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NEWS BRIEFS

BNP confce body
meets today

An emergency mecting of the
conference preparatory com-
mittee of the BNP will be held

today at 7 pm at the central of-
fice. Convenor of the committee
Chowdhury Tanvir Ahmed
Siddiqi has requested all mem-
bers of the committee and sub-
committees to attend the meet-

ing . reports BSS.

Dhaka-Yangon
talks Aug 29

COX'S BAZAR, Aug 20: The
15th round of official level talks
between Bangladesh and
Myanmar will begin in Dhaka
from August 29. Official sources
said Chittagong Divisional Com-
missioner Omar Faruque and
Director General of the

Myanmar [Immigration Depa- -

rtment Aung Maung will lead
their respective teams  Feports
UNB
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Counﬂwide hartal on Oct 10
AL announces package

of demands

Sheikh Hasina terday
announced a scrics J:;hthn
programmes, A coun-
trywide hartal on 10, to
press home a package of polit-
cal and economic demands.

Hasina, chief of the Awami

, demanded that the
killers of Sheitkh Mujibur
Rahman be tried and the Anti-
Terrorism Act be repealed.

The AL chief's demands also
included dismissal of ‘corrupt
ministers’, trial of Golam Azam
as a 'war criminal' in a special
tribunal, a halt to the large-
scale retrenchment of public
sector workers and increased
subsidy for agriculture.

Sheikh Hasina was address-

ing a huge public rally yester-

By Staff Correspondent

day afternoon at the Manik
Miah Avenue in the city.

Hasina, who is also the
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament, called upon the
people to observe a ‘peasants’
day' throughout the country on
September 8 as part of her
party's recently announced
“Save the peasants, Save the
nation® movement.

She also called upon the
people to observe a ‘demon-
stration day’ on September 18
to intensify the countrywide

‘agitation against the govern-

ment.

The AL chief asked her party
activists to prepare for demon-
strations against the govern-
ment at the thana and district

headquarters on both the 8th
and 18th of next month.

During her 48-minute spe-
ech, Sheikh Hasina accused the
government of breaking several

romises in the past and
Ettrl,rlnl the interests of the
people.

She was also very critical
about some AL leaders who she
said, had betrayed the party
whenever it decided 1o achieve a
‘major break-through’ in the
country’'s peolitics. in this con-
nection, the AL chiel mentioned
the name of Khandaker Mush-
taque Ahmed and also clearly
hinted at Dr Kamal Hossain,
who is planning to float a new

" See Page 12 Col 5
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Several hurt in
attacks on AL
processionists

groups, were proceeding to-

wards the ventue ol the Lmtm
League e mecting at

Miah m“b yesterday

At Siddiq Bazar, some

bombs were huried at a truck

fon at about 3.30 pm.

One Abul Hashem, General

of the AL's Ward 36

umnit, with some of his

colleagues were injured in the
attack

M.-.-'nlﬂitl said, some 50
crackers were hurled at the

trucks as they were passing
the North-South Road

in the older part of the city.
A similar attack was re-

Soc Page 12 Col 4

Biggest rally
in city since
91 elections

Star Report

The city witnessed
the biggest public gathering
since the 1991 general elec-
Lons.

The Awami League organised
the mammoth public gathering
at the Manik Mia Avenue, the
widest road in the capital in

front of the Jatiya Sangsad

ing venue was packed with an
estimated audience of about
three lakh people. The atten-
dants constituted party ac-
tivists, supporters and sympa-
thisers who converged on the
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Prime Minister

elected office-bearers of the Nabinagar

NirmanTiles

UL AWAL 2, 1414 HIJRI

Begum Khaleda Zia addressing the newly

College Students’

Union and Nabinagar thana BNP leaders and members at
Sugandha in the city yesterday. LGRD Minister and BNP
-General Barrister Abdus Salam Talukder is seen

on her right.

— PID photo

PM tells students from Nabinagar

Muscle-power cannot
sustain politics

Prime Minister Begum Kha-
leda Zia said in Dhaka yes-
terday that the present devel-
opment trend created by her
government should be carried
forward with tolerance and pa-
tence ignoring all instigations
from vested that may
ry to jeopardise national pro-
gress, reports BSS.

“No politics can be sustained
through threat and muscle
power. We believe that politics
becomes strong only with the
love and support of the people
of the country,” Begum Zia said

Begum Zia said the national-

ist force waa in favour of inde-
democ-

. "We are de-

ngful by atiaining
peaceful atmosphere,” she said.
ical party’s allegation of :
sation practised by her govern-
ment. the Prime Minister said,
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(PMO) has recently approved
recommendations, including le-
gal and punitive action, against
the supplier and the officials in-
volved in the import and distri-
bution of toxic fertiliser last
year.

According to an authoritative
government source, the rec-
ommendations of an enquiry
committee have now been sent

" to the Ministry of Agriculture for
implementation.

The findings of the probe,
headed by Dr Shamsher Ali,
Vice Chancellor of the Open
Untversity, were included in a
report submitted to the Ministry
of Environment earlier  this

¢ In January last year, the
Bangladesh Agriculture Develo-
pment Corporation [(BADC]
imported 3150 tonnes of zinc
oxy-sulphate fertiliser from the
United States. Chemical tests
on the consignment later
revealed, that it was
contaminated with industrial
toxic wastes,

However, even before the

BADC went on to distribute
1113 tonnes of the hazardous
material.

The 3-member enquiry
committee recommended send-
ing back the remaining portion
of the toxic fertiliser to its
country of erigin and initiating
a long-term study to look into
the environmental and health
effects in the areas where it was
used.
In addition to taking legal
action against the Washington-
based supplier and punitive ac-
tion against the officials in-
volved in the import and distri-
bution of the consignment, the
committee also recommended
putting in place legal and ad-
ministrative safe-guards to
check against dumping of in-
dustrial wastes in the country.

Meanwhile, it is learnt that
the US ment is contem-
plating prosecuting the supplier
and asking him to take back the
cuntlminl:ted stock f[rom

An expert mission ol the

Asian Development Bank (ADB),

visited Dhaka last month. The
ADB team. which also inchuded
an expert from the World Health
Dwmm?mm-”
inquiries on the use of the toxic
fertiliser and its possible impact
on the environment and human

health.

The Manila-based bank is
likely to offer technical assis-
tance to determine the impact
and to set up a long-term
mechanism to study the effects
in the areas — primarily in
north Bengal — where the toxic
substance was used.

Chemical tests on the con-
signment, both locally and in
the US, revealed that it was
contaminated with toxic indus-
trial wastes and contained ex-
cesstvely high levels of lead and
cadmium.

The BADC went ahead with
the distribution of the toxic
fertiliser after just a preliminary
test at the Bangladesh
Agriculture Research Institute
(BARI), which was done without
proper standards.

See Page 12 Col 8

Under an agreement, signed
last month between the gov-
ernment and the EC the
Community will channelise its
food aid to Bangladesh under
the Intégrated Food Assisted
Development Programme
(IFADEP), a six-year-long sche-
me.
The IFADEP programme,

with four sub- ts whose
ultimate is a and
less risk-prone quality of life for

the rural poor, was originally
supposed to start from 1992.
However, signing of the pact
was delayed since the govern-
ment had a full stock of food-
grain in its godowns and no
place to store new food sup-
plies, concerned sources said.
Under the IFADEP, the
European food aid to
esh will trickle down
from its present 1.4 lakh metric
tons to only 21,000 tonnes by
the end of the programme.
This scaling down was
planned in view of the country’s
near self -sufficiency in food.
Scue Page 12 Col 1

* Warring leaders given 10 days to respond

Compromise package to carve up Bosnia

GENEVA, Aug 20: Interna-
tional mediators proposed a
compromise peace settlement
for Bosnia on Friday and gave
leaders of the warring factions
10 days to respond, reports AP,

No detafls were immediately
available of the package pro-
posed by mediators Lord Owen
and Thorvald Stoltenberg, but
spokesman John Mills said, “If
they don't sign, the war will
continue.®

Mills said the package was
based on a constitutional out-
line the leaders already ap-
proved as well as a proposed
map for dividing Bosnia into
three ethnic states under a
weak central government.

“They will return home to
explain the map and will come
back to Geneva for a final meet-
l::ﬂthl: 30th of August,” Mills

Both Croats and Serbs indi-
cated they would accept the
map. The stand of the Musiim
delegation was uncertain.

"We are not happy with the
map, but we are aware that

compromises have to be made,”
Bosnian Serb leader Radovan
Karadzic told reporters.

Croatian President Franjo
Tudjman also said he would
sign the package.

Lord Owen said Friday major
concessions were needed for a
final agreement to end Bosnia's
ctvil war despite claims by
Serbian President Slobodan
Milosevic that everything was in
place for a final accord.

"1 doubt there’ll be signa-
tures here. The crucial thing is
whether they go away wanting
to settle and sign or whether
they go away saying they would
continue the war. It's very
gloomy prospect,” Owen said
before entering the talks.

Milosevic, after talks
Thursday said "1 believe we
have now all conditions which
are needed for a final settle-
ment.”

Bosnian President Allja
Izetbegovic on Thursday spelled
out a series of conditions for

ending the war, Including an
lllmﬁhlruﬂtnﬂr.&rhlhl:

of Sarajevo.

His demands appeared to be
an attempt by the Muslims to
salvage whatever they could be-
fore a peace settlement that was
certain to be at their expense.
The Muslims control 10 per
cent of Bosnia, while the Serbs
have 70 per cent. Croatians
control the rest.

Serb sources close to the

talks said Serbs offered Mus-
Ifms 32 per cent of Bosnia's

land Thursday, including a vital
corridor in eastern DBosnia,
sweclening an earlier offer of 30
per cenl.

Muslims still want at least
40 per cent, said the sources
speaking on condition of
anonymity.

Owen said that the main
stumbling block was still the

maps of Bosnia's future three

ethnic mini-states.

*Each of them wants to keep
more lerritory than is compati-
ble with the others' demands.
it's the old, old story, Owen
said, adding, however, that
*substantial movements on the

maps had been made during
the negotiations.”

Izetbegovic wants Serbs to
return land they setzed around
Muslim-held eastern enclaves
and have them linked by corri-
dors to the rest of the Muslim
republic® He also wants Croats
to give up parts of central
Bosnia.

The maps carving Bosnia are
the last major element needed
to end the 17-month conflict
that broke out after Muslims
and Croats voted to secede from
Serb-dominated Yugoslavia. The
war has left up to 200,000 peo-
ple dead or missing.

Reuter adds; Bosnian Croat
forces barred a UN aid co
from reaching the Muslim .11
of ethnically-mixed Mostar to-
day, UN sources said.

Some 35,000 people In the
east side of Mostar controlled
by the Muslim-led Bosntan gov-
ermment army have been Lra;
pped under heavy Croat bomb-
ardment without humanitarian
aid since June 2.

that preparations for making
the Taka convertible is proceed-
ing in full swing, business cir-
cles are trying to get a bearing
on the possible direction of the
exchange rate in a deregulated
markel

Speaking in scminar lasl
week Bangladesh Bank Gover-
nor Khorshed Alam expressed
the optimism that the
deregulated foreign exchange
market will eventually lead to
emergence of competitive rates
which will help both importers
and exporters.

The Governor, however,
added that the movement of the
exchange rate toward a compet-
itive level may be interrupted by

in the dealers’ mood be-
tween high optimism and extra
caution.

Some observers, however,
believe that the transttional dif-
ficulties implied in the
Bangladesh Bank Governor's
statement will be minimal be-
cause the Taka will continue to
remain to a basket of
currencies. At present the Taka-

justed in response to changes in
exchange rate between the dol-
lar and the basket currencies.

‘Convertibility will mean that
this adjustment in daily rates
will be made by the banks
dealing in foreign exchange'
commented an observer, adding
that the recent withdrawal of
the Bank's forward
cover for foreign exchange
dealers will minimise the pos-
sibility of sharp changes in the
:q:hlnﬁ rate.

The observer also pointed
out that the current exchange
rate may not be too far off the

tive market rate.

This has occurred through
the gradual fall in the inflation
rate in Bangladesh, increasing
the real value of the Taka.

The convertibility of the
Taka, when introduced as an-
nounced by the Finance
Minister, will move Bangladesh
onc s further towards full
convertibility on the current ac-
count and granting of Article
VIIl status by the IMF to

See Page 12 Col B

tWe are the mainstream,
says Dr Kamal

JINJIRA (Keraniganj), Aug
20: Democratic Forum leader
Dr Kamal Hossain today termed
his inftiative as the mainstream
of politics and called on the
people to be united in & single
platform to get their hopes and
aspiration materialised, reports
UNB

*There is no third force, —
we are the mainstream. We
want to solve the people's
problems upholding the spirit
of democracy,” he told a big
public meeting at the local
Eidgah Maidan this afternoon.

* Saifuddin Ahmed Manik of
the CPB, Pankaj Bhattachartya

of the WAP, Sah n Siraj MP
of the JSD, forum leaders
Barrister Amirul Islam,

Advocate Zahirul Islam and
Mostafa Mohsin Montu also
addressed the meeting presided
over by Jamaluddin Ahmed.
Kamal blasted the political
parties for violating commit-
ments they made to the people
during the elections and lor
thetr indifferent attitude toward
the socio-economic problems

of the country. "Those who
don’t keep their commitment,
have no right to appear before
the le,” he said.

¢ Democratic Forum
leader observed that the coun-
try’s problems remained unre-
solved as the existing political
point of view.
“They are suffering of discased
politics.”

Referring to the violence on
the campuses, he said
Parllament made a committiee to
find out ways and means to free
the educational institutions
from terrorism, but the commit-
tee failed to hold any meeting
after November, 199 1].

“You say that we have an ac-
countable government, we have
an accountable parlament, but
what's the reason for not hold-
ing any meeting of the commit-
tee for last one and eight
months®, he questioned.

Listing the problems of the
farmers Kamal said the past
government had des

See Page 12 Col 3
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der the

authority of the
Directorate of Nursing for the
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Duty on capital
-machinery for
units with 100pc
exports 10 g0
Star Report

« Import duty on capital ma-

chinery for export-oriented in-
dustries will be exempted if cemt
per cent export of the preducts
in

guaranteed.
This provision will be incor-

porated in the Export Policy for

1993-86, teo
ROON.

The Cabinet Commities on
Finance recommended that the
export-oriented industries lo-
caled outside the Export
Processing Zone (EPZ) sheuld
also enjoy the factlities of im-
port duty exemption for capital
machinery. Industrial units in
the EPZs already enjoy such
duty

Sex Page 12 Col 6

Dhaka reaffirms

support to
Palestinians

Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zia yesterday reaf-
firmed Bangladesh's unwaver-
ing support and total commit-
ment to the Palestinians in thefr
just cause and the realisation of
their inalienable rights, reports
BSS.

In a message on the occasion
of the observance of the Day of
Islamic Solidarity with the
Palestinian People, Begum Zia
said this occasion commemo-
rates the criminal attempt at
burning down of the Holy Al-
Agsa Mosque which is one of
the most sacred places for the
Islamic Ummah.

The Prime Minister ex-
pressed her deep concern at the
escalation of acts of
on the holy places in the occu-
pied Palestine as well as deteri-
orating situation of the city of
Al-Quds Al-Sharif.

Over the years, the Prime
Minister said an international
consensus has emerged based
on cardinal precepts of the UN,
that the acquisition of territory
by force is not fble un-
der international law, that no
country should enjoy the fruits
of aggression and that no peo-
ple can be denied of their in-
alienable rights.

Babangida asked
to hand over
power to Speaker

ABUJA, Aug 20: The Nige-
rian senate passed a resolution
overnight demanding that
President [brahim Babangida
hand over to senate
speaker Ayu on August
27, a senator said today,
reports AFP.

The vote came only hours af-
ter Nigeria’'s trade unions said
Thursday they would launch a
national civil disobedience
campaign if the country’s mili-
tary leadership did not step
down by August 27, the official
Nan news agency reported.

Babangida has repeatedly
pledged to hand over power on
August 27 an offered before the

be announced

‘national assembly on

to resign as president
commander in chief of the mili-
tary, saying an interim govern-
ment of national unity would be
set up shortly.

But the senator told AFP in
the federal capital of Abuja that

I if Babangida really wanted a

constitutional
set up then he

to be
to hand over
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