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Islam, Satfuddin Ahmed Manik,
Panka Bhattacharya,

Straj MP, Mafizul
islam Kamal and Mostala
Mohsin Montu will address the
mecting, said a press release,
reports UNB.
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NICOSIA, Aug 19: US war-
planes bombed an air de-
fense battery Thu after

spotting the launch of an anti-
aircraft missile, the Pentagon
said, AP.

The missile site near the
northern city of Mosul was de-
stroyed, US officials said. Imaq
reported the incident without
comment.

Al the Pentagon, Marine Lt
Col. Charies Boyd said US air-
craft on patrol over northem
iraq spotted an 3A-3 missile
being launched at them from
the missfle site. two F-16s
dro cluster bombs, and
two F-15s that were not on the
patrol were ordered to the site
and attacked it with four laser-
lmdcdhunbn.l':inrd . “The

nppunhlun: de-
were rﬂﬂlng to a pcrmmd
threat upon visibly sighting the
SA-3 missile launch.”

He said the American planes
were not hit.

A US-led air force based in
southern Turkey since the end
of the 1991 Gulf War has been
monitoring ad's treat-
ment of its Kurdish population
Inmnrmrnlrnq.mnrphwl
mrlmﬂymmmhtm

BHADRA 5, 1400 BS,

Iraq carved out’to  protect the
Kurds.

A report from the state-run
iragi news agency, monitored in
Nicosia, said anti-aircraft
guns opened fire after the
bombing and later prevented
the US planes from attacking
another defense battery.
According to the report, a sol-
dier and a civillan were
wounded {in the attack on

Mosul.

The last confirmed attack by
US planes on an Iragi installa-
tion was on July 25, when a US
F-4G fired HARM missile at
Iragl antt-aircraft missile site af-
ter the plane was tracked by the
battery's radar.

The Iraqi News Agency
quoted an Iragl official as say-
ing US planes dropped
parachute flares near an

13 miles west of
Mosul at about 9 am (0800

GMT).

The claimed that the
aircraft returned about 15
minutes later and dropped
cluster bombs near civilian and
military personnel trying to put
out fires started by the flares. It
said one [ragl was wounded and
two vehicles were damaged.

INA said the battery opened
fire on the afreraft, but did not

say whether any were hit.

Th:UEnrphmr:pmtndly
attempted to approach another
defense battery at 9:40 am and
again 30 minutes later, but
were driven off by anti-aircraft
fire, INA said.

It said the planes then
dropped cluster bombs on a
roadway, injuring a civillan.

There was no immediate
comment from the Pentagon on
this claim.

Reuter adds: Irag denied to-

day that its air defences fired

missiles at US planes patrolling
an air exclusion zone in north-

ern lrag.

"This American claim is a
fabricated e and has no gain of
truth.” an official spokesman
said in a statement

The afr defence battery did
however fire anti-atrcraft guns
at the planes after the attack,
he added.

“The US planes attacked
without any reason an air de-
fence battery,” the unnamed

Iraqi spokesman said.

He sald the batte
"unleashed its anti-alrera
guns against the aggressivé
American and forced
them to flee”.

e~

—
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President Alija [tetbegovic gestures on his way to the peace talks, currently at the Palais des

Nations in Geneva yesterday. Izetbegovic threatened to renew a

boycott of the talks saying that

Bosnian Serb forces remained on the strategic Mount Igman overlooking Sarajevo. — AFP photo

Aid convoy enters Mostar after 2 months

GENEVA, Aug 19: Bosnia’s

NOprogmssm peaceta]ks

months, UN officials said.
Medicine was delivered to
the main hospital in the Croat-
held part of Mostar and negoti-
ations were under way to send
another corvoy on Friday into
its Muslim east side, where
35,000 people are believed to be
desperately short of food and
water, a senjor UN official

Tanjug news agency rrpu'rted
today

A psychiatrist by profession,
Karadz e was awarded the Risto
Ratkovic Prize for the Slav

Ruest, a collection of poet
published recently in Hrw-z-
and Montenegro, the agency
reporied

The prize Is named in hon-
our of the first modernist au-
thor produced by the small re-
public which together with
Serbia forms the rump Yugoslav
lederation.

Implement policies for growth
of private sector : FBCCI chief

The Federation of Bangla-
desh Chambers of Commerce

By Staff Correspondent

It is absolutely essential to

Rahman was I:'r'lﬂrll of the
recenti accord between the gov.
ernment and SKOP and saidl
government must nol encourage
"unauthorised groups”™ ke

mmrmlhir-wm

The tripartite consullative
commitiee should be allowed
full operational role to link pro-
ﬂwnﬂzh“ﬂm

obligntions on both
and workers for mainilaining

discipline in industry.
*The authon collective

bargaining agents should h"u-'
the sole right o ne

related mmmuﬁ
workers at the individual plant
level” . Rahman insisted

Huhman sasd the Convention
of Husinessmen called for
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'US jets bomb Iraqi
missile site again

Nurses' strike
continues

By Staff Correspondent

The sulferings of patients in
the government hospitals across
the country ter-

— the second day of an In-
te strike by the nurses.

According to hospital
sources, the nurses refrained
from performing their duties
except in certain extreme emer-

RENICY Cascs.

Many patients, denied
L.mp:r care, left the
pitals voluntarily yt:t:rday

as a direct consequence of
strike.

Only a few ¢ 0
erations were wmrfﬁ l?-_:
doctors with help of a limited
number of nurses.

The esh Diploma
Nurses' Association (BDNA) and
the Student Nurses' Association

- [SNA) struck work Wednesday

protesting the transfer of the
Nurses' Welfare Directorate to
the Health Directorate.

BDNA sources told The Daily
Star yesterday no negotiation
had taken place yesterday with
the authorities.

In the past one year, the
BDNA and the SNA observed
two scparale strikes demanding
regularisation of their services,

The government yesterday
made it clear that the placing of
the Nursing Directorate under
the jurisdiction of *Director
General of Health “is a tempo-
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A lady dnctor‘nttending A pa
College Hospital yesterday while the nurses continued their

strike.

RABIUL AWAL 1, 1414 HIJRI

tient at the Dhaka Medical

— Star photo

JP expels Huda
from presidium

By Staff Correspondent
The Central Working
Committiee of the Jatiya Party
presidium
member Shamsul Huda
Chowdhury for anti-organisa-
tional activities.
In a resolution the 108-
member body also decided 1o

tq'l."l secretafy
Inu-nl:n on

lllnﬂlr : ch

planning of thc party a

issued notices Lo central leader
Toufika Karitm, and Hasna
Banu Shirin to show cause why
they, too, should not be ex-

The above-mentioned dissi-
dents and some others had re-
ﬂ-nll ined hands with

Huda Chowdhury to
ﬂn-l a new party, scheduled to
be announced formally on
September 10 at a press confer-
ence.

Former Deputy Prime
Minister of deposed President

H M Ershad, Dr M A Matin and
Sec I'uge 12 Col 1

| Utpal Dutta
dead

CALCUTTA, Aug 19. Emin
ent stage personality, playwright
and cine actor Utpal Dutta

passed away here this afternoon
al his residence at the age of

64, reports PTL

Family sources said that he
fclt a.pain in the chest and suf-
fered a massive heart attack

immediately after he returned
I'mntfrmthﬂll}h-r
faly -

where he had undergone

ails
Soc M'age 12 Col 6

Low-lying areas
of Ctg city
inundated

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTACGONG. Aug 19

Torrential rainfall here today
hhh.thui-lﬂhh
most the

-ﬁﬂhmﬂum

surrounding areas

As a result, normal life was
almost while the

mﬂ' flood - hit prople
to officials, the

romd was un

See Puge 12 Col 8

AL to announce new
programmes today

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League |s
scheduled to announce a cata-
logue of fresh programmes to-
day to “inject vigour® into the
party’'s current anti-govern-
ment agitation.

The new prograrmmes, awal-
ling announcement at the
grand rally this afternoon at the
Manik Mia Avenue in the city,
were discussed at length at an
emergency meeting of the AL
Execulive Council last night.
Party chicf and Leader of the
Opposition in Parllament
Sheikh Hasina presided.

The closed-door caucus,
which lasted more than three
hours, decided to maintain se-
crecy regarding its delibera-
tions. Attendants were tight-
lipped when waiting reporters
questioned them after the
meeting at 8:30 last night.

According to meeting sou-

rees, the planned programmes,

to be observed throughout the
country, would :!'.Hn!y conce:-
nirate on the AL's long-standing
issues for agitation — abrog-
ation of the Indemnity Ordi-
nance, trial of the killers of
Shetkh and four mationul
leaders, an end to the politics
of kilings and coups and
establishment of the rule of law
in the country.
Besides, the renewed anti-
government agitation would
also be directed against cor-
ruption of the government,
price-hike of agricultural inputs
and essential commodities, in-
discriminate closure of mills
and factories, politicisation” of
the administration, ‘distortion
of history’, retrenchment of
workers, non-implementation
of the students’ demands, and
for the trial of ‘war criminals’
including Colam Azam, repeal

Sec Page 12 Col 3

BNP to do away with
electoral college

By Asiuzzaman

The provision of an electoral
college to elect and remove the
party chairperson would be
dropped from the constitution
ﬂfll‘u‘ BNP during next month's
council.

Instead of the electoral col-
lege. the councillors would
themselves directly elect the
party chiefl for a two-year term,
a member of the constitutional
amendment sub-committee told
The Daily Star.

The committee, which met
yesterday. also decided that the
current seven Joint Sﬂ:rttlry
General posts would be re-
duced to either five or three,
while the 15 wvice-chairmen
posts would be prunl:d to
seven or eight.

On the other hand, thr 10-
member advisory committee
would be . It would be
the cha ‘s discretion to
appoint an unlimited number of
advisors for different s s,

The ruling Bangladesh

National Party, founded in
1978, initially had an clectoral
college of 13,000 members,
which was reduced to nearly
3,000 during the last counctl in
1989, the source gpaid.

The party has some 2,000
councillors across the country.

The sub-committee, ed
by Information Minister Barri-
ster Nazmul Huda, will hold fts
next meeting within a couple of
days.

The source said that the
stzes of the 15-member national
standing committee ., 185
member executive commiflee
and the 75-member district
committec would, however, be
expanded, .

Some organisational posts
the divisional level would also
be increased, he added.

The committee member said
that the party manifesto woulid
obviously be changed from one
favouring a presidential

See Page 12 Col 7

245 Islamic militants

kill the interfor minister, miss
ing him but killing three other
people, it was announced, re-
poria AFP

Deputy Intertor Minister
General Rehim al-Nahass
satid secu de-

Board, the production cost of
these factories also went up,

were lacing tough competition
in the international market due
to this enhanced cost. Hence
the Commerce Ministry pro-

an exemption of peak
hour rate for the export oriented
tndustries.

See Page 12 Col B

Carrying of arms,
ammunition

banned in city

By Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka Metropolitan
Police (DMP) has banned carry-
ing of harmful and objection-
able items like arms, explosives
and sticks in the Dhaka
metropolitan city area from 8
am today till further notice, a
DMP press reléase amd ast
night.  — T

The ban was imposed in ac
cordance "‘with Article 28 of the
Dhaka Metropolitan Police
Ordinance.

The press release signed by
DMP Commissioner AN Huss-
ain sald of late the law and
order was being obstructed by
carrying ol sticks and other
harmful articles in processions

and gatherings in the city area.

Roadside
encroachers

beware!

Star Report

The Bengal Highways Act,
1925 will be amended to en:
hance punishment for en
croachers on the country's
roads and highways. According
to the proposed amendments,
which will be placed before the
next session of Parllament, fine
for an offence like encroaching
upon she roads or highways
will be raised to Taka 10,000
from the existing Taka ten, fixed
in 1925.

A habttual offender will have
to pay Taka 100 as fine for each
day. There will also be a provi-
sion for six months’ simple tm-
prisonment. The existing pre-
scribed t for such of-
fences is only one taka a day.

The authorities said the pe-
nal provisions in the nearly 70-
year-old Act were totally inade-
quate today o save the roads
from illegal occupation and
hence more stringent measures
are being proposed to cope with
the sttuation.

The Cabinet, at a recend
meeting, discussed the
and dectded to amend the law
accordingly

Bombs hurled at
Banglar Bani
office again

ronsecutive day
A group unidentified
youngmen, in an aute-riek-
lh‘. hurled six crude bombs
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