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Mogadishu Airport
closed to civilian traffic
for a week

Mother Teresa in

to operate
ent domestic routes, official
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Domestic STOL services_

Four firms apply for

air route licences

The authorities have so [ar

received four applications from

rs interested

private en
services on differ-

The Mintstry of Ctvil Aviation

has received applications seck-
ing licences from Borak Travels,
Orient Travels, Vantage Travels
and Natasha Travels following

last week's cabinet decision to

open up the domestic skies to

privately-run short take-ofl and

landing (STOL) aircraft

The first two agencies are

owned by the same company,
while the last one — Natasha
Travels — is owned by a ruling

By Asiuzzaman
MP, the source said on
condition of anonymity.

The government approval,
however, restricted opecrations
of private airlines to some spec-
ified destinations only where
the national carrier Biman
Bangladesh Airlines does not
operate. Shamshernagar of
Sylhet, Lalmonirhat, Iswandi,
Barisal, Patuakhali, Mongla,
Thakurgaon and Comilfa have
airstrips where STOL aircraft.
which usually accommodale a
maximum of 30 passengers,
can operale.

A ministry source pointed
out that some of these destina-
tions could be made operational

in two months’ time after minor
repair of the runways and in-
stallation of necessary commu-
nications facilities.

Biman now operales on
seven domestic routes
Dhaka, Chittagong, Cox's
Bazar, Jessore, Sylhet
and Saidpur — and 29 interna-
tional destinations.

The source hinted that Cox's
Bazar and Saidpur may also be
opened to STOL :

Officials at the ministry were
working on the Cabinet decision
and preparing guidelines for the
STOL service operators in line
with those regulating private

See Page 12 Col 7
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NEWS BRIEFS

Arab FMs meet in
Beirut Friday

BEIRUT, Aug 21: Lebanon
said today foreign mintsters of
Arab partners to Middle East
peace negotiations will meet in
next Friday for coordina-
tion talks. Foreign Minister
aris told riers he

flood
Chittagong deterforated follow-
ing more rainfall today.

'Rain worsens Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 21: The
situation in greater

According %o sources, the

flooding caused by incessant
downpour th

ut the day

lfed some fresh areas of

Chittagong and Cox’s Bazar dis-
tricts.

Chittagong Met office

sources said 347 mm rainfall
was recorded in the past three

The Met office forecast says
heavy downpour may continue
until tomorrow, which is likely
to further aggravate the situa-
tion.
Mecanwhile, the road com-
munication between Chit
and ti was also cut
today with the inundation of the
road at Isapur. The Chittagong-
Cox's Bazar road link, snapped

ol
the road at Kurulia, official
H:H‘lh have

re-
poriedly been Im-.ml some
thousands rendered homeless.
District administration
sources sadd the situation on
Sandwip island had become
slarming with most of its
unions under almost four feet
water.
A tidal surge breached the
embankment around the tsland

and most of the areas were
Sec Page 12 Col B
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recording 30mm of rainfall in the capital until 6 pm. Heavy
downpours were also reported from all parts of the country

on the day.

—Star photo

ituation

MANAGUA (Nicaragua), Aug
21: Heavily armed Sandinista
supporters heid the vice presi-
dent and 33 other opposition
leaders hostage early Saturday
and said they wouldnt be freed
until former Contra rebels re-
leased dozens of hostages ab-
ducied in the north, reports AP.

Al least 20 gunmen bran-
dishing AK-47 rifles and hand

ook the members of
the National Opposition Union
hostage and warned police not
to storm the party's one-slory

the city centre
After one burst of gunfire, a

headquarters in a house near

Reprisal for Contra abdugctions

hostage-taker was wounded by
a police bullet and windows
were shatiered as autheritics
tried to appreach, pro
Sandinista Radio Ya said. || was
the only known casualty in the
crisis.

The captives Iincluded Vice
President Virgilio Godoy and
Alfredo Cesar, a lormer Contra
leader based in Miami during
Nicaragua's civil war and now a
deputy of the opposition union,
known by its Spanish acronym
UNO.

“Don’t shoot!” Cesar pleaded
on a Mve TV broadcast from in
side the building showing him

Sandinistas hold Vice President,
33 opposition leaders hostage

and scveral trembling hostages
laying down beside the walls.

Gunmen in green uniforms
and white bandanas brandished
rifles and were seen using
walkie -talkies in the broadcast
by independent pro-Sandinisia
Channel Four. They lectured
the opposition leaders on their
‘political mistakes

“People are dying of hunger
in Nicaragua because of people
and politictans who sell out
their country,” they said.

Apparently police were at
tempting to close in as Cesar
shouted loudly, "Move away!”
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Hasina thanks
people for making
rally a success

Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina sterday
thanked the r making

success of Friday's grand rally
to press for scrapping the

BNFP”, reports UNB.
In a statement, Hasina al-

the Ittefag, :

But lakhs of people had
joined the meeting sponta-
neously and turned it into a
‘human sea’ frustrating all
heinous designs, Imnhr:ln! re-
pressive measures l.rrru.-‘d
attacks, she added.

The opposition leader said
more than 100 people were in-

Sce Page 12 Col 2

JUTA demands
resignation of

- Home Minister

By Staff Correspondent

The Jahangi Univer-
sity Teachers' Association
(JUTA) yesterday demanded res-
ignation of the Home Minister
for what it called his failure to
arrest those responsible for an
attack on its members.

The JUTA said that
"government-backed terrorists”

. had carried out the attack on
the teachers on July 29.

It blamed the indifference of
the government for the existing
impasse on the campus and
sald, "The government should
come forward to resolve the cri-
sis.”

The teachers also slated the
filing of cases by former JUCSU
leader Masud Hashan Talukder
Liton against ten teachers.

A4 . "We willepurt arvest if any of

Wh detained.” the
said |

i |

" They also reiterated their
demand for arrest of 21 stu-
dents against whom criminal

charges were by the JU
authorities fol the atlack.
The JUTA plans to heold a |

press conference in Dhaka,
protest rallies and hunger
strikes to press home its de-

{ Bangladesh University Tea-
chers’' Association (FBUTA) ob-
served a one-hour token strike
yesterday demanding trial of
the 21 students accused of in-
volvement in the July 29
incident.

West Bengal
Cong-I leader
killed

CALCUTTA, Aug 21 : The
West Bengal Pradesh Congress-
| organising seeretary, Utpal
Bhowmik and a Seva Dal
worker were killed and another
person was injured when
unidentified miscreants at-
tacked them in Shibpur arca
under Howrah district last
night, reports PT1.

The DIG warters, S| S
Ahmed, said ay that the
Congress-| workers were al-
tacked with bombs and
pipeguns around 2130 hours to
2200 hours while they were sit-
ting inside a ga :

Ahmed said Bhowmick
succumbed to his injuries al
the hospital while the other
person died on the spot. The
injured worker was being
treated at the hospital.

. 531 L
Li Peng il
BEWING, Aug 21: Chinese
Premier Li Peng missed a key
cabinet mecting and was de-
scribed officially today as
"afling” despite having been pic-
tured recently relaxing in his
swimming trunks al a
Communist Party beach reson,
reports Reuter.
~ The conflicting messages
about Li's health underscore
istent speculation that his
purported jliness may be as
much political as it is p :
The 66-year-old hardline
premier dropped from sight in
April and was said to be suffer-
ing & cold, but Befjing later said
he had suffered an unexplained
heart aflment. LI has made only
two public appearance since
then, the most recent in late
June,

In an & t bid to quash
rUMmours n: sertous liness, the

Communist Party flagship peo-

ple’'s dally and other major pa-

last week published a

[ wwm-

S et o

I the party's Beidathe beach re-
sort. :
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((Tvi,- Guddu sentenced
to 17 yrs' Rl each
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16-point programme:
(0 revamp
textiles sector

The Textiles Ministry yester-
day put forward to Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia a
16-point programme for remov-
ing the snags and ensuring a
fast growth of country's textile
sector, reports UNB.

State Minister for Textiles
Maf (Retd) Abdul Mannan ex-
plained to the Prime Minister
and her Cabinet colleagues a
comprehensive plan which the
ministry belicves can bring
about an “industrial revolution”
in the country and help allevi-
ate poverty. Some high officials
were also present during the
briefing on the programme at
the International Conference
Centre.

The 16-point measures are
aimed at boosting the textiles
sector, which possesses great
potential, through rehabilita-
tion of the existing industries

and setting up new units, spe-
cially backward -linkage ones.

Expanding the spinning,
weaving and finishing indus-
tries has becorne imperative to
support the export-oriented
readymade garments sector
which is already earming a
substantial amount of foreign
exchange, t'ne Textiles Minister
said.

Mannar: suggested that
prices of raw materials for the
textile industries should be
brought down to the interna-
tional levels through reforms in
the tarxation system for com-
peting in the world market and
attracting investors. In this re-
gard, the ministry recommends
withd rawal of the high-rate du-
tes and taxes on raw materials
and imposition of only a three
per cent VAT on products.
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By Staff Correspondent

Golam Faruque Ovi and
Imtiaz Ahmed Guddu, two for-
mer student leaders, were con-

“victed by the Additional District

and Sessions Judge, Dhaka
yesterday and sentenced to
.“hh:? ' imprisonment
each possession and
use of firearms.

Judge Kazi Habibul Awal
found Ovi and Guddu guilty of
possessing unauthorised arms
and firing at the police while re-
si arrest. The court sen-

them to ten and seven

years' imprisonment on each
count. The sentences are to run

Ovi and Guddu were ar-
rested. in a police raid on

Jagannath Hall of Dhaka
University on May 18 last year
at the height of a spate in cam-
pus viclence.

Ramna police, acting on a
tip-off, made a surprise swoop
onJ th Hall and arrested
the patr. Both tried to resist ar-
rest but were overpowered by
the police. Ovi was nabbed with
a loaded pistol while a sawed -off
rifle and five bullets were found
in Guddu's :

Ovi, a student of Sociology of
the 1982-83 batch, was a
charismatic leader of the pro-
BNP Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
WCD). An unassuming charac-
ter, he had earned quite a

Sec Page Y2 Col 1
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\ .- nm Faruque Ovi (L) and Imtiaz AhmﬁdGuddu /

UN aid convoy enters
Mostar after 2 months

MOSTAR (Bosnia), Aug 21: A
United Nations advance convoy
reached the Muslim sector of
the southwestern Bosnian city
of Mostar today bringing medi-
cal supplies and outside contact
for the first time since June, re-
ports Reuter.

Some 35,000 Muslims lving
in the quarter are desperately
short of food, fuel, water and
medicines after being cut ofl by
fighting between government
forces and rebel Croats.

The UN Protection Force of-
ficial who led Saturday's convoy
compared Mostar's Muslim old
town to the Croatian town of
Vukovar, which was virtually
demolished during Croatia's
1991 war of ence,

Sniper fire raked the Mus-

lims quarter during the visit,
and Unprofor soldiers and
officials were forced to scurry
past exposed areas or shelter
behind Spanish battalion ar-
moured personnel carriers.

The convoy reached the
Muslim quarter at around 1230
local time (1030 GMT] and
made its delivery to a laboratory
built at the turn of the century
which is currently serving as
the local hospital.

Unprofor civil affairs director
Cedric Thornberry, who led the
convoy, described the delivery
as a "symbolic” gesture, in
tended to open the way for
regular aid convoys.

He said conditions in the
Muslim hospital, which has

Scc 'age 12 Col 6

Hekmatyar warns Russia
not to repeat mistake

TEHRAN, Aug 21 : Alghan
Prime Minister Gulbuddin
Hekmatyar has demanded that
Moscow withdraw fts forces
from the Alfghan-Tajik border
and warned it not to repeat the
mistakes of its Alghan invasion,
IRNA news agency reported
Friday, s AFP.

The -:?ﬂri-l news agency
quoted Hekmatyar, who arrived
here Wednesday for an official
visit, as saying border crisis
“will be solved only through a
consensus” between the Tajik
government and opposition

IlPl:mit Tajik opposition
roups based in Afghanistan
ve In recent months been
launching attacks on the
Dushanbe government and
Russian troops stationed on the
Tajik-Alghan border. prompting
reprisals by the Russians last
month which killed hundreds of
ctvillans in Afghanistan.
Hekmatyar blamed the de-
s in Tajikistan and

Russia’s “savage attacks” on the

Afghan border for the dolay in
freeing Russian prisoners ol war
captured during the 197 1989
occupation by the formei Soviet
Undon.

He said a tripartite agree
ment had been signed between
Tehran, Kabul and the United
Nattons High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) to facilitate
the return before the onset of
winter of more than two million
Afghan refugees currently in
Iran.

*We have asked for proper
conditions for the return of
refugees and for mechanisms to
be set up to answer their com-
plaints,” he said.

Tehran and Kabul have also
agreed o set up an anti-nar-
cotics committee to expedite
their campaign against dru
trafMicking in :L region. a

Afghanistan and Pakistan
are major sources of various
drugs — mainly heroin, mor-
phine and optum — which are

into fran en route to

smuggled
Europe via Turkey.
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| Nurses'strike:

112 patients
leave DMCH

By Staff Correspondent
Over one hundred patients
left the city's government hospi-
tals voluntarily yesterday as
nurses contin their strike
for the fourth consecutive day
protesting a ment order
to transler the Directorate of
Nursing Services to the Health
Directorate.
Our medical college corre-
that at least
112 patients left the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) while at least
150 sought di from the
Mitford Hospital in the last
three days.
The patients in the post
erative departments of the
nt hospitals were suf-
ering the most due 1o the
strike. Relatives and doctors
were compelled to look after the
patients in those de ts
needing regular blood supplies
Se¢ Page 12 Col 3

Internee docs of

Mitford Hospital

ransack rooms

By SSMCH Correspondent

Internee doctors at the city' s
Mitford Hospital went on a
rampage on the fourth day of
their ongoing indefinite strike.

The trainee doctors of Sir
Salimullah Medical College
(SSMC) — who complete their
internship at the Mitford
Hospital — ransacked rooms of
the hospital, including that of
the director, demanding alloca-
tion of seats in the hostels.

Witnesses said representa-
tives of the Internee Doctors’
Association (IDA) who had gone
to meet the director regarding
their five-point demands were
suddenly angered by some
comments of the director and
started ransacking the rooms at
around 1,30 pm.

. The IDA struck work A

18 o the eviction ol 45
female imtermee doctors frem
the college students’ hall on the
ground that they were no longer
students.

The nurses ol the hospital,
who are also on a strike, are
said to be occupying the rooms
earmarked for the internee doc-
tors.

The IDA is demanding evic-
tion of the nurses from their
allocated rooms, sufficient sup-
ply of life-saving drugs, and
putting an end to harassment
by outsiders and meddiers.

The director of the hospital
has convened an emergency
mecting of the professors today .

UN resolution
on Lanka
withdrawn

COLOMBO, Aug 21: A
United Nations resolution op-
posed by Shri Lanka which
called for UN intervention in the
jsland’'s ethnic conflict has been
withdrawn, Foreign Minister
Shahul Hameed said today, re-
ports Reuter

The motion had been sched-
uled for debate by the UN sub-
commission on discrimination
and protection ol minorities in
Geneva on Friday.

*1 belteve the withdrawal of
the draft resolution indicates
the international community
has accepied the government
was making a genuine attempt
to reach a political settiement
and that our human rights
record had improved.” the min-
ister told Reuters.

Missing Lankan
fishermen reach

Cox's Bazar shore

COX'S BAZAR, Aug 21 : Four
Shri Lankan fshermen, whe
were lost in the turbulent sea
25 days ago, reached the shore
of Cox's Bazar today, reports
UNB.

While returning from fis :
in the Bay a group ©
Ba hi fishermen found
the Shri Lankans In an uncon-
scious state in a small boat
floating about 40 miles off the
shore moming.

took them to their
homes and fed them well, but
were unable to understand thefr

as they (Shri Lankans)

their conscousNess .

The Bangladeshi fishesrmen
brought them to Cox's Basar
police station where one of them
said in broken English that they
are Shri Lankans.

They identified themselves as
Mohammad tr, 36, son of



