strategy in mm

common challenges and, b

work of regional coopera
based on the proposal mooted
by the late President Ziaur
Rahman 1s already available for
the South Asian countries,
known as the "South Asian
Association for Reglonal
Cooperation” [SAARC).

Many countries of the world
are in the throes of the stirring
of a new life. World ecogo
configuration is undergo a
transformation with a revolu-
ton in information and com-
munication systems, prospec-
tive integration of the European
Community, closer cooperative
links between East and West
Europe and the move for forma-
tion of a Pacific Community.

Let us hope that under the
able and wise leadership of the
new c Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia, the
SAARC, embracing a fifth of
world's population and founded
on a shared rich cultural her-
itage, will become vibrant with
action and succeed in unleash-
ing the creativity of the peoples
of the region and, through their
concerted action, in raising the
quality of their life so to eamn for
them a place of dignity and
honour within the international
community.

previously thought to occur

only in wild animals. The re-

scarchers have described this

discovery as a matter of inter-

national significance. What was

once o be found only in wild
animals, is now being noticed
also in man! .

Of course, man is the
wildest and the cruelest of all
animals with a gentleman-like
facade on. Thousands of stories
bear testimony to this assertion.
The discovery is a pointer to the
fact again. Time is not far ofl
when man's teeth and nails will
come out with all ferocity and
man will shed his mask and

turn wild totallyl

Arman Shahryar
Karla, Rajshahi

CLARIFICATION
Some readers have
out that in the interview fea-
ture with Sayeed Ahmad,
published in the last Weekend
Magazine, it has been in ad-
vertently stated that Ahmad
“has worked in several minis-
tertal posts.” The playwright
held a number of positions as
senior civll servant In several




